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This article concerns itself with some of the propaganda labels which were actively
used to promote an independent Rhodesia and against the international
sanctions which were imposed after UDI... 127
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Mail Wars Tony Davis, Canada. This installment looks at an interesting sidelight
to Zululand postal history - the story of how some surcharged mail resulted in a
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describing and discussing them. It could be a team effort if
more than one reader expresses an interest.
• **
Speaking of team efforts, Bill Wallace is looking for a
co-editor for "The Rhodesias" column. The opening has
arisen as a result of the recent passing away of co-editor
Tom Yazman, as regretfully brought to light in the
previous issue. Think it over, Rhodesian specialists, and
step forward.
• **

FORERUNNERS is published three times per year. A
sample copy is available for $5US from the Editor.
Commercial advertising rates and payment options are
listed at the beginning of the Classified Section.
The Society's basic membership is $20US (surface
class), $25 1st class US mail and $30US air mail
overseas. Payment options include: (1) draft drawn on a
US bank, payable to "PSGSA"; (2) Pound Sterling
draft with payee left blank; and (3) Pound Sterling
currency. Society applications are available from the
Editor or any of the International Representatives
listed opposite the inside cover page.

It was announced in the previous issue that southern
African aerophilately would grace our pages as a regular
feature. However, "the best laid plans" do often go
astray. Anyone willing to "take up the torch"?

The Society is affiliated with the American Philatelic
Society, the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa
and the Southern California Federation.

•

Services and programs for members include an annual
auction, library and archives, translations, publication
program, awards, regional and annual meetings and
seminars, a question and answer panel of experts, free
classified ads for non-dealer members and more.

**

As Volume VIII closes out with this issue, just a
reminder that we are short of articles for the Spring
issue. The submission deadline is January 15, 1995.
•

**

On a final note, enclosed with this issue is your copy of
the first edition of THE Celebration Newsletter Every
member is encouraged to "spread the word" about this
Society sponsored event.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Your journal has finally arrived! At STaMpsHOW 94
Forerunners was awarded a Vermeil. This is the highest
award given to the regular publication put out by specialty
groups entered in national literature competitions here in
the US. My thanks to all contributors over these years
who have made the journal what it is today.

CORRESPONDENCE

Seeing as how there are a few Canadian members of
PSGSA, perhaps a meeting could be held - formally or
ad hoc - at the upcoming international CAPEX show in
Toronto - Tony Davis, Canada
May I congratulate you on Forerunners. I thought it
was very nicely presented and full of interesting
information - Robert Nelson, West Africa Study
Circle President, UK

On the international scene, your journal received a SilverBronze at PHILAKOREA 94.
• **

As in the past, members have once again come to the
rescue. You will remember mention was made in the
previous issue that there were no more feature articles in
the Editor's bin. In response, what has been submitted
will be found to be thoroughly enjoyable by the reader.
• **

Did receive the July/Oct Forerunners this week. It goes
without saying, I enjoyed it all - Bill Wallace, California

You are welcome to publish my congratulations concerning Forerunners which continues to improve in both
presentation and content, and has become a publication
of a very high standard indeed - Alan R. Drysdall, UK

Please take note of the entries for the "...And Other
Stories" feature. This is fast becoming a very popular recent
addition to the journal. Readers who are reticent to
contribute feature length articles are encouraged to
submit items for ". . . Stories". Anecdotal items are
especially encouraged.

Thanks for an interesting and well produced journal! Peter Thy, California

***

I have phoned a friend of mine in JoBerg, a former
stamp dealer whom I stayed with twice when I visited
RSA in 1984 and 1986. He got to the top man in
Pretoria and was told that AT NO TIME were mixed
covers using RSA and Homelands stamps postally valid.
This is true even today and he said no decision has been

To "sing an old song", are there any readers out there who
would be interested in doing a regular feature covering
back-of-the-book material? The content could be as
simple as illustrating a couple of covers, franked documents, or what-have-you, followed by a brief narrative
-6-
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made to allow any RSA stamps on Homelands letters and
cards until the end of the year, when all Homelands
stamps will become postally invalid. This is more extreme
than I had thought, since they are legally part of South
Africa as of the general election. It does confirm what I
knew about the covers in the last Forerunners. They are
bogus in that now Homelands postage for letters mailed in
the RSA are valid for postage, although some may pick
up an RSA cancel due to oversight, kindness or their not
being needed to frank the letter in question. Some twenty
South African P.O.'s sell mint Homelands stamps, so

creating the letters that appeared in Forerunners would
be easy and could obviously be done by a person who had
never visited the CTVB "nations" - Norman Kilpatrick,
West Virginia
Many thanks indeed for the copy of "Forerunners" (Vol.
VIII, No. 1, Whole #20) which reached me some time
ago. I think you can be really proud of the variety of its
editorial contents - W. Grutter, Hon. Editor: The
South African Philatelist, RSA

Receipt of articles is accepted on an on-going basis. The
individual issue deadlines are the 15th of January, (
Mar/Jun issue), May (Jul/Oct issue) and September (
Nov/Feb issue). Articles should be submitted in doublespaced, typewritten form and have maximum length of five
pages, not including illustrations.
Whenever possible, black/white photographs of covers and/
or stamps should be submitted for illustration purposes. If
photocopies are submitted, they need to be the

clearest copy possible. Illustrations which copy poorly
will be excluded by the Editor. Originals of charts,
graphs and tables are preferable.
Short of photographing an original illustration, the
following computer scanning configuration is recommended to assure the best possible appearance of the
author's illustrations: HP2CX flatbed scanner, an HP4
laser printer with Winjet 1200 card and a 486 or
Pentium driven personal computer.

FEATURE ARTICLES

Rhodesia's Propaganda Labels
Tony Davis, Canada
When Rhodesia launched its UDI (Unilateral Declaration
of Independence) in November 1965 and became the "
rebel colony" to Great Britain, many of its nationalistic
goals were expressed philatelically.
As a stamp-issuing authority, Rhodesia issued various
commemorative and definitive values with propagandistic
themes. The definitive stamps of Southern Rhodesia were
accordingly overprinted with the UDI date and the set
was later reprinted with the country name "Rhodesia".
Various commemorative sets would tout the small
country's tourism, natural resources and colonial past. (
Many of these are subjects that "The Rhodesias" column
in Forerunners will likely deal with at some stage.)
This article concerns itself with some of the propaganda
labels which were actively used to promote an independent Rhodesia and against the international sanctions
which were imposed after UDI.
South Africa was an early ally of Rhodesian Prime
Minister Ian Smith's regime, and from South Africa,
Rhodesia was able to obtain police/military assistance,
export route for cash crops such as tobacco, and mineral
wealth such as chrome. South Africa was also a source
for much needed gasoline.

Labels supporting Rhodesia were issued by a number of
national and social groups for use on outside mails.
Several of these labels, used to South Africa, are
depicted in this article.
One correspondence in 1966 from Salisbury (Rhodesia's
capital - now Harare) to Cape Town, South Africa, bear
a number of labels which show a map of Rhodesia with
several place names. The logo also includes the 11
November 1965 independence date. Various slogans are
inscribed across the map. These include:
RECOGNISE RHODESIA'S INDEPENDENCE
NOW - Figure 1
RHODESIA FRIENDLY NATION FIGHTING
SPIRIT - Figure 2
RHODESIA THANKS HER WORLD WIDE
WELL WISHERS - Figure 3

RHODESIA SAFEGUARDS THE WESTERN
WORLD - Figure 4
The latter slogan refers to a belief that independent
Rhodesia represented a western democracy against
Communist aggression in the form of guerilla movements led by Robert Mugabe (Patriotic Front) and

-7-
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with Rhodesia" and the date 1966 and the archaeologically famous Zimbabwe bird which is stylized to read "
Save" (Fig. 5).

Joseph Nkomo (ZANU-PF), which were supported militarily and financially by Russia and China respectively.
Figure 1 also has a postmark with the legend "Prosper

Figure 1. RECOGNISE RHODESIA'S INDEPENDENCE NOW label on cover.

Figure 2. RHODESIA FRIENDLY NATION FIGHTING SPIRIT label on cover.

-8-
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Figure 3. RHODESIA THANKS HER WORLD WIDE WELL WISHERS label on reverse.

Figure 5. PROSPER WITH RHODESIA 1966 label

-9-
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A bank correspondence also to South Africa in 1966,
depicts some of these labels in use at the time.
Figure 6 depicts the Prosper label on a cover from Karoi

to Johannesburg with the 4d Southern Rhodesia over
printed value, while Figure 7 depicts the Prosper postal
slogan with two 2d Rhodesian definitive values, used
from Selukwe to Johannesburg.

-10-

Figure 8 depicts the Southern Rhodesia 4d definitive
value used from Grand to Johannesburg bearing two
different labels - the one a bilingual (English-Afrikaans)
label thanking South Africa for supplying Rhodesia with
Figure 9. THANK YOU label
gas - petrol (and Fig. 9). The other label commemorates the Central African Trade
Show, which took place in 1966, as well as the legend "Good Luck Rhodesia"
Figure 8. THANK YOU SOUTH AFRICA label on cover.

A similar cover bearing the two labels (Fig. 10) still An organization calling itself the "Friends of Rhodesia utilizes a
Southern Rhodesia meter label used in Belmont, Trust", based in Salisbury, issued a large, round, blue a Bulawayo
suburb.
label (Fig. 11) with the bilingual legend "Thank You
Figure 10. Cover with labels and meter cancellation.
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South Africa", which was used on large envelopes and
parcels.

* * Durban Stamp Auctions
We have auctions every three months,
strong in Southern Africa material.
Durban Stamp Auctions, Post Office
Box 461, Pinetown 3600, Republic of
South Africa

There were numerous other labels in use during this
politically and philatelically fascinating period of history.
Hopefully some Forerunners' readers will provide additional new information in this regard.
Figure 11. THANK YOU SOUTH AFRICA sticker for parcels.

When in the good old US of A

Overseas readers are especially invited to visit the
National Postal Museum located on Capitol Hill
next to Union Station in Washington, D.C. Numerous
programs of interest are offered throughout the year,
as well as permanent exhibits such as Philatelic Rarities
and the Jeannette Cantrell Rudy Gallery devoted to the
Federal Duck Stamp. Museum hours are 10 a.m. to
5:30 p.m. daily. Additional information: National
Postal Museum, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.
C. 20560

COLONIAL STAMP CO. AD
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Printing Varieties of the SWA Registration Envelope
J. Stolk, Holland

Since 1961, South African registration envelopes have
been available in South West Africa. These envelopes are
without an imprinted stamp for the registration fee. In
July 1984, special registration envelopes were issued for
use in South West Africa. These envelopes have a PT
emblem with the head of an Orix Gazelle with the letters
SWA through the horns (Fig. 1). The envelopes exist
in two sizes: 160 x 114 mm and 220 x 110 mm.

Figure 3. Incorrect spelling of 'betalling'.

Figure 1. Emblem appearing on the SWA registration envelope.

2. Number of cutting lines on the front and back.
Figure 4 illustrates the number of cutting lines on the
envelopes. Also, the width of the text, "SNY HIER
OOP" and "CUT OPEN HERE", on the front and back
are the same for both envelope sizes.
Figure 4. Illustration of text and cutting lines appearing on both
sides of SWA registration evenvelopes.
These envelopes were printed by Knoxprint whose name is
printed under the flap. The SWA envelopes always have
the Afrikaans language appearing first, contrary to the
use of English on RSA envelopes.

The various printings of the 160 x 114 mm envelope are
divided into nine main groups, some of which are
varieties or subgroups. The differences between the main
groups are denoted by the following printing characteristics:
1 . Spelling of the word 'betaling' in the text
contained in the space for the stamp (Figs. 2 & 3).
Figure 2. Correct spelling of 'betaling'.
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Figure 20. Small width text dividing line variety.

Figure 22. Second type of cutting line spacing variety.

Maingroup V

This variety involves spacing differences for the cutting lines
under text (Figs. 21 & 22).
Figure 21. One type of cutting line spacing variety.

Maingroups VI, VII and VIII
These groups differ from the previous ones by the
increased number of cutting lines below the texts.
In closing, Figure 23 illustrates the registered mail
envelope of SWA, size 160 x 114 mm. This is followed by
Table 1 which summarizes the main and subgroups of SWA
registered envelopes for the 160 x 114 mm size.

The British Philatelic Library

When in England visit the British Library and its
philatelic collections which are estimated to contain
over eight million items. Included are postage and
revenue stamps, postal stationery, artwork, essays,
proofs, covers and entires, "cinderella" material,
specimen issues, airmails, some postal history
materials, official and private posts, etc., for almost all
countries and periods.
Recently the Philatelic Collection of Commonwealth
stamps and postal stationery formed by the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office has been transferred to the
Library.

Additional information is available by corresponding
with: The Philatelic Collections, Great Russell St.,
London WC1B, England.

-16

Figure 23. Illustration of the size 160 x 114 mm registered envelope of SWA
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Table 1. Detailed listing of the main and subgroup printing varieties of the SWA registered envelope, size 160 x 114 mm.

*: The two lines on both sides of the centre bar are replaced by a single line across the centre bar. * *: The

lacking of a line in type Vi can be viewed as a printing defect of type Va.
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The Post Offices of the Second South African Republic

Compiled by Alan R. Drysdall, George van den Hurk & Alan MacGregor
The following list of post offices which were open during
the existence of the Second Republic is based on
information culled from Annual Reports and Circulars
issued by the ZAR Postmaster-General, Staatscourant
Notices and other sources, and is supplemented with data
compiled by Ralph Putzel in his four volume Encyclopae
dia of South African Post Offices and Postal Agencies
(Mathew's listing is for the most part incorporated in
Putzel's.) It can only be improved upon if members who
have access to reliable information accept the challenge
and keep us informed of their findings.

Railway offices, i.e., stations, require a separate listing.
From 1891 NZASM stations accepted telegrams, letters
and parcels, but these offices were manned by railway staff
and their responsibility was to NZASM and not the post
office. Such mail, unless it was locally addressed, was
forwarded by train, and then entered the post. No
additional payment was required. Stations did not use
datestamps, but were issued with straight-line handstamps
which carried only the name of the stations in capital
letters. The only railway office staffed by the Post Office
was the travelling post office - RPK - which was under the
administrative control of Johannesburg.
With one or two possible exceptions, all offices were
temporarily closed, at least to civilian traffic, as the ZAR
was occupied by the British in 1900-01. In the majority of
cases the exact date of closure is not known. In the
following table, if an office is known to have been open
Abbreviations:

PAK postagentkantoor

in 1899 and probably remained open until the area was
occupied, the closure date in the following table is
recorded as a dash (-). Other unknown dates of closure
are recorded as a query (?).
Spelling is a problem as there is a remarkable lack of
consistency even in official publications. Datestamps
introduced during the Second Republic usually show the
name of the office spelled as it would be in Dutch, e.g.,
Nijlstroom rather than Nylstroom, but some do not, and
there were many datestamps in use in the early years
which had been introduced during the First British
Occupation (and even the First Republic).

Offices known to have used a datestamp of whatever type
are identified in the following table with an asterisk,
but there were many agencies, some of which existed
for very short period, which almost certainly never had
a date-stamp.
A second problem relates to the practice of according
the same name to more than one office. It is
understandable that the different colonies and republics
of southern Africa would inevitably have a few offices
with the same name, but more than ten different
Rietfonteins can only be regarded as evidence of a lack
of imagination. The ZAR authorities were certainly
guilty. For example, three offices named Nooitgedacht
were opened within five years and co-existed for several
more years.

PK postkantoor PWK postwisselkantoor

-139

TK Telegraafkantoor
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Identifying A Modern Swaziland Variety
Syl C. Tully, USA

Approximately fifteen years ago a friend, Mr. J.S. Linklater,
in Victoria, British Columbia sent me a pair of the 3c
denomination of Swaziland's issue commemorating the
75th birthday of King Sobhuza. My friend informed me that
the pair had been removed from a pane of twenty-five which
he had in his possession.

I am most grateful for your assistance in solving the
problems surrounding this item and I will certainly drop
a short note to Mr. Linklater thanking him for his
help also..."

In closing, shown below is an enlarged photocopy of the
variety in question. This account is not about any major
rarity, but shows that variety listings depend upon many
sources of information. I invite reactions to this short
article and would look forward to future entries on
modern printing varieties. (Editors Note.- The gauntlet
has now been thrown down by Mr. Tully, the Question
& Answer Panel Chair.)
Illustration. Pair showing "COLLEGF' error variety (left stamp) on
modem Swaziland issue (Scott #211, SG #212).

The gentleman pointed out that there was an error in the
spelling of "College" on one of the stamps (Scott #211,
SG # 212). He was at that time a semi-active collector of
general world-wide stamps, who had received the pane
from a correspondent.
After reviewing the available catalogs, I found no reference
to such a variety. In that event I wrote to Stanley Gibbons
Publications for further information. One of their staff
kindly responded that the error had been seen by their
firm, but that no definite information was presently
available on it. He requested that I send my pair for their
examination. I subsequently wrote to Mr. Linklater who
kindly made a photocopy of the balance of the pane in his
possession.

Meanwhile, I was also informed that Stanley Gibbons had
a reference upper left block of this issue in their archives
and that no sign of the error appeared on it. I forwarded
my pair to them along with the photocopy of the rest of the
pane. The resultant correspondence confirmed my original
premise that this is a consistent error. The letter to me
from Deputy Editor, David Aggersberg, dated 25 July 1980
reads as follows:
"Thank you for your letter of 20 June, enclosing the pair
of Swaziland No. 212 showing the "F" error as discussed in
previous correspondence.
I am most grateful to you for the opportunity to examine
these stamps and for the photocopies supplied showing
the top sections of the sheet from which they came.
Certainly, as you remark, this uncut sheet confirms that
the stamps were originally printed in sheets of fifty
containing two panes of 5 x 5. Some stock, possibly that
sold through the Crown Agents in London, was then cut
into sheets of 25. The variety therefore exists on all
stamps in the last vertical row of the right hand pane.
We have been most successful in obtaining the necessary
enlarged photograph of the flaw and I am happy to
confirm that it will be included in the forthcoming
Varieties Catalogue. This volume, uniform to our annual
Elizabethan catalogue, will contain the plate and cylinder
flaws and varieties on the stamps of the present reign.
The catalogue is still in preparation, but we are hoping
for publication in Spring 1981.

When In The Northeast...

Visit the Cardinal Spellman Philatelic Museum, an
independent, non-sectarian facility. The Museum
houses a 40,000 volume philatelic library, three
exhibition galleries, and photographic and research
laboratories. There are four million items in the
Museum holdings, including the collections of several
prominent figures. Further information: Cardinal
Spellman Philatelic Museum, 235 Wellesley St.,
Weston, MA 02193, phone (617) 894-6735.
-t51
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Some Notes on Moodie's Goldfields, East Transvaal
Werner K. Seeba, Germany
There is not much known or recorded about the place
Moodie in the East Transvaal, Lydenburg District.
Therefore, many details about the town and happenings in
around it will forever remain a mystery. In spite of this,
this article attempts to shed some light on the area and its
postal history.

Cape on the 2nd November 1891.

The place named after Moodie had several names in the
early going - Moodie's Camp, Moodie's Reef, Moodie's
Goldfield and just plain Moodie. At the beginning of
the gold rush, the most direct route to, although not
necessarily the easiest route for foreigners, was via
Swaziland. During the years 1883 and 1884, the way for
diggers was to follow a footpath for 10 days, travelling
some 150 miles/240 km. The route was via Delagoa
Bay/Lorenco Marques (today Maputo) Mozambique.

On the third of June, 1883, the first gold in the immediate
area was found on the Oorschot farm in a valley
belonging to Mr. G. P. Moodie. The gold find was
later named the Pioneer Reef. The gold was discovered
by one "French Bob" (Fig. A). His real name was Ignatius
Auguste Robert, born in 1848 in France. He came to
South Africa in 1871 during the diamond rush.

The first stop along the route to Moodie's was Pesini,
then further to Matala Poort in the Lebombo Mountains; next to the first water, Komatie River, on the west
side of the Lebombo. Then, after several miles on the
Crockodile River, the comfortable cottage,/way station,
of Tom McLachlan was reached. It was here that most
diggers-to-be stayed for a night to be fit for the last part
of the stony hillpath to the gold fields. The wanderers
had to climb and descend several times which made this
last segment of the journey extremely difficult.

Figure A. Early sketch of "French Bob", discoverer of Pioneer Reef.

As mentioned earlier, French Bob and his friends,
Ingram Jones and N. Jeffries, were the first to report the
finding of gold to Moodie. As a reward for finding the
reef, they were allowed to stake-off their claims and
form the Pioneer Company.

Some twelve years later his discovery of gold in the
Moodie area led to the largest influx of gold and
fortune seekers to reach the Transvaal up to that date
and time period.

The owner of the original farm for which the area was
named was George Pigot Moodie, born 22 January 1829
in Grahamstown, East Cape. He eventually became the
surveyor-general of the Transvaal (1881-84). A block of
thirteen state owned farms in the eastern Transvaal were
granted to him by President Kruger as a reward for his
work - especially his efforts on behalf of the planned
construction of a railway line from Pretoria to the sea for
which Moodie had provided the survey work. The railway
line was eventually built and established in 1890.

After the discovery of gold on Moodie's property,
President Kruger granted the Concession for the goldfield; shortly after which the Moodie Gold Company was
formed. The later famous Henry Nourse became the
assigned agent at Moodie.
Eventually Moodie sold his company and farms to a Natal
company for L240,000. He died shortly thereafter as a
very rich man while living in Westbrooke (Rondebosch)

-32

By Christmas of 1883 the first rush of prospectors had
already reached the valley. By April 1884, a few
hundred diggers had arrived at the slopes of the hills
and three camps were established. These were later
known as Moodie's Upper, Middle and Lower Camps.
By May that year there were over one thousand men
working in the area.
Coming over the hills from the coast side, the newcomer
saw a beautiful panorama before him. Walking down
into the valley, the camps (Fig. B) were stretched over a
couple of miles on the mildly hilly terrain, where a
few huts and tents were visible. Some of the huts
stuck out like Swiss chalets at various intervals on the
mountain side. This is wherever the prospector/miner
looked for alluvial gold.
During the early days of the rush, there were already a
few established businesses at Moodie's where gold was
bought for three pounds, ten shillings per ounce. There
were also huts and shanties from which goods were sold
or often exchanged in return for golddust. A certain
Mr. Purcock was the local butcher. Two bakery
enterprises also operated (one in a tent). Then there
were two canteens, one blacksmith and an auctioneer,
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Figure B. Old postcard showing Moodies near Barberton, Transvaal.

Mr. Stafford Parker, who operated his office out of a tiny
tin house. Outside of his establishment he had a board on
which he placed pen and ink notices on how one might
purchase a whole, half or quarter of a claim.

At one canteen there was a bloodred lionramp inviting the
visitor to "liquour-up". At the other canteen, which
eventually became a hotel, a fashionable visitor's list was
posted which included "arrivals for the day". It was here
that the first privately established postal agency was housed in
the area.

While the settlement was growing a narrow road was
constructed to Moodie's from Durban. Lloyd's had a weekly
passenger transport service for the round trip. The vehicles
used were lightly covered wagons pulled by eight mules.
The wagon arrived and left the goldfields at 10:00 a.m. The
return run over the Kaap Valley was enjoyable enough, the
road being as good as roads could be at the time in that
area. Over the route the Kaap, or Queen River as it was
called, was crossed several times due to the number of
tributaries in the area.

One of the first stops on the Moodie's/Durban route was
at Hawkins to change mules. In the evening, camp was made
along a stream intersecting the valley near Devils Kantoor (
Kaapsche Hoope). In the morning the next day, the route
went next to Klomohlom, Warm Bath and along the Red
and White Hills to Lake Chrissie where two roads
from the north and east joined going down towards Natal.
It took nearly two weeks to reach Moodie from Durban. It
is certain that some mail was forwarded along as
possible favors. Now return back to the Moodie's
goldfields...
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There were many noises to greet the ear of the inhabitants
and visitors alike. Included was the discordant clamber of
the local baboon population. Their cursings from
sheltering altitudes in the trees nearby certainly
disturbed and antagonized the rapidly growing population
of the gold rushee's.
One of the centerpoints of "downtown" Moodie's was
the store of Yankee Moore. It was located in Upper
Camp on the very top of "The Hill". The building itself
consisted of a canvas and pole structure, while the
counter was made up of a few empty gin cases. The
narrow passage to the counter was hemmed-in by organized
piles of mealie meal (corn). The store functioned as a
common meeting place for the diggers (prospectors) and
the sacks of meal doubled-up as make-shift seats. The
beverage most consumed on the premises was gin.
Outside the pole-and-canvas store were to be found local
natives desiring a drink. It was not unusual for scantily
clad women from Lourenco Marques to be visible
nearby.
Many of the diggers in the camp had nicknames. Some
examples include: Californian Wilson, Yankee Dan,
Harry the Sailor, Rocky Mountains Thompson,
Charlies the Tinker, Northern Territory Jack,
Charlies the Reefer and many others.
Politics _& Intrigue

For a time in the 1884 period it appears that "
governmental" functions were in the hands of a committee
of local miners. The first committee members were
Messrs. Culverwell (Chairman), Maritz,
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Martin Parrinton and Grunewald.
Five claims adjoined the Pioneer Reef which belonged to
Messrs. A. Robert, W. Jeffreys, James G. Norris and
Hillary. Additional claimholders included Charly Durnin,
Langfellow, Mr. Pigg, Macanlay's and Jerry Scholz.

developed, the less fortunate diggers moved away to
freer environments to seek their fortunes. As circumstances matured, a number of goldmine companies
formed to become established enterprises in the local
economy. These companies were typically controlled by
syndicates which encouraged increased volumes of gold
production. An examination of this production shows
that Moodie's produced 6,478 ounces during 1884/85
and 5,458 for the first five months of 1886.

The first man who died of fever at Moodie's was a certain
Mr. Moon.

Other claimholders in the area were Messrs. Kestell, Wyld
and Purcocks the butcher. There were also others like
Messrs. Hart and the Woodwards Company. Early leased
plots were worked by Demster, Napier, Whitehead and
possibly others.
In the old Transvaal gold fields era, someone was
eventually assigned the post of Mine Commissioner. The
first was David Wilson. Some of the duties of the office
were to handle incoming and outgoing mail. Eventually
civil authority would establish an official postal agency.
During the early years, postal matters for the locals were
handled by a local store named Duiwel's Kantoor (
Devil's Office). It functioned as the Kaapsche Hoop Post
Office, which opened during the 1882-83 time period.
An advantage to this location was that the buildings
included the Office of the Mine Commissioner.
Therefore, the first letters written at Moodie's were
posted and cancelled at Duivel's Kantoor P.O.K. HOOP
GOUDVELDEN.

To transport the gold the official mailcoach was used.
A semi-official postal agency opened in 1886. It is said
(Dr. H. Reisener) the Cape BONC "627" (Fig. C.) had
been used there. Unfortunately no proving cover or
card has yet turned up.
By January 1, 1887, the postal agency P.A.K. MOODIE'S
KAAP GOUDVELDEN was officially opened. Mr. F.H.
Noyce served as the first Postal Agent with an annual
salary of 10 pounds.
Figure C. Illustration of the Cape BONC "627" cancel.

With the discovery of new gold fields in the East Transvaal;
prospectors, diggers and financiers were kept busy for a
number of years. However, even with all the glory and
excitement of the times, life for the poor, simple diggers was
uneasy and equally unhappy. A great deal of the
struggle was caused by high fees, taxes and other
related problems. The situation led to very loud and
uproarious town meetings during mid-1884.

The mailcoach from Barberton operated by the newly
formed (1 January 1887) Nourse & Dow Transport
Company, arrived each Tuesday and Friday at 4:00 p. m.

A single circle 22mm place-date canceller, with "MOODIES GOUDV/Z.A.R below//date-year" plug in the
middle, with time code A or B letter above (Fig. D),
came into use.

As other gold fields in the Barberton area were Figure D.
Cover in author's collection showing the "MOODIES..." cds.
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Figure E. Reverse of cover shown in Fig. D.

Figure E above shows the reverse of the illustrated cover in
Figure D. Please note the transit marks of "MY 24" Barberton and "MY 27" - G.P.O. This cover was addressed
to Mr. Percy Whitehead who was the businessman who
opened the Tiger Trap Company. He was the first to bring
mining machinery to the area. His partners were Messrs.
Broadbent, Woodfall, Cherry and Fletcher.
The Moodie's postal agency also used a 26mm bag seal with
"Z.A.R." across the center, inscribed "MOODIES KAAP
GOUDV P.K" (Fig. F).
Figure F. MOODIES" bag seal.

double circle place-date stamp (Second Republik).
The office was temporarily closed during the 2nd AngloBoer War. It reopened on January 13, 1903 and
continued to operate there for the duration. In 1911,
the agency was listed as a Suboffice through early
January, 1912.
By the beginning of the Union period, the gold reefs in
the area had given up just about all that could be
dug-up economically. The area has since been abandoned, and is not found on present day maps. Today it is
simply a hilly field area covered with old roads and paths.
References

Gold Fields Revisited, E.P. Mathers, F.R.G.S., 1887

Postgids der Z.A.R„ No. 1 Jaar 1888, Postmeester Generaal Lost

Trails of the, Transvaal, T.V. Bulpin, 1974 Collection: Alan
MacGregor, 1994

As Barberton was the head office from 1889, a mailcart from
there arrived in Moodies on a daily basis, Sunday's excepted.
The arrival time was 9 a.m.; departure 3 p.m.. It normally
took about two hours for the 14km trip down a rocky
road.
It has been speculated that during May of 1889 the agency
began using the triangular 30mm numeral canceller "58"
with ZAR in the corners. This has yet to be verified via
proving documents.
In 1891 Mr. R. Wiggens was listed as the new Post Agent.
During his tour of duty, the office received a new type of

-35

FORERUNNERS - N o v ' 3 6 / F e b ' 9 5

Dialogues & Updates

newest member from "down under" indicates that we may
expect some articles from him. Among his many
involvements in organized philately, Bernard has served
in a number of offices at the local, regional and national
levels, as well as in an editiorial capacity for a number
of publications.

This feature invites the reader to send in their reactions to
articles appearing in the journal. Prior to publication of
comments, the Editor will provide the article author with
any comments received. The author's response will appear
following reader comments. Authors are also invited to
submit updates to their previously published articles as
they come upon new data.

Peter Thy - #9410, Davis, California. Peter came to
the Society through the philaelic press. He specializes
in the postal stationery of the Bechuanalands and
Botswana. His primary collecting interests include the
Bechuanalands and Botswana. Peter is a member of the
Bechuanalands & Botswana Society, United Postal
Stationery Society and APS. He also indicates on his
application that we can expect to receive articles from
him in the future.
Karl Schan - #9411, Petaluma, California. He was
recruited by the Editor at ORCOEXPO 94. Kurt is a
stamp dealer. His collecting interest and specialty is
OFS. He is presently preparing an OFS exhibit (through
the British Occupation). Kurt's other affiliations
include APS, Papuan Study Circle, ASDA, Redwood
Empire Collectors Club and the International Society
for Japan Philately.
Harry R. Strack - #9412, Villanova, Pennsylvania. He
learned about our existence in Lines Stamp Newx
Harry collects SWA, Southern Rhodesia, Union and
Republic of South Africa. He specializes in the
Rhodesian UDI period (taught for two summers in
Rhodesia) and Reichskolonialbund/Third Reich.
Harry's other affilations include Fine Arts Philatelists
and the Germany Philatelic Society.

No entries were received during this publication cycle.

NEWS OF THE MEMBERSHIP
Welcome Aboard! !

J.A. Barry - #9408, Gweru, Zimbabwe. Jenifer joined as
the result of recruitment efforts by Bill Wallace. Her
collecting interests include Southern Rhodesia, Bechuanalands Protectorate, Zimbabwe and the postal history of
the BSAC Rhodesia period. Jenifer specializes in
postmarks and postal history. She is also a member of the
Rhodesian Study Circle. Her application indicates that
her writings may grace the pages of Forerunners.
Bernard J. Doherty - #9409. Waratah, Australia. He
read about the Society in the US philatelic press. Bernard
collects both the Union and Republican periods, South
African postage due stamps and covers, postal cards,
Australian postage dues and covers, Newcastle's around
the world postmarks and "Bells" as a thematic. His
specialties include postage dues from interprovincial to
discontinuance, postal stationery and postal cards. Bernard's other memberships include APS, Australian Commonwealth Collectors Club, Christchurch Philatelic Society
(NZ) and the Newcastle Philatelic Society. Our

Walter Herdzik - #9413, Drayton Valley, Canada.
Walter learned about PSGSA in the journal of the
Rhodesian Study Circle and was recruited by member
Bill Wallace. His collecting interests include general
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The Honor Roll

British Africa, Southern Rhodesia and British South
Africa (Rhodesia 1890-1923). His specializations cover
the postal history, postmarks, varieties, books and literature of the Rhodesias. Walter's other affiliations include
the Rhodesian Study Circle and Edmonton Stamp Club.
He hopes to devote some time to study and perhaps
contribute an article or two.

This feature acknowledges Society members and publications for their notable achievements. Members are
encouraged to notify the Editor when they "join the
winner's circle" and/or have been selected for some
other honor. The subject of the winning exhibit does
not have to fall within the collecting scope of PSGSA.

Helmut Hartmann - #9414, Windhoek, Namibia. Helmut was referred to us by one of our Dutch members, Jan
Stolk. He collects SWA and Netherland Automeel
Boekies. He is a member of Windhoek Philatelic Society,
Orange Free State Philatelic Society/Bloemfontein, the
Africaans Philatelic Society/Johannesburg and the South
West Africa Stamp Study Group.
Ron Ritzer - #9415, Maplewood, New Jersey. Ron joined
after learning about us at APS StAmPShow '94. His
collecting interests include the pre-Union states, the
Bechuanalands, Northern Rhodesia, Basutoland and
Union of South Africa. He specializes in the revenues,
postal history and stamps of these entities. Ron is also
affiliated with APS, British North American Philatelic
Society, ATA, Canadian Philatelic Society of Great
Britain and the New Jersey Stamp Dealers Association (
philatelic literature).
Dr. D.G. Mordant - #9416, Florida Hills, South Africa.
Dr. Mordant read about us in SG Monthly. His primary
interest is the Cape with specializations in the triangulars,
rectangulars, BONCs of the CGH and OFS overprints.
He also collects Anglo-Boer War material, Great Britain
prior to 1900 and its pre-stamp period. The Doctor's
other affiliations include South African Stamp Study
Circle and the Postmark & Postal History Society of
Southern Africa. As he indicated on his application he
will be submitting articles for the journal in the future.
Ralph Kimball - #9417, Boulder Creek, California. He
read about us in inns His collecting interests include the
Cape, SWA, Union of South Africa and Zimbabwe.
Ralph is also a member of APS and the Precancel Stamp
Society.
Janette C. Murray - #9418, Hummelstown, Pennsylvania. She read about PSGSA in the philatelic press.
Her primary interest is in SWA, Southern Rhodesia and
the Union of South Africa. Other areas include general
British Africa and Zimbabwe. Janette is also an active
member of APS.

Gary J. Anemaet/USA: Vermeils at PHILATELIC
SHOW 94 and Plymouth Show 94 for "King Peter II:
Land of the South Slavs"; also AAPE award of honor
and APS post-1940 medal.
Gene Bowman/USA: Grand & Platinum at Ameristamp Expo 94 for "The Mafeking Blues".
Bernard Doherty/Australia: Large Silver at Surabya '
93 for "South African Postage Dues."
FORERUNNERS: Vermeil at STaMpsHOW 94,
Silver-Bronse at PHILAKOREA 94.
Alan J. Hanks/Canada: Silver at ROPEX 94 for "
Southern Rhodesia, 1923-1965."
Regis Hoffman/USA: Gold at WESTPEX 94 for "
Allied Forces in East Africa, World War I".
Kendall C. Sanford/Switzerland: Silver at Ameristamp Expo 94 for "Crash Covers".

Member Biographies

Robert P. 'Bob' Feser/Texas. Bob was born on the
27th of September and has been collecting for 35 years.
He is married to Floy and they have three children,
Robert, Frances and Daniel. Bob received his Bachelor
of Science degree in Chemical Engineering from Rice
University. He collects all African colonies, some
Independents, as well as Texas first flight covers 1928-1968.
Hans-Ultich Bantz/RSA. Ulli, our ever busy International Representative for RSA, was born on September 15 in Herborn, Germany. He is married to Elsa and
they have a 22-year-old daughter Elke. Ulli received his
Doctorate in Paleontology which ties in well with his
profession as a geologist. His primary philatelic interest
is South West Africa/Namibia from 1884 to present day.
He also enjoys geological topics on stamps. His other
pastimes include collecting and reading old books,
gardening and church work. His travels have taken him
to all "Western" European countries, from Greece to
Ireland, Brazil, Namibia, Zimbabwe/Rhodesia, Swaziland and Mozambique. Ulli also likes to read South
African history, anything on philately and Stephen King.

The Transvaal Study Circle Memoir No. 1

The Transvaal In 1995 - a map of post offices, postal
agencies and postal routes, with a description and
gazeteer by Dr. C. Board. Now available from: The
Publications Secretary, 56 Framfield Road, Mitcham,
Surrey CR4 2A1, England. 4 Pounds Sterling (sea mail)

David Proctor/California. David is married to Celia
and from that union has come three children: Harry,
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Marilyn and Susan. David received his Bachelor of Science
degree in Engineering (University of Texas, El Paso) which
led him to a career in the field of electrical engineering.
He is active in veterans organizations, is a life member
of APS, was Secretary of SAS/O and belongs to the PreCancel Stamp Society, Sarawak Specialist Society and
many others. His other hobbies include coins and
currency, golf and bowling. David's primary collecting
interests are US, British Colonies, pre-cancels, Israel,
airmails, souvenire cards and currency. His birthday falls
on September 16th. He has collected for over 50 years.
Leonard Karsevar/California. Born in New York City,
Leonard is married to Evelyn. They have two children Alan and Elaine. His birthday is the 15th of April. He
received his law degree and practiced both as a private
attorney and Administrative Law Judge prior to retirement. For relaxation, Leonard will read almost anything spy and detective fiction, history, nature. In addition, he
enjoys music, playing golf and retirement while watching
others work. His collecting interests include much of the
world, GB, Canada, some Latin America, etc.

manufacturing executive. Bob's primary philatelic
interests are Union of South Africa, OVS and interprovincials. He attended St. John's College in Johannesburg at the end of World War II and became interested
in South Africa stamps. Now that he has time, he has
started-up again in persuing stamps related thereto.

John L. Holbrook/Massachusettes. John was born in
Everett, Massachusettes. His birthday is the 3rd of
August. He is married to Beatrice. They have two
children - Betty and Diane. John's occupation, prior to
retirement, was as a professional printer. His primary
philatelic interests are used stamps of South Africa,
Denmark, Iceland and Sweden. His other hobby is
reading.
Member Note.- The Trafford Philatelic Society is
celebrating its 50th Anniversary. Our own UK/
International Representative, Athol H. Murray MBE,
will be the Society's President during its milestone year.
He is the sole surviving founding member of the Society.
Mr. David Boyd, Managing Director of Phillips Auctioneers stamp department will be the featured speaker
at the Golden Jubilee dinner over which Athol will
preside.

Robert W. Hisey/Florida. Born in Chicago on a May
7th, Bob is married to Liz. He received degrees through a
Doctorate in Chimical engineering. He is a retired paper

SEEKING THE UNUSUAL???

* POSTAL HISTORY, PROOFS & VARIETIES OF
THE COMMONWEALTH
* SPECIALISED BRITISH AFRICA
* THEMATIC ENQUIRIES WELCOMED
* MAIL AUCTIONS
JOHNSON PHILATELICS (Pty) LTD

P.O. BOX 13450, HUMEWOOD, PORT ELIZABETH 6013, SOUTH AFRICA
Tel: +27-41-533159/Fax +27-41-533187 APS, PTS, SAPDA, PSGSA

-38

FORERUNNERS - N o v ' 3 9 / F e b ' 9 5

FORERUNNERS FORUM
The Society Publications Program

Will Ross wishes to thank those who provided him
with research assistance regarding the first use of the
reprinted issues of the Independent Homelands. Those
providing assistance were Steve Gardiner and Franco
Frescura, both of RSA and Alec Page, UK Will now
has new research requests for assistance. He would
appreciate hearing from members who would be interested in his doing a third article on Bop postal history,
bringing it up to the dissolution of the Homelands...
. "This could possibly be a monograph, covering the
entire postal history of this Homeland, from before
independence to reincorporation. If there is interest,
and I hope there is, my second request would be for
those members who have Bop items which are of postal
history interest to let me know what they are and, if
possible, send me photocopies of them. Finally, there
used to be a Bophuthatswana Stamp Club. I would be
interested in corresponding with former members. This
is something I have never done, so I am requesting any
and all help from members of PSGSA, including advice
on what to try and find and how to present it. I will
respond to everyone who writes me. Areas of interest
that occur to me include official mail user agencies, a
final listing of all Bophuthatswana post offices (my list

The function of the Publications Program is to provide
assistance in the development of occasional papers,
monographs, books and multi-volume works. Society
sponsored works receive valuable technical support in all
phases of publication development.
If collaborators on a particular topic are desired, this
feature provides an opportunity to "advertise" for assistance. Researchers are encouraged to list their present
efforts and request such assistance as may be desired.

Readers are encouraged to use this feature as much as
possible - "To research in isolation with a view towards
publishing is akin to reinventing the wheel." Listed below
are as number of projects for which authors-to-be are
seeking input.
Anyone wishing to access the services of the Publications
Program should write to: Alec Page. RPSL, Committee
Chair, 138 Chastillian Rd., Dartford, Kent DA1 3LG, UK
or Dr. Guy Dillaway, Committee Vice Chair, Post Office
Box 181, Weston, MA 02193 USA.
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is from 1978), including dates of incorporation, a list of the
Postmasters-General, revenues, as well as last day of postal
use strikes. All responses will be gladly received by writing me
at 6456 Woodley Ave., Van Nuys, CA 92406.

official frankings, missionary mails, the changeover of
January 1898 - June 1898, bibliographic notes, the great
collections, manuscript markings and more. Tony would
very much appreciate comments and updates regarding
the information appearing in his "Zulu Notes" column.
He may be reached by writing him at 41 Karen St.,
Thornhill, Ontario, Canada L4J 515.

A review of Basutoland Ollscials by member Barry P.
Fletcher/RSA recently appeared in The London Philatel i s t . Barry has communicated that he will be incorporating
changes suggested by the editorial comments. With these
alterations brought to bear, he has indicated that the final
manuscript will be submitted to PSGSA's Publication
Program for sponsorship.
***

***

Dr. Guy Dillaway/USA continues in his manuscript
research for a publication on the postal rates and
foreign destinations from the Cape during the 1853-65
triangular period - especially the 1/id rates to Holland.
Front and back photocopies of covers are sought. Will
also buy. Contact Guy at P.O. Box 181, Weston, MA
02193 USA.
***

Tony Davis/Canada has sent a rough outline of his
proposed handbook, Zululand Philately - 1888-189& At
present we are looking at an introduction, thirteen
chapters, three appendices and a bibliography. Subject
areas to be focused upon include: general history, postal
history, pre-1888, 1879 war, missionaries, origins of the
Zululand postal administration, postmasters, post offices,
postal agencies, postal carts, first definitive overprints,
second definitive, revenue stamps, proofs, specimens,
trials, postmarks rarity factor, official use of the mails,

Tim Bartshe/USA is compiling data on the use of
OFS telegraph stamps with postal cancellations through
the Republican Era. If any reader has covers, canceled
stamps and the like falling within the scope of Tim's
study and eventual publication, please contact him by
writing: 13955 W. 30th, Golden CA 80401 USA.
***
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Hiram Slomowitz/RSA believes he has acquired some
actual stamps for the short-lived republic of Goshen or
Goshenland. Scholars have suggested that none were ever
issued. He would appreciate hearing from any readers
who may be of assistance in his research efforts. Please
write Hiram at Advocates Chambers, 2000 Innes Chambers,
Pritchard St., Johannesburg 2001, RSA.
ss~

There will be an open literature competition at the FIP
sanctioned PACIFIC 97 World Philatelic Exhibition. (
PSGSA will be holding its tenth anniversary convention
during the event.). PSGSA would like to sponsor written
works by members as part of PACIFIC 97 competition.
There is ample time for authors to prepare their works.
The Publications Program is ready, willing and able to
assist in every way possible. Please write the Committee
Chair, Alec Page, 138 Chastillian Rd., Dartford, Kent
DA13LG, England.

Questions & Answers

As part of its services to the general collecting community, the Society makes its Panel of Experts available to
answer questions submitted by readers. The Panel members
are listed, along with the Society officers, in the early
pages of each journal issue.

Readers are to send the inquiry directly to the appropriate
Panel member. Clear copies of cancels, covers (front/ back)
and a detailed description of the item(s) should be
included. The Panel member will forward his answers,
along with the question and any illustrations to the Editor
for publication in this section. Panel members will also
return a copy of their response directly to the questioner.
Please bear in mind that a question may require an
extended period for research and/or consultation with
others. Questions falling outside the scope of the Society,
i.e., that pertain to British East, North or West Africa
should be sent directly to the Editor. The inquiry will
then be forwarded to the appropriate specialty group for
response.
Membership on the Panel is open to Society members in
good standing who have experience and knowledge in a
specific area. If interested in volunteering your services,
please contact the Panel Chair, Syl C. Tully, RD#1, Box
3063, Hyde Park, VT 05655 USA.

Question #36. Has anyone ever seen a copy of the 5/(
SG 11) of Zululand fiscally used? E.D. Bacon, in his
preliminary notes on Zululand in "Postage Stamps of the
British Colonies in Africa," published by Stanley Gibbons
in 1906, reports - Morley c Philatelic Journal for March,
1900, gives an account of the total number of each variety

of the British stamps overprinted "Zululand" sold. The
figures were furnished by Mr. L. H. J. Walker of
Pietermaritzburg who obtained them from the late
Commissioner of stamps in Zululand. It will be seen
that there was only a very limited number of the five
shillings value sold, and of these, a good many must
have been used for fiscal purposes. The number sold of the
5/- is quoted as 998. Submitted by Peter Whitmore,
Greyville, South Africa.

Response by Tony Davis/Canada: I also have seen
no fiscally used copies in my years of research, not even
in auctions of Zululand material over the past 20 years
or so. High value Zululand stamps were used on official
documents - licenses, permits, deeds - but most of those
seen by this writer included shilling and pound values of
the second Zululand definitive. Of the five shilling
stamps sold, a good number have fine, SON (sockedon-the-nose) Eshowe postmarks, which indicate a cancelled-for-favor use. I have one copy with a partial
Entojaneni postmark which shows legitimate use.

Response by Wilson Wong/Hong Kong: I have never
seen a Great Britain 5/- overprinted "Zululand" (SG
11) fiscally used, appearing in auction or anywhere. If
there is such a usage, I certainly have never encountered
it, not even in auction catalogues dating back to the
1960s.
It is highly doubtful that the 5/- was ever fiscally used.
The stamp was issued in April 1892, by which time
Natal revenue stamps overprinted "Zululand" were
readily available. Hugh Joseph showed me a Trading
License bearing examples of the 1/- and 9/- of these
revenue stamps fiscally cancelled at Rorke's Drift/
Zululand on 1 January 1891. There was no necessity to
use any SG 11 for fiscal purposes.
Moreover, SG 11 appears in the market quite frequently. I would therefore say that the great majority of
the 998 copies sold of this stamp have survived in mint
or postally used (although mostly cancelled-to-order)
condition.
Question #37. I have recently begun a collection of
CGH triangles and have little experience in this area.
The first problem I have encountered is that there does
not seem to be a very detailed catalog available. In
material recently acquired I have found a pair and a
number of single triangles with sideways watermarks and
one Plate Proof. Gibbons mentions the existence of
these items but says very little and does not include
prices. Older catalogs supply prices which appear to
indicate that today they might be worth double the
catalog value for normals. Could you verify this? If you
can answer any of the above questions I would be
greatful. If you can also suggest a good book that covers
the triangles in detail, kindly supply this information as
well. Submitted by Timothy Burgess, Concord, Calif.
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Response by Athol Murray/UK: I am enclosing a
photocopy from the current edition of Stanley Gibbons
catalogue which covers the area of the Cape of Good
Hope Triangulars. The price varies enormously according
to the condition of the stamp and even an unusual
postmark can have a considerable bearing on the price.

finding no essays with that type of overprint, I am still
assuming it is a missing surcharge (Ill. below)
Illustration. British Bechuanaland Sc#63 with no trace of "3d"
portionofsurcharge.

Two books have been published which deal with the
triangular issues, the most recent is entitled The Triangu
lar Stamps of the Cape of Good Hope by D. Alan
Stevenson which was published by H.R. Harmer Ltd. in
1950. It is now out-of-print and you have to pick these up
as and whenever available at auctions. They fetch anything
between $75-$150 each.
An earlier book was The Postage Stamps of the Cape of
Good Hope by Gilbert J. Allis which was published by
Stanley Gibbons Limited in 1930. Much of the information in this book has of course been superseded by that
in Stevenson's but nevertheless it is still an interesting
book for a collector of the triangular stamps.
The sideways watermark is not of great consequence. It may
add about 10% to the value of the stamp.
Cape proofs are not rare in that a lot were made by
printers to show the quality of their work to other
governments. They often come in pairs and as such
command a price of $105-$150, a single copy being
proportionately less.
Question #38. (Editor's Note: The following appeared in
Lines) I have an unused original-gum copy of what appears
to be a Bechuanaland Protectorate variety or error.
In 1888, 1-penny to 6d British Bechuanaland stamps issued
the year before were overprinted "Protectorate" and
surcharged to confirm their stated value (Sc 60-65).
However, my 3d British Bechuanaland stamp has only the
Scott-listed type b "Protectorate" overprint, and no trace
of the "3d" surcharge that is appropriate to the normal
stamps (63).

Unanswered Challenges

This feature includes either questions which have gone
unanswered by the Question & Answer Panel, or items
within our scope for which there is no coverage on the
Panel. The "challenges" are listed with the latest one
received. Responses to "challenges" are to be forwarded
to the Editor directly.
Challenge # 7 : Does someone have a non-philatelic
use of the Bophuthatswana inland and overseas aerogrammes that were issued in 1977? - Will Ross/USA
Challenge #6: I am seeking taxed covers with the
1972 SA monocolor postage dues affixed, to show usage.
To-date I have been unsucccessful. I have also been trying
to obtain information on South African postage rates. I
have Putzel's encyclopedias, but the postage rate
information therein is very sparse. I have a list of the
rates for the change to decimal currency listed in the
May 1971 "South African Philatelist", but none from
1959 to the change. Can anyone be of assistance? Bernard Doherty/Australia
Challenge #5: The "HALF' overprint on a Natal SG
#125 in my collection shows damaged type (see p. 101
previous issue). Do any readers have any speculations
regarding the damaged type? - Jeff Woolgar/UK

It seems that the surcharge and the "Protectorate" overprint
were applied as separate operations. Has a surchargeomitted error ever been recorded for this issue? And where
can I send a British Empire stamp like this one for
expertizing? Submitted by Edward V. Walsh, Muskegon,
Michigan.
Response by Dave Wessely/USA- I did reply to Mr.
Walsh and have enclosed his reply (see below) to me. I
have not heard if he ever got a reply from any expertizing
body. I suggested several possibilities but really had
nothing firm. His photocopy really did look quite authentic.

Challenge #4: Do any of our members know of a
tabulation of the "OFFICIAL FREE" cachets appearing
on "ON HIS MAJESTY'S SERVICE" official SWA
envelopes (see p. 102, previous issue)? - Dr. H.U.
Bantz/RSA
Challenge #3: The first series of stamps of Zululand
consisted of 11 overprinted values of Great Britain
issued between July 1888 and March 1893. Of the
eleven values, ten can be found handstamped "SPECIMEN" in violet (all but the ld value). Why was the id
value not included in the handstamped specimen set? Peter Whitmore/RSA
Challenge #2: I have two South African postal orders,
one of 6d uprated to 9d by affixing a 3d stamp and the
second of R1.20. Both were used in South West Africa.
The first in Windhoek (22/9/42), the second in Aroab

Mr. Walsh's reply: Your reply was the only one other
than Lines to give any plausible explanation for what I
have. After looking over the material you sent me and
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(3/9/63). Do readers know of any others? When did the first
SWA postal orders get issued? (No record of submitter,
please identify yourself.)

Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library

Located at 3055 S. Peoria St., Aurora, Colorado, the library
just celebrated is 1st anniversary 31 July last with an
open house and auction.
Generously supported by collectors, libraries and
dealers across the country, the RMPL now has more
than 1,800 volumes, runs of 75 philatelic periodicals,
catalogs from 150 auction houses and a large
collection of USPS publications.
Anyone with duplicate or unwanted philatelic or
Western history literature is encouraged to write to
the Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library, CS27 Box
906, 8007 W. Colfax Ave., Lakewood, CO 80215.

Challenge #1: Does anyone have definitive information
about the De Waal Forwarding Agents, Durban and
Delagoa Bay? In the only list I have seen of the pre-Union
forwarding agents, De Waal is not listed. I have two of
their labels, both canceled at Point/Natal in the 1890s. One
is on piece with a ld postage stamp, canceled October 10. Syl C. Tully/USA

Challenge follow-up: Herewith is a part answer to
Challenge #5 appearing in Vol. VIII, No. 1, Whole #20,
March/June 1994, submitted by Bob Hisey/USA. The use of
official stamps on the official cover in question is
explained by the cover being addressed to an international
destination. Local governments could of course do what they
wished within their own territories as far as the
franking of government mail is concerned. However, covers
addressed to international destinations have to be franked by
postage stamps. This is done to comply with UPU regulations
for intnernational accounting, or so it would seem. - Peter
Whitmore/RSA

When Visiting Denmark

The museum of the Danish Postal Administration
contains many historical and philatelic archives. Ongoing
exhibits do include uniforms, philately and an old
postmark machine, to name just a few. The museum is
located at Valkendorfsgade 9, Copenhagen.

BITS & PIECES AND OTHER
STORIES...
"Bits..." provides members the opportunity to share

interesting little tidbits in a short order format, e.g.,
cancels, covers, rare items. All "Bits" are to be sent to the
Editor. ' "...And Other Stories" is reserved for short written
pieces which do not quite fit the feature article mold; yet it
is more than an interesting cover or cancel. Anecdotal
writings are especially encouraged. To start

things off, long time member Dave Wessely, our US
Int'l Rep, has sent us three interesting and varied "Bits."

The first item is a cover with a Vryburg cancellation (Ill.
1). Dave adds: "Perhaps a question would be `how
unusual is the cover?' Clearly a Boer War cover (1900).
Vryburg was the capital of British Bechuanaland until it
ceased to exist in 1895." Any takers??

Illustration 1 A 1900 Boer War cover - "How unusual is it?"
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Illustration 2 is an amusing 1942 Francestown cover as it
contained the enclosure of support for the British Navy.
Bechanaland is assuredly landlocked.
Dave's third

offering is a Southern Rhodesia lottery ticket which
might be of some non-philatelic interest.

Illustration 2. An amusing 1942 Francestown cover.

Illustration 3. A Southern Rhodesian lottery ticket - might be of some non-philatelic interest.

I
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Our friend and colleague, Jack Grutter, Honorable Editor
of the South African Philatelist forwarded a comment on a
previous "Bit" - BONC 777 for Stormberg Junction
submitted by Werner Seeba/Germany, from the March/
June 1994 issue, page 51. Jack mentions that he has
fortuitously been in correspondence with the owner of the
card which Werner illustrated. The owner had sent the
card to Jack for an opinion. Jack, in turn, immediately
sought the opinion of Bob Goldblatt regarding the cancel.
Both Jack and Bob came to the conclusion that the
BONC was in actuality "77", not "777". Upon close
scrutiny, it became apparent that there was no space in
the BONC for a third digit - in this case a "7". Even so, "
77" for Stormberg Junction has not previously been
recorded, and that is an important part of the record.
•

**

Our Int' Rep/UK, Athol Murray, has sent in a photocopy of
a recently acquired cover which is a thus far unrecorded "
TOO LATE" mark of 1878 (see Ill. below).
•

**

John Campbell/New Zealand shares with us a photocopy of
a censored postal stationery card, Anglo-Boer War 1901.
Though many readers will have come across envelopes or
postcards, especially in the war years, which have a
Censor's stamp or mark, usually on the addressed side,
very few examples seem to come to the surface
showing more thorough censorship to the message, or so
it seems.
From my Boer War collection, I have found this Illustration.
Anunrecordedframed"TOOLATE"handstamp.
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inexpensive, but good example of a way of curbing
information, sent overseas from South Africa.

This postcard (Ill. next page) was sent from Johannesburg to Wiesbaden, Germany on 25 September 1901. It
shows the arrival mark in Wiesbaden Datestdamp 19.
10. 01., plus the "PASSED PRESS CENSOR * JOHANNESBURG" mark.
Whether the censor in Johannesburg himself crossed out
the words and dates, or in fact the receiver, after
reading the news, did the deed, is debatable. One may
never know the truth. Do any readers have similar
examples in their collection with censored mail as in this
example? Any correspondence can be sent c% of the
Editor.
***
Philatelic Library Being Established
Florida Atlantic Univesity in Boca Roton, Florida, is
establishing a philatelic library with a donation from
philatelic writer Herman "Pat" Hearst.
The gift will provide space for donations of books
that may be used by library visitors. David G.
Phillips Publishing Co. is donating copies of the
books presently available from his company.
Collectors wishing to donate better-grade books or
cash bequests may help by writing William Miller,
University Librarian, FAU Library, Box 3092, Boca
Raton, FL 33431.
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Postal & Telecommunications Museum of
Turkey... Located in Ankara at PTT Muzesi, PTT
Meslek Gelistirme, Basmudurlugu Samsun Yolu Uzeri,
Aydinlikevler/Ankara. This could prove to be an
interesting stop in the Asia area. Everything is in
Turkish, so make certain to take along a dictionary.

Greek Philatelic Museum A Must-See In
Athens... Near Panathinaikos Square, corner of 5
Stadious and 2 Fokianou streets in the Pagrati area.
Hours of operation subject to change. It would be best
to have a native speaker call in advance to
confirm when open. Local phone: 7510942.
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John Campbell also provided the following. It is one of the
few cinderella sheet (reduced to 75% actual size) which have
come to light recently.

Printed in red ink, the sheet has the inscription "J. Roy
Stevens, Print & W. S. Calvert, ENG". The individual
stamps are perforated. They show scenes of troops, leaders
from both sides, scenes of battle areas and
Illustration. Anglo-Boer War Cinderella sheet.

prominent places in the war arena.
The sheet itself I purchased for NZ $20 (approximately $
12US from a local second-hand bookshop. I have made
extensive enquiries around the world, but at this stage
have not been able to trace any other similar sheets. It
proves that one does not have to pay a fortune for
interesting items, all the time!

11
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AND OTHER STORIES...

Table Mountain - Gateway to Southern Africa
Norman Kilpatrick, USA

In 1988 the Republic of South African issued four postage
stamps (Sc 706-709) honoring Bartolomeu Dias for his
"discovery" of the Cape of Good Hope. One of the major
sites Dias saw back in the late 1400s was the Table
Mountain which provides a dramatic backdrop for modern
Cape Town.
Table Mountain has been pictures on stamps from
Southern Africa since 1900, when it was pictures on a
Cape of Good Hope colony stamps (Sc 62). It showed up
next in 1927 as South African Scott #32, and on a number
of later issues. Scott #451 (1975) and #600 (1982) are
two Table Mountain stamps that are my favorites.

Since Table Mountain is the same altitude and latitude as
Atlanta, Georgia, it is subject to intense freezing and
thawing during the South Africa Winters (May-Sept).
This has resulted in much breaking off of rocks from the
face of the cliff that faces the Cape Town harbor, and also
is responsible for, from sea level, the mountain appearing
to be flat at the top for most of its distance. In afct, as I
found out when I took a cable car to the top of this
manificent uplift, the top of Table mountain is a rugged
area of rolling expanse and not flat at all. This was
during the winter (August) of 1986, I should add.

Because of the unique appearance of this natural monument to weathering, we know that "civilized" man visited this
area long before the Portuguese reached the area; some
2000 years before, in fact.
Around 609 B.C. the ruler of Egypt (and of Phoenicia)

was King Neco the Second. The Greek historian
Herodotus records Neco's order to have a small group
of Phoenicians sail around Africa and provide his with a
map of the continent of which Egypt was part.
The historical record says the men of Lebanon took
their ships, seed grain and their sailing skills, and
made it from the Red Sea to the Nile Delta on the
Mediterranean within three years!

The journey recorders described the great flat top
mountain they was at the southern tip of Africa and
added that, according to Herodotus, "on the voyage
around (Africa) they had the sun on their right (in
the north)." This caused the great Greek writer to
disbelieve their feat. Today we know from the
statements about the great flat top mountain and the
sun being in the north, that they had to have made
the trip they were paid to complete.

Sailors from The Lebanon usually looked for "Punic
landscapes" whey the spent time on voyages, so it seems
likely Cape Town Harbor is one of the places where
they planted and harvested their grain before moving
west and north toward the Pillars of Hercules and the
Mediterranean.
This
great voyage of discovery, that reached South

Africa so long before the sailors from Europe did, is the
reason that Table Mountain shows up in odd places.
One is on page 141 of the 1975 history book, The
Phoenecians. Possibly the new government of South
Africa will someday honor these daring explorers for
their truly amazing efforts. Remember, it took the far
more advanced Portuguese some 80 years to make the
same voyage, from west to east.

IllustrationsA1986photogrampshowingTableMountainfromCapeTownharbor.
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Actually this type of exercise can be a very good learning
experience. The discovery (?) of a stamp with a different
appearance. Then, the assessment of other stamps to
match the frame type. This is stamp collecting at its
best. And it is also a very good lesson in the need to
have good reference books on your subject.
By the way, I have not yet acquired an example of the
fourth printing of the 2d value, particularly the block of
four with the much thicker value (rows 15 and 16/5 and
6). But I did learn that good reference books are a
priority requirement.

South African ld Postage Due - Reprint 1959

Bernard Doherty, Australia
Being relatively new to the South African postage due
scene, I was at the point of going into print, suggesting
that the id Group IX postage due stamp may possibly
have been reprinted using a different exterior cylinder.
My educated guess was to have been some time in
1959 or early in 1960. This would be just prior to the
change to decimal currency.
My reason for the suggestion was that in mounting South
African postage dues items for an exhibit, I found a id
value (SG 39 - South African Handbook D38) which had a
much clearer exterior frame printing than other similar
values in that group. The color was similar to the 1961
decimal (1c) value, exterior frame printing, with a finer
screening which gives it similar clarity in the design. The
is especially noticeable in regard to the definition of
the letters.
According to a note in The Springbok, March/April
edition 1961, page 36, the new one cent black and red (
carmine) postage due stamp was printed with interior
cylinder 110 and exterior cylinder 85. However, examination of the stamp under magnification (10x) showed that
the leaves above and below the value tablet were not
as finely printed as the pre-decimal stamp being examined.

x ~: s

Early Postal History of Zululand Wilson Wong,

Hong Kong
There is precious little information available about the
early postal history of Zululand, particularly before the
the 1879 Anglo-Zulu War. One of the most intriguing
cancellations is undoubtedly the Shield Type P. O. No.
56 cancellation, Type L2, listed in the handbook "The
Postal Markings of Natal" by Hart, Kantey and Leon.
In the handbook the cancellation was stated to be
allotted to "Zululand" from 1874 to about 1880, based on
records in Natal. However, the location of this "Zululand"
post office was apparently not recorded. Although most
Shield Type cds are not common, P. O. No. 56 is
probably among the rarest. Certainly very few examples
are known.
One entire which bears this postmark was addressed to
Durban, dated 15 September 1876 and was illustrated in
the handbook. It was franked with a natal 1d, and the P.
O. No. 56 cds was used both as killer and despatch
cancellations. It also has in front a faint Shield Type
No. 45 cds of Kearsney, Natal, about six miles south of
the lower end of the Tugela River which divided Natal
and Zululand. On the reverse there are No. 51 cds of
Stanger dated 16 September and Durban arrival cds of
18 September 1876 (Fig. 1).
Kearsney, Stanger and Durban are more or less aligned
near the coast in Natal. Now if it took only one day for
the entire to travel from P. O. No. 56 in "Zululand",
crossing the Lower Tugela River, through P. O. No. 45
to P. O. No 51 (Stanger), it stands to reason that P. O.
No. 56 was reasonably close to the coastal border in
Zululand. It was likely, therefore, to be a short distance
north of the Lower Tugela River, probably situated in a
small store. It would have very limited usage in those
days and probably was abolished during the 1879
Anglo-Zulu War. P. O. No. 56 is indeed the earliest
postmark attributed to Zululand. Perhaps readers and
provide information about its exact location.

Another possibility was that the exterior frame plate of
the February 1959 NEW issue of the 6d value, from
different cylinders, interior 63 and exterior 92, may have
been used. The Stamps of South Africa, Golden Jubilee
Edition Handbook Catalogue states: "Except for the frames
being lighter in colour, the stamps resemble those of the
first issue very closely. This is quite correct; however, the
clarity of printing had changed. And comparing the id
value mentioned above with the new issue 6d, one finds
similar characteristics, particularly in regard to the leaves
above and below the value tablet.
One can imagine that the quantity of 1d value stamps
required would be much greater than other postage due
stamp values, necessitating a reprint.
At this point I realized the value of a good reference
library, for I suddenly found that I had no detailed
information at all on this "Group" of postage due stamps.
A plea for help to David Collyer, the New South Wales,
Australia Philatelic Federation (APF), Research Officer,
provided appropriate details. Suddenly, I found that this
particular group of South African postage due stamps
happened to be the most complex of all the groups. And
yes, there was a reprint of the id value, and exterior
cylinder 92 was used. However, according to this
information, exterior cylinder 92 was also used for the last
of the four printings of the 2d value. Which opened up a
whole new area to examine.

Another puzzle is the Shield Type P. O. No. 35 Type
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Figure 1. Front and reverse of a cover from Zululand to Natal with the
P. 0. No. 56 cds.

L1, the number of which is unrecorded in the handbook.
An example dated 10 january 1879 was applied on an AngloZulu War cover charged 1/- (in handstamp) officer's
Double Rate of up to 1 oz. It was written by the wellknown Lieutenant Gonville Bromhead, who won his
Victoria Cross for the defence of Rorke's Drift on 23
January 1879. The endorsement on front stated "Posted on 9
January 1879/Thring's Drift/No stamps procurable". The
cover also has P. 0. No. 11 of Greytown dated 13
January 1879 on reverse, plus various transit and arrival
cds (Fig. 2).
Thring's Drift (or Post) was near the Lower Tugela River
on the Natal/Zululand border. Bromhead's Regiment, the
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2nd Battalion/24th, marched from Thring's Post to Rorke's
Drift much further up the Tugela River on the 9th or 10th
January. P. 0. No. 11, Greytown, is somewhat nearer
to Thring's Post than to Rorke's Drift. So where would P.
0. No. 35 be? Is it possible that P. 0. No. 35 is at
Rorke's Drift? Bromhead could have written the letter at
Thring's Post but took it to Rorde's Drift for posting.
Another possibility is that P. 0. No. 35 was actually at
Thring's Post or somewhere near and that mail
communications from this location was difficult at that
time. This may account for the rather long three days'
travel time to Greytown. I hope readers can provide more
information on it.
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Figure 2. Front and reverse of Anglo-Zulu War cover showing example of Shield Type P. 0. No. 35 Type Ll cancel.

Collecting A Single Stamp
Morgan T. Farrell, USA

One area of philately that can be very rewarding is the
study of a single stamp. Is a stamp is chosen that has had
little attention paid to it and enough material can be
gathered, anyone can become the expert on that particular
stamp (with a little work of course). This, in my opinion,
is what philately is all about. The great thing about
philately in general is that there are really no rules. We
can go about it anyway we like. So the following are only
my ideas on how one can study a single stamp.

I am not really a single stamp collector, myself, but in
my major collecting area (Union 1910-1954) I study one
issue at a time. I will study it as thoroughly as possible
until information and material have run out, and then go
on to a new stamps until more information or material from
the first turns up.

C h o o s i n g A S t a m p : My best advice on the choice of
what stamp to study is to let the availability of material
be a large part of that decision. Obviously the more
material, the more you can learn. Even if a stamp is
relatively common, you will learn little if you can
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only gather a couple of hundrene of them. It is best to
watch for an unpicked lot from a dealer or auction house
that contains large numbers of a single stamp. "Unpicked
from" is a difficult call to make. Bundleware is usually a
good sign. The value of dealer's stock in envelopes
usually depends on what kind of customers the dealer has
had. Remember though, good varieties, postmarks, etc.,
do find their way back to dealers' stocks. People sell
collections of deceased family members with little knowledge of their real philatelic worth. Often the dealer
himself will care little if anything except for catalog value.

are given in all major catalogs. Just by being award of
a few basic descriptive terms and their definitions, you
can open up an interesting area of study - especially if
the stamp was in use for a long time. Again, using
dated copies, see what times of usage that you can
develop. Many years ago the early Transvaal stamps
were all cataloged in one group. It was only later
that study brought out the different papers used and
their relative rarity.
'

Watermark: Are they upright, inverted, sideways or
reversed? Are they missing? Are parts of the watermark
broken or deformed? Are they shifted up or down or
left or right? Many watermark varieties and their rarity
are known for most stamps, but the chance of a new
discovery is always possible.

INFORMATION: Once the stamp is chosen and some
study material is available, the best thing to do is to
gather up all the information that has already been
written on the stamp. This includes all catalogs and other
philatelic literature in which the stamp may be addressed.
Put is all together in an order that you can understand
and then you will have a base on which to begin your
study. There is no sense in wasting your time in learning
the hard way what is already known. Philatelic libraries
are very useful for gathering this information. Bear in
mind that some things that are written in older poublications may differ from newer ones. As a specialist, your
research will have to satisfy you on which ideas are
correct.

Perforations: How many possible combinations are
there? Are there different kinds of perforating, e.g.,
clean cut, rough, etc.?
Position Pieces: Any stamps with selvage from the
margins will be of interest. Gather any available
pieces such as stamps, pairs or blocks with attached
arrows, numbers, jubilee lines, etc.
Varieties: Usually there will be cataloged plate
varieties and these should be sought out. But this is not
the end of this endless subject. Other interesting
varieties can be discovered and identified. If varieties
are constant then they are of plating value. If they are
non-constant they they can be of interest as an oddity.
Varieties can occur from characteristics of the individual
cliche, cracks or damage to the plate, inking or shifting
or misregistration of the plates. The ultimate in flaw
study is the reconstruction of the sheet by plating. This
is one of my favorite undertakings and is a subject in
itself. To make a long story short though, varieties
probably offer the greatest area of new discovery
possibilities and this is what it is all about.

What To Study: When all of the above is done, then
decide what it is you want to learn and how you want to
arrange your collection. Once again, there are no rules.
The following are some suggestions as to what one can
focus upon.
Issues: If the stamp had more than one issue, or more
than one plate (or set of plates), used in its production,
see if there are dates of use, shades or other
characteristics that can set the stamp apart from each
issue. This scheme may already be known or you may
discover it. Go a step further and see if you can identify
separate printing runs.

Leftovers: What do you do with your hoard of stamps
when you are done? My advice is to hold on to them
for awhile. Some new information may turn up and
you may want to have another look. I have several
times found new discoveries among stamps that I had
already studied. Do not forget those postmarks. Even if it
is the stamp that is of interest to you, a side collection
of postmarks can only enhance the study.
Write It Up: My finishing thoughts on the matter of
collecting a single stamp are to write it all down,
whatever your study has found. You may give it all up
one day and sell the stamps, but what you write down
may stay with philatelists forever.
I would welcome comments from readers sent through
the Editor.

Colors/Shades: Depending on the stamps, this can be
an endless study. If the stamp was in use for a long
time it will almost certainly have more than a few
shades. Their differences can best be seen by comparing
the solid parts of color of the stamps. I usually arrange
them all on a single page in some semblance of a color
order until I
run out of new shades. If you want to name them all, go
ahead. I am usually not able to do this. Sometimes
there will be a single shade or color that is known to
be rare. Watch for it. They can be found. You may also
be able to identify a rare shatd or color yourself. If
you have 20,000 stamps and only two or three are of one
definable shade, you probably have a good one. Be
aware of color changelings, however. If you have many
dated stamps, approximate times of usage of each major
shade may be developed.
Paper: I am no expert on paper, but basic descriptions
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Zulu Notes
Tony Davis, Canada
This installment looks at an interesting sidelight to Zululand postal
history ...the story of how some surcharged mail resulted in a flurry of claims
and counter-claims between Zululand and Natal and brought into
question the entire postal union between the two colonies.

Mail Wars
Arising out of the 1879 Zulu War, the division of the
territory into a number of chiefdoms, and the eventual
restoration of the Zulu king, Cetswayo, Imperial British
forces were present to ensure the Queen's peace.
One such force was the 1st Battalion of the Royal Scots,
the Lothian Regiment. Aside from their military activities in
the small colony, members of the Royal Scots found
themselves involved in another campaign in 1891 - though
this time it was not against assegai-bearing Zulu impis - it
was against bureaucrats of the Natal postal administration.
But before we address this particular campaign, we need
to turn to a problem experienced by the Zululand postal
authorities in 1891.
Faced with a shortfall in one penny values of the British
overprinted definitive, the local administration requested
from the Crown Agents a replacement one penny value.
The De La Rue printing house overprinted the Natal one
penny revenue stamps with the word "Zululand". And
under Proclamation number four of 1891, the overprinted
value received official postal use (Fig. 1).
Several privates, members of the 1st Battalion, Royal
Scots, used the new value on correspondence to fellow
colleagues of "H" Company of the Royal Scots, based in
Pietermaritzburg,
Natal.
Unfortunately
the
postal
administration in Natal did not accept the new Zululand
postage, and accordingly surcharged the mail, penalizing
the letters 2d.
The Zululand troops were not too impressed with this
affront - they had paid for the postage and now faced
further costs and the non-delivery of their mail. complaints were lodged with the Zululand postal authorities
and the stage was set for a struggle between colonial civil
servants and officials.
The Colonial Secretary for Natal became so embroiled in this
controversy that he was driven to write in June, 1891:
"The question as to what gounds the Postmaster General of Natal has for
surcharging letters which as far as the Zululand Post Office is
concerned have been duly prepaid exercised me considerably."
Three examples of such returned mail - fronts and backs are illustrated as figures 2, 3 and 4. All three letters were
mailed in April, 1891. Several issues arise over the
surcharging:

Figure 1. Zululand Proclamation number IV of 1891 providing for the
issue of the overprinted Natal one penny revenue stamp. The
proclamation declares the issue to be deemed and declared "a
postage stamp".
(ZULULAND,

No. IV., 1891.]
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Figure 1. First cover example of returned mail (front/back) of soldiers' mail, 1st Battalion, Royal Scots, surcharged 2d by Natal postal authorities.

Figure 2. Second cover front/back showing returned soldiers' mail with reverse showing military stationery crest and Durban and General
Post Office cancels in April, 1891.
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Figure 4. Third example showing the front/back of a returned soldier's letter.

Zululand postal officials in turn were in a quandary - they
had received 180,000 overprinted revenue stamps from
the Crown Agents, which faced future surcharges.
Windham requested of Chadwick that as Zululand could
not afford "further expense on these stamps", that Natal
post offices be directed to accept mail bearing these
stamps.
Chadwick was prepared to issue such instructions but
warned the Zululand postal administration that other
countries could also levy surcharges.
Just when it seemed that an accord was likely, Natal's
Acting Auditor, A. W. Taylor, began agitating over the
issue. In correspondence, dated may 15, 1891, Taylor
noted that he was not justified in ordering a refund for
the surcharges and asked "how comes it that the stamps
were not defaced at the Eshowe Post Office?"

Zululand's Acting Resident Commissioner, W. Windham,
set out the basic dilemma in official correspondence of
April, 1891:
"As Zululand Postal and Revenue Departments are separate from
those of Natal, I fail to see the purpose for the interference by the
Post Office Natal in surcharging Zululand letters which have passed the
Post Office in Zululand."
Windham further states that Natal postal authorities must
refund the surcharges and argues that it is not for Natal to
determine which stamps Zululand issues.
However, Natal's Postmaster General, H. Chadwick,
responded to the complaints about surcharges in May,
1891, noting that according to the Postal Convention
between Natal and Zululand postage must be paid by
means of postage stamps (Fig. 5). Chadwick stated:
"If a letter for Natal posted in Zululand be not properly prepaid, the
Natal Post Office is interested, seeing it is entitled to double any
amount of postage deficient, and it is only looking after its own
interest in making any charge omitted in Zululand".

An embarrassed Eshowe Postmaster, Edwin Daw, subsequently admitted that he was at fault for not obliterating
the soldiers' mail. However, the Natal Auditor continued
to question the release of the Zululand one penny
overprinted value, and Zululand's Distributor of Stamps,
Gardner, offered only a weak explanation in reply to
such enquiries:
"The stamps in question were handed over to my predecessor as
Postage Stamps. . .before I took office. . .1 therefore had no doubt but
that they were available for that purpose."
Windham, after several enquiries of his own, was
satisfied that the stamps in question were meant for
legitimate postal usage.

The Natal official goes on to question if the three stamps
on the soldiers' letters were in fact utilized as postage
because they were not cancelled - "Their non-cancellation was at
first regarded as an indication that they were not recognized (as
postage stamps) in Zululand."
Chadwick requested that the Zululand postal authorities
discontinue the issue or overprint the values "postage".
And, as a conciliatory gesture, the Postmaster General
recommended that the surcharges be refunded once the
stamps were defaced.
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Figure 5. Zululand Proclamation number 22 of 1888, setting out the postal agreement between Zululand and Natal, effective May 11, 1888.

Auditor Taylor was still not prepared to let the matter
est, and argued that Natal was being "deprived of the
revenue due to it" under the Postal Agreement (clause 3)
in that the Zululand mail was not being prepaid by
postage stamps in terms of clause 2 of the Agreement.
Windham's reply to this new challenge was blunt - he had
already set out his reasons why Natal should not surcharge
mails bearing the overprinted stamp.

A feisty Taylor answered the Natal Postmaster General's
request for a response to Windham's rebuttal by noting
that if the Secretary for Zululand's opinions were
accepted then the Postal agreement between the two
colonies became void.
This storm in a teacup was now brewing to tempest
proportions!
A flurry of official correspondence during June 1891
between the two colonies reflect the horror of senior
officials over this "muddle" which had arisen.
Auditor Taylor, once again raised the opinion that
Zululand should overprint the stamps "postage", and also
detailed for Natal's Colonial Secretary the issues in
correspondence dated June 18, 1891:
"I cannot say that there is a real loss of revenue to natal, but it is
being deprived of revenue due to it under Clause 3 of the Postal
Agreement. I maintain that, as long as that Agreement remains in
force, the Postmaster General has no power or authority to depart
from its conditions, nor has he any alternative than to surcharge letters
stamped only with revenue stamps, and thus collect, on behalf of
Natal, what is due to her."
Several Natal civil servants reviewed Taylor's letter and
advised the Postmaster General that the Auditor was
correct in his views on the matter. As a result of this
input, the Colonial Secretary for Natal in turn produced
the following opinion on June 23, 1891:
"The Law 2, 1869, provides for the use of postage stamps for postal
purposes and enables the Governor by proclamation to direct,
appoint, define and describe the colour, inscription or other distinguishing mark of stamps to be used as postage stamps.

By the Law 38, 1884, Section K, part 9, and by Section of Law 80,
1885, postal stamps may be used for revenue purposes.
By the English statutes 44 Victoria, 12 and 47, and 4 and 4 Victoria, 72 and
13, 15, stamps (inscribed as postal and inland revenue) may b used
for both postal and revenue purposes.
I think it will be well for the Governor of Zululand to define under the
provisions of Sec 3 of Law 2, 1869, that the stamps which have been sent out
in error and are now used for postal purposes shall be postage
stamps within the meaning of the law."

With that ruling, the Natal authorities issued proclamation
number IV of 1891, concerning the Zululand "revenue"
stamp.

Windham, according to official files, appeared to have'
had the last word on the subject, advising staff on June
29, 1891, that the stamp would continue to be used until
stocks ran out.
To summarise - Natal postal authorities did not recognise
the overprinted Natal revenue stamp for postal use by
Zululand because of the lack of a postal reference on
the stamp and that the stamps on the soldiers' mail
had not been marked in any way. The former issue,
they believed struck at the heart of the postal accord
between the two colonies.
From the Zululand perspective, the Crown Agents had
erred by not approving a suitable one penny value for
postal purposes and that the Eshowe postmaster also
was at fault in not cancelling the stamps, but that
Zululand was not going to be told by another colony
what stamps they could or could not use. They were
also determined to be refunded for any arising surcharges. And finally, they would use the stamps until
they ran out, rejecting any suggestions to withdraw or
add a postage overprint to their stocks.
It would be interesting to chronicle if any other examples
of surcharged Zululand mails bearing the overprinted
Natal revenue stamp exist on letters during this period
or in later years.

THE AUCTION CORNER

As space permits the Journal highlights selections
from auctions of its advertisers.
Alan Raw Philatelics/August '94: lot 520, Rhodesia cover with three varieties of the 1966 3d Harrison
definitive, 1st with pale blue omitted, 2nd with
missing branches, the 3rd with blue shift; lot 433,
BSAC 1897 3d marginal corner pair with SHEET
NO 388, with "SPECIMEN" diagonal ovpt; lot 341,
Natal 1857 6d tied to piece with "P. M BURG"
oval cancel; lot 649 South Africa 1963 1212c, red
cross omitted var; lot 756 Ger. SWA 1900 5M
mint corner marg blk of 4.
Johnson Philatelics/September '94: lot 326 OFS
1900 3d on 3d ultra, dbl surchg-one diagonal; lot
301 No. Rhodesia, 1963 20/- value omitted, mint;
lot 307, Nyasalnd 1896 ld-Ll mint SPECIMEN ovpt;
lot 338, Rhodesia 1896-97 8d green & mauve
IMPERF pair; lot 377, Rhodedsia & Nyasaland 195962 carmine-red omitted; lot 410 South Africa 1931
cvr with strip of three ld ship, left hand stamp
variety FRAME Omitted; lot 450 South Africa
1933-49 id grey & carmine imperf block of twelve
with inverted wmk, mint.

The Rhodesias

Column Editor Bill Wallace is seeking a co-editor for this
column due to the recent passing of Tom Yazman.
Interested readers should contact Bill by writing him at P.
O. Box 16381, San Francisco, CA 94116 USA

postally used.) The supply of these stamps quickly ran
out and other values were used, often piecemeal, to
make the rate. Shown are bisects of the first issue two
shilling (Fig. 2) and four shilling (Fig. 3) stamp
combined to make the three shilling rate.

Rhodesia Hut Taxes

William R. Wallace, USA

Figure 2. Bisect of the first issue two shilling.

The British South Africa Company (B.S.A.C.) ruled
Rhodesia, both Northern and Southern under charter
from the 1890s until 1923. In addition to administrating
the area, encouraging mining and farming, they also had
the power to tax the population. The B.S.A.C. had many
needs and and too few settlers to pay for it all. There
were about two million Africans, who for the most part,
attempted to maintain their own way of life. They had not
desire, nor need, to work for the European settler. The
B.S.A.C. in a stroke of wicked genius decided to
impose a Hut Tax of three shillings per hut. Obviously
pleas of poverty, or lack of participating in the cash
economy fell on deaf ears. (You might try this when you next
receive a property tax notice, no doubt failure to comply
would bring the same results.)
This tax now only raised money for the B.S.A.C., but also
forced the Africans into the economy. They had little
choice but to find employment in the mines, on the farms,
or in the homes of settlers.
In what later was to become Southern Rhodesia, now
Zimbabwe, small brass half-disks (about 38mm in diameter) were given out as receipts for the Hut Tax. These
were stamped with the letters B.S.A.C., another letter as
C and the dates as 1913-14. A small hold was drilled in
the top and probably were hung on the hut itself. A
numismatist may run across these more often than a
philatelist. Figure 1 shows one of these disks which are
not amenable to photocopying relative to the face detail.

Figure 1. Half-disk given out as receipt for payment of Hut Tax.

In Northeast Rhodesia, later part of Northern Rhodesia,
now Zambia, huts were taxed beginning in 1901. The
three shilling stamps issued in 1894 and 1896 were often
used on Hut Tax receipts (These stamps are scarce

Next is a bisect of the 1896 Large Arms five shilling and
one shilling (Fig.4).

Figure 4. Five and one shilling bisects.

We also have a complete two shilling 1896 Large Arms
combined with bisect (Fig. 5) and complete six pence
with bisect of the five shilling stamp (Fig. 6).
Figure 5. Complete two shilling combined with bisect.

Figure 6. Bisect of five shilling and complete six pence.

The 1892 issue two shilling stamp is shown complete plus
bisect (Fig. 7) and unusual one-half plus one-quarter of
the first issue four shilling stamp (Fig. 8). All are
cancelled with 35mm double circle. Between the circles it
reads "The British South Africa Company" and within "
Revenue/Northeastern/Rhodesia".
Figure 7. Two shilling complete plus bisect.

Figure 8. An unusual one-half plus one-quarter of the four shilling.

After Northeastern Rhodesia and Northwestern Rhodesia
were' joined into a single administrative territory, stamps
were no longer used. Rubber stamped impressions were
made directly onto the tax receipt from 1910 to 1927.
Figure 9 shows these impressions.
British Central Africa, later Nyasaland, now Malawi also
imposed this tax but used revenue stamps. Here also are
found bisects of the six shilling revenue stamp and "addons" such as six-pence stamp affixed to the two shilling
six pence revenue stamp.
References:
Hut Tax Tokens by P.G. Locke, Heritage of Zimbabwe, No. 11, 1992;
Article by A. Koeppel, The American Revenue,; Narch 1987

Society Affairs
Vice President Position Open

We know that a number of members have a personal
computer. The Board now sends out its appeal for a
volunteer to become the Membership Data Base Project
Manager. The person taking on the task will certainly
play a key role in determining the nature of the reports
to be made available to the Board and individual
members. In fact, we will be "picking the brains" of the
Project Manager as to how best to use the information.
By the way, this invitation goes to any member, whether
they be in North America or in any of the other fifteen
countries where there is a PSGSA'er. Over 40% of the
membership resides outside of the US. Time and
distance should not be an issue for this project.
Any member interested in the project, please contact
the Secretary, Bill Brooks, P. O. Box 2698, San
Bernardino, CA 92406.

Due to business commitments, Richard Millar has found it
necessary to step-down from the VP Board position.
Richard is continuing as a member and regrets that he can
no longer serve as an officer. The Board thanks him for his
service.

At present, Board members serve on an open-ended basis
until such time as there is a challenger steps forward ,
and/or the incumbent finds it necessary to resign (as in
Richard's case).
Because of the vacancy we have one of those rare
opportunities (in the history of PSGSA) for one or more
members, desiring a leadership role, to step forward and
"throw their hat in the ring." To date, the responsibilities
of the VP position have been focused upon membership
recruitment. One of the recruitment tools has been the
mailing of recruitment packets to APS members who
collect our area and are not members of the Society.
Mailing labels are periodically obtained from APS for that
purpose. The recruitment packets are provided by the
Secretary.
One of the exciting aspects of being a Society Board
member is that one is relatively free to be as creative
as one wishes in carrying out one's duties. In otherwords,
an incumbent has a relatively free hand in writing his/
her own job description.

s

From The Program Chair

Bob Taylor, Director
Things are moving for "THE Celebration of British Africa
Philately" to be held at PACIFIC 97. Bill Brooks, our
mover and shaker, is doing a huge job in getting it
organized and our first Celebration Newsletter is now in
the hands of those who have indicated an interest. I
will be glad to enter anyone's name on the mailing list
by sending said request to me at 674 Chelsea Dr.,
Sanford, NC 27330. If you request copies of the
newsletter, be prepared to volunteer in some capacity to
make it work.
As your Director/Programs, I would like to see more
exhibitors from our ranks. I know the material and
expertise is out there and the rewards are stupendous.
You won't get rich but you will learn a new aspect of
philatelic joy. I will be glad to help anyone interested in
gettng started. I would also like to see our society
present a program or seminar at at least four World
Series of Philately shows each year. SESCAL, MILCOPEX, a northeast show and VAPEX come to mind. I will
handle VAPEX as well as our annual meeting at
stAmPShow and will welcome volunteers for the others.
Let me hear from you... Bob

A membership recruitment campaign has been under
discussion for 1995. The VP will have ample support and
input for the campaign. One of the great things about
this Society Board is that no one works in a vacuum, and
help is always there for the asking.
In closing, any member interested in applying for VP
should send a letter of interest to our President, Dr. Guy
Dillaway, P. O. Box 181, Weston, MA 02193. Said letter of
interest should be submitted by January 15, 1995.
Membership Data Base Manager Desired

Some time ago we reported a project wherein all
membership application data was to be computerized.
Due to personal work demands by former member Larry
Goldberg the project had to be placed on hold. The plan
was to generate lists of members with common interests,
e.g., CGH. Members would be able to ask for a roster of
members who collected the same area. In addition, the
Society would be able to review the data to determine the
most effective way to market its services and publications
to collectors and advertisers alike.

PLAN ON PACIFIC 9 7
AND THE CELEBRATION OF
BRITISH AFRICA PHILATELY! !
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From The Archives
Tim Bartshe, Director/Archives

The PSGSA Library has some new acquisitions to bring to
your attention this issue. Through auction purchases, via our
President, we now have the hardbound editions of
the Handbook/Catalogue Union of South Africa Stamps,
Volume I M II, and the Golden Jubilee Edition. The first
book, some 326 pages, represents the Van Riebeeck
Tercentenary edition published in 1952. This volume covers
all aspects of the Union of South Africa from
interprovincials through the 1949 issues, postage dues,
officials, stationery, used abroad, meter franks and even
Christmas Seals. Volume II is a supplement to the original
with additions and corrections and includes the first Animal
Series issued in 1954. The Golden Jubiliee Edition,
published in 1960, is a complete revision of the first two
books and is set in a different format with photos reduced in
sise. These are important works for the beginning to
intermediate collector of South African material and contain
information not found in any other major work to my
knowledge.
The Library also has photocopies of several other works that
fill in some large gaps, courtesy of member Jim Ryan and my
trusty old machine. The first is North of the
Zambesi,' The Postmarks and Postal History of Northern
Rhodesia and Zambia, by Hal Hoyte, published by the
Rhodesian Study Circle. This is a most comprehensive work
on the subject of postmarks from this area contained in nearly
200 pages. A 91-page booklet, The
Surcharging of Rhodesias Mail by Mitchell and Tring,
was published in 1978 and deals with the stamps of the "
illegal regime" of Ian Smith and how the mail was
treated. This period lasted from 1965 until 1971 and is a
fascinating example of modern postal history and detective
work. Along the same vein is the Rhodesian Post Offices
Where and When by W.F. Calder, 1984. This is a detailed
listing of all offices in Southern and Northern Rhodesia
which served as postal and telegraph offices with some
information as to their opening and closing dates. This small
booklet contains 72 pages.
Two major works published by Collectors Mail Auctions (
Pty) Ltd. (Ralph Putzel's old firm) are also available.
The first is A.F. Scott's The Cancellations c~ Postal
Markings of Basutoland/Lesotho Post O11Ices Their
Historical Background This 300-page book is profusely
illustrated with covers, postmarks and photographs/ picture
postcards along the same format followed by Ralph in his
Encyclopedia volumes and ongoing monumental postmark
series. The second is Hasso Reisener's
1978 The Special Commemorative Postmarks, Cachets &
Covers of South Africa 1892-197i This 340-page book
deals with special postmarks, slogan machine cancellations,
philatelic exhibitions, official and semi-official cards, covers
and seasonal postmarks. All are well

-61

illustrated with a short but detailed write-ups.
Anita Beach has sent copies of the responses to her call for
information on the JIPEX miniature sheet issued by
the Union of South Africa. Included is the article by
Gilbert from the South African Philatelist 1937, a
write-up from a collection and a listing of the
advertisements on the panes from member Jan Stolk of
Holland.
One final note for all of ybu Orange Free Staters out
there (closet of otherwise). Fellow member, Martin
Nicholson, has put together a small booklet (145
pages)
T h e P o s t O f c e s of the Orange Free State to 1910
listing all of the post offices opened to union with their
opening and closing (if applicable) dates. This is a very
useful compilation of the 2-volume work of Archie
Batten and the 4-volume Encyclopaedia of South African
Post Offices and Postal Agencies by Putsel.
Who wants to carry around 30 pounds (50 kilograms) of
books to keep track of what the postmark collector has in
his collection. But this is really the least important factor of
this booklet. Martin has taken the 622 post offices, etc., and
produced a checklist of partial postmarks with crossreferences to the appropriate office. For those who collect
postmarks of any country, this is a very useful tool as not
every
postmark
is
a
"sockedon-the-nose".
This
publication may be purchased from Martin directly for L7.
50 for non-OFSSC members or L6.50/R40/$12 for
members. The address is 3 Grovelands, Daventry,
Northants, Northamptonshire NN11 4DH, England.

Correction. In the last column (Whole #21, p. 118) I stated "our exhibit

from Ameripex... organized by Frederick Lawrence". It should
have read the World Columbian Stamp Expo in Chicago, 1992. I
apologize for any misunderstanding. Thanks to long time member T.P.
McDermott of New York for pointing this out.

Mail Auction '94 Update

Things are really heating-up as we approach the bid closing
date. As of this writing there have been over 30 bidders.
Of the lots, 50% of them have bids. There is a great deal
of action in the back-of-the-book areas. Over 20% of the
lots have competing bids. Total bids thus far fall within $5
- $6,000. Gross winning bids are somewhere in the area of $
3,300.

Combined PSGSA and RSC Meeting-23 July '94.
. . as reported by Bill Wallace

A smaller than usual turnout at this meeting hosted by
Graham & Barbara Stott. Making the trek to Dublin were
Paul & Joan Buechner, Hank & Trudy Ibsen and Bill &
Janice Wallace. Regrets were sent by John McChesneyYoung and Peter Sargent.
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Barbara had a "snack" ready which could easily have been
a luncheon. The ladies immediately left for shopping and
an antique auto auction. As they left, we all wondered
who would become the proud owner of a 1936 PierceArrow by the evening.

PACIFIC 97 - May 29-June 8, 1997 - San Francisco.
FIP World Exhibition. PSGSA Tenth Anniversary
meeting. Society sponsored mini-convention - "THE
Celebration of British Africa Philately" with 20 specialty
groups and organizations invited to participate. PSGSA
sponsored 1500-lot British Africa specialty auction. For
further information contact Bob Taylor, Event Director.
***

Graham displayed South Africa dues and officials. Hank
brought various South Africa and pre-Union state stamps.
Paul had his Rhodesian id double heads and told of
several correspondences with RSC members in the UK
regarding the flaws. Bill showed some SWA covers and
recent postal history of Zimbabwe including a cover from
their forces in Somalia.

fr

Study Group Updates

Members are encouraged to establish communication
with others having similar interests. This feature is
available in each issue for that purpose.
Any member wishing to form a study group/circle should
send a short entry for "...Updates" to the Editor. Once
formed, a group can use this feature for information
releases and the like.
Will Ross/US thinks he might be a little eccentric for
doing so, but he would love to hear from others who
would be interested in forming a 'Homelands' study
group. If these stamp-issuing entities are of interest,
please write to Will at 6456 Woodley Ave., Van Nuys,
CA 91406.
Larry Goldberg/US desires to form, a group focusing
upon anything to do with Rhodesia UDI and beyond,
short of Zimbabwe. His address is 100 Lexington, Dr.,
Suite 210, Buffalo Grove, IL 60089.
***

One of the highlights of the meeting was Graham's "
electron microscope", a fantastic piece of optical
engineering which was used quite a bit during the
meeting.

A "discussion" arose regarding one of Graham's South
African postage dues. Was the numeral "5" blue or black?
As tones were drawn, the stamp was put under the
microscope and still there was no agreement. This
eventually led to some members becoming black and blue.
Everything settled down as we attempted to repair a
Wedgewood bowl.
We noted our meeting had gone on for four-and-a-half
hours, so we were actually ready when our wives returned
(sans Pierce-Arrow). We then proceeded to a small Thai
restaurant where we had an excellent meal. We raised
our glasses to the late Tom Yasman.

The next local meeting in the San Francisco Bay Area will
be in late January or early February. For more
information, please contact Bill Wallace, P.O. Box 16381,
San Francisco, CA 94116 USA.
***

Society Translation Service

The following members have volunteered to provide
translations on a time available basis:
* Afrikaans & German to English - Bob Hisey, 7337
Sparta Rd., Sebring, FL 33872
* Afrikaans & German to English - Dr. H.U. Bantz,
47 Van Santen Dr., Horison View 1724, RSA
Any member wishing to be a volunteer translator, please
contact the Editor and indicate languages.

Society Meetings

STaMpsHOW 95 - Mid to late August 1995 - St. Louis,
MO. PSGSA annual meeting and program. Society "Best
Exhibit" Award. Presentation of "Lupo Memorial Award"
for best article to appear in the Journal. Those
planning to attend and/or who would like to give a
program, please contact our Director/Programs, Bob
Taylor, 674 Chelsea Dr., Sanford, NC 27330.

SESCAL 95 - Late September/early October '95 - Los
Angeles. PSGSA Fall Regional meeting and program.
Society "Best Exhibit" Award available. Potential presentors and exhibitors please contact Bob Taylor.
Northern California Joint Sessions with the Rhodesian Study Circle - Each January and July, or
thereabouts, in the greater San Francisco Bay area.
Contact Bill Wallace, P.O. Box 16381, San Francisco, CA
94116.

•

B,bf
"Well, maybe this Isn't the right address, but '
you have to admit - we delivered It prumptlyi"

MHM+a t+WnM
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Late Arrival Call For Help

Going To Munich, Germany?

New member David Mordant/RSA is exploring the
possibility of writing a book on the Cape Rectangulars. The
last definitive work in the area was that of Allis,
published in 1930. David writes "I do have extensive
information and a large collection of unusual varieties, but I
do have a weakness in proofs and essays. Thus, if I am to do
a book, I would need somebody to write the section on proofs
and essays as my knowledge thereof is limited. A book
without such items as part of the subject content would be
incomplete as many philatelists regard them as indispensable
and a great area for research and collectability. Those wishing
to collaborate may contact David at: P.O. Box 21161,
Helderkruin 1733, RSA

You will want to visit the City's Philatelic Library. This
facility is considered by some as one of the most
important libraries for postal history and philately in in
the world. About 37,000 items are presently cataloged.
Runs of 500 periodicals arrive regularly. The Library also
receives catalogs from 200 auction firms. Between 6-7,
000 persons visit the library annually. More than 9,000
books are loaned out each year and about 3,000
photocopies are sent in response to collector requests.
Address: Rosenheimer Strasse 5, D-81667, Munich,
Germany/pho 089-4 80 98-291.

The International Scene

The Reciprocal Listings Exchange

Orange Free State Study Circle - Contact J.R.
Stroud, 28 Oxford St., Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8
1LQ, UK
Postmark & Postal History Society of Southern
Africa - Contact D.G. Mordant, P.O. Box 21161,
Helderkruin 1733, RSA

Any specialty group whose focus includes British African
philately is invited to participate in this information and
publication exchange.
General information about a fellow specialty group, its
activities, auctions and other special events, is welcomed for
publication in this feature. All that is required is that
PSGSA be provided the same courtesy on a reciprocal
basis. Exchange of publications between participating groups
is, encouraged.

Rhodesian Study Circle - Contact Keith Harrop,
Membership Secretary, 817 Wilmslow Rd., Didsbury,
Manchester M20 8RT, UK

Groups wishing to publish information releases in the journal
should take note of the submission deadlines of the 15th of
January, May and September. All releases and inquiries are
to be sent to the Editor, P.O. Box 2698, San Bernardino, CA
92406-2698 USA.

St. Helena, Ascension & Tristan Da Cunha
Philatelic Society - Contact J.L. Havill, Secretary, 205
N. Murray Blvd., #221, Colorado Springs, CO 80916 US
South African Collectors Society of Great Britain
Contact A.R. Chilton, 56 Framfield Rd., Mitcham,
Surrey CR4 2AL, UK

Aerophilatelic Society of South Africa - Contact
Terry Devine, P.O. Box 10001, Aston Manor 1630, RSA

Transvaal Study Circle - Contact Secy/Treasurer, Jeff
Woolgar, 132 Dale St., Chatham, Kent ME4 6QH, UK

Anglo-Boer War Philatelic Society - Contact Peter M.
Prime, Secretary, 56 Mount Way, Waverton, Cheshire CH3
7QF, UK

West Africa Study Circle - Contact Robert Nelson,
President, The Garth, 6 Greenhill Road, Farnham, Surrey
GU9 8JN, UK. Correction: Last issue's inaugural entry
for WASC inadvertently omitted Gambia, Gold Coast,
Sierra Leone and the Nigerias as the key components of the
group's focus.

Bechuanalands & Botswana Society - Contact Mike
George, Hon. Secretary, P.O. Box 108, St. Albans AS1 3AD,
UK

PACIFIC 97 Invitees

Dutch Philatelic Society of Southern Africa Contact Secretary FVZA, Jan Stolk, P.O. Box 33223, 3005
EE Rotterdam, Holland

All of the Listings Exchange groups have been sent formal
invitations to participate in "THE Celebration of
British Africa Philately". Confirmations from some have
been received. Additional groups receiving invitations
include those specializing in Egypt and Sudan, plus the SA
Postcard Research Group, RPS/L and PFSA.

East Africa Study Circle - Contact Roy Dunstan,
Chantry Ct., Warminster, Wilts BA12 9AL, UK
Greater Basutoland/Lesotho Philatelic Study
Circle - Contact Roy W. Simcox, P.O. Box 1212, Cape
Town, RSA
-63
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Events of Note

Show Reports

Listed below are known international events. At the time
of this writing, no contact person/address was known for
some of those listed. Updates to the Editor from readers
would be appreciated.

"International Scene" invites readers to report of their
experiences if attending any of the shows and exhibitions. Please write-up something for the Editor if you
do. No show reports were submitted this publication
period.

Aeropex 94 - November 18-20 - Adelaide, Australia.
Aerophilately and Astrophilately. Contact: Aeropex 94,
GPO Box 954, Adelaide, Australia

w

The Bookie Reports

Finlandia 95 - May 10-15 - Helsinki, Finland. World
Exhibition. Contact: US Commissioner, Roger Quinby, 5
Oak Tree Lane, Schenectady, NY 12309

Jim Ryan, Canada

Readers are invited to submit bibliographies, reviews of
books, journals, etc., for inclusion in this feature. Any
reviews should be submitted to me at 4419 17 Avenue
NW, Calgary AB, Canada T3B ON7.

Singapore 95 - September 1-10 - Singapore. Contact: US
Commissioner, Peter Iber, 9379 W. Escuda Dr., Peoria, AZ
84383
Indonesia 96 - March 21-26 - location and contact
unknown at this time.

Cameo, Journal of the West Africa Study Circle. July

1994 issue reviewed by W. Brooks. (WASC is the newest
member of the Reciprocal Listings Exchange.)
This journal is published semi-annually. The above
issue was forty pages in length with a very nice bicolored cover page graced with an attractive QV
cameo silhouette. As the Hon. Editor, R.C.J. Nelson
noted, this edition exceeded the previous in both
content and advertising. The contents begin with
highlights achieved in the recent sale of the Tom Curry
collection of Africa. Next came several articles covering
a variety of fascinating and interesting topics: "Early
Nigeria Cancellations", "The C. Hardeman Smith Collection of Crash, Wreck and Disaster Mail", "Some
Oddments of Recent Gambia Postal History", "Local
Mail Undelivered, Returned to Sender", a new Sierra
Leone discovery, "Censorship of Mail Before Non-Post
Office Transmission", "BAI Cameroons - Skeleton Post
Mark", "Perforation Variety From Biafra", "Sovereign
Biafra Overprint Trials", "Sierra Leone Halfpenny
Provisional Overprints", "Abeluvhoe, Togo", "Gambia
Notes on Paper and Watermark Varieties", "A Yoruba
Postman of the 19th Century", "Hamburg Paquebot on
Nigerian Stamp", "WWII in West Africa - Prisoner of War
Postal Censorship", "Base Censorhip in West Africa in
WWII", "Sierra Leone - A Forgery of the Provisional
Halfpenny of 1893", "Nigeria: 1953 Definitives commemorative Presentation Booklet". Illustrations were
excellent and abounded throughout.

Capex 96 - June 8-16 - Toronto, Ontario, Canada. World
Exhibition. Contact: Capex '96, P.O. Box 204, Station Q,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4T 2M1
Expophilex 96 - World Exhibition. Additional information unknown at this time.

Istanbul 96 - September 27-October 6 - World Exhibition. Location/contact information unknown as yet.

Athina 96 - World Exhibition. No additional information
has been provided.

Norwex 97 - World Exhibition. Additional information on
location, contact, etc., are yet to be received.

PACIFIC 97 - May 29-June 8 - San Francisco. World
Exhibition. PSGSA sponsored mini-convention "THE
Celebration of British Africa Philately". 1500-lot British
Africa specialty auction. Society Tenth Anniversary
celebration. Contact: PACIFIC 97, Inc., Quinby Bldg., Top
Floor, 650 S. Grand Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90017
Moscow 97 - September - Moscow, Russia. World
Exhibition. Location and contact address unknown at this
time.
Israel 98 - Additional details unknown at this time.
Praga 98 - Czechoslovakia. World Exhibition. Further
information not available at this time.

ILSAPEX 98 - October 20-25 - South Africa. Internation Philatelic Exhibition. RSA contact: Maurice
Daniels, the Honorary Secretary, P.O. Box 1914, Houghton
2041, RSA. US contact: Colin Fraser, Commissioner,
Christie, Manson & Woods, 502 Park Ave., New York,
NY 10022

Catalog, Philatelic Library of the City of Munich,

READERS: If you have additional information on any of
the above events, please pass it on to the Editor for
inclusion in this column ... Thanks
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reviewed by W. Brooks. In German, 72 pages of listings.
Appears to have publication topic sections organized
geographically, by thematic area and by territories.
Separate sections list holdings of periodicals as well as
auction catalogs. The total number of listings runs into
the tens of thousands. The Catalog is now available
through the Society library for check-out.
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East African Airmails to 1939, by Bill Colley, Published

The final chapter covers various instructional marks
used in East Africa. There are four appendices which
include: (1) a chronological checklist by date, route,
type of service, carrier, page no., if mail exists and
remarks; (2) Tanganyika airmail rates: (3) Zanzibar
airmail rates; and (4) Wilson Airways timetables.
Curiously missing are the rates from Kenya and Uganda.
Finally there is a bibliography and an Index. A number
of misspelllings and typographical errors have been
noted. Also, this reviewer would have liked to have
seen more illustrations of covers and cachets. However,
in spite of these and other points noted above, the book
will be a useful reference for the aerophilatelist
interested in East Africa.

by Pierpoint Publishing, Hurstpierpoint, England, 1993.
Soft cover, 120 pp. Available from Aerophil, 4 Ave
General Guiguer, CH-1197 Prangins (Vaud), Switzerland.
US$24.50 including surface postage. Reviewed by Kendall
C. Sanford.

The author is well qualified to write a book such as
this. He worked and lived in East Africa for many years and
has one of the most complete collections of East African
air mail material in existence. The book covers the
early development of flying and the carriage of air mail in
East Africa, which covers the former countries of British
East Africa, i.e., Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda and Zanzibar.
It is in various chapters, starting with an introduction,
outlining the hazards and difficulties of early flying in
East Africa.

Judge T.M. Mullins/RSA has some comments regarding
publications for those interested in military mail: "Two
books which I have found very useful are The History of
the South African Army Postal Service and The History
of the Fast African Arm yPostal Service Both are fairly
recent English publications by Edward C. Proud."

The next chapter covers Precursors - with brief descriptions of the early survey and record flights which passed
through the area - Sir Alan Cobham, the Royal Air Force,
Walter Mittelholser, Major Lord John Carbery and
Lieutenant Commander Glen Kidston, among others.
There are descriptions of the covers or cards carried and
the cachets and special markings applied. At the end of
each chapter is a check list of the major flights with
the dates and number of known covers and/or
postcards flown.

Transvaal - The Provisional Issues of the Fist British
Occupation, by Alan R. Drysdall. Published by James

Bendon Ltd., P.O. Box 6484, Limassol, Cyprus in
association with the Transvaal Study Circle. Hardbound. 82 - viii pp. Four color jacket. Fully illustrated.
ISBN 9963 579 68X. Available, postage paid, from the
publisher at US$28.50. Special price for PSGSA members
at US$25 for all prepaid orders received prior to 30 June
1995. Reviewed by Guy Dillaway.
This handbook is the first in a series undertaken by the
Transvaal Study Circle. It is a formidable beginning.
The book is in two sections. The first presents the
postage stamps and the second, the revenue stamps.
Beginning with the historical background of the Transvaal, the text continues with the postal rates, important
collections of Transvaal, other studies and forgeries to
present a basis for the heart of the book - the stamps
themselves and the plating characteristics.
The author, Alan Drysdall, has coordinated the available
past information with current research to correct the old
theories where necessary and present new findings.
Each issue is treated the same. The settings are
explained, the varieties are documented and major
pieces recorded. The revenue stamps are treated
likewise.
The book is well illustrated in color and black and
white. The layout is easy to follow. This is definitely an
important work. Although the platings are geared more
for the specialist, I would recommend this book for
anyone with even a casual interest in Transvaal.

The next chapter is called "Interlopers", which covers
services operated by Air Survey Co., Ltd. and East African
Airways Ltd. Next is the Tanganyika Government Air
Service which was a non-scheduled service which occasionally carried mail.

The chapter on Imperial Airways is somewhat sparce.
Imperial operated the major international services during
the period covered, yet this chapter is only 14 pages in
length, including 11/2 pages showing covers, and
one page with a map of the East African routes. For
example, the first northbound Imperial Airways service in
January had two mishaps, the first at Salisbury when the
wheel sunk into soft earth and was damaged. The
replacement aircraft got caught in a severe storm and
made a forced landing in a swamp 50 miles from Broken
Hill. However, no details on these are given, only a
cryptic reference to "mishaps in the Rhodesias".
Another example is the "Boadicea" crash in the English
Channel, from which East African airmails were recovered. The book only says "Most of the recovered mail was
destined for Africa and included pieces to East Africa."
It should have mentioned that covers are known to Kenya,
Uganda and any other of the East African Territories
to which covers are known.
Also briefly covered are the flight from Australia by Mrs.
Bonney and the Indian Ocean survey flight by the "Guba"
Catalina flying boat.
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The Classifieds

The ad submission deadlines to the Editor are the 15th or
January, May and September. Ad placement guidelines
are as follows:

Wanted. Coversn showing usage of the various
denominations of South African postage due labels,
particularly the 1972 monocolor issues. Also South
African pictorial postal cards (mint sets or used items)
isssued in the period 1941 to 1960. Purchase or
exchange for other postage due items (control blocks or
individual labels, etc.). Please write, listing items available
and price or exchange terms, to B. Doherty, P.O. Box
18, Waratah 2298, Australia. All letters will be
answered. (V8N2)
Botswana postal stamped and formula stationery sought
by collector (mint and used). In particular, stampless
and stamped aerogrammes, postcards, registered
envelopes, postal orders, EMS envelopes and ongovernment-service envelopes. Write to Peter Thy, P.O.
Box 73112, Davis, CA 95617 USA. (V8N3)

*Brief ads are free to NON-DEALER members and are
run indefinitely. Members placing ads are requested
to notify the Editor when they wish their entry to
be withdrawn.
• Ads may be run by individuals not belonging to the

Society. The commercials ad rates apply in these cases.

• The rate schedule for commercial ads (EXCLUSIVE of

the inside cover page and the inside and back cover
pages) are as follows:
Ad Size

1/8 page
1/4 page

Single Issue Rate
$10
$15

1/3 page

Annual Rate

$20

1/2 page

$30

full page

$45

$25
$40

1/- GNUS Wanted (Scott #43/SG #48). I am studying
issue I and issue II. I am interested in acquiring material,
borrowing material, or any information or photocopies
that may be available - especially issue II. Please contact
me if you can help. Morgan T. Farrell, P.O. Box 1064,
Hamilton, MT 59840. (V8N2)

$50
$75

$120

PRIVATE TREATY SALE. Swaziland 1933 KGV
definitive issue (SG 11-20) unmounted mint - $230.
Also, Swaziland Forerunners wanted. Franco Frescura,
P.O. Box 6504, Walmer 6065, RSA (V8N2)

• Rates for the inside front coverand inside/outside back

cover pages are as follows:
Ad Size

1/2 page

full page

Looking for: Swasiland, Basutoland & Transkei postal
history prior to 1930. Offers may be sent to Steven
Gardiner, 16 Barrydale Road, P.O. Box 15294, Miramar
6070, RSA. (V8N1)

Single Issue Rate Annual Rate
$45
$75
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$120
$200

JIPEX Study. The fruitful culmination of my JIPEX
has progressed down to "ROBERTSON" as in Robertson
Stamp Co. If anyone has or knows of an old but not
too valuable cover with a Robertson cancel (CGH
province), a more modern one as well, write Anita
Beach, P.O. Box 15481, Cincinnati, OH 45215. (V8N1)

• The rate for small word ads per column line (45

characters) is a flat amount of $1US per line.

• The annual ad rates in the first rate schedule apply to

placements in the Society's Mail Bid Auction Catalog.
The submission deadline for the catalog is 1 June each
year.

South African Charity Kiloware on or off paper,
modern covers and stationery, postmarks and other
items available. Write to Peter Whitmore, P.O. Box
47118, Greyville 4023, RSA. (V8N1)

* Ad payment options:
#1 - US$ demoninated instruments payable to "PSGSA",
must be drawn on a US bank.

B a c k - o f - t h e - B o o k E d i t o r ( s ) n e e d e d for
FORERUNNERS. Those interested please send proposal, including name for the column, to the Editor.
Maximum space available 2-3 pages per issue. Can be a
"Team effort". Editorial assistance always available.

#2 - Pound Sterling cheques at current exchange rates as
published by banks in local area. PLEASE LEAVE '
PAYEE' BLANK if choosing this payment option. Add a
15% premium to cover bank service fees.

• Payment must accompany ad copy and be mailed directly

Also, any reader(s) willing to attempt an Index for
FORERUNNERS, please contact the Editor. This
can also be a team effort.

to the Editor, P.O. Box 2698, San Bernardino, CA 924062698. Phone/FAX (909) 882-3946.
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South African Philatelist Loan Needed. Require
SAP issues April 1983 through December 1991. Will
photocopy select information and return quickly. I will
happily reimburse postage. Larry Standridge, PSGSA #
9203. Call (409) 564-3584 evenings and (409) 560-1441
days. (V7N2)

For Sale: Continuing to break up a very extensive
British Africa collection that is mostly complete through
KGVI. Send your want list to Tim Bartshe, 13955 West
30th St., Golden, CO 80401 USA. (V4N3)

For Sale: BAKKERS EXPRESS locals of 1887, unused.
Pretoria 1d, Te Betalen 1/2d, $10 each. Blocks available.
Dr. Victor Berkovich, 3644 Suite D, Chamblee-Tucker
Rd., Chamblee, GA 30341 USA. (V7N2)
Military Covers Wanted. World War II military covers
used in Africa from the following years with various
cancels, etc.: Indian FPOs, EA/APs, APO-I-MPKs, Egypt,
Sudan, British Somaliland (1938040 censors). Italian
Posta Militaire, German Feldpost, etc. Walter Bjork, 54
West 84th St., New York, NY 10024 USA. (V5N2)
Join the American Philatelic Society. Membership
information, benefits and application available by writing
APS, P.O. Box 8000, State College, PA 16803.

South African Air force Museum Commemorative
Covers. To raise funds, the Museum has issued a series of
covers commemorating SAAF events in both world wars
and about current squadrons and units of the Air
Force. The cacheted covers are very attractive. Price list
and order form available by writing SAAF Museum, AFB
Swartkop, P.O. Valhalla 1037, RSA
Postal Orders/Postal Notes sought. Want to purchase
all countries, all reigns, any condition, single items or
quantities. Jack Harwood, P.O. Box 32015-Midtown
Stations, Sarasota, FL 34239 USA. (V7N2)

Town Postmarks desired. Wanted for Rhodesia 18901980. Also any "back-of-the-book" items. Contact William
R. Wallace, P.O. Box 16381, San Francisco, CA 94116
USA. (V7N2)

Join PFSA (Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa).
Society members are allowed to enter South African
national exhibitions. Use of Stamp Expertising Committee. Reduced subscription rate for the South African
Philatelist Additional information from PFSA, P.O. Box
375, Johannesburg 2000, RSA

Specimen Close-out! I am disposing of my "SPECIMEN" collection of the Commonwealth. It contains quite
a bit of British Africa material; also Seychelles, Solomon
Islands, ect. Syl C. Tully, RD1, Box 3060, Hyde Park, VT
05655. (V7N3)
Recruit a member or two - spread the Society word!

The Trading Box

This service is reserved for members who: (1) have
greater southern Africa items they would like to
trade for material of any kind; (2) have material of
any kind that they would like to trade for greater
southern Africa material; and (3) have greater
southern Africa material they would like to trade for
same. In otherwords, an ad placed in The Trading
Box must either include greater southern Africa
material one is looking for, or greater southern
Africa material one wishes to trade away for
something else. Ads herein run indefinitely until

withdrawn by the member.
-----------------------------------------------------------------Want to trade for Bophuthatswana used, on or off
cover, including revenues and postal stationery.
Have all homelands used, some mint and older
general worldwide. Will Ross, 6456 Woodley Ave.,
Van Nuys, CA 91406 USA
-----------------------------------------------------------------Want to trade for covers from/to/through
Mafeking, 1885-present. Frederick P. Lawrence,
5016 South Kenneth Place, Tempe, AZ 85282 USA
Want to trade for postal orders and postal notes
of all countries, reigns, any condition, single or
quantities. Have philatelic material of all sorts for
exchange. Jack Harwood, P.O. Box 32015-Midtown
Station, Sarasota, FL 34239 USA
Wanted: Postal stationery of SWA pre-1961. Send
offers to J. Stolk, P.O. Box 33223, 3005 EE Rotterdam,
Holland (V7N2)
Wanting to Buy. Covers to/from or through Mafeking,
1885-present. Frederick P. Lawrence, 5016 South
Kenneth Place, Tempe, AZ 85282 USA (V6N1)

Bophuthatswana Used Wanted. On or off cover,
including revenues and postal stationery. Will Ross,
6456 Woodley Ave., Van Nuys, CA 91406 USA (V7N2)

THANK OUR ADVERTISERS!
When patronizing any of our commercial
advertisers, please tell them you saw their
ad in FORERUNNERS! Their support
contributes significantly to covering costs
of production.
Your ad for buying, selling or trading would have
looked great here!

FORERUNNERS needs articles - next issue's
deadline is 15 January 1995.

