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Editorial Notes
Bill Brooks, Editor & Founder

Survey results. . . As you will remember, a journal survey articles. It is hopeful that some of you will take your pen in
form was included with the previous issue. Regretfully only a
small number of readers completed and returned their copy of
the survey. Be that as it may, here are the results:
#1 - On a scale of "1" (needs serious improvement) to "5" (
excellent), overall how do you rate Forerunners? Overall rating
was 4.2.
#2 - Are there any topics not appearing in the journal for which
you would like to see a regular specialty column? The
responses included the following subject areas: CGH adhesives,
both triangulars and rectangulars, and Zululand.
#3 - If you would be willing to write a specialty column, list
topics. We had two offerings: CGH rectangulars and Zululand.
Follow-up contacts will be made with the respondents.
#4 - List topic(s) you would like to see future feature articles
cover. The responses were: CGH triangulars and rectangulars,
CGH postal history, and membership status - total number of
members, resignations, and listing of new members.
#5 - List topic(s) you would be willing to write a feature article
on in the future. Responses included CGH pre-stamp period and
Zululand stamps.
#6 - What suggestions might you have for improving Forerunners?
Responses were as follows: "I enjoy reading the publication - no
matter what its length". "Perhaps more reprints from other
journals". "More article reprints from The Post Office Stone. "No
suggestions - an excellent publication".
From the above results, it appears that satisfaction with the
journal is good, which both Peter and I find very gratifying.
The results also provide us with some suggestions for feature

hand and contribute articles in the future as a result.

Uncontrollable mailing delays. . . As pointed out in
last issue's "Notes", we had decided to switch mailing of the journal
overseas from individual piece to a bulk basis, by using what the
U.S. Postal Service calls the "M-bag". Each bag was then sent
to a volunteer who then remailed the individual member's
issue. Trouble is there was a significant delay of several
weeks' time for the M-bag sent to our South Africa remailing
volunteer, Brian Dennis. In the case of M-bag headed for our
contingent of EEU members via Jan Stolk, some eight weeks
after mailing, the bag had yet to arrive on Jan's doorstep.
Therefore, individual mailings of the journal were made. The
events of "9/11" obviously have wreaked havoc on the
timeliness of mail being received overseas - especially those
items bound for Europe. Our hard-working Treasurer, Bob
Hisey, came up with an alternate method which we have
implemented with this issue. Hopefully, it has worked and
timeliness will not be an issue in the future.

US postal rates on the rise. . .The Postal Rate
Commission recently approved and increase in first class mailing
rates, to take effect sometime during the coming summer
months. This may further reduce the number of pages per issue in
order to avoid increasing our own dues structure in order to keep
up with increasing mailing costs.
Increased ad revenue sought. . .Additional commercial ad
revenues would greatly help out in defraying costs associated
with printing and mailing of your journal. Members are
encouraged to approach firms they patronize and suggest that
an ad for the journal be considered. A sample copy of
Forerunners will be sent to prospective advertisers who express
an interest.

FEATURE ARTICLES

Articles are accepted on an ongoing basis. The submission deadlines are the 15th of January (Mar/Jun issue), May 15th (Jul/Oct
issue) and September 15th (Nov/Feb issue). Articles must be submitted in double-spaced typewritten form. Maximum length should
be held to five pages, NOT including illustrations. Lengthier works should be submitted in serialized form. Each illustration must
be titled and properly referenced in the text. Authors are encouraged to include references, footnotes and a list of suggested reading
for readers who may be interested in pursuing the subject of the article further. Whenever possible, black/white photographs are
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Botswana Meters - A Brief History
Gordon Smith, Botswana
Shortly following Botswana's independence in 1967, the Botswana
Postal Services commenced offering their first meter franking
licences. Post Office records from that time do not list issue
dates, so it is only possible to estimate dates on the basis of earliest
seen dates.
The first meter franking of which I am aware is meter licence
number 1, issued to the Standard Bank of Botswana in Gaborone
and dated 13 November 1970 (Fig. 1). There is anecdotal
evidence that the Post Office intended to introduce meters
earlier2, but the licence number "1" would seem to indicate
otherwise. While other countries in the region, such as South
Africa and the Rhodesias were issuing meter licences as early as
the 1920's, Botswana remained largely undeveloped until the
1970's, thus influencing the lack of demand for franking
licences.
Figure 1. An example of the first meter used in Botswana.

From the commencement of this service, Botswana Postal
Services provided national coverage as evidenced through the
issuing of the following licences: licence number 2 - Central
District Council in Serowe, licence number 3 - Botswana Business
Machines in Francistown, licence number 4 - Standard Bank in
Maun, licence number 6 - Botswana Power Corporation in
Francistown, and licence number 7 - Botswana Game Industries in
Francistown.
Usage of postage meters in more remote communities, such as
Ghanzi, Tsabong and Hukuntsi tends to be the result of District
Council use. To date, a total of 232 licence numbers have been
issued.
In 1992, all licence holders were contacted by Botswana Post in
order to confirm whether the issued licences were still in use.
While a number responded that either they had never

purchased a meter machine3 or that their machine had ceased
functioning, no further action was taken by the Post Office. In
1999, a similar contacting exercise was undertaken. At the
time, licences not being used were designated for reassignment.
This resulted in 75 old licence number becoming available for
re-use. Botswana Post has re-issued 31 licences to date.
However, research from Post office files4 and secondary sources5
appears to indicate that a few licence numbers changed hands
before the Post Office began re-issuing expired numbers in mid1999.
Issue dates for the first 30 or so licences do not exist. The
only file record from the 1970's and 1980's remaining at
Botswana Post is the original licence number issue list, which
does not contain this information. Also, as company names
changed or the licence was handed from the the original holder
to another, the Post Office made the revision to the list using
opaque correction fluid, obscuring the information underneath.
Fortunately, this has affected less than 10% of the records.
Some dates have been established from correspondence from
the Post Office's 1992 contact effort. The Post Office has
retained all files related to this effort and all files since.
The Post Office does not sell meter machines. It only re-sets
the machine on request by the licence holder. Licence holders
must obtain their machine from a private source. Therefore, a
variety of makes have been used. Initial research indicates that
Pitney Bowes, Roneo and Francotype machines are among the
manufacturers that have been used6' 7.
Some companies added slogans or "postmark ads" to their
frankings as shown in Figure 2. Of note is licence holder 35,
Barclays Bank, House Branch which added a slogan sometime
between 1990 and 1996. Also of interest is licence holder 99,
Kgalagadi Breweries Ltd., which used meter marks with 4
different logos between 30 October 1991 and 23 August 1994 (
Fig. 3).
One organization, the United States Information Services,
changed its machine between 2 July 1996 and 9 September
1997, but kept the same licence number - 31.

Typically, the licence number on the meter mark is prefixed
with an "R", although I have come across "UA" on licence
number 1 for Standard Bank, "H" on licence number 51 for
Jwaneng Mine, "P" on licence number 91 for First National
Bank and "G" on licence number 148 for the Botswana
Medical Aid Society. In addition, the Botswana Medical aid
Society meter mark, dated 10 April 1995, is printed in blue despite
all meters in Botswana and elsewhere being typically printed in
red. This does not seem to be a provisional issue, as their licence
was granted on 11 June 1992.
Initial research has identified a number of errors. Botswana
Book Centre used licence number 37 which was allocated to
Botswana Housing Corporation, rather than number 365 which
was allocated to them (Fig. 4). The result was that two different
businesses were simultaneously using the same licence number.
I have a cover from Botswana Book Centre dated 1989
showing the incorrect licence number. Botswana Post only
became aware of the problem in 1999 and issued a letter to
Botswana Book Centre instructing them to immediately
correct their postage meter die.

Records indicate that licence number 27 was issued to Associated
Fund Administrators, but I have a cover from 1989 on which the
slogan or postmark ad is for Builders Merchants.
In a number of other cases, the letterhead on envelopes appears
to indicate that some companies are using franking machines
that are not licensed to them. This requires further investigation
and may be the result of accountants, company secretaries or
agents submitting information on their client's behalf.
Licence number 226 was issued to Kingsley & Associates. I
have one cover on which the meter mark states the licence
number is 226, but a handstamp on the back indicates
Botswana Life Insurance Limited posted the letter. Another
cover using a meter mark with licence number 226. In both
cases, the evidence of duplicate licence numbers is circumstantial as Kingsley and Associates could have received blank
envelopes from these companies and re-used them However, this
seems less likely in the case of the Botswana Life Insurance
Limited posted the letter. Another cover using a

Figure 4. Different companies using the same Licence Number (note 37 in lower right corner in meter mark third from left).
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meter mark with licence number 226 has a letterhead indicating
that the letter was posted from BIC Botswana. In both cases,
the evidence of duplicated licence number is circumstantial as
Kingsley and Associates could have received blank envelopes
from these companies re-used them. However, this seems less
likely in the case of the Botswana Life Insurance Company
cover, given the location of the hand stamps on the back of the
envelope.
Licence number 212 was issued to Associated Fund Administrators. However, I have acquired a cover in which the slogan
indicates Botswana Public Officers Medical Aid Scheme.
Shown below (Ill.) is a checklist of Botswana meter licences
indicating the licence holder and date of issue of the license, if
known. This list is based on a partial review of Botswana Postal
Services files related to franking machines and will be updated
with further information as research at the Post Office is
completed. Please note that re-issued licence numbers issued by
the Post Office are indicated by an "r" following the licence
number. Licence numbers that were issued but were never used
by the licence holders are indicated by an "n" following the
licence number. In some instances the Post Office has assigned
the date of confirmation of use by the licence holder,

as determined by their contact exercised in 1992 as the date of
issue of the licence.
Endnotes:
1Meter Stamp Bulletin, Journal of the Meter Stamp Study
Group, No. 95 (Vol. XI, No. 7), June 1971, p. 78.
2lbid.
3Research

is ongoing to

determiine the licences tghat were

assigned but not utilized.
4Botswana

Post, original issue list in possession of Mrs. Alidi. 5

Sheila Case, pesonal communication, December 2000.
6Meter Stamp Bulletin, op. cit.
7Botswana

Post, File No. 34 BPS/FM/5.

Endnotes for Table:
1Not

used since 1986 when business sold.
for licence in anticipation of large
volumes of mail,
but in late 1992 said machine not yet
purchased. No
confirmation of use.
2Applied

Illustration. Checklist of Botswana meter licences by licence holder and date of licence issue (if known).
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Illustration continued. Checklist of Botswana meter licences by licence holder and date of licence issue (if known).
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Colonial Post and Telegraph Diary of the Cape of Good
Hope: Part II (Taken from official sources and archival records)... Franco Frescura, South Africa
Editorial Note: Part I covered the period July 7, 1501 through
April 1, 1806.

1860, April
The first telegraph line to be erected in the Cape, running
between Cape Town and Simon's Town, was opened.

1806, May 3
Cape Town businessman, William Caldwell, was appointed
Deputy Postmaster General, pending the arrival of a new
Postmaster General from England. Caldwell was charged with
the revision of postal charges, as well as the reorganization of the
local postal system. Particular attention was to be paid to the
conveyance of mails to Saldanha Bay, Stellenbosch, Tulbagh,
Swellendam, Mossel Bay, Plettenberg Bay, Uitenhage and GraaffReinet.

1853, September 1
The prepayment of postage by means of postal adhesives, or
stamps, was introduced in the Cape. The stamps were designed
by Charles Bell, Surveyor General of the Cape, and depicted "
Hope" reclining within a triangular format. They were engraved
and recess printed by the British security firm of Perkins Bacon,
and were issued in imperforate sheets. However, the prepayment of
postage in coin remained optional.

1854
Book Post services to the United Kingdom extended to Mossel Bay
and Port Elizabeth.

1854, January
Registered Mail service was instituted on a formal basis. The
practice of recording the dispatch of a letter in an official book
probably began under the Dutch in 1792; but in the event of
loss, no liability accrued to the Post Office.

1854, January 23
Private Boxes, later known as Post Boxes, were first introduced at
the Cape Town Post Office.

1856
The postal rate to the United Kingdom was fixed at 6d per half
ounce.

1860, September 15
Provisions for a local Penny Post were promulgated on 12
February 1846, but were only implemented some fourteen
years later when the first Penny Post was established in Cape
Town. The subsequent year this was extended to Port Elizabeth,
and by 1877 the reduced tariff had been extended to most of the
Colony's major centers of population.

1861
Building of a telegraph line joining East London to King William's
Town.

1861, February 23
Early in 1861, supplies of postal adhesives began to run out.
Although new supplies had been ordered some time before
from the British printers, Perkins Bacon, it became obvious that
these would not reach the Cape in time to meet local needs.
Consequently, the postal authorities in Cape Town authorized
the firm of Saul Solomon & Company to print a stock of
stamps. The plates were engraved locally by CJ Roberts, and
although he based his design upon the triangular stamps in
current use, he was unable to match their fine line and elegant
detail. The final result had a coarse, wood-cut appearance, and
consequently they became known as the "woodblock" issue.
Between 23 February and 10 April 1861, a total of 125,102
stamps of the ld value, and 113,256 of the 4d value were
printed before it was realized that a consignment of stamps
from Perkins Bacon had been delivered to the Colony some
time before; and that, through a bureaucratic blunder, had been
languishing all along in a Cape Town customs warehouse,
awaiting clearance.

1862

1857
Publications printed in the Colony, not exceeding 6oz in mass,
permitted to be forwarded through the post at ld per ounce.

1857, October 29
In about August 1857 the new Ocean Mail contract was
awarded to the Union Castle Line. The service was inaugurated by
the Dane which arrived at Cape Town on 29 October 1857, on
the outward leg of the first monthly sailing.

1858
The prepayment of inland letters by means of postage stamps
was made compulsory. Also this year we see the issue of the
first Post Office Guide Hand Book published by Saul Solomon &
Co., Cape Town.

-50

Authorization given for the building of a telegraph line joining
Cape Town to Grahamstown. The first leg of the line, from
Grahamstown to Port Elizabeth, was inaugurated on 2 January
1862 (the work over the whole line was completed in 1864).
Also this year, the transfer of money from one center to the
next, through the medium of the Post Office, known as Money
Orders, was instituted. Initially this was set at £10, but in May
1905 the limit was raised to a maximum sum of £40.

1862, October
Inland Book Post services were extended to all centers served by
a mail cart.

1863
The first Cape railway line, from Cape Town to Wellington,
was opened this year. (The line was subsequently purchased by the
Cape Government in 1873.)

1863, March

A new Ocean mail contract for the transport of mails between
England and the Cape was awarded to the Union Castle Line.
A competing tender was submitted by the Diamond Line
Shipping Company, and, although its offer was lower than that of
the Union Line, it was rejected because its fleet had yet to be
built. In terms of the new contract, which was to run for
seven years, the mail-ship company also had to extend its
sailings to Port Elizabeth, and the first Union mail steamer
entered Algoa Bay on 22 February 1864. The Diamond Line
was undeterred by its failure to gain the official mail contract,
and once its flagship, the Eastern Province, was put into
service, it began to provide a cheaper and faster "private"
service than the Union Line. (However, the company was not
able to maintain its early momentum, thus ceasing its
operations in 1867.)

1864

The Penny Post was extended to all places in the colony served
twice daily by mail. Also this year, mail service between the
Cape Colony and Mauritius, with connections to Suez and
Europe, was inaugurated. This became known as the "Overland
Mail".

1864, January
1865

Issue of the first "Hope Seated" rectangular series.
The Postmaster General of the Cape, Johannes Adriaan Le
Sueur, was suspended from office following the embezzlement of
some £1800 from the Post Office by one of his subordinates.
Although no charges of dishonesty were ever brought against
Le Sueur, the subsequent Commission of Enquiry into the matter
found that, as the officer in charge, he was personally
responsible for the shortfall incurred, and ordered that he
repay it in full. He was formally dismissed from the Post
Office in 1867, but following a prolonged campaign to clear
his name, Le Sueur was quietly acquitted of all charges by the
Cape Legislature, and eventually all of his pension rights were
reinstated. The repayment of the £1800 was initially halved, and
then waived in its entirety. During his term of suspension the
duties of PMG were filled by James Davidson, as Acting PMG.

1866

A Pattern and Sample Post was established between the Cape
and the United Kingdom. (In 1869 this was extended to the
interior of the Colony.)

1867, October 1

Charles Piers was appointed Postmaster General of the Cape.
Piers was an accountant with no prior Post Office experience,
and was obviously brought in by the Cape Government to
revise Post Office fiscal procedures and introduce new
safeguards in the aftermath of the scandal which terminated Le
Sueur's career as an administrator. In 1873, Piers returned to
his former duties in the Treasury.

1868, November 17

Issue of current stocks of "Hope Seated" 6d stamps overprinted

1869

in red with "FOUR PENCE" for provisional usage.
The fee for the Registration of letters was reduced from 6d to
4d.

1870, October 15

The first mails were dispatched from the Griqualand Diamond
Fields. At this stage they were forwarded to Cape Town via
the Orange Free State.

1871, January 19

The first mails were dispatched from Cape Town to the
Griqualand Diamond Fields. The receiving post office was
located at Klip Drift, subsequently renamed Barkly West, which
was opened on the same day. Initially the territory used postal
adhesives from the Cape Colony. However, from 1877 to
1880, it made use of Cape stamps overprinted with the letters
"GW" and "G" in a variety of sizes and typefaces. (In October
1880 Griqualand West was incorporated into the Cape, and its
post offices returned to using the Colony's postal adhesives.)

1871, August 25
1872

Issue of the second "Hope Seated" rectangular stamp series.
The Cape Government began the construction of railways under
the control of the Public Works Department.

1872, February 1
1873

The first post office in Basutoland was opened at Maseru.
The General Post Office was moved from its premises in the
Old Slave Quarters on Bureau Street, which it had occupied for
64 years, to a building on the corner of Church and St.
George's Streets, which was leased for this purpose from Saul
Solomon. When this building was subsequently vacated by the
Post Office in 1897, it was taken over by the Cape Times. It
was also during this year that George Atchison was appointed
Postmaster General of the Cape. He joined the Post Office on
23 September 1850 as an Additional Clerk at the GPO in Cape
Town. After a steady rise through the ranks, he was appointed
Accountant and Secretary to the PMG in 1860, thereby
effectively becoming Le Sueur's deputy. Despite his high
position and close association with Le Sueur, he appears to
have survived the financial scandal of 1865 with his reputation
relatively untarnished. For a time he dropped out of sight in
Tulbagh, where he served as Civil Commissioner, and Resident
Magistrate from 1 January 1869 through to 1873. In the latter
years he was recalled to the Post Office where he served as
PMG until he died in office on 26 January 1892.

1873, July 1

The Cape of Good Hope Telegraph Company was purchased
by the Cape Government for a sum of £41,124. At the time it
included 760 miles of telegraph lines and 16 telegraph offices.

1874, September 1

Tssite of current stocks of "Hope Seated" 6d stamps overprinted

in red with "ONE PENNY" for provisional usage. In Kimberley,
the postmaster amended a stock of 4d stamps by inscribing
them "ld" by hand in red-brown ink.

1875
The Cape Railways were separated into three branches - the
Western, Midland and Eastern Systems.

1879, November 1
Issue of existing stocks of "Hope Seated" 4d stamps, originally
printed in blue, are overprinted in red with "THREE PENCE"
for provisional use.

1879, December 27
The Cape was linked telegraphically to Europe through Durban
and the East Coast Cable system.

1975, March 1
The telegraph rate was reduced to 5 shillings for twenty words
from Cape Town to Port Elizabeth, and to 8 shillings for the
same to East London.

1876
The Kimberly Diamond Fields were linked to the Cape's
telegraphic network. A Returned Letter Office was also established
in Cape Town's GPO.

1876, June
The Ocean mail contract, which the Union Line had held for
nearly 20 years, expired, and when the results of the new
tender announced, the contract was awarded jointly to the
Union Line and the Donald Currie Line, better known as the
Castle Line. Sailings were increased to three times per month,
with the two companies making alternate trips.

1876, October 1
The Cape Colony assumed responsibility for providing the
Ocean Mail Service. Under the new contract a regular weekly
service was inaugurated linking the Cape to the United
Kingdom in 26 days.

1876, November
Issue of current stocks of "Hope Seated" is stamps were
overprinted in black with "ONE PENNY" for provisional usage.

1877
Postal cards were introduced, but their use was permitted only
in those areas where a penny postal service was in operation.

1880, February
Issue of new stocks of "Hope Seated" 4d stamp, was specially
printed in a pale dull rose color, overprinted in black with "
THREE PENCE" for provisional usage.

1880, July 1
Issue of new "Hope Seated" 3d stamps were printed in dull rose.
This color immediately proved to be unsatisfactory as it led to a
great deal of confusion with the existing ld value. In order to
obviate this confusion, the existing stocks of the new 3d pale
dull rose were boldly overprinted in black with the figure "3"
in August 1880. This was done in order to make them more
easily identifiable.

1880, August 1
Somerset R. French was appointed Secretary and Accountant to
the GPO in Cape Town. Formerly with the GPO in London, he
is credited with the organization of postal services in Cyprus.
As a result he was asked to undertake the reorganization of postal
services in the Cape. He became Postmaster General of the
Cape from 1892 to 1909, and in 1901 was knighted for his
work during the South African War.

1881
The Cape is admitted to membership in the International
Telegraph Union.

1881, January

1877, March
Griqualand West overprints postal adhesives of the Cape Colony
with the letters "GW" and "G" in a variety of sizes and typefaces.
After Griqualand West was incorporated into the Cape in
October 1880, stocks of these stamps were transferred from
Kimberley to Cape Town, and were distributed to post offices
in the Cape Colony for normal use.

1878
The system of post box delivery was introduced for the first in
Port Elizabeth. This service was extended to Cape Town the
following year, and, thereafter, to the larger post offices in the
Colony. Also this year, the Cape's telegraph system was linked
through to Natal.

1879, November 1
The limited Penny Post and the general 4d per half-ounce letter
rates were abolished, and replaced by a uniform tariff of 3d per halfounce.
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The "Hope Seated" 3d stamps were reissued in a pale claret
color, during a printing specially authorized by the Postmaster
General.

1881, December
Imprinted newspaper wrappers were first issued at this time.

1882
The various postal enactments of the Colony previously scattered
through 16 different Acts in the statute books, were
consolidated into one - Act. No. 4 of 1882. This had the effect
of reducing the Inland Letter rate from 3d to 2d per half-ounce;
reduction of the Inland newspaper rate from ld to '/ ,-d; and
providing for the issue of a ld postcard service to all parts of
the Colony. Registered letter envelopes were also issued for the
first.
Continued in Part III next issue...

THE FORERUNNERS FORUM
Dialogues & Updates
This feature provides readers with the opportunity to share
their reactions to written materials appearing in this journal.
Updates to published information is also encouraged. Comments are to be sent to the Editor. A copy of the comments
will then be sent to the original author for a response before
publication herein. Corrections from authors also appear here.
No entries received this publishing cycle.

Questions & Answers
As a service to the general collecting community, your Society
makes its Panel of Experts for greater southern Africa
available to answer questions submitted by members and nonmembers alike. To access this service send your questions to the
Panel member covering the area of interest (see listing opposite
inside front cover page in the Jul/Oct issue).
For a greater southern Africa area not presently listed, send
your question to the Panel Chair, Dr. Lawrence. Also, British
Africa questions pertaining to areas outside PSGSA's scope, e.
g., British East Africa, are to be sent directly to the Editor. The
question will then be forwarded to the appropriate specialty
group for a response.
Clear copies of cancels, covers (front/back) and a detailed
written description of the item(s) should be included with all
questions. The Panel member will forward his response, the
question(s) and any illustrations to the Editor for publication in
the journal. The Panel member will also return a copy of their
response directly to the questioner. Certain questions may
require an extended period for research and/or collaboration
with other scholars, so please be patient.
Panel members are presently being sought for areas not already
represented. If interested i on the Panel for one or more of these
area, please contact the Panel chair, Dr. Frederick Lawrence,
RPSL, 5016 South Kenneth Place, Tempe, AZ 85282 USA; or email him at: ieconsulting@earthlink.net.
No questions & answers were received this publication cycle. *
**

Unanswered Challenges
This feature lists: (1) questions for which the Panel has
indicated it has no definitive response; or (2) questions about a
subject for which there is no coverage on the Panel. The listed
"Challenges" begin with the latest received and remains until
solved. Responses to a "Challenge" are to be sent directly to
the Editor.
Challenge #1: Does anyone have a non-philatelic use of the
Bophuthatswana inland and overseas aerogrammes that were issued
in 1977? - Will Ross/USA

Challenge #2: Do any of our readers know of a tabulation of the "
OFFICIAL FREE" cachets appearing on "ON HIS MAJESTY'S
SERVICE" official SWA envelopes (see page 102, #21)? - Dr. H.
U. Bantz/South Africa
Challenge #3. I have two South African postal orders, one of 6d
uprated to 9d by affixing a 3d stamp, and the second in the
amount of R120. Both were used in SWA, the first in
Windhoek (22/1/42), the second in Aroab (3/9/43). When did
the SWA postal orders get issued? - Jack Harwood/USA
***

Bits & Pieces
This feature provides readers with the opportunity to present
information in a short-order format. If you have an interesting
cancel, rarity, cover, cachet, etc., and want to send it in to
appear here, please provide some detailed/descriptive information.
"Bits" also presents short entires which do not fit the feature
article mold. Items of an anecdotal nature are especially invited.
Our first entry this issue comes by way of your Coeditor, Peter. He
titles it Making up of a Parcel for Bloemfontain - The results of
carelessness in the making up of a parcel for Bloemfontain, are
humorously described in the following extract from a Free
State newspaper.
"The hottest corner in Bloemfontain on Tuesday morning was the
Post Office, and the spectacle exhibited there, when we were
sent for to have a private view, was at first comical enough.
Mr. van Gorkum (the Postmaster) and Messrs. Marais, Durant and
Carney were immersed in tears and we at first thought that a
general clearance of the staff was about to take place, and that
our courteous officials were deploring the loss of the loaves and
fishes of office.
"Upon entering the, at other times, sacred precincts we cried with
the rest, and sputtered and choked till we almost wished that the
removal had taken place before we were sent for. When we
recovered our breath and wiped our eyes we naturally
enquired what it all meant, and between the laughter evoked and
wiping of our tear-stained faces, we were informed that the Cape
Town Post Office had despatched in the mail a large packet of
cayenne pepper which having become loose had been scattered
over the newspapers and letters, and had impregnated the Post
Office with a cloud of pepper which entered eyes, nose and
lungs with the effect above described. We are not prone to
wish evil to our fellow men, but we certainly wished that Mr.
Aitchison and his staff might partake of some of the pleasures that
we had so plentifully tasted, and then perhaps a little more care
would in the future be exercised. As for the sender of the parcel,
if we could only have the honor of his acquaintance for half-anhour we should certainly well pepper him.
"We trust that our Postmaster will, next time that a live snake

tion for three columns we did not like the 'cayenne' treatment." (
Postmaster-General of Cape of Good Hope's Annual Report for
1884, p. 10)

Our next bit comes from the collection of the late Athol
Murray. The focus is the subject of Pen Cancellations. The text
reads as follows:
"When postal agencies were established in the more remote areas,
they were generally operated by Storekeepers, farmers' wives or
mission stations, where the quantity of mail was very limited very few agencies were issued with a defacing implement.
Their mail function was to receive letters for onward
transmission or hand letters, to address and sell postage stamps.
"When a letter was handed to an Agent bearing an unused
adhesive stamp, he would occasionally apply a pen cancellation (
Ill. 1), sometimes inscribing the name of the Postal Agency on
the stamps and the date.

archives has a photographic copy of the complete collection of
over 1200 pages, before it was auctioned off by Christies
Robson Lowe in 1996.
Illustration 2 on the next page is a cover from the Second
Anglo-Boer War, franked by a Commando Brief label. It was
mailed from Burghersdorp on 14 February 1900 to Bloemfontein. Briefly told here is the Commando Brief story text from
the Murray collection.
"With the exception of a few artillerymen, neither of the Boer
Republics possessed any regular army. The war was fought by
units of militia, organized into commandos, with the support
services staffed by civilians called up for the duration of the
hostilities. Under this system, the Orange Free State field
postal service was controlled by Mr. A.F. Hochapfel who, in
civilian life, was a chemist from Bloemfontein.
"Under the field postal regulations, letters from Boers on active
service were carried free, but required the signature or initials
of the unit's Commandant. Officers objected to this chore and

Illustration 1. Example of a pen cancellation.

"A registered front with stamps pen cancelled TROE TROE 7
Feb 1875', no doubt by the Postmistress appointed on 1
September 1873 - a civilian establishment - as such it would not
have received a defacer and therefore the stamps were
cancelled in manuscript. Four days after posting we find the
dated town Oval transit mark 'Clan William 11th Feb 1875'.
With Cape Town Registered arrival handstamp '12 Feb 1875',
covers emanating from Troe Troe are classified as rare. A Post
Office was opened here in 1880 and on August 1, 1885, it was
renamed VAN RHYNSDORP."
***
Our third and final entry comes from another page of the
Murray collection. By the way, the Society library collections'

Hochapfel was ordered to provide a frank stamp to be applied to
such letters instead of signatures or initials.
"Curling and Co. of Bloemfontein provided the labels. The
yellow color is soluble in water. Supplies were distributed in
mid-October 1899 and are known used until March 1900.
Unused examples are relatively common as a large quantity
was captured by the British Army early in 1900. Used
examples are scarce and the Orange Free State Study Circle
estimates that only around one hundred examples on cover have
survived. "
***

Illustration 2. Cover from Burghersdorp to Bloemfontein franked with a Commando Brief label.

PHILATELIC FRIENDS cc
(formerly trading as T.G. Barnes)

Africa's Largest Postal Auction House
No Buyers Premium

Regular world-wide sales held with thousands of lots to choose from whether you are a beginner, dealer,
or more advanced collector or specialist. Extensive and detailed Southern Africa, including all
periods of South Africa, South West Africa and the Rhodesias.

Stamp Collections Wanted Competitive Prices Paid for Suitable Material

We have a constant demand for virtually anything including dealers stocks, award winning
collections, specialised studies, accumulations, postal history, literature, etc., particularly from Scu:hern
Africa, British Commonwealth, Europe, the America's and Far East.

Catalogues Free to Regular Buyers
Also Available on the Internet at: www.philatelicfriends.com

For more details please contact:
Philatelic Friends (formerly trading as T.G. Barnes, P.O. Box 26456, Hout Bay, 7872, South Africa Tel: (
+27 21) 790 5943, Fax (+27 21) 790 5745, e-mail: infodphiltelicfriends.com

A Favorite Philatelic Item
Bill Brooks/USA, Editor
Each reader has one or more 'favorites" in his/her respective collections - perhaps a cover, ephemeral material, a document,
back-of-the-boob a particular stamp, cachet, etc. Please share yours by sending it to the Editor.

This issue's "favorite", illustrated below, was submitted by Jan
Stolk. He describes it as an unfranked cover from Jagersfontein, Orange Free State. It was sent on 23rd June 1923 to
Tweespruit (double ring circular postmark) where it arrived on
26th June. The cover is notable as it is of a proving nature

regarding the Jagersfontein "T" marking no. 13. The cover also
shows that it was taxed with a double deficiency ld rouletted
postage due stamp. It was cancelled 27th June 1923 at
Tweespruit (single ring circular postmark).

Illustration. Cover from Jagersfontein to Tweespruit with proving Jagersfontein T-marking number 13.
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Aerophilately
Kendall Sanford/Swizterland & Paul Magid/USA, Coeditors
The coeditors invite your comments as well as written materials for future installments. Send to Kendall at 12 Chemin des Tuilots, CH-1293
Bellevue (GE), Switzerland, e-mail at: kaerophil@cs.com or Paul at 5324 28th St. NW, Washington, DC 20015, e-mail: magid@erols.com

Sir Alan Cobham's Survey Flight - London to the
Cape... Paul Magid
The story of international airmail service to Southern Africa
must begin with Sir Alan Cobham's survey flight from London
to Cape Town. Undertaken with support from Imperial Airways,
this flight established the viability of the overland route that
Imperial would follow in furnishing airmail service between
Britain and its Empire in eastern and southern Africa.
Cobham, like most of his contemporaries, was a veteran of the
Great War in which he demonstrated his natural abilities as a
pilot in such a short time that, after only three weeks of flight
training, he was himself made an instructor. Following the war
and prior to getting into the business of long-distance survey
flights, he eked out a living giving joy rides to eager
passengers, pioneered the field of aerial photography, and
finally flew an air taxi service. In 1921, he made his first
landing in Africa, flying from Spain to Spanish Morocco. In
January, 1922, he conducted an aerial tour of French Morocco and
Algeria, doing what he loved to do best, demonstrating the
benefits of civil aviation.
On November 30, 1924, accompanied by Sir Sefton Brancker,
Director of Civil Aviation for the British government, he took
off on a roundtrip, 17,000 mile flight from England to
Rangoon, Burma, in a DeHavilland 50 bi-plane outfitted with
extra fuel tanks. The DH 50 had a cruising speed of 80 miles
per hour and, with the extra tanks, could fly non-stop for eight
and one half-hours. The aircraft returned to London on March
17, 1925, having accomplished the journey in 220 hours of
flying time without making a single forced landing - a
remarkable record for the aircraft of the day, which Cobham, in
all modesty, attributed to his flight engineer, A.B. Elliot.
Cobham's success in completing this flight led to his ability to
raise funds and obtain support from 21 different companies,
including Imperial Airways, to finance a survey flight to the
Cape, which he undertook in November 1925.
Flying in Africa raised a host of challenges not present on the flight
to Burma. Chief among them was the problem of altitude. The
rarified air of the great Rift Valley plateau in east, central and
southern Africa, made thinner by the heat of the equatorial sun,
required a far stronger engine than the 230 horsepower
Armstrong Puma engine used on the Burma flight to power the
DH 50 on take-off and landing. Cobham and Elliot solved the
problem by installing a 385 horsepower Armstrong Siddley
Jaguar engine in the aircraft.
Even with the additional horsepower, weight was still a problem
since Cobham planned to take along both Elliot, and B.W.G.
Emmott, a professional photographer, to film the adventure. In
addition to film equipment, a spare propeller, emergency
rations, cookware, and guns to keep off the

crocodiles and lions, each man was allowed a small suitcase.
Cobham found that quite sufficient to hold a light alpaca
dinner jacket and evening accessories, "so that we might
appear respectable when occasion demanded".
The aircraft also carried a small bundle of commemorative post
cards, about 50 in all, printed by Flight Magazine, and sheets
of specially printed perforated vignettes in both green and
vermilion, which Cobham was to affix to the cards before
posting them from stops along the way. It is thought that he
posted about four cards from each of 12 different points en
route - although the exact number posted from Cape Town and
the three other stops in South Africa (Pretoria, Johannesburg,
and Bloemfontein) is unknown and may have been more than
four. Each card was signed by the pilot and handstamped with an
oval marking in purple, reading "By Special Air Mail London Cape Town" and the date of departure, "16-11-25". In some
instances, the marking shows an error in date, reading "16-1225". An imperforate variety of the vignette exists, thought to be
from proof sheets, and several cards have surfaced with the
variety. One card in the author's collection has waterstains
which were said to have occurred during the London Blitz
when the bank in which they were stored was hit by a German
bomb.
Most literature on the flight gives the impression that these
cards were the only mail posted on the southbound flight. In
fact, several years ago, an auction in San Francisco listed a lot
consisting of six covers apparently posted by Elliot. They are
all addressed to a George E. Mason of London, and are marked
in a different hand with the words, "London - Cape Town Air
Survey Flt," the name of the town from which the letter was
posted, and the year 1926. Each cover was autographed, "AB
Elliott". The ones in the auction were posted from Mongalla,
Ndola, Broken Hill, Bulawayo, Pretoria and Johannesburg. In
each case, the date of posting followed by some days the date of
the aircraft's arrival at the town from which it was mailed. The
author has never seen8 such covers listed before or since, and
would be interested if anyone has seen additional mail from the
flight or any of these particular covers.
From the beginning, the flight south could in no way be
considered uneventful. Cobham took off from Stag Lane
Aerodrome near Hendon on November 16, headed for Croydon
Aerodrome, where an official send-off had been organized. In
the smoke and haze of a London winter's day, he almost
missed the field, and had to be guided in by rockets fired into
the air. From Croydon, he overnighted at Paris; and proceeded at
a leisurely pace to Egypt where he and Emmott filmed the
pramids from the air. In Mongalla in the southern Sudan he
was met by a large contingent of Sudanese who had never seen
an aircraft before. Much to Cobham's disappointment, they
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seemed infinitely more interested in a water tap recently installed
by the colonial administration than in the plane. Perhaps they
realized the how irrelevant the aircraft was to their way of life,
while the water tap was critical.
In Jinja in Uganda, Cobham received an impromptu lesson on the
effects of the thin air of the Rift Valley plateau on the DH 50. A
huge crowd had gathered on the landing field, and Cobham
thought he should bring the aircraft in a little more slowly
than normal, in order to make it easier to stop the plane before
it mowed into the assemblage. The decrease of speed in the thin
air caused the plane to drop like a stone ten feet onto the grass
runway. Only the sturdiness of the undercarriage prevented
serious damage to the aircraft and its occupants.
From Jinja, Cobham proceeded south down the great lakes of the
Rift Valley and entered Northern Rhodesia. The 1000 miles
from Tabora in Tanganyika, to the southern border of the
Rhodesias, was covered with thick bush. Cobham considered
this stretch the most dangerous of the trip because, lacking
prepared landing fields, there was no place to touch down in
the event of an emergency, an ever present danger in a single
engine plane.
In Northern Rhodesia, they passed over one of the great wonders
of southern Africa, Victoria Falls. Neither Emmott nor Cobham
could ignore the spectacular photographic opportunities
offered by the situation. Flying through the Zambezi River
gorge at slow speeds and at a low altitude to get good shots, the
engine of the single engine aircraft began sputtering for the
first time on the entire journey. Cobham and Elliott exchanged
worried glances, realizing that spray from the Falls had been
sucked into the air intake pipes of the carburetor.
Fortunately, Cobham was able to gain sufficient altitude to
clear the water from the engine and land safely in Livingstone.
In Bulawayo, the DH 50 balked. The combination of weight,
high altitude and heat was too much for the plane. After two
failed attempts to takeoff, Cobham reluctantly asked Emmott to
deplane. Taking his camera and equipment off the aircraft that
had carried him safely over 6,500, the photographer sadly
made his way to the railway station to catch the next train to
Pretoria.
On February 17, Cobham arrived in Cape Town, having
completed his 8,000 mile plus journey in a leisurely three-month
period. The return trip would be done in a far more
expeditious fashion; for in Cape Town, Cobham met Captain
Strong on the Union Castle mail streamer, Windsor Castle.
The steamer was departing Cape Town for Southampton on the
26th, so the two men arranged an impromptu race to determine
who would be the first to reach England. The steamer would
be traveling day and night at about 12 knots over a course of
5,300 miles, while the DH 50 would fly only during the day
and cover a total distance of 8,500 miles. But it could travel at
the rate of 95 miles in an hour.
On the flight back to England, Cobham experienced just about all
the difficulties that the Dark Continent could conjure up for a
pioneer aviator of the time. In Northern Rhodesia, he
encountered rains so heavy that they turned the runway at
Ndola into a swamp. The wheels of the aircraft sank deeply

in to the mire to take off. After impatiently waiting a day for
conditions to improve, he called together the local population
and talked a large number of them into marching back and
forth over the runway to tamp down the mud into a more solid
surface. They apparently responded with enthusiasm, chanting
and stomping up and down until the runway was firm enough to
support the plane on take-off. At Tabora, in Tanganyika, he had
the same problem. But, after several attempts, Cobham managed
to "drag the machine off the ground at speed which was hardly
flying, and literally staggered away into the atmosphere".
In the Sudan, the aircraft flew through oven-like temperatures
and choking sandstorms, which threw up clouds of dust so
thick that at one point, Cobham lost sight of the Nile, the only
landmark in the featureless desert. Fortunately, after flying
blindly for some minutes, he spotted a dried watercourse that he
was able to follow back to the Nile.
In Egypt, they ran into gale force winds blowing from the
north. To keep on schedule, Cobham decided to lighten his
load, take on extra fuel in its place, and fly the Mediterranean
crossing in a driving rain. Overcoming all of these adversities,
the aircraft arrived at Croydon on March 13, just as the
Windsor Castle entered the English Channel. As the steamer
did not dock at Southampton until the morning of the 15th,
Cobham clearly won the race, graphically demonstrating the
feasibility of travel by aircraft in Africa.
On the return flight, Cobham carried with him the first air mail
flown from South Africa to England. It consisted of not more
than 20 letters, including a letter from the Governor General of
South Africa addressed to King George V. Cobham delivered
the letter personally to Buckingham Palace upon arrival.
Presumably, the King, a stamp collector of some renown, must
have enjoyed the moment. It was a fitting conclusion to a flight
that opened the way for Imperial Airways' London to Cape
Town airmail service.
Shown on the next page are an example of: (1) post card from
the London-Cape Town survey flight, November 1925 - February
1926; and (2) a souvenir mail card carried on the 1925
Cobham London-Cairo-Cape Town flight.

Book Review: The Stampless Air Mail Letter Cards and Air
Letters Used by South African Troops - 1941-1945, by Tom
Mullins, 14 pages, published by The Philatelic Federation of
Southern Africa as a supplement to The South Africa Philatelist,
April 2001. This brief monograph is a guide to the history and
identification of the various issues of stampless Air Mail Letter
Cards and Air Letters used by South African troops in the course
of World Ward 11 (1941-1945) in the Middle East and
Mediterranean. Because of the stampless air mail letter cards
were at no stage, a post office issue, they have been omitted
from most studies of postal stationery. The monograph
describes and shows all the various stampless air mail letter
cards and air letters used. A short bibliography is included. The
monograph is available for $8.00 including surface postage,
from Aerophil, 12 Chemin des Tuilots, CH-1293 Bellevue (GE),
Switzerland.

Illustration 1. Post card from the London-Cape Town survey flight,
November 1925 - February 1926.

A souvenir mail card carried on the 1925 Cobham
London-Cairo-Cape Town flight.
Illustration 2.

The Bechuanalands
Peter Thy/USA, Editor
Your comments invited, as are installments for future columns as a guest author. Send to Peter Thy, 581 9th St. Davis, CA
95616 or e-mail Peter at thy@a jade.ucdavis.ed

More Bechuanaland Telegrams... Peter Thy
A temporary wooden, military telegraph line was erected from
Barkly West to Kanye by the Bechuanaland Expeditionary
Forces (Warren Expedition). This line was also open for
civilian traffic at one shilling per 10 words. In Forerunners #
37, we were able to show examples of military telegrams
received in Setlagoli. In this installment we show another
example of a telegram also received in Setlagoli in July of
1885 (Fig. 1), as well as part of the same correspondence. The
telegram was offered for sale in Grosvenor's May 23, 2001 sale
as lot number 1049 (noted to bear pencil message on the
reverse from Col. Methuen to the Provost Marshal in
Mafeking). The telegram was received in Setlagoli on July 16.
It was sent by McHattie to Col. Methuen and reads "Sir, I hold
you answerable for original telegrams on which you arrested
Figure 1. Warren Expedition telegram received in Setlagoli in July of 1884.

me yesterday". An additional little piece to the story. Perhaps
other telegrams exist that can tell us the full story of what
happened to McHattie and what Methuen's role really was.
With the withdrawal of the military forces, the line from
Mafeking to Kanye was dismantled. The remaining line (220
miles) was taken over by the Bechuanaland Government and
reconstructed with iron poles in 1886 (telegraph offices were
Mafeking, Setlagoli, Taung and Vryburg). The Grosvenor Sale
also included military telegram forms that were part of a
correspondence between the Taungs Postmaster and the
Postmaster-General in Vryburg. Unfortunately, we are unable to
show these (can anybody help?).
The British South Africa Company extended the telegraph line
northward toward Tuli at the Matabele border which was
reached by the end of 1890 (432 miles from Mafeking). New
offices opened were Ramoutsa, Palla, Gaberones, Mochuli,
Palapye, Macloutsie and Tuli. The line was shortly extended
to include Victoria, Charter, and Salisbury. The responsibility
for the British Bechuanaland and British South Africa Company
lines were transferred to the Cape Post Office in 1893. The
telegraph offices through Bechuanaland were moved to the rail
line as it progressed northward. Later, a line from Palapye, via
Tati and Mangwe, to Bulawayo and Charter was constructed and
gave a choice of lines from Salisbury to the south, either via
Victoria or Bulawayo in the case of native uprisings. The
Victoria line was later demolished because of maintenance
difficulties .
Figure 2 shows a telegram envelope (pink color) delivered in
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The Bechuanalands
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miles) was taken over by the Bechuanaland Government and
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gave a choice of lines from Salisbury to the south, either via
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More Bechuanaland Telegrams... Peter Thy
A temporary wooden, military telegraph line was erected from
Barkly West to Kanye by the Bechuanaland Expeditionary
Forces (Warren Expedition). This line was also open for
civilian traffic at one shilling per 10 words. In Forerunners #
37, we were able to show examples of military telegrams
received in Setlagoli. In this installment we show another
example of a telegram also received in Setlagoli in July of 1885 (
Fig. 1), as well as part of the same correspondence. The
telegram was offered for sale in Grosvenor's May 23, 2001 sale
as lot number 1049 (noted to bear pencil message on the
reverse from Col. Methuen to the Provost Marshal in Mafeking).
The telegram was received in Setlagoli on July 16. It was sent by
McHattie to Col. Methuen and reads "Sir, I hold you answerable for
original telegrams on which you arrested
Figure 1. Warren Expedition telegram received in Setlagoli in July of 1884.

Figure 2 shows a telegram envelope (pink color) delivered in
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Vryburg to a passenger named Hall who was on the northward
bound train heading toward Mafeking. The telegram was
received and delivered in Vryburg on July 27, 1897.
Figure 2. Telegram envelope delivered 1897 in Vryburg to a passenger on the
Mafeking train.

A more recent example is shown in Figure 3. This envelope
contained a telegram addressed to Palapye. The recipient had
apparently moved to Francistown and the telegram forwarded
through the mails for which 8t had to be paid. This is the
reason for the affixed stamp despite the printed inscription: "
NO CHARGES FOR DELIVERY".
Figure 3. Botswana telegram envelope from 1989, attempted delivery in Palapye
and readdressed by mail to Francistown.

four-ring binder. Also soon to be published by the firm, in
collaboration with Peter Lodoen, will be a Philatelic Atlas of the
Bechuanalands and Botswana. Peter Lodoen is well known to
readers of Forerunners as the designer of many of Botswana
stamps. The atlas shows virtually every place of philatelic or
postal importance from the pre-Bechuanaland days to the
present. Bay Publishing also has in preparation a Botswana
Stamp Album in the same style and quality printing as the
Bechuanaland album. The album sells in Botswana for P80 (
P110) including binder). Contact Bay Publishing at baybooks@it.
bw, fax 267-306023, or write c/o Botswana Philatelic Society, P.O.
Box 502426, Gaborone, Botswana.
Southern Africa Postal History Monographs
Krone Publications has released three new monographs. They
are: (1) The Northern Mails and Telegraphs: Bechuanaland and
Rhodesia in the Annual Reports of the PostmasterGeneral, Cape
of Good Hope, 1885-1909, edited by Peter Thy; (2) A Century's
Record. Historical Sketch of the Progress of Cape of Good
Hope Post Office to 1907, by the PostmasterGeneral; and (3)
Postal Orders of Bechuanaland and Botswana, one-frame exhibit
by Peter Thy. These are on an experimental basis only
available on the web as "pdf' files. They can be freely
downloaded and copied. The address is http://www-geology.
ucdavis.edu/-thy/krone.html. Krone Publications will appreciate to
learn about any problems and suggestions you may have (write/
e-mail Peter). Also, contact us if you do not have access to the
internet and would want an old fashioned paper copy if you are
unable to down load and print it yourself.
Bechuanalands and Botswana Society
The Society narrowly avoided extinction at its last Annual
General Meeting in September 2001. After many years of
dedicated service, the Vice-Chairman and Secretary were, after
years of delays, finally retiring. The post of Chairman has been
vacant for a very long time and the Treasurer position also
needed to be filled. At the last minute, Tony Chilton, Bryan
Trotter, Brian Hurst and Neville Midwood stepped forward and
saved the society. The post of Vice-Chairman still remains to be
filled. Thanks to John-Inglefield Watson and David Wall for
many years of dedicated service to the society.
Stamp Snakes
Peter Lodoen has been commissioned by Botswana Post to
design four stamps featuring Botswana snakes. The snakes
chosen will be cobra, mamba, boomslang, puff adder and
python. The stamps are expected to be released in February
2002. Congratulations to Peter. This is certainly good news.

Bechuanaland News
Bechuanaland Stamp Album and Postal History Atlas
After weeks of painstaking preparations, Bay Publishing has finally
announced the publication of a Bechuanaland Postage Stamp
Album. The album shows every major variety issued between
1885 and 1966. The pages are printed on high quality A4 size
paper and will be available with or without illustrated

New Botswana Postal Tariff
New postal rates came into effect on September 1, 2001 and
replaced the previous rates that had been in effect since August
1, 1997. The new rate structure represents a great simplification. It operates with four different rate areas - Botswana, rest of
SADC, rest of Africa, Europe, rest of the world. The surface
and air letter rates are now principally based upon three letter sizes
- standard, large, and oversized. The weight of letters must be
below 1kg domestic and 200g international (and below 20mm
thick). Packet prices are still based on weight
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(100g to 20kg). A few examples are a standard surface letter
within Botswana P0.50 and to the US P1.50. The corresponding US air rate is P3. The postcard rates are domestic P0.50
and US P0.80 (air US P1.75). The aerogramme rates have been
greatly simplified to P1.75 worldwide. A simplified summary of
the new rates are given in a small folder available at the post
office (Information and Reference Guide). More details can be
found on the new Botswana Post web site - http://www.
botspost.co.bw. It is also possible that a detailed postal tariff
publication has been released.
Botswana Post's Web Site
The greatest news this month is the opening of the Botswana
Post's new web site as shown above. The site is well organized
and illustrated and is easy to navigate. The content includes:
our services, about us, press releases, inquiries, useful links and
philatelic services. Also included is information about the postal
tariff, list of postal agencies, and a map of Botswana. What is of
most interest to collectors is the philatelic section that lists all
available commemorative stamps and first day covers which
are illustrated in full color. There is also the possibility of
ordering new issues on the site and to pay with a credit card.
Unfortunately, the available definitive stamps and stationery are
not included. The philatelic site, therefore, is far from fully
developed to serve most of the needs of the advanced
philatelist. It also needs to be proven that the Philatelic
Bureau is more responsive to orders submitted via the web
than to mail or fax orders. The fact is that the Philatelic
Bureau is notorious for ignoring orders and delaying easily for
up to a year filling even a relatively simple order. It is hoped
that the launching of the web site signals that Botswana
Post in the future will be more responsive to collectors. Some
important contact information to reach Botswana Post is
telephone 267-353131, fax 267-313599, email bps@botsnet.bw,
mailing address P.O. Box 100, Gaborone, Botswana.
Postmarks of South Africa
Alex Visser of South Africa is seeking Botswana postmarks
beginning with "R" and "S" for inclusion in Volume 8 of
Putzel's Postmarks of South Africa and Former States and
Colonies. Alex can be reached by e-mailing avisser@postino.
up.ac.za.
Major Bechuanaland Collection Sold
An exceptional, gold medal winning collection of the early
postal history of the Bechuanalands was recently sold by
Grosvenor in their May 2001 sale. The collection was formed

by Jim Catterall. The collection was sold in 200 lots including
early missionary letters from Kuruman and Molepolole (Mofat).
Also found were several Warren Expedition letters and
telegrams, Khama letter and Langenberg rebellion cover, just to
mention a few.
Alan MacGregor's Price List of the Bechuanalands
Alan MacGregor has released his July 2001 Price List of the
Bechuanalands (26 pages). The list contains a very strong
selection of Stellaland stamps and revenues. Included are
several examples of the revenues used on full documents.
Another notable item is a Tati elephant revenue stamp on cover
used as postage. Two 1915 gold bullion parcel labels used by
the Tati Company to Bulawayo tops any Bechuanaland collector's
wish list. However, the list contains something for everybody
and can be obtained from Alan at P.O. Box 515, Simon's
Town 7995, south African, email at ala@rhodesia.co.za; www.
rhodesia.co.za; or fax 27-21-786-1925.
New Botswana Stamps
New Commemorative stamps issued by Botswana Post within
the last 1-2 years includes some of the most flashy Botswana
stamps ever issued. This change in stamp issuing policy is a
result of the efforts of a New Zealand postal consultant. Most of
the following issues have been graphically designed in New
Zealand. The only exception appears to be the Literacy issue
which was designed locally. This change in policy has met with
strong opposition from the local Botswana Philatelic Society.
The latest news is that the consultant's contract has been
terminated. Recently issued Botswana stamps include:
Chobe Wetlands - expected December 12; Scenic Skies September 28, 2001 - 50t, P1, P2, P2.50; Botswana Baskets - July
30, 2001 - 35t, P1, P2, P2.50 and a minisheet; Kgalagadi Park May 12, 2001 - 35t, P1, P2, P2.50, minisheet; Diamonds February 1, 2001 - 35t, P1.75, P2, P2.50; Okavango Wetlands December 6, 2000 - 35t, P1, P1.75, P2, P2.50; Flying Mission November 3, 2000 - 35t, P1.75, P2, P2.50; Chiefs & Presidents September 29, 2000 - 35t, P1, P2, P2.50; Literacy - August 23,
2000 - 35t, 70t, P2, P2.50; Moths July 19, 2000 - 35t, 70t, P1,
P15, minisheet; Scenic Rivers - April 5, 2000 - 35t, P1, P2, P2.
50; and Miss Universe - December 1, 1999 - 35t, P1, P2, P2.50,
P15, minisheet.
The address for the Philatelic Bureau is Botswana Post, P.O.
Box 100, Gaborone, Botswana. The philatelic manager is Mrs.
Margaret Ruda and can be reached by email at philman@
botsnet.bw, telephone 267-353131, or fax 267-312253.

WANTED
WORLD WAR H MILITARY COVERS USED IN AFRICA
FROM THE FOLLOWING AREAS WITH THE VARIOUS CANCELS:
Indian FPOs, East African APOs APO/U Postmarks,
Sudan, British Somaliland (1939-1940)
Contact Walter Bjork - 54 West 84th St., New York, NY 10024

Boer Republics
Tim Bartshe/USA, Editor
Questions and comments regarding this column are invited as are installments for future issues as a guest author. at
13955 West 30th, Golden, CO 80401 USA, or e-mail him at timbartshe@aoLcom

Editorial Note: This is the third or four installments drawn
from selected pages of the author's exhibit explaining the postal
rate regulations applicable to the fees assess prior to the Union
in 1910.

Transvaal Postage Due Markings: Understanding
Rate Regulations - Part III... Tim Bartshe
Figure 1 illustrates the 3d 6oz newspaper rate to England with
an additional 2d penalty due for additional 2oz. The stamps
are cancelled with a "ZAR" triangular obliterator "1" of
Johannesburg on 2xld shaft issue of 1895 to England. Upon
arrival in England "2D/NB" was applied indicating a id
deficiency and id penalty applied. Rates applicable in 1895
were ld per 2oz from Transvaal to England with an increment of
ld for each additional 2oz. The date of mailing is unknown, but
cannot be earlier than January 1895 when the stamps were first
issued. Monocolor stamps supplanted by bicolor issue one year
later.
Figure 2 illustrates the ld 4oz newspaper rate to England. An
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additional ld penalty due was assessed for weight over 4oz.
The wrapper was departure cancelled "Jeppestown B.O.
Johannesburg / 18 Apr 04" and addressed to Burton-on-Trent,
England with an arrival date of 7 May. Upon arrival in
England, the boxed instructional marking "More to Pay/
above _oz/723" and ,1D/723" showing deficiency applied.
Incremental weights above normal 4oz allowance would be
charged at a rate of ½d per unknown weight (possibly per
additional 2oz). There is a purple manuscript inserted "4" and
initials of clerk 723.
Figure 3 illustrates the 5d 2½oz letter rate to Natal. Insufficient
postage applied required an additional 2d. It is canceled "
Johannesburg // 15 Dec 03" and was mailed to Durban, Natal
with no arrival mark showing. The circle "T/I" was issued to
Johannesburg sometime after Aug 02. The is the earliest
recorded date of use. The circle "4D" is an older Republican
stamps issued in the mid-1890's. Its application indicates an
underpayment of 2d for 2½oz letter plus penalty.

Figure 1. Newspaper wrapper from Johannesburg to England showing insufficient postage of 2d upon arrival.
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Figure 2. Example of the ld 4oz newspaper rate to England with additional penalty due for weight over 4oz.

Figure 3. Example of 5d 2'/20z letter rate to Natal with insufficient postage requiring an additional 2d.
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Fakes, Forgeries & Facsimiles
Frederick P. Lawrence/USA, Ph.D., FRPSL, Editor
Reader contributions for future columns are encouraged and may be forwarded to Dr. Lawrence at 5016 So. Kenneth Place,
Tempe, AZ 85282-7265; or e-mail him at ieconsulting@earthlink.net

Editorial Note: Dr. Taylor first wrote about the forgeries of the handstruck letter stamps and postmarks of the Cape of
Good Hope attributed to Adrian A. Jurgens in "Why, Adrian?" which appeared in Forerunners, Vol. V, No. 1, Mar/Jun '
91, pp. 39-40. He now has provided further information on Jurgens' forgeries. Information on the genuine handstamps and
postmarks is taken from Robert Goldblatt's Postmarks of the Cape of Good Hope. Illustrations of Jurgens' forgeries are
taken from The Handstruck Letter Stamps of the Cape of Good Hope from 1792 to 1853 and the Postmarks from 1853
to 1910, since Jurgens used the dies which had been manufactured to illustrate this book Dr. Taylor points out the
distinguishing characteristics between the genuine handstamps and postmarks and the forgeries.

Forgeries of Handstruck Letter Stamps and
Postmarks of the Cape of Good Hope: Part III...
Dr. Robert Taylor
In this installment we will take a look at the Port Elizabeth
dated "TO-PAY" letter stamp forgery. Quoting from both
Goldblatt and Jurgens: "The Port Elizabeth post office was issued
with two dated letter stamps late in December 1852, thus
sharing with Cape Town's General Post Office the distinction
of being one of the only two towns to employ such stamps
during the pre-adhesive period.
"The format was a single-lined oval incorporating the name of
the town at the top and either the words Paid' (PE1) [Fig. 1] or
To Pay' (PE2) [Fig. 2] at the bottom of the oval. The date in

the center of the oval was in a single line, consisting of
movable type.
"The dimensions of the ovals differ. PE1 measures 36 by 31.
5mm, and PE2 37 by 31.5. The latter, To Pay', in black is
rare, but both these handstamps are known in red, which is
extremely rare. Forgeries of these handstamps are known and
strikes showing the dates 'August 24' and 'May 27' should be
viewed with circumspection."
Figure 3 below is an example of a "To Pay" forgery. What
makes it so is the indistinct serifs, lack of the date line and
poorly formed letters of "Port Elizabeth". Some experts deny the
existence of genuine examples of this handstamp.

FORERUNNERS - Nov '01/Feb '02

Postage Dues
Jan Stolk/The Netherlands, Editor
Reader comments, examples of marks and guest author installments are welcomed. Send yours to Jan at P.O. Box 33223, 3005 EE
Rotterdam, The Netherlands or e-mail at janstolk@uni-one. nl

Postage Due Marks With A Fraction Bar ...J. Stolk
Postage due markings with a fraction bar were applied from
1966, as decided at the UPU Congress in Vienna in 1964.
Their use was continued after the UPU Congress in Lausanne in
1974. For more information on this system see my installment in
Forerunners, Vol. XII, No. 1, Whole No. 32, page 26.
The markings with fraction bars were applied on international
unpaid or underpaid mail. The Lausanne system is still in
operation. Nowadays we do not see any markings with a fixed
number in the fractions but always a "T" mark with a fraction
added in manuscript or the complete tax marking in manuscript.
A few "T" marks have a space or a fraction bar, ready to add
the value in manuscript. Type NA are the "T" marks of this
Figure 1. Examples of Type NA due markings.

number in the lower part of the fraction - known numbers are 10,
15, 25 and 35. One can suppose 5, 9, and 12 should exist as
well as we look into the markings with fixed numbers in the
upper and lower part of the fraction.
From the listings in this installment it is clear that only larger
cities with an airport or harbor, handling international mail,
applied these markings. The majority of the listed markings are
from Johannesburg or Durban. Types NB3a and NC1 were
probably applied in Johannesburg while type NG4b was
probably applied in Durban.
As postal rates started changing (rising) every year, it became
too expensive to make new markings for every change of
postal rates. For this reason type NA and manuscript markings
came into use.
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Figure 2. Examples of Type NB dues markings.
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Figure 3. Examples of Types NC and ND dues markings.
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Figure 4. Examples of Type NE dues markings.
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Figure 5. Examples of Types NF and NG dues markings.
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The Rhodesias
Alan J. Hanks/Canada, Editor
Comments and updates to this column are invited, as are installments for future columns as a guest author.
at 34 Seaton Dr., Aurora, Ontario, Canada L4G 2K1, or e-mail him at a.hanks@aci.on.ca

Postal Stationery - British South Africa Company
Part IV: 'Rhodesia' Cards... by Alan Hanks
The 1896 cards used the "Large Arms" indicium of the current
stamp issues of the time, and of course were the first issued
items to show the name RHODESIA, thirteen years in advance
of the first stamps bearing the name. They were printed by
Perkins Bacon & Co. Ltd., the third printer for BSAC stationery
cards and were in the same arrangement as the "Mashonaland"
cards, with the ld card in blue, the 1½d card in yellow and the
ld+1d card in red. The sizes were the same as for the "
Mashonaland" cards. The Higgins and Gage numbers are 8, 9,
and 10 respectively.
Figure 1 shows the three mint cards inches wide required.

6½

inches high x 6

Figure 2 shows a id card used inland in 1899, privately printed
with a political message - 3½ inches high x 5 ½ inches wide
required.

Send yours to Alan

Figure 3 shows a 1½d card used to the Cape, also 1899 and
privately printed for the Standard Bank of South Africa. Such
private printing was quite common - 6 inches wide x 4 inches
high required.
Figure 4 shows a Reply Paid card, used very late (September
1910 - the "double Head" period), uprated with two ½d stamps
from the 1908 issue and overpaid by 1 ½d, as the postcard rate at
that time to South African was only ½d! (Thanks to Jan Diesveld
for sending this copy of a card from his collection.) - 6 inches
wide x 4 inches high required.
Quantities printed were 10,000 each of the "Inland" and "
International" cards and 5,000 of the "Reply" cards. Mint
examples are quite common but they are not so easy to come
across in used condition. All three cards are known with a
manuscript "Specimen" endorsement.

Figure 1. Mint examples, one each, of the "Inland", "International" and "Reply" cards imprinted with the Large Arms indicium.
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Figure 2. Example of a ld card used
inland in 1899.

Figure 3. Example of a privately
printed 1'/ card used to the Cape.

Figure 4. Example of a Reply Paid
card uprated with 2'/ad stamps.
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South African Civil Censorship in World War II
Chris Miller/UK, Hon. Secy. Civil Censorship Study Group, Editor
Reader comments and updates are invited, as are entries for future installments as a "guest" author. Send yours to Chris at 161
Upper Woodcote Road, Caversham, Reading RG4 7JR, England, or e-mail him at cpbmiller@aoLcom.

The (Official) History of the (British) Postal and
Telegraph Censorship Department 1938-1946. .
Chris Miller, Editor
The volume from which this is taken is a copyrighted official
British Government Publication and was a secret and restricted
document. Reproduction is by the kind permission of the
Public Records Office, Kew, London, U.K. Their reference is
DEFE 1/333 and DEFE 1/334. The Public Records Office in
London is very close to the best public gardens in the city, so
visitors can readily visit both. (There also is interesting
information included about other war-time mail activities.)

South Africa
1203. Establishment and Organization of Censorship
During the last week in October 1939, notice was given to the
public of the suspension of postal communications with
Germany, and by a Proclamation issued on 25th November
1939, establishment of a censorship in the Union and in the
mandated territory of South-West Africa was authorized.
Simultaneously the Postmaster General was appointed Controller of Censorship and was entrusted with its organization. The
authority for this measure was derived from the Defence Act. In
its original form, the Proclamation covered only external
telegraphic and telephonic communications and in respect of
postal communications applied only to those entering or
leaving the Union or Mandated territory of South West Africa
from or to countries outside the British Commonwealth of
nations. It did not cover internal communications within the
Union, or to or from other parts of the Empire with the
exception of telegrams. As the need for internal censorship was
emphasized by the increasing activities or subversive
elements, a further Proclamation, dated 15th June, 1940,
rendered all communications by post, telegraph or otherwise
liable to censorships. In the beginning censorship stations were
established at Capetown (Headquarters), Johannesburg, Durban,
Windhoek and Pretoria. Further stations were opened
subsequently. It was always extremely difficult to recruit
suitable staff, especially translators. The situation was eased in
1941 by the arrival of evacuees from the Middle East and the
Far East, which provided a new field recruitment. An
Intelligence Records Bureau was set up at Capetown in
September, 1940. Three months later a Central Bureau was
opened in Pretoria and thereafter both Capetown and Pretoria
were kept supplied with copies of submissions. In September,
1944, the Central Bureau was closed and its files transferred to
Capetown.
1204. Functions of the Controller of Censorship
At the outbreak of war the Postmaster General, who was the
permanent head of the Civil Department of Posts and
Telegraphs, assumed the duties of Director of Signals. He also,

at the personal request of the Prime Minister of the Union,
undertook the organization of censorship and was appointed
Controller of Censorship on 25th November, 1939. Later,
however, on promotion to the post of Director General of
Signals, he delegated the practical control of the Signal Corps to
his Deputy, who succeeded him as Director. As it proved
impossible for the Controller of Censorship to perform the
executive functions of a Chief Censor, as well as those of Head
of the Post Office, he arranged for the appointment of a Chief
Censor to control the detailed management of censorship, while
retaining in his own hands the policy of the Censorship and its
relations with Ministers, other Government Departments and
other Administrations. It may be mentioned that, as Postmaster
General, he was responsible to the Minister of Posts and
Telegraphs, and as Controller of Censorship to the Minister of
Defence. This arrangement, however, worked admirably.
In March 1943, the Controller retired from the Post Office, and
his first step was to combine in his own hands the two offices
of Controller of Censorship and Chief Censor. This enabled him
to simplify censorship organization and establish closer control.
He found it administratively convenient to retain both his titles.
1205. Postal Censorship
At the outset of censorship's operations it was not possible to
give more than selective attention to mails for neutrals then
held by the Post Office, but those for the enemy were
examined and detained. Thereafter, all mails for neutrals
received 100 per cent attention, while correspondence with the
Empire was dealt with throughout the war on a selective basis.
By degrees, censorship practice was built up and made
uniform. In the main it conformed to the United Kingdom's
pattern. The examination of Portuguese transit mails was
undertaken in terms of an agreement between the British and
the Portuguese Governments. The mails were therefore
voluntarily diverted, but for a while in 1942, the masters of
Portuguese vessels refused to dock at Capetown. When
attempts to off-load at sea proved dangerous to life as well as to
mails, they were obliged to dock. The procedure followed
thereafter was for homeward bound mails to be sent overland
from Angola and Mozambique to Capetown, and, after
examination at Capetown it was entirely reconstituted in
censorship and placed on board by the Post Office. Mails from
Europe by Portuguese vessels were collected by the Post Office
and handed unopened to censorship for treatment, reconstitution and despatch by rails through Post Office channels to their
destinations in Angola and Mozambique. Evasion of censorship
by seamen and passengers in neutral ships (especially in
Portuguese vessels), carrying communications on their persons or
concealed on board, had reached such proportions in April
1942, that after consultation with the Director General in
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London and the Naval Authorities, all ships were searched.
This matter is more fully referred to in the article on the
Portuguese Mail Agreement (see paragraphs 135-137). Precensorship of travellers' censorable documents was introduced in
June 1943.
1206. Telecommunications Censorship
While 100 per cent, censorship of overseas and extra-territorial
telegrams was operative form December, 1939, it was only in
areas where security was essential that the maximum censorship applied to inland telegrams. British telegraphic censorship
principles were observed generally at all censorship stations.
Owing to the disruption of cable facilities through the
Mediterranean, the route via the Union was at times the only
channel of communication between the United Kingdom,
Middle East, Far East and Australasia. The radio-telephone service
between the Union and Great Britain and thence to other parts
of the world was suspended immediately when war broke out.
International land line telephone services between the Union
and Portuguese East Africa and between the Union and
Rhodesia were maintained, but all conversations were under
censorship supervision. The Union Censorship cooperated in
the Coding Bureau Scheme and established such Bureaus in
December, 1942, at Capetown, Durban and Johannesburg.
1207. Technical Department
A special Department was established at the outbreak of war
containing laboratory a technical equipment. The purpose was
examination of material suspected of being a possible vehicle fore
enemy communication, whether by secret writing, code,
photography or otherwise. A large volume of material from
many sources carefully examined all through the war and the
search was rewarded by many finds of value.
1208. Liaison with United Kingdom and other Censorships
There was never a resident liaison officer with other Censorships
in Africa, but frequent visits were exchanged between Senior
Censorship Officials from East Africa, Northern and Southern
Rhodesia, Mauritius and South Africa, and it was customary
for these Censorships to keep each other advised of matters
of mutual interest. The two Rhodesias in particular cooperated
to ensure full control over mails in transit overland, especially
those to and from Portuguese colonies. It may be said, in fact,
the South Africa Censorship tendered valuable service in
coordinating informally the work of the Censorships of the two
Rhodesias and Basutoland.
1209. A Temporarily Appointed Censorship Officer
A United Kingdom Censorship Officer was temporarily
appointed as Liaison Officer to South African in June, 1942.
His itinerary included most of the stations in the Union of
South Africa. He also visited Kenya and Uganda, Tanganyika,
Northern and Southern Rhodesia and Madagascar. He returned to
the United Kingdom in April, 1943. The Deputy Chief Censor,
South Africa, also visited both the United Kingdom and the
United States in 1943, with successful results. His presence at
the Miami Conference in that year was particularly welcomed by the
British delegation, whose plan was to secure coordinated control for
the strategic triangle: Lisbon-Buenos
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Aires-Mozambique.
1210. Afrikaans Newspapers
On 27th May, 1943, the Chief Censor at Capetown, telegraphed
asking the United Kingdom Censorship to cooperate with him by
ensuring that certain South African newspapers were not reexported from British countries. The South African ban on these
newspapers extended only to neutral and Allied countries. The
reasons for this ban was that these newspapers might contain
political articles detrimental to the Allied war effort. The
United Kingdom complied with the request by banning the
exportation of these newspapers from Great Britain or Northern
Ireland to foreign censorable countries. There were unable,
however, to extend the ban to the export from Great Britain to
Northern Ireland or Eire or from Northern Ireland to Eire.
1211. Prisoners of War
Under an arrangement made between the British and the South
African governments, Italian prisoners of war were sent to the
Union for safe custody. While they were in transit to camps at
Durban, their correspondence was censored at that station, but
on their being transferred to permanent camps it was dealt with
at Capetown.
German prisons of war arrived on the 19th March, 1942, but by
September, 1943, they had all been transferred to destinations
outside the Union. Their correspondence was dealt with at
Capetown. Regulations governing such correspondence were
issued in March 1941, but, from time to time, facilities such as
the Vatican message scheme, express letters, Christmas
greetings, telegrams, etc., were introduced. Arrangements for
the despatch and disposal of their mails were made with the
Post Office authorities, who were kept advised of alterations in
disposal facilities as they occurred.
The use of special sensitized paper for letter sheets and cards
was adopted in July 1941. In 1944, some difficulty was
experienced in procuring that type of paper in South Africa,
but it was overcome by the importation of an adequate supply.
In October, 1942, there were 70,705 prisoners of war in the
Union, and on D-Day 48,792, of which number 13,026 were on
outside employment. By April, 1945, repatriations or transfers
accounted for as further reduction to 39,122. The outside
employment of Italian prisoners of war was introduced in 1942
and a special scheme was devised for the posting and censoring
of their letters. Both employers and employees were made
acquainted with the regulations applicable to such
correspondence. At the outset, ordinary writing paper was
permitted, but this was disallowed from the 15th May 1943, when
sensitized letter sheets and cards were made available.
If you wish to take part in continuing research on South Africa
Civil Censorship you only have to let the writer known either
through e-mail at cpbmiller@aol.com or by post to 161 Upper
Woodcote Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7JR, UK.
x #8
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South West Africa/Namibia
Hans Ulrich Bantz/South Africa, Editor
Reader comments, updates and installments for future columns are invited by contacting the Editor at P.O. Box 6913, Westgate
1724, South Africa or by e-mail at ulib@mweb.co.za

German Postal Arrangements During the 1914-1915 World War I Period
H.U. Bantz, Editor
Summary: The "World War One Campaign" on South West African soil is especially
interesting for English as well as for German speaking philatelists. Two postal
systems operated simultaneously within the borders of the territory - one in an ever
expanding, the other in an every diminishing area. This column, as a follow-up to an
earlier installment on the postal arrangements for the South African troops, deals
with the postal history during the last days of the German Administration.

1. Opening Statement
My very first contribution to Forerunners was on the South
African postal arrangements during the World War One South
West Africa campaign (Bantz, 1997). It incorporated the remark:
"The German field post and civilian postal system operating
during the 1914-1915 period is outside the scope of this article
which deals only with the postal arrangements made for the
invading South African army." It is fitting now for two reasons
to have a look at the postal arrangements during the last
months of the German government of South West Africa.
A. Today's feature matches the context of my previous columns
where I aimed to show the influence of war and commerce on
the development of a postal system brought to a hitherto preindustrial and largely preliterate country. Today's column shows
how one functional postal system is reduced to nothing by war.
B. There is, to my knowledge, only one source dealing
comprehensively with this period, namely HoffinannGiesecke's
treatise from 1960 which is in German and long out of print. I,
therefore, think it is worthwhile to summarize HoffmannGiesecke's findings in English and to ask the collecting fraternity
to scrutinize the following information as presented for
corrections and additions.

2. Introduction
World War One commenced on August 2, 1914. South Africa
declared war on Germany on September 9, 1914 and landed
troops at Luderitz on September 19, 1914. The German
Schutztruppe (3,497 men) surrendered to the South African
army on July 9, 1915. Two postal systems operated within the
borders of South West Africa during the nine months and three
weeks between the landing of the South Africans and the
surrender of the Germans. This short period offers to the
collector a large field for research. Study material originating
from the South African side is not too rare. The Report on the
Army Post Office G.S.W.A. Campaign estimates that more than
eight million postal articles were handled by their field post
offices. The opposite is true for the German situation. People on
the run had little time to write and mail from the years
1914/1915 is therefore very rare.
"War cancellations" on

stamps, piece or cover are sought after and demand premium
prices.

3. Civilian Arrangements
The borderline between field post and civilian post, as will be
shown later, is blurred. Civilian mail had to be franked with
the current "yacht" stamps and can be recognized by the "war
dates". Of interest are cancellations from 1915. Several post
offices and agencies had to do with make-shift "15" year slugs
as no official "15" types for the year 1915 were supplied.

4. Military arrangements
The Director of Post, Ernst Thomas, decided on his own accord
to establish a field post service beginning on September 15,
1914 for the fighting forces in the field and their relations back
home. Ordinary letters and postcards could be mailed free of
charge. Letters exceeding fifty grams had to be franked with a
20 pfennig stamp. Parcels weighing up to five kilograms were
accepted and delivered free of charge. Money letter services
were not available. It is unfortunate that all statistics on on
mails conveyed have been lost in the aftermath of the German
surrender (Schmidt-Werner, page 68 onwards).

5. Blurred Field Post/Civilian Mail
From the above we can see that overweight field post letters,
which had to be franked, exist along with field post mail
without stamps sent by civilians to the front. Another fact is
that the majority of the field post stations operated from
existing post office buildings. Mail handed in by soldiers and
civilians received the town's postmark (see Fig. 1). Civilian and
field post personnel worked alongside and helped each other.
During the later stages of the campaign, most postal officials
were called up for military service. Previously "civilian" post
offices now fell under the administration of the military, but still
dealt with commercial mail handed in by the public.

6. Field Post Arrangements
The first field post officials commenced working at Swakopmund on September 23, 1914. With the advance of the South
African forces, hitherto defunct postal agencies were re-opened or
mobile offices were established in the field. The central
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Figure

1.

Keetmanshoop

field

postcard (Vogenbeck No. FPK 5)
addressed locally with "eagle" cachet (Vogenbeck No. 9/9).

post office for the distribution of soldier's mail was initially
located in the Windhoek main post office. A second main
distribution center was established at Keetmanshoop on September
20, 1914 and was called "Postinspektion Sud". Mail to soldiers in
the field, fighting near the borders with South Africa and
along the Luderitz-Keetmanshoop rail line, had to be endorsed
"Suden" "Postinspektion Suds" ceased operation on April 7, 1915.
The South African forces had assembled by the end of February
1915 at Luderitz, at Walvisbay/Swakopmund and at the eastern
and southern boundaries of South West Africa.

station was at Km 42 of the Swakopmund-Otavi railway line.
Used the segment cancel of Swakopmund with Rossing
inserted in manuscript (see Fig. 2). Period of use: January 17
till February 23, 1915. With provisional year slugs "15" clearly
identifiable as field post canceller. Rare. Rossing field post
services were then taken over by Usakos where the postal agency
had been converted into a field post station.

Figure 2. Swakopmund
segment canceller used at

The main offensive started in March 1915 in the form of a
three-pronged attack from the East and South, across the rough
terrain of the Kalahari and from the coastal town of Luderitz
and Swakopmund along the railway lines (which had been
partially torn up by the Germans), into the interior. The Union
forces outnumbered the Germans with regard to men (a total of 60,
000 Troops), military hardware and mobility. The closing dates
of the various German field post offices reflect the advance of
the Union troops.
Hoff nann-Giesecke (pages 13 to 16) compiled the following
list in alphabetical order. I have rearranged this list according to
the dates when the towns were occupied by the South African
forces. Most of the German field post offices were stationary,
operating from the existing local post office buildings and using
the town's official date stamps (see Fig. 1). Mobile or roving
field post offices are specifically mentioned as such:

LUDERITZBUCHT: Not a German field post station, occupied
19.9.1914.
SWAKOPMUND: Field post station for telegraph services only.
For mail service see under Rossing. Swakopmund was
occupied on 24.12.1914.
23.2.1915 - ROSSING: Field post station for the II. Res. Komp.,
protecting the coastal area around Swakopmund. The

Rossing.

24.3.1915 - KUBAS: Mobile field post station, moved together
with the retreating troops along the Swakopmund - Windhoek
railway line, operating from a variety of railway stations. Used the
Kubas canceller, recognizable by dates till 24.3.1915.
31.3.1915 - WARMBAD: Field post station of the Border
Protection Unit "Grenzschutz Sud". Used Warmbad datestamp,
recognizable by dates till 30.3.1915.
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31.3.1915 - AUS: Served the troops (Kustenschutz) defending
the Luderitzbucht coastal area. Aus datestamp, recognizable by
dates between September 1914 and March 31, 1915.
31.3.1915 - ABBABIS: Mobile field post station. Abbabis had
been a postal agency since 1904 and closed in February 1910.
It was reopened in 1915 as a field post station, using the old
datestamp (Fig. 4). The period of use was very short. The 1915
dates classify this canceller as as perfect field post canceller.
Extremely rare.

5.4.1915 - KALKFONTEIN (SUD): Local datestamp,
recognizable by the dates till April 5, 1915. Known from field
post dated 1.11.1914, marked "Grenzschutz Sud".
19.4.1915 - KEETMANSHOOP: Field post station for the "
Grenzschutz Sud". Keetmanshoop datestamp, recognizable by
dates till 19.4.1915. The field post distribution center "
Postspektion Sud" ceased operating on April 7, 1915.
26.4.1915 - GIBEON: Served the Schutztruppe based at
Gibeon. Gibeon datestamp, recognizable by dates up to 26.4.
1915.
26.4.915 - GIBEON-BAHNHOF:. Used wanderstempel with
figure "2" and manuscript insertion "Gibbons Bhf' (see Fig. 5).

Very scarce.

WINDHOEK: Not a field post station, occupied on May 12,
1915.

20.6.1915 - OMARURU: Local datestamp, recognizable by dates
till June 20, 1915.
30.6.1915 - OTAVIFONTEIN: Temporary headquarters of the
Schutztruppe. Mobile field post station. Used wanderstempel
with figure "1" (see Fig. 6) Period of use: April 15 till June
30, 1915. Rare. Occasionally with supplementary one-line rubber
stamp "Otavifontein". Moved to Khorab on 30.6.1915.

6.7.1915 - OKAUKWEJO: For troops protecting the northern
border with Portuguese Angola. Used Okaukwejo datestamp,
recognizable by the dates till July 6, 1915. The rare
November/December 1914 dates indicate the use as a field post
datestamp during the across-the-border skirmish by the Germans
against the military Fort Naulila in Angola (von Oelhafen, p. 76
to 92).
6.7.1915 - KHORAB: Temporary headquarters of the
Schutztruppe. Mobile field post station. Used wanderstempel
with figure "1". Period of use: July 1 till July 6, 1915. Very
scarce. Postal communication with Tsumeb was probably the
only possibility.
9.7.1915 - TSUMEB: Last headquarters of the Schutztruppe.
Mobile field post station. Used wanderstempel with figure "I".
Period of use July 7 till July 9, 1915. Could only be used
locally as the postal communications to the rest of the now
occupied territory had ceased. The last recorded date for the
Tsumeb post office datestamp was 30.6.1915.

7. Fate of German South West Africa's stamps
and cancellers

27.4.1915 - MARIENTAL: Local datestamp, recognizable by
dates till 27.4.1915.
30.4.1915 - TSUMIS: Used wanderstempel with figure "2",
brought from Gibeon-Bahnhof, occasionally with manuscript "
Tsumis". Only a short period in use, namely from April 27 till
April 30, 1915. Extremely rare.
30.4.1915 - USAKOS: Local datestamp, recognizable by dates till
April 30, 1915. Seen on field post dated 17.3.1915.
Occupied during April 1915 - Rehoboth: Local datestamp,
recognizable by dates till April 1915. Last date seen 10.4.1915.
6.5.1915 - KARIBIB: Local datestamp, recognizable by dates till
6.5.1915. A main distribution and collection point for field post
from outlying stations.

Revenue from the sale of postage stamps went down dramatically
due to the loss of overseas business, the diminishing domestic
requirements and the "postage free" privilege for the soldiers. The
stock of postage stamps was transferred from Windhoek to
Grootfontein at the end of April 1915. Stamps to the value of
300,000 marks were burned at Grootfontein during the middle
of May, 1915. This was done to prevent them from falling into
the hands of the South Africans who could have them
overprinted and thus receive a considerable income from the sale
to collectors, as was the case with German New Guinea, Mafia,
Cameroon, Marshall Islands and Togo. Only a few stamps were
seized at smaller postal agencies which were, in some cases,
privately overprinted.
Nevertheless, the South Africans confiscated a variety of postal
datestamps and put them into service again after adapting and
changing the German wording on the canceller. This interesting
field will be the subject of my next installment.
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Book Review
The Postal Stationery of Natal by John Dickson and Keith
Hanman. Published in 2001 by the Natal and Zululand Study
Circle. IBSN 0-9540380-0-2. Spiral bound, fully illustrated, 5
color plates, 222 pages, A4 size, price £24 plus £5.25 postage.
Available from John Dickson, Lismore House, Shepton
Beauchamp, Ilminster TA19 OLJ or from the Study Circle
representatives in the USA and South Africa.
A large volume on the postal stationery of a territory,
which ceased its separate existence nearly a century ago,
might at first glance seem to be an over-indulgence.
However, this splendidly produced book contains far more,
and wider- reaching, information than its title might
suggest.
The text is sub-divided into three distinct sections: 96 pages
on the actual postal stationery items produced together with
background information as to how and why they came to be
issued; 58 pages on the postal rates and related use of
Natal postal stationery; and 66 pages of extracts from
government notices and other official documentation relevant
to the issue and use of each item of stationery. Thus, the rates
and usage will be of wide importance to collectors of other
territories, especially within southern Africa, with which Natal
had connections.
The research underpinning this publication is meticulous and
the extensive documentation examined comes from both
British and African sources. The illustrations cover everything
of significance and include a detailed study of the de la Rue
SPECIMEN overprints which will facilitate further work on
their use, generally on colonial postal stationery.
The authors have produced a work which will not only be
the standard reference for its specific area of study but will
also be seen as the benchmark for corresponding work by
other authors. Reviewed by Alan Hanks.

PSGSA Annual Meeting Rocky Mountain Stamp
Show 17-19 May 2002, Denver Colorado
The local representative for the society has made reservations at
a local steak house only 10 minutes' drive from the show hotel.
Emil-Lene's is a renowned casual and friendly steak house with
no menu, 4 or 5 types of steaks and sizes, a lamb, chicken,
pork and fish entree is all. The fare for their meals are very
reasonable, ranging from $15 to $25 depending upon what
you want (a 12oz filet obviously will be more expensive than
chicken). We won't be tied to any specific menu, just whatever
you want. The reservations are for 8p.m. on Friday 17 May.
If you are attending the RMSS this year, please contact Tim
Bartshe of your desire to attend this dinner for a good time and
get together. he can be reached at timbartshe@aol.com, or my
mailing address per the journal. Hope you can make it to the
show and join us for a great meal... Tim Bartshe

