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Society Affairs
The Forerunners are the official journal of the Philatelic Society

for Greater Southern Africa. The journal is published three times

per year for the periods July/October, November/February, and

March/June. Subscription to the Forerunners is included in the

membership fees to the Philatelic Society for Greater Southern

Africa (PSGSA). The membership fees are $25 to North America

and $30 air to Europe and Africa. A sample copy of the

Forerunners is available from the Editor for $9.  Advertising rates

can be found in the Market Place section. Payment options are

(1) check drawn on a US bank and made payable to PSGSA, (2)

£ Sterling bank draft at current exchange rate with ‘payee’ left

blank, (3) US $ or £ Sterling bank notes at the current exchange
rates and mailed at the sender’s own risk, or (4) Paypal to the

Society Treasurer at bobhisey@comcast.net. All membership fees
and other payments should be mailed directly to the Treasurer.
All communications about membership, subscriptions,
publications, activities, and services of the Society should be
sent to the Secretary.

Back Issues Available

Back issues of the Forerunners are in stock and available for purchase. These

are listed by whole number: #1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 22,

23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28/29,* 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34-46. The price per copy is #1-

3, $2; #4, $4, #6-11, $3; #12-13, $4; #14-15, $5; #16-17, $6; #22-27, $7; #28/

29, $10; #30-33, $7; #34-49, $9. Prices include shipping by lowest rate. Many

back issues only exist in few remaining copies. Send orders to the Editor together

with payment. * Combined as a British Africa Anthology with articles from 15

speciality groups celebrating PSGSA’s 10th Anniversary during PACIFIC 97.

Instructions for Maunscript Submissions

Manuscripts should be sent to the appropriate member of the Editorial Board

or directly to one of the Editors. Electronic versions of submissions are preferred

either embedded in an email message, email attachments or on a floppy disk or

CD. MS Word files are preferred. Avoid complex tables, unless in text format.

Illustrations should be scanned at at least 150 dpi and submitted in tif,  gif, or

jpg formats. Illustrations should  not be embedded in manuscript files. Contact

the Editors if you have any questions and your submission requires special

attention. Needless to say, good old fashioned typed or written manuscripts

and photocopies can still be submitted and are most welcome.
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http://www.norbyhus.dk/calendar.html/

Orange Free State Study Circle

http://www.ofssc.org/index.html/

Rich’s Southern Africa Colonies (Transvaal Study Circle)

http://dialspace.dial.pipex.com/town/terrace/ymw18/

Natal and Zululand Study Circle

http://www.nzsc.demon.co.uk/#subscriptions/

Anglo-Boer War Philatelic Society

http://www.boerwarsociety.org/

Nampost Philatelic Services

http://www.nampost.com.na/

South African Philatelic Dealers Association

http://www.sapda.co.za/

Some Useful Web Links
American Philatelic Society

http://www.stamps.org/TheAps/index.htm/

Philatelic Foundation of Southern Africa

http://www.philatelysa.co.za/Home.htm/

Bechuanalands and Botswana Society

http://www.netcomuk.co.uk/~midsoft/bbsoc.html/

BotswanaPost

http://www.botspost.co.bw/index.htm/

South Africa Post Office

http://www.sapo.co.za/comm/postofficeframe.html/

Show Reports

At Sarasota National Stamp Exhibit Feb. 6-8, 2004, Bob Hisey

received Gold for “The ‘Officials’ of South Africa” and Silver

for “Orange Free State Telegrams of the Boer War” (one frame).

At FIP international in Spain in May, Hisey and Barthse’s book

“Philately of the Orange free State, the Postage Stamps” took

home a Large Vermeil. At the same FIP show, Hisey’s exhibit on

SA Officials won a Vermeil and Barthse’s OFS Postal Card exhibit

won a Large Vermeil. Barthse also received a special price for

research. Congratulations to both Hisey and Barthse with these

remarkably achievements. Please report other achievements to the

editor.

This is the last issue of the current volume. With the help of

many Society members, we have again managed to bring together

over hundred pages filled with interesting research, information,

and discussion of southern African philately and postal history.

This issue contains the result of an important study of the 1900

VRI overprinted postcards of OFS by Hisey and Barthse. Barthse

also continues his study of the TPO of the OFS. Frescura finishes

his study of how the Boer war affected the Cape postal services.

Finally we bring a lively narrative of the early postal history of

British Central Africa originally published in 1894. We have in

the last three issues borrowed heavily from the British Postoffice

Magazine, St. Martins-le-Grand. We have one more contribution

for the next issue dealing with the construction of the

Bechuanaland telegraph line. In the present issue, we also have

contributions from Stolk on SA postal due markings, Miller on

WW2 censor forms, Bantz on SWA stamp designs, and Thy on

Bechuanaland postmarks. If you did not find the subject that you

had hoped for, please consider writing for the journal.

Next issue will be whole number 50. This is a major

achievement for our society. Help us making our 50th anniversary

issue something special. The deadline is October 15. Let us have

your contributions as soon as possible.

Editorial Notes
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These postal cards were the last overprinted ‘V.R.I.’ by the

occupation forces,  finishing off the supplies of the cards of the

Republic.

Much has been written on these cards, but clarification has

been elusive. Previously, all investigators had assumed that there

were a number of discrete settings, but this did not lead to any

clear organization.

Recently, the authors have made a detailed study of a large

mass of these cards, some hundreds in all, and this has lead us to

another conclusion. That is, these cards were all overprinted in

one long effort, not a series of discrete efforts. The motivation

was to clean all of the republican postal supplies up before

heading off to the Transvaal.

During this effort, the type used took quite a beating, as the

entire force of the press closing had to be absorbed by 8 pieces

of type. This required replacing damaged bits and pieces as they

went along. In addition, there were three values that had to be

changed each time the cards were of a different value.

A vital key to this study is the existence of a number of reply

cards that have different prints on the sending and the reply side.

This occurred when the type had to be refreshed after the printing

of the front side had started and before the printing of the reply

side had been completed. Previously, these ‘transition’ cards had

been considered errors rather than important evidence.

We have been able to break down the cards into five

sequences, A to E, but cannot determine in which order these

occurred. Further evidence is needed to tie these together into

one long sequence. Particularly desirable would be any new

‘transition’ cards.

In analyzing these, the most obvious observation is that the

‘V.R.I.’ comes in two widths.  One is here called ‘narrow’ and is

the normal setting of the type. The other is called ‘wide’ and is

the so-called ‘letter-spaced’ version, where a 0.5 point (0.16 mm)

spacer is inserted between the letters. For this study, the width

was measured from the center of the ‘V’ to the center of the ‘I’ as

this is more precise than the extremes, which are affected by

type wear. Our narrow type is thus about 7.5 mm and the wide

about 8.5 mm, while the overall width was some 10 mm and

11.5 mm. The variation is due to type looseness, etc., as there are

actually only these two typesetting styles.

The space from the top of the ‘d’ to the bottom of the ‘R’ is

highly variable.  Every time the figure of value was replaced, it

could result in a change in this spacing. Also, dirty or worn type

will tend to affect this reading, as will forme looseness. So this

measurement is of use, but only with care.

Certain type varieties persist from one value to another, which

then tie these cards together in the sequence.

In the following pages are illustrated the five series and the

26 items that constitute them. The table below will summarize

this information.

It is apparent that the printing was not done in the most logical

manner from the viewpoint of the printer, but that was also true

of the manner of overprinting the postage and telegraph stamps.

The military mind ruled.

Also complicating things is that the procedure probably

followed that used in Cape Town for overprinting Cape postal

cards for use in the conquered Free State. Each morning, some

one would release from the vault at the Treasury or G.P.O. a

determined number of boxes of cards.  These would be transported

to the printer, who would validate the receipt of the exact number

of cards. In the evening, all the cards, overprinted or not, would

be sent back to the Treasury or G.P.O. who would validate the

number of cards received.

Further development of this awaits new information,

especially new ‘transition’ reply sets.

O.F.S. Postal Stationery:

The Sans-Serif  V.R.I. Cards of 1900
by Bob Hisey and Tim Bartshe

stnirprevOdraClatsoPfireS-snaS.I.R.V

1/2 Sd Sd1 11/2 Sd 1/2 Rd Rd1

A W tsalfoRpotsno’paC‘.’I‘potsegral,epytdooG 1/2 .Sd 5.9 2.01 6.9,4.01 2.01

2A W .dneta’V‘nikcarC.potsegralon,AsA 2.9 1.9

3A N .epytnrowemastub,worraNotnoitisnarT 5.11

B N .IdnaRspotsegral,IRVehtteseR 5.11

C N no2nekorB.nrowotdoogmorfepyT 1/2 .Rd 5.31 AN 4.9

D W .detnirpsdractsrifebyam,epytprahsyreV 5.9 5.9

E W .gniraew&nrowspots,epytdooG 5.01 3.01

1E W .spotsweN 2.01

3E W .nrowsrettel,’1‘nihtweN 2.01

itteSworraN=N,IRVfognitteSediW=’W‘ .tesdracylpeR=R,dracelgniS=S.gn
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Effects of Boer Hostilities on Cape Mail Services
by Franco Frescura

The outbreak of war and the invasion of the Cape by

Republican forces caused an almost immediate breakdown of

mail services in virtually all districts bordering with the Orange

Free State and the ZAR, and the extent of which the distribution

of mails was interfered. The first line of communication to be

disrupted was between De Aar and Kimberley when, on the night

of 14 October 1899, Boers forces damaged the railway line

beyond Belmont.

Further interruptions followed in rapid succession until, at

one time, the conveyance of mails was entirely suspended over

at least 105 mail routes. Following the seizure of Stormberg

Junction by Boer forces on 24 November 1899, the stoppage of

the Rosmead-Stormberg railway seriously handicapped the work

of mail distribution. This section of railway is the main postal

connection between the Western and Midland lines, and the

Eastern and Transkei postal districts, and the quantity of mails

passing over the route was so great that, even time before the

war, it had been found necessary to run Travelling Post Office

vans from Cape Town directly through to Queenstown, in order

to avoid the loss of time that would have been involved in the

transfer of mails destined for the Eastern Cape. The cart services

from Cradock to Queenstown, Cookhouse to King William’s

Town via Fort Beaufort, and from Grahamstown to King

William’s Town, proved to be inadequate for the transport of

diverted mails, and as only a small proportion could be taken

over these routes across country, the greater bulk had to be

conveyed by steamers to Port Elizabeth and East London.

Attempts were made to augment the post cart services, but these

met with little success as no contractor could be found willing to

incur the additional expenses and difficulties involved in providing

these extra services for an uncertain and unspecified period. As a

result, in East London alone, the average number of bags shipped

rose from 30 to 3,000 per month.

COMMUNICATIONS WITH KIMBERLEY,

KURUMAN, AND MAFEKING

The impact caused by the destruction of the railway

and telegraph lines beyond Belmont was offset, to a

degree, by the north-western postal and telegraph routes,

and by bridging over certain intervening sections by

means of express riders. As a result communication with

Kimberley and Mafeking was kept up for some time

thereafter.

The mails for the Herbert and Hay districts were

ordinarily distributed from Belmont, where the telegraph

line for Campbell also started. At Campbell the telegraph

branched off into three directions, east to Schmidt’s Drift;

west to Postmasburg, and north to Daniel’s Kuil,

Kimberley and Kuruman, with intermediate stations at

Barkly West and Koopmansfontein. Thus, when the

southern link was cut off at Belmont, despatches had to

be sent by horse rider from Daniel’s Kuil to

Koopmansfontein, from Scmidt’s Drift to Barkly West,

and from Postmasburg to Daniel’s Kuil, as circumstances

required. These messages were then worked back to

Kimberley and then on to Kuruman. The Boer advance

forced Belmont to be abandoned on 19 October 1899,

and the first line to be lost was the telegraph to Douglas,

the first station on the Campbell line.

Hope Town then became the base of express

operations but, as there was no direct telegraph

connection from Hope Town to Douglas, a special postal service

between these places had to be instituted. From Douglas, telegrams

and despatches were then forwarded to Campbell, and thence to

their destination by the safest route available.

ARMY POSTAL ARRANGMENTS

Despite the fact that soldiers serving on the front were served

by an Army Post Office Corps attached to the South African Field

Force, the war in South Africa created a large amount of additional

work for the Colonial Post Office, not only in Cape Town, but in

many other places throughout the country where troops were

stationed. By 1899 it had become standard procedure for the

British Army to attach a Post Office Corps to an expeditionary

force whenever it undertook any large military operation. Its

St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, Vol. X, 1900, p. 318.
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organisation was framed along military lines and the majority

of its men were drawn from the 24th Middlesex Rifle Volunteers,

also known as the Post Office Regiment. A few were local civil

employees seconded temporarily to the Army Post Office for

non-military work.

This arrangement had been found to work well in such places

as Egypt, where no prior mail service had been in existence, but

in the Cape Colony, where an established and well-developed

postal infrastructure was already in place, a more efficient service

might have been achieved by greater use of the civilian service,

leaving the Military Corps to deal with work on the front lines.

However, such flexibility was probably beyond the thinking at

the time of either the Civil Service or the Military, and a large

degree of duplication became unavoidable until the Army had

acquired the necessary experience in local conditions.

Unfortunately little prior consultation appears to have taken

place between the Military and the Cape GPO, and when an

Army Base Post Office was initially established in Cape Town,

its work could only have taken place with the unilateral support

and goodwill of the General Post Office management. This was

probably facilitated by the fact that the Postmaster-General,

Somerset French, had himself served in the British Army, and

had gained extensive field experience during the Cyprus

campaign. As a result the civil service assisted the Army,

whenever practicable, by placing many of its postal

establishments and equipment at its disposal, and by lending

experienced officers to assist in matters of organisation. Despite

this goodwill, it seems unavoidable that a degree of tension must

have arisen between the two parties, leading Somerset French

to complain to Parliament that “This Department was not

consulted beforehand as to the best method of dealing with the

Military work”. It was true that his Department had received a

number of complaints regarding the loss of letters addressed to

the forces in the field, and that a number of serious delays in

transmission had been experienced. However, as he pointed out,

“the force of Army Post Office officials originally sent out was

designed to serve an Army Corps of, approximately, 35,000 men,

and supplemented as the force (had) been by additional

employees, (the organisation of the Cape Post Office had) been

strained to the utmost to provide for the army of 200,000 men

… serving in South Africa”. Initially, in November 1899, the

first full month after the arrival of the British expeditionary force,

the number of mail bags received from the United Kingdom was

only 256; but by March 1900 this had increased to 2,260. These

were transported over the Cape’s railway system by travelling

post office vans, with secondary distribution taking place over

other postal routes by means of ordinary post carts.

Broadly, the distribution of Army correspondence was

organized along three classes of office, incorporating a Base

Office, Advance Depots, and Field Post Offices. By 1900 the Base

Office located at Cape Town employed some fifty men and was

housed in the General Post Office building. An Advance Depot

was established at Bloemfontein, and over forty Field Post Offices

had been established in the field, including those serving the forces

in Natal. The Base Post Office was essentially “an Office of

Exchange”, whose work included the receipt of all Army mails

from the United Kingdom, and their distribution, via the Advance

Depot, to the various Field Post Offices. The Field Post Offices,

in their turn, received mails from the men in the field and

forwarded them to Cape Town, where they were sorted and

redirected to addresses, both local and in the United Kingdom.

Owing to the general advance of British troops into the Southern

African interior, by mid-1900 only two Army Post Offices

remained in the Cape Colony, at De Aar and Kimberley, in addition

to the Base Office in Cape Town. The remaining military work

which took place at the other points where troops had been

stationed, was taken over by Cape postal officials. By the end of

that year, military correspondence had increased to such a degree

that the size of both the Army establishment as well as its civilian

support staff had had to be increased substantially. In addition,

the nature of the war had begun to change, and the incursion of

Boer Commandoes south of the Orange River had forced the

British Military to adapt to new strategies of warfare. These had

concomitant effects upon the distribution of military mails to men

in the field.

By the end of 1900 the capital towns of both Boer republics,

as well as most other centers of Republican support, had fallen to

the British. At this stage the Republican forces turned to new

methods of resistance, which included the invasion of the Cape

by small groups of mounted commandos, highly mobile and

St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, Vol. X, 1900, p.

St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, Vol. X, 1900, p. 265.
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capable of living off the land while disrupting the basic Colonial

infrastructure. This led the British Military to implement a policy

of regional containment, which involved the subdivision of the

country using a series of lines of fortified block-houses and

barbed wire. The British forces also began to transform, with

greater emphasis being placed upon mounted troops and the use

of the railways as a means of moving forces rapidly about the

countryside. This necessitated the reorganization of mail services

along more flexible lines which allowed mailbags to follow troop

movements about the country. This involved a concomitant

increase in postal staff, which was met almost entirely by the

Cape Post Office.

After the peace treaty was signed in Pretoria on 30 May 1902,

the volume of mails addressed to the Imperial Forces in South

Africa decreased dramatically as more and more troops began to

be repatriated, and by October the distribution of all military

mails was transferred to the Cape Post Office. After the dispatch

of its last mail to England on 12 November 1902 the Army Post

Office ceased to exist as a Circulation Office. Even then, the

volume of military work remained such that the Officer

Commanding the Army Post Office Corps, Major Price,

transferred a number of men from the APOC to the civilian

service. All military departments located in the Castle at Cape

Town, as well as a number of less important sections situated in

its immediate neighbourhood continued to be served by a Military

Postman, while the larger military departments each had their

own special bags, with five dispatches being made up daily.

By 31 December 1902 the Army Post Office Corps was still

occupying a number of rooms in the General Post Office, a

considerable force having been retained to clear up residual

business, mostly of an accounting and administrative nature. Its

duties were finalized in February 1903.

POSTAL SERVICES IN BASUTOLAND

Following the outbreak of war in October 1889 the need to

retain postal communications with Basutoland became almost

immediately a matter of concern for the Cape GPO. Once it

became clear that Aliwal North was threatened, all Basutoland

mails were diverted to Dordrecht and thereafter sent to

Palmietfontein via Barkly East and Lady Grey. However this

route was closed when Lady Grey was also captured, and light

mails and telegrams were then sent from Barkly East to

Moshesh’s Ford and onward to Palmietfontein, where contact

was made with the Basutoland postal system. The distance

involved was about eighty kilometers, and was covered twice

daily in each direction by baSotho runners who were stationed

about fifteen kilometers apart. This service fell under the

supervision of Captain Hook, the Civil Commissioner of

Herschel, and the twenty-seven men employed under his direction

managed to deliver despatches at both ends of the line with what

was described as “clock-like regularity morning and evening.”

However, in anticipation of further Republican successes,

the Resident Commissioner of Basutoland also made preparations

for alternative routes further east. These came into play on 22

November when the postal route via Moshesh’s Ford was cut

off, and the service was transferred to a route from Mount

Fletcher, in Griqualand East, which conveyed mails by donkeys

three times a week. A service of express riders, which carried

telegraphic despatches twice a day each way between Matatiele

and Quthing via Ongeluks Nek was also set in place.

By the early part of 1900 the ordinary mail route to Basutoland

via Herschel had once again become available, and both the

special donkey post from Mount Fletcher to Quthing, and the

service of express riders for carrying despatches between

Matatiele and Quthing, were discontinued on 20 March 1900.

An earlier post, which had been established between

Palmietfontein and Herschel, was abolished on 6 May.

CENSORSHIP OF MAILS

During the nineteenth century Cape legislation specifically

prohibited the opening of any mail passing through the post other

except where required by the Retuned Letter Branch of the GPO

in Cape Town, when unclaimed correspondence was sent in for

return to the sender. Consequently, as far as the Cape Post Office

was concerned, no censorship of mails could take place under

the existing legal framework. However the imposition of Martial

Law in certain districts allowed the Military Authorities to

exercise a form of partial censorship. In such cases the Cape

Post Office required that all letters opened by the Military for

examination should be sealed by means of a label indicating the

circumstances under which the right of censorship had been

exercised. In the case of letters addressed to British prisoners-

of-war, international regulations required that these should be

posted open for inspection. After examination by the British

Military Censor in the Cape, they were forwarded to their

destination via Lourenco Marques where, still open, they were

passed over to the Censorship Office of the ZAR. Similarly, all

letters for Boer prisoners were delivered by the Cape Post Office

to the Military Censor, where they were examined prior to being

forwarded on to the addressees.

Initially Martial Law was only proclaimed in those districts

most directly involved in the war, most specifically in those areas

From St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, Vol. X, 1900, p. 6.
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of the Cape adjoining the OVS and ZAR which had been invaded

by Republican troops. During 1900 the areas of the Cape under

Martial Law were extended, most specifically in those areas of

the north-western Cape where Dutch residents arose in revolt

against the British and in sympathy with the Boer cause, and

although letters originating from such regions was censored, all

other mails remained strictly inviolate. However, in December

1900, the invasion of the Cape by mounted Boer commandos

along a broad front brought the war deep into the Colony into

areas previously untouched by the conflict. As a result, by the

latter part of 1901, Martial Law had been proclaimed throughout

the entire Cape Colony, and censorship began to be carried out

by Military Censors appointed by, and under the control of, the

officers commanding the various towns and villages. Following

the proclamation of Martial Law at the coastal ports, a Censoring

Department, under the control of Major J M Walter, of the 2nd

Devon Regiment, was formed at the GPO, in Cape Town, and an

Assistant Censor was stationed at all the major towns of each

division. Under the new regulations issued on 15 November 1901,

instructions were given that all correspondence was to be

scrutinized, before delivery, by the Censor of the division in which

the addressee resided. This system caused a large amount of

additional work to be placed upon the main post offices of each

division, and the enforcement of these regulations necessitated a

complete re-organisation of the postal service. As a result, in many

cases the exchange of direct mails between certain centres had to

be entirely suspended, with mail matter being re-routed or

subjected to lengthy delays. Censorship regulations were lifted

on 30 June 1902, and the exchange of direct mails between all

points in the Colony was resumed almost immediately. In some

instances, however, this necessitated the almost complete

reorganization of some mail and telegraph routes, and the service

in the border regions did not reach normality until some time

later.

EFFECT OF HOSTILITES UPON MAIL SERVICES

At the height of hostilities over 100 postal routes were

suspended, with railway routes being most particularly affected.

These included:

* All links to Modder River, which was then the limit on the

Northern system.

* All links to Kimberley and Mafeking, which were invested

by Republican troops, and who consequently controlled virtually

all of the intervening country in the northern Cape.

* On the Midland system, no train service was possible beyond

Naauwpoort in the direction of the Orange River, Colesberg itself

being within the Republican lines.

* The entire Eastern system north of Molteno, which was in

possession of the Boers, who, by occupying Stormberg, had cut

the main postal artery between the Western and Midland and the

Eastern and Transkei Districts. This latter interruption necessitated

the diversion of the Eastern, Transkei and Natal Mails to Port

Elizabeth, for further transmission by sea. Unfortunately the post

cart services linking Cookhouse to King William’s Town via Fort

Beaufort, Cradock to Queen’s Town, and Graham’s Town to King

William’s Town, proved to be unequal to the task of transporting

the enormous amount of mail matter ordinarily conveyed by

rail over the Rosmead-Stormberg Junction line, and serious

delays were experienced over these routes.

* The divisions of Albert, Aliwal North, Barkly East, Barkly

West, Colesberg, Hay, Herbert, Kimberley, Steynsburg, Vryburg,

and Wodehouse were particularly affected by the war, while

services in the divisions of Prieska, Kenhardt and Gordonia were

badly disrupted by the outbreak of the Prieska rebellion in

February 1900.

Postal services remained in a state of flux until early in March

1900 when, as a result of the British advance into the Orange

Free State, district after district was cleared of Boer forces.

Where places were accessible by railway, postal communication

was restored relatively quickly. Kimberley was relieved on 15

February 1900, and six days later the first mails were dispatched

from there. On 13 March the mail service over the Stormberg

line was restored, and on 19 March the first train carrying mails

reached Aliwal North. Mafeking was relieved on 17 May, and

by 30 May postal communications with the town were re-

established. This allowed a large accumulation of mails destined

for Rhodesia, which had been blocked by the siege, to be

forwarded on.

The restoration of mail routes served by post carts was not,

however, easy to accomplish, and although local postmasters

were able to resume their posts following hard on the heels of

the military advance, an absence of post contractors made the

dispatch of mails impossible. In some divisions every contractor

had been arrested by the British Military and charged with high

treason for collaborating with the Boers, while others were either

confined to their farms as suspects, or had absconded in the

face of the Republican invasion. In a few instances, they had

been taken prisoner by the Boers. In most instances, however,

their carts, horses, donkeys and forage had simply been

appropriated by the invaders, and contractors were unable to

resume their work. Because special arrangements had to be

made, it was some time before the regular running of mails over

some routes could be resumed. Even then, a strict adherence to

time allowances could not be guaranteed as many roads had

been badly damaged by heavy military transports and, after

December 1900, many routes were disrupted by Boer

commandos. Those most particularly affected included the routes

between Vryburg and Kuruman, Norval’s Pont and Venterstad,

Hout Kraal to Phillip’s Town, Kankuil to Petrusville and

Stydenburg and Britstown to Vosburg. As the invaders seldom

occupied a district for long, services were seldom affected for

more than two or three days at a time. Despite all precautions

however, the Victoria West to Carnarvon mail was captured by

Boer commandos at Blaauwkrantz on 30 December 1900.

RESTORATION OF POSTAL COMMUNICATIONS NORTH

OF THE ORANGE RIVER

After the occupation of Bloemfontein by British troops on

13 March 1900, the first civil mails from the town reached Cape

Town on 20 March, and the general exchange of mails between

the Cape and places in the Orange River Colony under British

occupation was resumed on 30 March. The cross-border posts
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from Windsorton Road to Boshof, Modder River to Jacobsdal,

and Aliwal North to Rouxville resumed during May, but all of

them were subjected to periodical interruptions after December

1900.

St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, Vol. X, 1900, p. 263.

In the Tranvaal the mails from Pretoria, cut off since 13

October 1899, were resumed on 27 June 1900, with the first return

mails being forwarded from Cape Town to Johannesburg and

Pretoria on 5 July. However, the dispatch of civil mails to the

Transvaal was again stopped four days later at the request of the

Military authorities, and the service remained suspended until 5

October when a regular exchange of mails was resumed. Until

1902 the Transvaal Administration would only accept letters, and

parcels, and books and newspapers for civilian destinations were

only permitted in 1903. Despite these restrictions, the postal traffic

to both the newly created colonies grew rapidly, leading the Cape

PMG to complain to Parliament in 1902 that “the want of a

Travelling Post Office system operating between Naauwpoort

and Johannesburg is keenly felt”.

MISS WALTON’S NARRATIVE

“Early on the morning of the 13th March, 1900, about 20

Cape Colonial rebels entered and took possession of the village

of Van Wyks Vlei, which is situated about 45 miles north west of

the town of Carnarvon. I was in bed at the time and was awakened

by the clatter of the horses’ hoofs as the company raced up to the

Post Office, where they dismounted and the leader called out

‘cut the wire.’

“I dressed as quickly as possible and went out and ordered

them to leave the premises, at the same time snatching a spade

out of the hands of the leader, with which he was attempting to

force open the door. I was told it was of no avail trying to stand

against the force, and commanded to hand over the keys of the

office and safe.

“I placed myself against the door to guard it, whereupon one

of the party pointed his rifle at me and exclaimed ‘I will shoot

you dead.’ I replied ‘Shoot, coward, and kill me, then you can

have the keys, not otherwise.’ The leader then seized me by the

wrists and pulled me away, ordering his men to burst upon the

door. This they promptly did, cutting the wire and taking the

instrument. The rebels left shortly after without further molesting

me, and I succeeded in getting the office valuables removed to

Carnarvon, to which point I journeyed two days later.”

(From St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, Vol. X, 1900, p. 266-268.)
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Organising Central Africa
by Ernest E. Harrhy

The clock of the English Cathedral at Cape Town had just

struck three in the afternoon of the 8th of May, 1893, when the

writer of these pages was informed that his presence was desired

in the Postmaster General’s sanctum. The interview was not of

long duration. Ten minutes later I emerged from the room in a

great state of excitement, vaguely conscious of the fact that I had

agreed to go to British Central Africa to organise a postal service

there. When the announcement of my approaching departure was

noised abroad my friends expressed themselves so unanimously

of opinion that I would die of fever on the Zambesi, and that a

coffin should form part of my travelling equipment, that I was

not at all sorry that the short space of three days had only been

allowed me to prepare for the long journey.

I left Cape Town on the evening of the 11th of May, snugly

ensconced in a saloon car attached to the up-country mail, and as

the train glided out of the station, a large company of friends

assembled on the platform sent up a good old British cheer, which

made me feel that going into exile once in a way was not such a

bad sort of thing after all.

Early next morning we were ascending the celebrated Hex

River Pass, and by breakfast time Matjesfontein, the home of

Olive Schreiner the well-known African authoress, was reached.

The following day we passed through Bloemfontein in the orange

Free State, and by six that evening arrived at Winburg Road, a

station about twelve hours distant by rail from Johannesburg.

From Winburg Road to Harrismith I travelled by coach, — if the

uncomfortable vehicle can conscientiously be dignified with that

title. From Saturday evening to Monday morning we sped on,

making short breaks at Senekal and Bethlehem — experiencing

the rays of an African summer sun by day and a sharp biting

wind at night. I journeyed from Harrismith to Durban by night,

and thanks to the comfortable cars and excellent sleeping

accommodation provided on the Natal Government Railways

enjoyed a good night’s rest.

I spent one day at Durban, and was very favourably impressed

with the town and its picturesque surroundings. In the dim and

distant future, I have no doubt that Durban with its Berea will be

a fashionable watering-place which will compare not

unfavourably with Cape Town and its lovely suburbs Muizenburg

and Kalk Bay. At Durban I embarked in the S.S. “Induna” of the

Aberdeen line of steamers. We called at Delagoa Bay and

Inhambane, and stayed a couple of days at each port, so I took

the opportunity of going ashore at both places.

Nine days after leaving Durban, the “Induna” steamed over

the bar at Chinde, the port of entry to British Central Africa, and

after a rest of six days at the British Vice-Consulate there I

commenced my journey up the Zambesi. The “ John Bowie “ in

which I travelled is a small tug, capable of steaming about five

knots an hour. She has no cabin accommodation, but the owners

are not unwilling to carry passengers, who are prepared to undergo

the hundred and one inconveniences to which they must

inevitably be subjected during the journey. Time was precious in

my case, and I could not wait until a more comfortable boat

arrived from up-river, so I adapted myself to the circumstances

and commenced my experiences in East Africa by “roughing it.”

The Zambesi is indeed a magnificent stretch of water, and

must certainly be more than a mile wide in places. The scenery

on its banks is, however, somewhat commonplace, and I must

confess I was disappointed with it from a photographic point of

view. Native villages are studded along its banks, and the

inhabitants— men, women and children — flock to the water

edge, to see passing steamers. Huge crocodiles, some of them

from twelve to fifteen feet in length, now commenced to make

their appearance. They lay on patches of sand which lined the

banks, and were either too happy or indolent to glide into the

water when the noise of our paddle wheels reached their ears.

Hippopotami in numbers were also to be seen putting their heads

above water for a blow.

The “Bowie” stopped at Zungunza to take on fuel, and I took

advantage of the delay to inspect the village. I was taken round

by the Chief, who introduced me with due ceremony to the palaver

house, and showed me some fine specimens of basket work.

On the eighth day out from Chinde, we left the Zambesi for

the Lower Shire river, and anchored for the night in the

Morumballa marsh. Early next morning I went ashore, and my

companion was lucky enough to see a leopard crossing our path

some eighty yards distant. The mountains round were very

beautiful, but the large expanse of marsh innocent of tall shrubs

or trees which formed the foreground was in anything but

harmony with the scene. The day after leaving Morumballa I

was prostrated with fever, my temperature rapidly rose to 104o,

and I felt very ill. Mr. Sharrer the owner of the steamer, Captain

Prince in charge of an expedition to German Nyasaland, and Mr.

Winnekin of the German Anti-Slavery Society, constituted

themselves my medical attendants, and I have every reason to be

grateful to those gentlemen for their attention at that most trying

time. My bed was placed on the fore hatch of the boat so that I

might have the benefit of the slight breeze which was to be

obtained, but, owing to the scarcity of awnings on board, the sun

shone right on to my bed. The feelings of a fever-stricken mortal,

wrapped in a pile of blankets, with his temperature at 104o and a

tropical sun shining on his face can, I think, be better imagined

than described. I occasionally made use of my thermometer to

satisfy myself that the fatal point 106o was not reached, for I had

no desire to give the skipper the trouble of converting one of J.

T. Morton & Co.’s provision cases into a coffin. When we passed

Port Herald I was unable to walk, and on arrival at Tshiromo, my

destination, I was only just able with assistance to totter to the

Administration house. H. H. Johnston Esq., C. B., Her Majesty’s

Commissioner and Consul General for British Central Africa,
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reached Tshiromo a week later and was so alarmed at my

appearance that he sent for the doctor of the Imperial gunboat

“Mosquito” which had brought him up river. This timely aid

probably saved my life, for internal complications had set in, and

during the next few days I experienced unutterable agony; thanks,

however, to the skill and attention of Dr. Harper I pulled round

and was soon able to commence my organisation work in earnest.

Offices were opened almost simultaneously at Blantyre, Fife,

Fort Anderson, Fort Johnston, Fort Lister, Fort Maguire,

Kalungwizi, Karonga, Mlanje, Port Herald, Rhodesia,

Tanganyika, Tshikwawa, Tshinde, Tshiromo, Mpimbi, Zomba,

Johnston Falls, Abercorn, Deep Bay, Likoma, Leopard Bay, Fort

Liwonde, and Fort Rosebery; and a “timed” service of mail

runners from Port Herald to Mpimbi on the Upper Shire River

(via Tshiromo, Tshikwawa, and Blantyre), with

numerous intermediate connections, was

established. Mails are circulated between

Tshiromo and Blantyre once a week in each

direction, between Blantyre and Zomba thrice

weekly in each direction, and once a week between

Blantyre, Mlanje, Mpimbi, and Fort Johnston.

Zomba, owing to the unsettled state of the

country in the Northern portion of the territory, is

in special communication with Fort Johnston and

beyond. Mails from the United Kingdom and

Foreign Countries are landed at the Tshinde mouth

of the Zambesi — the port of entry for British

Central Africa — are sorted at the office of

Exchange there, and are forwarded by Steamer up

the Zambesi and Shire to Port Herald or Tshiromo

as opportunities offer.

During the dry season the Lower Shire is

rarely navigable above Pinda or Port Herald, and

runners have accordingly to be utilized for carrying

the bags on to Tshiromo; between Tshiromo,

Tshikwawa, Blantyre, Zomba, and Mpimbi

runners are used exclusively, while from Mpimbi

to Fort Johnston the gunboat “Dove,” and

houseboats manned by natives are available. Mails

are conveyed from Fort Johnston to the various

ports on Lake Nyasa by the German Government

Steamer “Wissmann” and the African Lakes

Company Steamers “Domira” and “Allala,” and

from Karonga to the south end of Lake Tanganyika

and across to Lake Mwero and Johnston Falls by

runners. The offices, with the exception of Mlanje

where an educated native woman from old Calabar

is in charge, are manned by Englishmen, and the

methodical way in which the work is performed

by them — very often under most trying conditions

— is worthy of the highest praise.

Our mail carriers clad in long frock coats,

knickers, and fez — minus boots and stockings

— present a picturesque appearance. They are

always armed when on service, and appear to be

very proud of their Snider rifles.

An amusing — though at the same time regrettable — case

occurred some months ago near Blantyre in which a carrier lost

a mail bag containing nothing but a supply of postage stamps

for the Postmaster of Mpimbi. After giving a truly pathetic

account of the rainy weather met with, he stated that he tried to

cross a swollen stream, and found when the middle was reached,

that he must either sacrifice his bag or rifle, or face destruction

in the shape of being washed away. Upon scant deliberation the

bag was allowed to go in order that his cherished firearm might

be saved. So far as I am aware it has not yet been recovered.

During the rains the low-lying portions of Central Africa

are flooded for many miles, and at that season of the year a poor

carrier’s lot is not a happy one. In February last, two carriers

carrying mail bags between Mpimbi and Zomba were confronted

Reprinted from the Circulation Map issued by the Postmaster General of

Cape Colony. St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, Vol. IV, 1894, p. 391.
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by several lions. Deeming discretion to be the better part of

valour, they sought safety in the high branches of a friendly

tree, and waited until their leonine majesties condescended to

move on to pastures new.

The runners are selected from various tribes — among them

being Chikunder, Man’Ganja, Atonga, Angoni, Yao, and Makua.

The work of our Postal Department is increasing by leaps

and bounds, and in the near future its operations will have to be

considerably extended. We have now a direct service to Katanga,

in the Congo Free State, via Lake Mwero, and serve as

intermediary for the conveyance of German Nyasaland Mails

to the coast.

Details of this description are somewhat uninteresting to

the general reader I am afraid, I will therefore without further

delay proceed with a descriptive account of some of my

journey’s.

After spending six weeks at Tshiromo I resolved to proceed

further into the interior, and accordingly left for Tshikwawa on

the Lower Shire, in a houseboat manned by ten Chikunders.

My personal attendant, Spolater, — a Man’Ganja youth of some

seventeen summers—proved invaluable during the three and a

half days on the river, for my knowledge of the native languages,

as may be supposed, was limited. We anchored for meals, and

at night my boys slept on the bank while I occupied the boat.

On the second day after leaving Tshiromo, Mosangosas —

a pool famed for the number of hippopotami it contains — was

reached, and here I had my peace of mind disturbed for a while.

As we entered the pool a fearful bellowing commenced, and

soon I counted thirty odd hippos prancing about within thirty

yards of my frail boat. My English readers will probably have

seen hippos in the Zoo, and so have I, but they gave me a very

different idea of their strength and power in their home in the

river than they did in London. Just fancy thirty enormous brutes

with immense heads, evil eyes, and protruding teeth, blowing

streams of water about near you. My boys pulled to the bank as

fast as they could and we sneaked past the dangerous spot in

safety. Almost every hundred yards of the journey up river we

came across hippos in twos and threes with their bodies half above

water, but fortunately they never came up under our boat.

Tshikwawa was reached on the fourth evening out from

Tshiromo, and I remained there for one and a half days. I had

intended to have stayed longer, but mosquitos were so very

troublesome that I fled from the place. I journeyed from Tshikwawa

to Blantyre in a machilla, or hammock, slung on to a bamboo pole

which was carried on the shoulders of Angoni natives. This was a

mode of transport I had not previously experienced, and I was by

no means in love with it at that time. Since then, however, I have

become so accustomed to it that I can sleep in a machilla without

fear of having my slumbers disturbed by a fall to the ground. After

six ours hard travelling Blantyre in the Shire Highlands was

reached. Native paths here gave place to well made roads, horses

and oxen which could not live in the Lowlands owing to the tetse

fly were to be seen, and an air of peace and quietness seemed to

rest on the quaint little township. The Church of Scotland Mission

has a fine Church at Blantyre, and the services appear to be

appreciated by the white and black residents in the district.

My first journey from Blantyre was to Zombe, the Residency

of Mr. H. H. Johnston the British Commissioner for Central Africa.

The Residency is situated amidst a scene of magnificent loveliness

at the base of Mount Zomba. The grounds are artistically laid out

and ornamented with flower gardens, fountains, and delightful

walks through avenues of papaya and banana trees, while far across

the plain almost touching the horizon, Lake Shirwa can faintly be

discerned.

From Zomba I returned to Blantyre, and after a week’s

preparation there set out for Mpimbi on the Upper Shire river en

route to Lake Nyasa. This journey in a machilla was a very trying

one, and owing to the scarcity of water we could only press forward

at about eighteen miles a day. The small quantity of drinking water

we managed to dig out of pits which had been filled by the rains

of last season was of a deep black colour with an aroma by no

means resembling Eau de Cologne. I am sure that teetotallers

carrying brandy as a “medical comfort” could not

fail to come to grief on Olendos of this kind. I

encamped at Lirangwe and Gwazas, and reached

Mpimbi on the third day. There I dismissed my

machilla men and carriers numbering about thirty

— male and female — and awaited the arrival of the

British gunboat which was to convey me up river.

Mpimbi is a pretty little spot lying on the left

bank of the Upper Shire. Game is very plentiful in

the neighbourhood, and in this sportsman’s paradise

anything from a lion to a bush buck is to be found.

The second night after my arrival there my tent was

surrounded by hyenas, while at a distance of about

three hundred yards a lion was making night hideous

with his hoarse unearthly roar.

I left Mpimbi in H.M.S. “Dove” and had a most

enjoyable trip up river. The second day out we entered

Pomalombi — a lake through which the river runs

— and by the following afternoon reached Fort

Johnston. I spent one week there, and during the timeSt. Martin’s-Le-Grand, Vol. IV, 1894, p. 394.
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paid two visits to Lake Nyasa which is only six miles distant. My

first visit to its shores I shall long remember. That glorious inland

sea, the huge breakers and the picturesque beauty of the mountains

in the distance, form a fairy scene which my pen utterly fails to

describe. I had my camera with me and photographed some of

the beauty spots.

From Fort Johnston I returned to Mpimbi in

the “Dove” — calling at Fort Liwondes on the

way. The day after reaching Mpimbi a band of

Angoni appeared and treated me to a war dance.

It was very funny. The dusky warriors formed up

in two lines in front of my chair, and while the

chorus indulged in piercing whistling, the chief,

armed as the others were with shield and spear,

broke out of the ranks, and with huge leaps and

bounds, accompanied with artistic lunges of the

spear, chanted his melody. At the conclusion of

the exhibition the natives were presented with

calico — the money of the Country — and I have

no doubt that the rest of the day was devoted to

the quaffing of their well-loved beer pombe.

From Mpimbi I set out for Zomba, and two

miles from the starting point my machilla broke

down and could not be repaired. The result was

that I had to tramp some twenty odd miles. Only one native kept

up with me, though my followers well knew that lions and

leopards were no strangers to the road. I reached the Residency

that night, and the rest of my Olendo turned up next morning.

After remaining a few days at Zomba I proceeded to Blantyre,

and a week after my arrival there set out for the Upper Shire

rapids on a geographical survey with Vice-Consul Sharpe,

F.R.G.S. During the journey, which was a long and interesting

one, we came upon lion, leopard, and rhinoceros spoor, but were

not fortunate enough to get a shot at either. Our tents and food

were sent on a day in advance, so our dismay may be conjectured

when we reached a native village four hours distant from Blantyre

and were told by the Chief that it was impossible for us to get to

the river that night and, as there was no water between his place

and the Shire, we would do well to go no further that day.

Reluctantly we took possession of the hut offered, and prepared

for a day’s rest, to be followed by a night’s discomfort. The canvas

of my machilla was the only bedding available, so we had to

sleep in our clothes on grass mats — Mr. Sharpe having the

hammock for a covering, while I draped the sunshade round my

wearied limbs. At sundown mosquitoes came down like wolves

on the fold and rendered sleep impossible, so we arose, and

strengthened by some pumpkin soup which the natives were good

enough to supply, resumed our march at two o’clock in the

morning. At noon we struck the Shire about a mile below the

Murchison Falls, so named by Livingstone when he passed up-

river, and there we found our tents up and food prepared. We

spent three days at the river, and during that time sextant

observations were taken and five hippos shot by Mr. Sharpe. The

return journey occupied one and a half days.

On arrival at Blantyre I learned that war had broken out at

Mlanje, and that Mkanda, a powerful native chief, had attacked

the Church of Scotland mission station there. I had opened three

offices in the district, and consequently having some interest in

the disturbance resolved to go down. No Blantyre carriers would

however take me anywhere near Mlanje. Their throats would be

cut, they said, if they did. As a compromise they would take me

to Tshikwawa. So to Tshikwawa I went, and after a three days’

trip down the Lower Shire reached Tshiromo. From that point

forward I was carried in a machilla by Administration natives.

The night after leaving Tshiromo I had my bed put up under

the verandah of a native hut at Chikunje’s village, slept well,

and was on the road again at five next morning. That night I

again patronised a verandah — this time at Zoa — and my boys

slept round a fire which they kindled within a few yards from -

my bed. The following day I journeyed from five in the morning

to six in the evening, and reached Lauderdale in time for dinner.

There I was most hospitably entertained by Mr. John Moir, the

original “Mandala” of British Central Africa. The house was

barricaded with boxes and bales of calico, and was guarded by a

hundred Atonga and a sprinkling of Makua. The approaches were

also watched, and a dozen natives slept outside my bedroom

window.

Next day I went on to Fort Anderson, found things all right

there, and ascertained that the postmistress of Pangomani, who

had fled to the Fort for safety, had returned to her office that

morning. So to Pangomani I went, saw there was no need for

anxiety so far as the security of the office was concerned, and

then proceeded to the mission station.

On arrival at the manse I was put up by the Rev. Adam

Currie. Mkanda had played havoc with almost everything in the

house, and not even the resident doctor’s surgery was spared. A

schoolroom and a goat house had been burned to the ground, the

retreating missionaries were fired on and one of their number —

a Mr. Herd — had the sleeve of his coat penetrated by a bullet.

Luckily no one was injured. While at the manse, a chief named

Kumtonia came and desired to make terms for Kumitawa, an

ally of Mkanda’s whose wives had been captured and taken to

Fort Lister. He was offered a free passage for himself and

St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, Vol. IV, 1894, p. 397.
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Kumitawa and his men if they would accompany my party the

following day. This was agreed to, but at the last moment only

Kumtonia turned up, so with him and Umali (the nigger who

decorated Mr. Herd’s clothing) and an escort of Sikhs I journeyed

to Fort Lister. I remained there one day, and then left for Likelezi

with Lieut. Manning and a guard of Sikhs. Three days more

travelling brought me to Tshiromo.

It was now necessary that I should wend my way down to

Chinde for the purpose of opening an office of exchange there.

This was a journey I looked forward to with anything but feelings

of pleasure for owing to the low state of the waters of the Shire

no steamers could then ply above Pinda, a four days travelling

distance from Chinde. I left Tshiromo in the African Lakes

Company’s houseboat “Ivy,” manned by seven natives, and just

below Port Herald ran my boat on to the back of a hippopotamus

which was in the act of rising to the surface of the water. Luckily

we slid off just in time to avoid being capsized.

The day after entering the Zambesi I reached Chupanga,

and paid a visit to Mrs. Livingstone’s grave there. I succeeded

in taking some excellent photographs of the headstone and of

the surrounding neighbourhood. This trip down the river was a

real hardship. I experienced squally weather almost every

afternoon and evening, and on one occasion my tent, which

had been erected on the bank for the night, was blown down on

top of me.

On the 19th of November I reached Chinde, and left again

for up-country on the 28th of December in the Church of Scotland

Mission Steamer “Henry Henderson.” on the last day of the

year we were anchored below Chupanga wooding station, and

I was thus able to make a second pilgrimage to Mrs.

Livingstone’s grave. There was a slight rise in the Shire river

which admitted of our steaming up so far as Tshiromo, but rather

than charter a small boat to carry me from that place to

Tshikwawa, I entered my machilla and went over via Katungas

to Blantyre.

The annual rains had now set in, and I experienced great

difficulty in getting about. The roads and native paths over which

I journeyed were overgrown with long grass through which we

literally had to force our way, and this inconvenience together

with the rain and heavy dews which clung to the overgrowth

and converted my machilla into a travelling bath, rendered my

journeys henceforward a series of discomforts. My bed

invariably became saturated though encased in a so-called

waterproof covering, leather bags were unable to keep my

clothes free from damp, and taking everything into consideration

it is a wonder that my old enemy, malaria, did not step in and

bring matters to a finale.

My last journey on official business was to Zomba, for

owing to the inclemency of the weather and the short space of

time at my disposal my proposed trip to Lake Tanganyika had

regretfully to be abandoned. During my fortnight’s stay at the

Residency the rainfall registered was something like an inch

per day, and as a result the roads in the neighbourhood which

were crossed by mountain streams were rendered impassable.

On my return journey to Blantyre I had great difficulty in

crossing the Lunzo. Ultimately four of my carriers, shoulder

deep in water, held me aloft in their hands, and thus the coveted

side of the stream was gained.

My year’s service now being nearly completed I journeyed

to Tshiromo, and after a week’s sojourn there proceeded down the

Shire in the SS. “Argonaut.” The passage was an uneventful one

and I hailed our arrival at the coast with satisfaction. The odour

arising from decaying vegetation at Morumballa was sickening,

and once more they retched marsh was the means of putting me in

the hands of a medical man. Dr. Dowson, of H.M.S. “ Herald,”

with his characteristic kindness and attention, ministered to my

wants at this crisis, and soon dispelled the malaria, but it was some

time before I felt equal to any exertion.

I left Chinde in the Union SS. “Carnarvon,” which connected

with the “German” at Quillimane, and had a very pleasant voyage

down the coast. We called at Beira, Delagoa Bay, Durban, East

London, Port Elizabeth, and Mossel Bay, and finally the imposing

Table Mountain of Cape Town presented itself to view. How gladly

I welcomed its appearance, and how thoroughly I appreciated the

fleshpots of civilization after my period of hermitage in the interior!

There are many points of interest connected with our everyday

life in Central Africa upon which I should like to touch, but in

kindness to my readers, Mr. Editor, I will refrain from doing so.

Of the noble work in the suppression of slavery, so successfully

carried on by Commissioner Johnston, much might be said, for

his triumphs on Nyasa’s shores are worthy of a prominent place

in the history of Greater Britain, but I must postpone any attempt

at their description to some future time and place.

St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, Vol. IV, 1894,

p. 388.
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St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, Vol. IV, 1894, p. 401.

Card mailed from Palapye Station in

Bechuanaland Protectorate (20 Feb 1904) to

Blantyre, British Central Africa. Transit

markings Bulawayo, Rhodesia  (24 Feb.);

Beira, Portuguese East Africa; Chinde,

Portuguese East Africa (6 March); and

Chiromo, British Central Africa (20 March).

Arrival in Blantyre on 23 March.

The card went with the Rhodesian

Railway to Salisbury via Bulawayo. It

continued on the Mashonaland and Beira

Railway over Umtali to Beira in Portuguese

East Africa. Then with boat to Chinde  and

further inland to Chiromo at the border to

British Central Africa. From there it continued

to Blantyre. See map on page 79.

Africa is the country to which the eyes of the world are now

directed. The resources of Nyasaland are being developed by

leaps and bounds, and barbarism is rapidly giving place to the

cleansing influences of civilization. My year’s work in England’s

young Protectorate, with all its joys and hardships, will

everoccupy a prominent place in my memory, for I feel proud of

having been privileged to contribute in some degree to the

usefulness of the public service of the country.

Originally published in St Martis.s-Le-Grand Vol. IV, 1894, 388-400.
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As mentioned in the earlier installment, the ZAR took over

operations of the TPO service within the boundaries of the OVS

beginning 1 January 1895. Mail serviced in these vans was

accorded the cancel of ‘R.P.K. HEEN’ or ‘TERUG’ depending

upon the direction of travel.  ‘HEEN’ indicates “away” from

Johannesburg while ‘TERUG’ means “towards” or “return”.

‘R.P.K.’ is an abbreviation for reizende post kantoor, i.e. traveling

post office. The marcophily of this period is a separate story to

be dealt with at a later date (TPO late fees were briefly discussed

in Forerunners #37), but a few examples on OVS items is in

order to show that the service

was used at different

distribution points along the

railway.

Prior to the abandonment

of the Northern TPO van

service, mail originating from

the ZAR was handled within

the RPK ZAR van from the

Vaal River to Bloemfontein

and marked with the double

circle canceller indicating

direction. Figure 1 shows an

example of this cancel dated 29 October 94, still within the period

that the Northern TPO was in operation.

After 1 January 1895, all items serviced by the TPO van

were now under control of the ZAR RPK. One example of such

OVS-originating mail is shown in Figure 2.  This registered cover

was mailed in Smithfield 27 August 96 and met the rail system

either at Edenburg or Jagersfontein Road.  Figure 3 shows a

blowup of the TPO cancel ‘R.P.K. HEEN/Z.A.R.’ applied 28

August. From there it was placed on the Midland line and taken

to Port Elizabeth where it arrived 29 August.

An example of OVS mail

returning to Johannesburg via the

TPO van is seen in Figure 4. Mailed

at Ficksburg 26 February 1898 in the

eastern edge of the Republic wound

its way to Bethlehem on the next day

then by road to Kroonstad where it

picked up the train on 1 March. The

card ultimately arrived at Standerton

on 2 March. The TPO cancel reads

‘R.P.K. TERUG/Z.A.R.

The Boer Republics

Traveling Post Office Mail and Services of the

Orange Free State: Part 2
by Tim Bartshe

Figure 1. ‘R.P.K. HEEN/ZAR’

cancel used by the Northern TPO in

Oct. 94.

Figure 2. ZAR RPK cover.

Figure 3. R.P.K. HEEN/

Z.A.R. used 1896.
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For an unknown reason, the

ZAR terminated any TPO van

mail pickup or delivery south of

Kroonstad from 1 March 1899.

Figure 5 is a single stamp showing

a ‘R.P.K. HEEN’ cancel dated 2

April 1899, obviously from a

letter mailed at Kroonstad or

farther north towards the Vaal.

Effective 30 June 1899, the ZAR

declined any further involvement

with the TPO service in the OVS. The Free State was

subsequently required to rent two vans from the Cape

Government Railway (CGR) and began their own service,

notably RPK OVS. This service continued into early 1900, at

least into February when the British marched into Bloemfontein.

Both services, up and down, had their own special postal

markings and at least three separate cancellers were utilized

during this short period of 8 months. The ‘Noord” and ‘Zuid’

service each had a canceling device measuring 24/15 mm. The

outer circle had ‘R.P.K. NOORD/ ZUID.O.V.S.’ and the date

slug with day, month, control and year.  Examples of the former

are more common than the later, but both are quite scarce.

Figure 6 is an example of a Cape bank card mailed from

Port Elizabeth 2 October 1899 making a connection with the

TPO van on the 4th arriving at Edenburg the same day. A blow-

up of the strike is shown in Figure 7.

Figure 8 is a strike on a single stamp showing the latest date

reported, early February 1900.

The Zuid example on the following card (Figure 9) was

mailed from Brandfort on the northern part of the rail line to Port

Elizabeth on 30 September 1899 and placed in the TPO van and

canceled (Figure 10) the same day as it traveled south. Accounting

marks of 2 October indicate rapid delivery.

Only three examples of the ‘Zuid’ marking are recorded,

two are on postal cards, the third shown in Figure 11 as single

stamp 3 October 1899.

A final type of cancel is known used only between 7 and 14

November 1899 and between 22 January and 7 February 1900.

The two items I have seen were mailed in Burghersdorp, Cape,

obviously during the occupation, and both mailed 22 JanuaryFigure 6. Cape bank card mailed October 1899.

Figure 9. Card mailed from Brandfort on the northern

part of the rail line to Port Elizabeth in September 1899.

Figure 5. R.P.K. HEEN

cancel dated April 1899.

Figure 7. Blow-up of TPO strike

on card shown in Figure 6.

Figure 8. Latest reported

day (Feb. 1900).

Figure 10. Blow-up of TPO

cancel from Figure 9.

Figure 11.  Only three

examples of the Zuid

marking are recorded.

Figure 4. Postal card with R.P.K. TERUG.
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Figure 12. Final type of TPO

cancel discused here.

(Figure 12).  It would appear that the TPO service ran across the

Bethulie Bridge from Burghersdorp to connect with the main

line at Springfontein.  It also is reasonable to assume that this

device was on a separate van placed into service at least after the

outbreak of the war.  The cancel is 27/18 mm and otherwise

similar to its earlier cousin except for no stop after ‘S’ in ‘OVS’.

Batten mentions “philatelic” strikes from March 1897, but I have

not seen them nor can I comment on what they might be.  It is

reasonable to assume from the dates that this was a new device

brought into duty for the heavy loads of mail being serviced in

the newly occupied Cape territories south of the Orange River.

Until more strikes of these devices surface most of the above is

only surmised.

Thus ends the short history of the TPO services of the Orange

Free State.  Please contact the author with any new information

or examples. It would be greatly appreciated as I attempt to work

this story into a one-frame exhibit.
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Security Enhanced Postal Order from Botswana Post

The current series of

postal orders from

Botswana Post was

introduced in 1998 in

values from 50t to P100. It

was soon realized that

particularly the highest

denominated P100 order

was an easy subject to

forgery. As a result, the

P100 order was

withdrawn from

circulation and is today

rather rare (lower order

shown). Now a security

enhanced P100 order has

appeared (upper order

shown). The background

printing has been

improved and red color

has been added. Botswana

Postal Services has been

replaced with the current

Botswana Post logo The

new order also included at

the base a hologram-type

print  reading multiply

Botswana Post. Postal

orders are issued by most southern African states and former territories to allow small amounts of money to be exchanged

through the mail. Postal orders are a type of postal stationery and is often collected as such.
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Ashley’s Column

Cancel That!
by Ashley Cotter-Cairns

Condemn your Scott and your Stanley Gibbons to the

recycling bin. Forget your wants lists: they’re way too short.

Cancel collecting is the wave of the future.

I got into collecting cancels (or postmarks, as we Brits know

them) by accident. While assembling a specialised collection of

Union King’s heads definitives, I noticed quite a number of them

turning up with attractive cancels. These were put to one side

until I could decide what to do with them. Gradually I found

myself seeking these out more and more, until at last I let the

King’s heads find a more appreciative owner and focused on my

new joy of cancels instead.

There are many good reasons to begin a cancel collection.

But I should begin with the downsides. You will spend a lot of

time and effort hunting through duplicated material, most of it

low values, on or off piece. Forget completion – you have two

hopes of finding one of each cancel, no matter which period you

limit yourself to: Bob Hope, and no hope.

Relatively often, you will find a desirable postmark resting

neatly on an expensive stamp, and have to pass up the chance to

add it to your collection. You will quickly fill album space and

need to expand your shelves, both for new binders and reference

guides. The more books you invest in, the more you will realise

how hopeless the task facing you is.

But the positives, for me at least, far outweigh the negatives.

I am similar to many of you, I’m sure, in enjoying a bargain

hunt. A search for cancels is one that yields fruit more often than

not. The dealer’s lowest valued, least-browsed pages are your

orchards: cherry-picking is your sport.

Be polite and patient and most dealers will reciprocate –

you are, after all, thinning out their cheapest, bulkiest stock.

However, I have heard stories of dealers slamming stockbooks

on the fingers of eager postmark hunters. One would hope that

most businessmen value their customers more highly.

Be honest about what you’re looking for: you never know

what may be lurking in a back room. After 40 minutes of

searching through stock books in a London stamp store, the dealer

scratched his head in thought, disappeared for a moment and

returned with an ice-cream carton of vintage office clippings,

mostly Transvaal defins on good pieces. I spent another two days

and a decent chunk of my salary there!

As downsides go, the ‘problem’ of burgeoning reference

material is one I can live with. For who could resist a field of

collecting that is more like a sea? It gets both deeper and broader:

the farther you go in, the more danger there is of being dragged

under. Heaven.

STARTING OUT

Lurking right now in your greater Southern Africa collection,

there are probably several dozen fine postmarks. Even if you are

not a cancel collector – yet! – chances are you will have

inadvertantly picked up some nice strikes, by collecting fine used

material.

South African post office staff were trained to cancel each

stamp with its own ‘sock on the nose’ date stamp. In theory, this

makes collecting cancels an easier task. Far from it. Should you

choose to take up this fascinating aspect of the hobby, you will

curse those lazy PO staff and wish you could travel back through

time, grab their wrist and place the rubber stamp one half-inch to

the side…

It’s often almost impossible to collect entire cancels unless the stamp

is part of a multiple.

The first Union definitives 1s value is an excellent colour

for showing cancels in their full glory.
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So begin at the beginning. Go through your current collection

and look for any cancels. Leave higher-valued stamps in the

collection, as these are more expensive to replace, but pull out

any cheapies, as you will be easily able to afford a new copy of

the stamp.

How you arrange your postmarks is a matter of taste. I use a

simple alphabetical A-Z with Hagner leaves, one book for pre-

Union and another for Union, with several separate books for

covers, wrappers or cards, a section for parcels or unidentified

cancels and another for war issues. But it’s getting to the point

now where I need to make the effort to break them down further

– perhaps into Orange Free State, the Transvaal and other areas.

When you come to this stage, it’s time to invest in a reference

guide.

The most obvious and indispensible is also the best: “The

Encyclopaedia of South African post offices and postal agencies”,

by Ralph Putzel. This runs to four volumes and doesn’t come

cheap, but it’s really the only work of its kind. It’s now available

in soft cover to save on purchase and shipping costs. Putzel and

Alex Visser collaborated on the follow-up work, ten volumes,

listing each of the offices and agencies in the original guide, but

this time illustrating every known cancel from each office! Save

up for this until you become more advanced.

Putzel is the only guide that covers all periods. Should you

wish to specialise in pre-Union, war camp cancels or almost any

other kind of mark, there are plenty of books to boost your

knowledge. Some recommended reading is below this article.

ADVANCING YOUR COLLECTION

Before too long, you will increase your knowledge and begin

to spot fields within fields. One of the most interesting is

discovering stamps used outside of their state of origin: for

example, a Natal stamp used with a Zululand cancel, or a South

African stationery card used in Rhodesia.

These are known to collectors as ‘interprovincials’ – stamps

of one province used by the post office of another province. This

was officially sanctioned during certain turbulent periods of South

African history. Good examples are the second Anglo-Boer war,

when forces of both armies travelled with stamps from different

provinces and used them while on the march; and the period

between Union and the issue of the first KGV definitives,

November 4th 1910 and September 1st 1913, when it was legal to

Even damaged stamps, considered rejects by

collectors of the issues, may have a place in a

postmark collection.

Postmarks are often found resting nicely on blocks of four,

as with this scarce KINROSS RAIL strike.

It is often necessary to allow partial cancels

into your collection, as with this example from

UPPER ENSELENI.
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use stamps from any province within any other province.

Collecting interprovincials can create a whole new challenge.

It is in theory possible to find rarer cancels used out of province.

But another way to collect is to look for as many different values

of a country’s stamps used interprovincially: for example,

different Natal stamps used in the Cape. This gives you an outlet

for your more common cancels, such as Durban, Cape Town and

Johannesburg: not much fun on their own, but cancelling a high-

value out of province stamp, they shoot up in a collector’s

estimation.

Collecting stamps used out of province provides another

target for your searching: GB stamps used in Southern Africa.

This occurred almost exclusively during the second Boer war,

when all QV jubilee values to five shillings were (at least in

theory) available for British forces overseas. You can also find

several early Edwardian definitive issues used with Field PO

cancels.

Many of these issues, especially unusual values like the 4.5d

green and red are very scarce and highly catalogued, even fine

used in Great Britain, and are extremely hard to track down used

in South Africa. Even the common GB used in SA stamps, such

as the 1d lilac, can carry rarer Field PO cancels. All you have to

do is know your subject and search patiently for material.

POSTMARK PRICING

Finding them is one half the battle. Once located, you have

to work out the worth of a cancel. Just like collecting used stamps,

there are many factors to consider.

The quality of the strike is paramount. Partial cancels do

have their place in my collection, but it’s those sock-on-the-nose,

complete or near-complete ones that are the dream. Unless you

are a memory genius (or idiot savant), you’ll need a reference

guide handy to work out the scarcity of a cancel. Over-paying

for items is frustrating and bites big holes in your stamp budget.

On the other hand, it’s not practical to carry four volumes of

Putzel around a stamp show with you…

So it comes down to the old adage: get it for what you can.

With the Transvaal on-piece treasure trove I mentioned earlier, I

paid five times catalogue. This was still less than a buck apiece,

which I considered a steal. Things get more tricky when faced

with a high-priced cover or block of four. The cardinal rule is: if

in doubt, walk away. Or take notes and ask the dealer to put a

bunch aside for you for 24 hours, so you can check your sources.

If they are not prepared to help in this way, they don’t deserve

your custom.

I know I bang on about modern collecting, but eBay is a

superb source for postmark material. Depending on the period

you collect, you will find general mixed batches on offer. One or

two of these might have nice strikes to expand your collection. I

tend to relist the remainder on eBay – sometimes making a profit

over the original buying price and keeping the postmarks for

myself! There’s nothing like being paid to collect.

Putzel’s original books did not place a value on cancels.

Instead, he devised a rating system. I use this as a basis for what

I am prepared to pay (in US$) for an item:

Putzel rating Single Block Entire

R (scarce) 2 5 7

RR (scarcer) 5 7 12

RRR (very scarce) 8 15 25

RRRR (extremely scarce) 12 20 40

Rare 15 30 60

Very rare 20 35 100

Extremely rare 25 50 Any

These prices are of course flexible. There will be exceptional

examples that I would pay more for, just as in any sphere of

philately.

I hope this little introduction has whetted your appetite for

postal markings. In future issues, I will look at more unusual and

advanced forms of collecting cancels.

An example of the Natal post office

agency numerals, on a small piece.

By hunting down GB items used in the Boer war, you open up your

South African collection into the stamps of another country.

RECOMMENDED READING
Scott, A.H., 1980. The Cancellations and Postal Markings of Basutoland and

Lesotho. Collectors Mail Auctions, Bergvliet, South Africa.

Barry, J. and Berry, J., 1998. Postmarks of Rhodesia 1888-1980. Philatelic

Fereration of Southern Africa, Craighall, South Africa.

Goldblatt, R., 1984. Postmarks of the Cape of Good Hope. Reijger Publishers,

Cape Town.

Putzel, R.F., 1986-90. The Encyclopaedia of South African Post Offices and

Postal Agencies. Ralph F. Putzel, Tokai, South Africa. 4 Volumes.

Putzel, R.F. and Visser, A.T., 1992-2004.The Postmarks of South Africa and

Former States and Colonies. Ralph F. Putzel, Tokai, South Africa. 10 Volumes.



Forerunners #49 (Vol. XVII, No. 3, March-June, 2004) Page 90

Censorship

South Africa World War II Forms

Used by the Censors
by Chris Miller

Throughout the British Commonwealth many practices were

duplicated from those of the Imperial Censorship in London.

Although in the dominions a local numbering system was used,

the forms often tended to be based on those used in the United

Kingdom.

South African forms were identified by the prefix ‘U.C.’,

which has been assumed to stand for Union Censorship. All

recorded examples were printed by the Government Printing

Service (G.P.S.) of Pretoria.

The one thing that is very noticeable is that only very few of

the forms were used, or has been preserved. The exception is the

printed labels used to reseal envelopes. Also relatively well known

is South Africa form U.C.8 (P.C. 90 in the UK). This latter form

was the subject of an earlier article.

When the censors refused to allow an item to be forwarded

in many instances a label was stuck over the address. This label

was U.C.9 (P.C.23). Examples are not common.

This example is from the better known 1939 printing of which

10,000 copies were printed. The only other printing recorded

was of the same size in 1943-44. All examples known are in

green print on white paper.

No record exists of U.C.1, but U.C.2 is known in a single

example. The text relates an envelope being found open, when

received by the censor.  The example known has been altered to

indicate that the envelope was torn. The equivalent U.K. form is

P.C.5.

U.C. 3 and U.C.4 have also not yet been reported and only a

single example of U.C.5 exist. This indicates that the censor was

not responsible for the mutilation of the letter. This form was

printed on grey paper. The equivalent U.K. form is P.C.11. The

manuscript 21 on the shown form indicates that it was used in

Johannesburg.

U.C.6 (P.C. 12 in U.K.) relates to the contents being missing

when received by the censor. This form was printed on grey blue

paper. The example in my collection was fixed to the outside of

the envelope. One other example has been reported printed on a

paper with slightly different colour shade. The manuscript 72

again confirms that this form was used in Johannesburg.
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U.C12 (P.C.79) deals with the inability to send letters to

territories occupied by the enemy.  This one is the commonest of

the U.C. forms. It is headed ‘POSTAL CENSORSHIP,’ but is

rare in its original form with the heading ‘DEPARTMENT OF

POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS.’

From the known U.K. forms it is possible to guess where

other forms may exist although no actual examples have been

reported other than those listed  here identified by their equivalent

U.K. numbers (P.C.).

P.C. 80 Transmission of these articles not permitted.

P.C. 84 Reference to a military unit not permitted

P.C. 93 Reason for condemning letter

P.C. 98 Not permitted to send certain currency

P.C. 114 Mention of name or location of ship

P.C. 116 Detained mail

P.C. 177 Photographs

P.C. 198 Non compliance with regulations about

Prisoner of War mail.

The information on these forms is scanty because of the small

numbers of items reported. To enable a fuller picture to be built

up please send details of any of these forms you have in your

possession (see address on page 1).  (Illustrations are slightly reduced

in size.)

Afribilia has announced the publication of Brian Hern’s

“Handbook on South African Tokens.” This is the first

comprehensive catalogue of southern African tokens and trade

pieces for nearly twenty-five years. The soft-cover handbook will

cover more than 400 different issuing authorities across southern

Africa, and includes full-size black-and-white scans of over 1500

individual pieces. Only 200 copies are being printed. To order

and pay for your copy now, you can either go to

www.afribilia.com or write Afribilia Ltd, 16 Bury Place, London,

WC1A 2JL, UK, Tel: 020 7404 7137, Fax: 020 7404 7138.

New Book on Southern African Tokens
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The Bechuanalands

British Bechuanaland Postmarks
by Peter Thy

War Time De La Rue Postal Dues
by Dickon Pollard

To take a very broad and brief look at the general paper and

gum pattern of De La Rue Postage Dues from about 1930 to the

early 1950s, the sequence is roughly as follows:

1930s smooth cream paper, off-white gum,

1940s (early) rough white paper, clear gum,

1940s (late) smooth white paper, clear gum, and

1950s smooth, very white, chalky paper, clear gum.

The rough paper was introduced in early wartime, without

(as far as I can tell) any official announcements being made.

Therefore, in order to establish the dates of issue, we have to rely

on dated cancellations. This will obviously not give us the printing

dates, but should, eventually, give us pointers as to which were

the first printings on this paper by cross referencing to the Crown

Agents’ and De La Rue records.

I used to be able to tell the paper with certainty merely by

taking a stamp between finger and thumb and passing my thumb

gently over the surface. While the smooth paper is just that, the

rough paper feels like a very fine grade of what we in the UK call

sandpaper (oh, for an English-American dictionary!)

Unfortunately, now that I do a great deal more gardening than

used to be the case, which has roughened my fingers, this barely

works any more for me and I have to rely on other identification

methods. Under a magnifying glass, the letters have unclear edges

while with the smooth paper the letter edges are clear-cut. Once

you have found one, you will not fail to recognize the breed in

the future!

The earliest date I know of on a rough paper postal due is on

the British Honduras 1ct, 1941. British Guiana is listed as

appearing in 1940, but I have not seen any early dates, so this

may possibly represent a printing date rather than a colonial

release date. What I would like PSGSA members to do is to

have a look at any used dues they may possess, either on or off

cover; establish whether or not they are on rough paper and, if

they are, have a look at the following list. I have included one or

two other British African territories in case members may have

relevant material.

Basutoland 1d 1947

Basutoland 2d --

Bechuanaland 1/2d, 1d, 2d 1944

K.U.T. 5ct, 10ct, 20ct and 40ct 1942-3

Northern Rhodesia 1d, 2d, 3d, 4d 1945

Swaziland 1d, 2d 1947

Zanzibar 5ct 1946, 10ct, 20ct, 30ct, 1/- 1947

 If you have a date in the year mentioned above or, better

still, earlier, I would very much like to know about it. Full dates

would be appreciated, together with Xeroxes if convenient. I

can be contacted at the address given below. Should I receive

any useful feedback, l will report back. I am conscious that this

is a neglected field, which has not received proper attention, and

would like to improve our listing of Postage Dues in general.

There may well be surprises to be found - I was fortunate enough

to find a hitherto-unlisted rough paper St Lucia 2d, with a 1948

date, in a bundle ware lot earlier this year. Perhaps you too will

be lucky.
Contact address: Murray Payne Ltd, P.O. Box 1135, Axbridge, Somerset, BS26

2EW, UK, murraypayne@dial.pipex.com, www.murraypayne.com.

(Ed.:This note was submitted several years ago. Have looked through past issues

without finding it. So now finally it comes with apologies for the delay. It still is

timely - as it was five years ago.)

By proclamation, British Bechuanaland became on September

30, 1885, a British Crown Colony following British military

intervention in Stellaland and Goshen. A postal service was soon

established with Vryburg as the domicile of a Postmaster-General

and his organization (J.E. Middleton to 1892 and R. Tillard to

1893). The administration of the postal services of northern

Bechuanaland (the Protectorate) was also entrusted with the

Postmaster-General in Vryburg.

A telegraph line from Kimberley, through Vryburg and

Mafeking and further north was inherited from the military

operations.

The construction of the railway northward from Kimberley

reached Vryburg in 1890 and Mafeking in 1894. The construction

caused a reorganization of the postal and telegraphs services as

offices often were relocated to the rail line as the line progressed

northward.

The postal and telegraph independence of British

Bechuanaland lasted until 1893 (April 1) when the Cape  Services

took over the administration of the services. A few years later in

1895 (Nov. 16), British Bechuanaland was annexed to the Cape

Colony.

British Bechuanaland existed only for about ten years. During

these years the postal organization was built and expanded as

required by a growing white and literate farming population that

according to the 1891 census may only have amounted to nine

thousand out of a total population of 73,000, mostly living in a
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few rural centers such as Vryburg, Mafeking, and Taungs. The

1904 census gives the total population of British Bechuanaland

as 85,000 of which 12,000 were literate (Table 1).

The exact number of postal offices opened are uncertain

because of the lack of definitive records. Judging from lists of

recorded postmarks, a total of more than 20 offices is indicated.

However, some of these may only have been open for very short

periods, if at all. Others are very likely first to have been opened

after annexation.

It is interesting that many postal offices after annexation to

the Cape continued to use British Bechuanaland cancellers (with

B.B. at the base) until worn-out and replaced with C.G.H.

cancellers. Perhaps the best example is Mier in the Division of

Gordonia that used a B.B. canceller until the late 20’s (Figure

1). In fact the Mier offices never operated as a British

Bechuanaland postal agency.

We will review the existing knowledge of British

Bechuanaland postal offices and agencies as well as the postal

cancellers in use between 1885 and 1895. The main sources of

information are the recent survey by Franco Frescura’s of the

official Post Office records and the Bechuanalands and Botswana

Society Postmark Study (Brian Trotter). Other information is

gained from Jurgens’ and Holmes’ Bechuanaland books. Putzel’s

southern Africa post offices and postmarks compilations as well

as Frescura and Nethersole’s BONC study have also been

consulted. However, it is important to note that these sources

have limitations and often are in conflict.

The illustrations of cancellers are either scanned and optically

lifted from original items (Figure 1) or have been taken

particularly from Jurgens. Many of the latter have been traced

from original items and may thus not be accurate in the details.

Some illustrations admittedly appear more like free-hand

drawings.

Figure 1. Cape postal card used in Mier in 1905 to Germany. Note the use of British Bechuanaland canceller

well after annexation to the Cape.

Figure 2. Administrative divisions of British Bechuanaland together

with  their head postal offices. Vryburg was home to the GPO and the

Postmaster-General until 1893.

British Bechuanaland was (or became) divided into several

administrative divisions  (Figure 2). The discussion will follow

these districts,  starting with Vryburg, then Mafeking, Taung,

Kuruman, and finally Gordonia. The discussion will refer

collectively to postal offices irrespectively of their official

classifications as post offices or agencies.

Table 1. 1904 Census (from Frescura, 2002)

British Bechuanaland 84,472 (11,683 literate)

Division of Gordonia 8,811 (2,108 literate)

Division of Kuruman 12,941 (1,416 literate)

Division of Mafeking 21,532 (3,647 literate)

Division of Taung 23,106 (2,532 lirterate)

Division of Vryburg 18,082 (1,980 literate)
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Figure 3. From ‘The Bechuanaland Almanac’ published by ‘Bechuanaland News‘ of Vryburg in 1889.
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Figure 4. Sketch map of central and eastern Bechuanaland based on the map shown in Figure 3. Shown are known

postal offices and location of telegraph line prior to construction of the rail.

Sand Pits has not

been located.
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Vryburg Division
Vryburg was opened in January 1883 as a postal office that

initially was served via Christiana of the South African Republic.

Military telegraph functions were added on February 16, 1885,

following the occupation by the British forces. About six months

later (September 30), the Division of Vryburg was proclaimed

and Vryburg became the Division head office and the seat of the

Postmaster-General of the Crown Colony of British

Bechuanaland. Examples of a returned-letter-office cancel exist

with Vryburg at the base and used just before the Cape took over

the administration of the postal services in 1893. Since such

cancellers have not been seen for the other districts, it is assumed

that all returned letters were handled in Vryburg, at least until

1893.

BONC.555: Known used between DE 1885 and AU 20, 1894

SC.BECH.VRYBURG: Known used between JA 9, 1886, and JA 20, 1892

SC.BB.VRYBURG (two types): Known between JU 23, 1892, and OC 17, 1913

SC.DOT.VRYBURG: Known used between OC 3, 1889, and NO 28, 1899

SC.RLO.VRYBURG: Known used between JA 20, 1893, and MR 1, 1893

SQC.BB.VRYBURG: Known used between AU 21, 1894, and NO 29, 1895

Vryburg Station was opened only a few miles from the main

office when the rail line reached Vryburg on December 1, 1890.

BONC was probably also used at the station office. The office at

the station was according to Holmes closed on September 15,

1895, and replaced by a collection box. The late usage of the

canceller suggests that it continued to be in use at the rail station.

SC.EMB.VRYBURG STATION: Known between DE 12, 1891, and JY 4, 1913

Bailey Brith is known to have been opened during December,

1891. BONC was probably also used.

SC.BB.BAILEYBRITH: Known used between JY 5, 1894, and FE 11, 1897

Devondale was opened in 1890 presumably when the rail reached

the location. BONC was probably also used.

SC.BECH.DEVONDALE: Known used between JA 8, 1893, and FE 12 1896

Dry Harts was opened as a military telegraph office on February

8, 1885. Postal functions were added in 1888. There are two

different spellings: ‘Hartz’ or ‘Harts.’

BONC.675: Known used between OC 20, 1888, and 1894

SC.BECH.DRY HARTS: Known used between OC 27, 1888, and JY 12, 1893

SC.BECH.DRY HARTZ: Known used from 1892 to JU 4, 1898

Geluk opened in May, 1893.

BONC.181: Known used between JU 1893 and AP 14, 1905

SC.BB.GELUK: Known used  between MY 31, 1894, and JA 31, 1916

Genesa opened in August, 1895. BONC was probably also used.

SC.BB.GENESA: Known use from NO 30, 1910, after annexation

Table 2. Cancel Nomenclature.

BONC: Barred oval numerial canceller.

SC.BECH: Single circle dated canceller with ‘BECHUANALAND’ at base.

SC.BB:  Single circle dated canceller with ‘BB’ at base.

SC.DOT: Single circle dated canceller with dot at base.

SC.EMB: Single circle dated canceller with emblem at base.

SC.RLO: Single circle dated canceller with ‘RETURNED LETTER OFFICE.’

SQC.BB: Square circled dated canceller with ‘BB’ at base.

After Frescura (2002)

Figure 5. Summary of known cancellers from offices in the Vryburg

Division.
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Figure 6. Postal card used in 1894 from Geluk in the Vryburg Division of British Bechuanaland.

Groot Chwaing was opened as a military telegraph office on

February 28, 1886. Postal functions appear to have been added

in August 1886.

BONC.478: Known used in 1886

SC.BB.GROOT CHWAING: Known used between JA 16, 1894, and OC 4, 1894

Hartebeeste Pan opened in May 1893.

BONC.340: Known used between OC 22, 1893, and DE 17, 1893

SC.BB.HARTEBEESTEPAN: Known between OC 22, 1893, and DE 17, 1893

Kunana was opened in August 1886 perhaps as a Bechuanaland

postal agency, despite being located in South African Republic.

The office is listed as being in Vryburg District. No information

on cancellers are available.

Morokwen opened in August 1895. Cancellers only known used

after annexation.

BONC.933: Date unknown

SC.BB.MOROKWEN: Known used between SP 12, 1896, and 1921

Dwaalylakte is listed by the Cape Post Office Guide as having

been opened in October, 1887, but its existence as well as location

cannot be confirmed. No information on cancellers are available.

Mooifontein is included in the Cape Post Office Guide for 1888,

but omitted in the September 1889 edition. The agency is also

shown on the 1889 Cape Postal Route Map. The agency is located

northeast of Kuruman within the Vryburg District. No information

on cancellers are available.

Mafeking Division
Mafeking was opened as a military telegraph office on April 28,

1885, following the Warren Expedition. The office is listed to

have been uprated to a postal office on August 1, 1890; however,

BONC 638 is known to have been used already in 1885. Since

BONCs normally was not issued to telegraph offices, it is possible

that Mafeking was opened as a postal office already in 1885.

BONC.638: Known used between DE 1885 and NO 13, 1896

BONC.890: Known used on MY 13, 1894

BONC.1045. Known used on JU 27, 1900

SC.BECH.MAFEKING: Known used between JU 8, 1886, and JU 13, 1900

SC. DOT.MAFEKING: Known used between JY 4, 1893, and JA 10, 1903

SQC.BB.MAFEKING: Known used between NO 12, 1894, and MY 26, 1896

SQC.CGH.MAFEKING: Known used from AU 28, 1894

Maribogo was opened as telegraph office in February 1885 and

probably shortly after also as a postal office, despite first included

in the official lists from 1895.

BONC.209: Known used between OC 1887 and AU 25, 1895

SC.BB.MARIBOGO: Known used between SP 1, 1894 and SP 27, 1898

Martizani (or Martizani Eye) was opened on March 18, 1885,

as both minitary telegraph and postal office despite first listed in

November, 1894, by the Cape Post Office Guide. Holmes states

that the agency was opened at the end of 1894, but that it lasted

at least a year before the office was functioning. No information

on cancellers is available.

Mosita was opened after annexation in 1896. Holmes states that

the office was opened on April 1, 1895. No information on

cancellers is available.
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Sand Pits was opened on September 1, 1895, and closed on

August 1, 1896 according to Putzel. The office is not listed by

other sources. The location is uncertain.

BONC.669: Date unknown

SC.BB.SAND PITS: Known used between DE 15, 1895, and MY 24, 1896

Setlagoli was opened as a military telegraph office on March 6,

1885, as a result of the Warren Expedition. The office was uprated

to postal office in August 1886 or earlier as suggesetd by the use

of BONC 590 in July 1886.

BONC.590: Known used between JY 7, 1886, and AP 2, 1895

SC.BECH.SETLAGOLI: Known used between NO 12, 1889, and JU 16, 1925

Sherwood Ranch is not listed by Frescura, however, Sherwood

Ranch is included on the February 1889 Cape Postal Route Map.

No information on cancellers is available.

Taung Division
Taungs was opened in November 1884 and shortly after (January

31, 1885) expanded with military  telegraphic services to meet

the needs of the Warren Expedition.

BONC.554: Known used between DE 1885 and DE 9, 1891

BONC.637: Known used between DE 31, 1887, and DE 11, 1894

BONC.813: Date unknown

BONC.1148: Known used on OC 27, 1901

.

SC.BECH.TAUNGS: Known used between OC 23, 1887, and AU 2, 1899

SC.DOT.TAUNGS: Date unknown

Taungs Station was opened in 1891 a short distance from the

main office when the rail reached Taungs.

BONC.172: Date unknown

BONC.1154: Known used on AU 8, 1900

SC.EMB.TAUNGS STATION: Known between JU 14, 1892, and SP 9, 1904

SC.CGH.TAUNGS STATION: Known between NO 1, 1894, and OC 3, 1911

Banks Drift was opened as a military telegraph office on March
8, 1885 and closed September 1, 1885. Postal functions were

allocated to the office on or before December 1888.

SC.BECH.BANKSDRIFT. Known used on DE 2, 1888

Pudimore was opened on October 16, 1886. Holmes states that

it was closed  in September 1889. No information on cancellers

is available.

Wittefontain was opened as a military telegraph office on

October 1, 1885, during the Warren Expedition. The military
telegraph office was closed on September 1, 1886. The office

may have included postal functions until 1890 where these also

were terminated. This office was listed as being in Mafeking

Division. However,  Wittefontain is located on the main route

to Kimberley outside British Bechuanaland in Griqualand West.

No information on cancellers is available.

Drakes was opened as a military telegraph office on January

28, 1885, but was closed before September 1886. This office

was listed as being in Mafeking Division. However,  Drakes  is

located on the main route to Kimberley outside British

Bechuanaland in Griqualand West. The office was moved to

Banks Drift on March 8, 1885 (see Taung Division). Postal

functions may never have been allocated to this office. No

information on cancellers is available.

Figure 7. Summary of known cancellers from offices in  the

Mafeking Division.

Figure 8. Summary of

known cancellers from

offices in  the Taung

Division.
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Gordonia Division
Upington was opened as early as July 11, 1882. On April 1,

1889, Uppington was made the administrative center of the

Division of Gordonia. The telegraph did not reach Gordonia until

after annexation.

BONC.429: Known used between AU 15, 1884, and OC 26, 1893

SC.DOT.P.O.UPINGTON: Known used between AU 15, 1884, and AU 2, 1900

Bloemfontein was opened in 1890 and closed in 1894.

SC.BECH.BLOEMFONTEIN: Known used between OC 20, 1890, and 1892

Keimoes was opened in November 1891.

BONC.995: Known used between NO 18, 1896, and OC 11, 1902

SC.BECH.KEIMOES: Known used between JA 11, 1892, and OC 10, 1924

Figure 9. Summary

of known cancellers

from offices in  the

Kuruman Division.

Figure 10. Summary map of the Gordonia District.

Mier was planned to have been opened in August 1895, but

may have been delayed until after annexation. The distance

between Mier and Zwart Modder was 192 km that was covered

in 4 days by a runner. The camel post was organized by the

Cape Post Office from 1899. Mier was included in British

Bechuanaland in 1890 as the result of redrawing the border

between German West Africa and British Bechuanaland. The

Mier postal agency was located in the village of Rietfontein; no

settlement called Mier existed.

BONC.938: Known used between DE 11, 1901, and JU 15, 1905

SC.BB.MIER: Known used between DE 11, 1901, and JA 20, 1928

Zwart Modder was opened on May 29, 1858. Holmes states

that it was opened on Janurary 1, 1894.

BONC.394: Known used between AP 26, 1894, and AP 24, 1896

SC.BB.ZWART MODDER: Known used between AP 26, 1894, and JA 19, 1909

Kuruman Division
Kuruman was opened in September 1886 or earlier since BONC

543 is known used on May 28, 1886. The Division of Kuruman

was established on September 8, 1887. A telegraph office was

not opened at Kuruman before annexation. Kuruman was the

home of the Kuruman Missionary Station founded in 1821 by

Robert and Mary Moffat. Kuruman was the only postal office in

the division.

BONC.534: Known used between MY 28, 1886, and NO 6, 1899

SC.BECH.KURUMAN: Known used between JU 3, 1889, and JU 17, 1917

Figure 11. Summary of known cancellers from offices in  the

Gordonia Division.

Military Telegraph Cancellers
The military telegraph line build by the Warren Expedition

was the backbone in the development of the postal and telegraph

services in British Bechuanaland. Several locations of postal
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Embossed crest of British

Bechuanaland in red on

document from Receiver-

General's Office, dated Vryburg,

March 31, 1891. From Alan

MacGregor’s website

(www.rhodesia.co.za).

offices appear on the listings of the Cape Postal Guides. Examples

are Wittefontain and Drakes that was listed as under the Mafeking

District despite being located outside British Bechuanaland. Other

military telegraph offices included Taungs, Dry Hartz, Brussels

Farm, Vryburg, Groot Chwaing, Sitlagoli, Maritzani, and

Mafeking.

Only a few telegraph cancellers been documented. These are

Vryburg (code VR), Sitlagoli (code SH), and Taungs (code TS),

but others may exist.  Examples are shown in Figure 12. The

cancellers are normally found on telegraph stamps and forms.

The specialist literature on this subject should be consulted

(Inglefield-Watson, 1987a,b; Drysdall, 1991, and references

therein).
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Following the expulsion of the British in 1881, the Second

South African Republic (Transvaal) continued to use the Queen’s

Head issues and the surcharged 1 penny provisional. Early in

1883, the 3d stamp had run out as well as the 1d provisional

stamp. New issues were needed for the domestic postage rates.

J.F. Celliers was printer and proprietor of the newspaper De

Volksstem, who had printed the last postage emissions of the

First Republic under the oversight of The Stamp Commission.

Utilizing the original plates produced by Otto, he printed three

new values: 1d for the newspaper rate, 3d for the local letter rate,

and 1sh mainly for telegraphic payment purposes.

The first printing was the much-needed 3d utilizing slightly

more than a ream of small sheets (each sheet big enough only for

one pane of 40) of pre-gummed, rose paper followed by the red

printing. This was then followed by the 1d and 1sh values. In all,

over 518,000 3d, 658,400 1d and 48,240 1sh stamps were printed

over the course of three years. Finally, the newly approved design

produced by Enschede & Son of Haarlem, Holland, were put on

sale on 13 March 1885. This put an end to the ghosts of the

bankrupt First Republic and the legacy of Herrn Otto and his

forged material that still haunts us to this day.

Finding usages of this issue is not easy and examples of the

3d black on rose paper is of the greatest difficulty.  Based upon

my research, only four covers exist with this issue used to pay

postage. The example shown above is the fourth. Dealer David

Morrison of South Africa, now of Tucson, found this little jewel.

It is franked with five copies of the 6d QV Head, two copies of

the 1d Celliers, and one lovely example of the 3d black on rose.

It is a very early cover mailed from Middelburg on 10 May 1883.

The stamps are canceled with the three-ring concentric circles

with ‘12’ in the center.  The 3d was first issued on 20 February

and the 1d on 5 April. The transit marks include Pretoria (11

May), Cape Town (22 May), London (11 June), and arriving

Berlin on 13 June for a transit time of 53 days.

The rate structure at this early time of the 2nd Republic was

fairly high with the rate to the UK set at 10d and to Europe and

Germany at 111/2d per half ounce.  The franking totals 35d which

would equate to a triple weight or to a 1-11/2 ounce cover. The

cover thus is ‘overfranked’ by 1/2d for a total tariff due of 341/2d.

My suspicion is that there then were virtually no 1/2d stamps

available in Middelburg. The 3d stamp can be plated as being

from the left pane position number 28.

Favorite Cover

Triple Weight Transvaal Cover
by Tim Bartshe
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South West Africa/Namibia

The Designs of the 1931 SWA Pictorials
by Hans Ulrich Bantz

Summary: This column discusses the designs of the 1931 First

Pictorials Definitive stamps of South West Africa from a

thematic point of view.

Introduction

My last installment in Forerunners #48 on South West

Africa’s philately dealt with the technical characteristics and

the postal and non-postal uses of the 1931 Definitives. Today I

would like to approach this issue from a more thematic or

topical angle and deal with the design of the stamps, thus giving

a glimpse into aspects of the nature and scenery a visitor to

this country can still experience today over seventy years after

these stamps were first designed and issued. This might not be

highbrow philately, but has nevertheless in my opinion a

charming appeal. Dr. Howgrave-Graham, one of my

correspondents remarked lately in an exchange of ideas via e-

mail: “We philatelists always have a very “anoraky” image

amongst friends and acquaintances  –  I can always gain their

interest quickly with “social interest” material – but never with

examples of the various postal rates. It is the social interest

area which is the key to attracting new recruits to the hobby.”

What do the stamps show?

a) The 1/
2
d stamp (Scott # 108; SG # 74) has been designed by

a Swakopmund schoolgirl who won a stamp design

competition. The stamp depicts a Kori Bustard (Ardeotis kori),

a fairly common terrestrial bird in Southern Africa,

characterized by its large size of about 135 cm and a crested

head. It lives in pairs or groups in woodland, bushveld and

grassland. The stamp gives a good impression of the open

savanna found in the center of SWA.

b) The 1d stamp (Scott # 109; SG # 75) shows “Cape Cross”,

the place where the Portuguese sailor Diogo Câo set as the

first European foot on now Namibian soil and erected a padrâo or

stone cross in January 1486. The background shows a Portuguese

galleon. Closer inspection of the border of the stamp reveals stylized

so-called ‘Bushman paintings” which are a cultural feature in

Southern Africa. A postal agency, named CAP CROSS, operated

here from 1896 till 1903 to serve a small community making a

livelihood from seal culling and salt production by evaporating

seawater.

The Scott Catalogue incorporates a 13th stamp (No. 110) into the

set showing mail transport by train, steamer and airplane.   This

11
/
2
d stamp was issued on March 1, 1937, and belongs therefore

into a later column.

c) The 2d stamp (Scott # 111; SG # 76) shows the “Bogenfels” a

60 m high prominent geological feature eroded by wave action on

the shore of the Atlantic Ocean in the South of the country.

“BOGENFELS” was also the name of short-lived German postal

agency which opened in March 1914 and closed in September of

the same year.

c) The 3d stamp (Scott # 112; SG # 77) shows the German seat of

Government in Windhoek. The name “Tintenpalast”(ink place)

given to the building during German times because of the enormous

amounts of ink used by the officials stuck till today. The building
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was begun and completed in 1913 and still serves as a work place

for certain Namibian Government departments.

d) The 4d stamp (Scott # 113 SG # 78) is the reproduction of a

painting done by Johannes Blatt (1905-1973), then a pupil at the

age of 15. It shows the “Waterberg”, a flat topped mountain in

central Namibia. The stamp shows the typical scenery of the

Waterberg, which rises about 200 to 230 m above the seemingly

endless dry savannah. The Waterberg is nowadays protected as a

nature reserve but was in 1904 the site where the final decisive

battle between the Herero and the Germans was fought. The

Germans, not having today’s facilities of bombing the ‘underdog’

from the air into submission, or killing them with long-range

artillery and rockets, drove their opponents into the waterless

Kalahari Desert. There, a large number of the Herero community,

including women and children, succumbed to thirst and hunger.

This year’s centenary of this clash has raised the issue of genocide

and the Windhoek philatelists were involved in proposing designs

for a stamp issue to commemorate these tragic events. A miniature

sheet was issued on 2004-03-23 showing doves as peace symbol

flying from the flames of war into a bright future. The leaflet

enclosed with the FDC gives a short history of the conflict under

the title “The Namibian War of Anti-Colonial Resistance” and

closes with a positive outlook into the future as symbolized by

the doves. The bloodstained slopes of the Waterberg have thus

become a symbol for reconciliation and peace.

Between 1899 and 1915 the Waterberg area was served by a

postal agency, named WATERBERG. This station was attacked

and destroyed in 1904 and reopened in the same year.

e) The 6d stamp (Scott # 1114 SG # 79) takes us back to the coast

to the town of Luderitz, and shows a view towards the Luderitz

Bay across the town as it was in the early 1930s. The settlement

was founded in 1883 by Adolf Luderitz, a merchant from Bremen.

It became thus the Mother City of Namibia and is, together with

Walvisbay, one of the two natural harbours along the Namibian

coast. Luderitz boomed  when diamonds were discovered in the

vicinity  in 1908. But life here has slowed down since those

raucous days. The town, wedged between the cold waters of the

Atlantic and the shifting dunes of the Namib Desert, offers out

of the ordinary experiences to the visitor. Its post office was

established in 1895 and is still serving the public today.

f) The 1sh stamp (Scott # 115 SG # 80) shows the scenery North

of Windhoek along the road to Okahandja. The stamp epitomizes

the African grassland savannah, with scattered thorn trees and

shrubs, typical for the central highlands of Namibia.

f) The 1/3sh stamp (Scott # 116 SG # 81) takes us further North

to the area between Okahandja and Otjiwarongo. It pictures two

Eland antelopes (Taurotragus oryx), photo-graphed on the farm

Omatako. The Eland is the largest living antelope, with a shoulder

height of 1.70 m and a mass of 450 kg. The average horn length

of both sexes is 60 cm. It normally occurs in herds of  25-60

individuals. In earlier days associations numbering more than a

1000 were occasionally seen. It features frequently in Bushman

paintings, where it plays a great role in their myths and spiritual

life.

g) The 2/6sh stamp (Scott # 117; SG # 82) shows a group of

Zebras (Equus burchellii) and Brindled Gnus or Blue Wildebeest

(Connochaetes taurinus) assembled at a waterhole. A photograph

taken near Namutoni, about 7 km east of the Etosha Pan in the

North of Namibia, served as inspiration for the design of this

stamp, which illustrates some of the fauna and flora found in the

Etosha National Park. This conservation area is about the size of
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Massachusetts and as such one of the world’s largest game

reserves. It was established in 1907 and is Namibia’s leading

tourist attraction today.

h) The 5sh stamp (Scott # 118; SG # 83) stays in the north of

Namibia. It shows a group of native huts in the vicinity of Khorab,

near Tsumeb where the Germans surrendered South West Africa

to the occupying South African forces. The huts represent the

traditional type of shelter built by the Herero people from timber

and twigs plastered with mud mixed with cow dung.

i) The 10sh stamp (Scott # 119; SG # 84) takes us back into the

Namib Desert and shows one of the strangest plants on our planet,

a Welwitschia mirabilis. This desert plant has deep taproots

resembling giant radishes. The upper part of the plant projects

about 30 cm above the ground  and measures 60 to 120 cm in

diameter. From the base of the cone shaped trunk, two broad,

flat, strap-like leaves grow throughout the life of the plant (1000

years or more). But drying up and withering at the tips keeps the

length of  the leaves at about three metres.

j) The 20sh stamp  (Scott # 120; SG # 85) shows finally water in

abundance, a rare commodity in the driest country South of the

Sahara. The Kunene is one of only five perennial rivers in the

whole of Namibia which carry permanent water. The waterfall

shown on this stamp is called by the Scott and Gibbons catalogues

‘Okuwahakan Falls’ without identifying its location. The Michel

catalogue is less specific, naming it ‘Kunene-Wasserfall’. Modern

maps of the Kunene region do not show a waterfall, called

‘Okuwahakan’. However, available photographs make it possible

to identify the falls as the main drop (about 40 m high) of the

Epupa Falls or Quedas de Monte Negro, situated in the main

channel of the Kunene River. It is one of the most breath taking

locations in Namibia. In approaching the falls, the endless, dry

and barren landscape is suddenly broken by a strip of bright green

that marks the course of the Kunene. The sound of rushing waters

is a sound to cherish and behold. The existence of the falls is

threatened by the EPUPA PROJECT, a plan to build a dam for

hydropower generation. This plan, if put into effect, will have a

detrimental outcome for the local ecology and the cultural life of

the nomadic Himba tribesmen, who herd their livestock down to

the water below the falls for drinking.

Conclusion

These definitive stamps were the first to break with the

tradition of monotonous definitives showing the same design for

each of the values. They became thus the forerunners for many

more stamps to come. Researching the background details of the

design teaches a lot about nature and social and historical

significance. The above notes provide just a quick look. Much

more could have been written. Some of the stamps, like the

Welwitschia or the Waterberg, could easily expanded into their

own column.

The year 1931, when these stamps were issued, was also the

year when the Great Depression started to peak. The next

installment will deal with the effects of the depression on South

West Africa and its impact on the postal arrangements. We will

also have a look at the first regular airmail services which were

introduced in the same year.

Selected Sources:

Hoffmann-Giesecke, G. (no year, last stamp issue recorded: the

1954 Definitives): Südwestafrika – Die Postwertzeichen und

ihre Entstehung.

Newman, K. (1990): Newman’s Birds of Southern – 1990 Update.

– Johannesburg; ISBN 1 868 12 278 6.

Stuart, C. & T. (2001): Field Guide to the Mammals of Southern

Africa. – Cape Town; ISBN 1 86872 537

�
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Postal Due Markings

Circular Framed ‘T’ Markings
by Jan Stolk

This chapter on postage due markings discusses what is

probably the largest group of South African markings. The

circular ‘T’ marking is mostly found on inland mail. It appears

that the markings were not issued centrally since so many

different types exist. In some postal districts, we will find that

identical markings were used in different towns. Identical

marking from different district, or even other provinces, may

just be coincidence reflecting same providers of the handstamps.

It thus seems that the postmasters were allowed to order their

required markings locally. This caused the large group of markings

to be in use in South Africa.

We can separate one group of markings with the letter ‘T’

shifted to the top of the circle. In most cases this was done to

allow the postmaster to add the figure of the amount to be paid

below the letter ‘T.’ It is also possible that some handstamps had

the letter ‘c’ (for cent) removed.

Next installment will be the markings with the letter ‘T’

placed centrally in the circle and will take two or more installments

to list

Letter from Germiston sent 12

March 1994. Taxed 20 cent, label

P1/151 added explaining reason of

tax, insufficient postage. No. 6596

on the list of taxed items at

Pretoria on 17 March 1994. Also in

manuscript total letters to same

address: T R.1.10 (2 briewe/Two

Letters).
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After the previous installment, I only received some additional information from Werner K. Seeba, and I would like to thank

him for his continued flow of information.

Cover from Hartebeespoortdam, circular ‘T’  mark with manuscript 4c tax. Sent 16th March 1988. Arrived in Pretoria

22 March, label P1/151 added explaining reason for tax. Manuscript number 2861, number of postage due item on

the post office listing.

Cover from Phalaborwa on 2 May 1989 to Excom (arrival 3 May) taxed 4 cent in manuscript in the circular tax mark. Tax paid on

5 May with 2 x 2 cent postage stamp. A label with number 9142 attached (P1/129 B) of the list of postage due items of the post

office.



Page 109 Forerunners #49 (Vol. XVII, No. 3, March-June, 2004)

Author and Subject Index to Volume XVII
aerogrammes 47/11

48/37

aerophilately 47/23

African Pioneer Corps 49/111

airletter sheets 47/11

Anon. 48/63

49/86

49/91

49/110

49/111

APC 49/111

APO 48/40

Ashley’s column 49/87

B.S.A.C 48/43

49/79

Bakker Express 48/48

Bantz. H.-U. 48/50

49/102

Barthse, T. 47/6

47/14

47/20

47/27

48/48

48/59

49/67

49/84

49/101

Bechuanaland 47/11

48/37

48/43

48/63

Bechuanaland British 49/93

BONC 801 49/111

book 47/14

49/91

49/110

Botswana 47/3

47/16

48/37

49/86

British Army Post Office 48/40

British Central Africa 49/78

Cape of Good Hope 48/31

49/111

circular handstamp 49/105

circular T marking 49/105

civil censor 47/21

48/52

color catalogue SA 49/111

color variation 49/112

Cotter-Cairns, A. 47/5

48/62

49/87

due marking 48/53

49/105

elephant 47/16

Ellsworth, J. 49/112

exhibiting 47/27

first and second mail 48/36

FPO 48/40

French, S.R. 48/31

Frescura, F. 48/40

49/73

George 48/52

Harrhy, E. 49/78

Hisey, B. 47/8

48/36

49/67

hut tax token 48/43

Inglefield-Watson, J. 47/11

48/37

index 49/109

interview 47/5

Kasper, J. 48/37

Lodoen, P. 47/3

Magid, P. 47/23

mail interuption 49/73

manuscript marking 48/52

metal token 48/43

49/91

military telegraph 49/93

Miller, C. 47/21

48/52

49/90

modern postal history 48/62

money order 47/8

48/63

newspaper 47/14

official stamp 48/50

Orange Free State 47/8

48/59

49/67

49/84

parcel post 47/14

picture postcard 47/27

Pollard, D. 49/92

postage stamps 48/50

postal convention 47/8

postal development 48/31

postal due 47/16

49/92

postal money order 48/63

postal order 47/8

48/63

49/86

postal rate 47/14

47/20

49/101

postal revenue 47/6

postal stationery 49/67

postcard 49/67

postmark 48/59

49/84

49/87

49/93

49/111

printing 48/37

49/92

realesed handstamp 47/21

revenue document 47/6

revenue stamp 48/50

security printing 49/86

serial number 47/11

Singapore aircraft 47/23

snake 47/3

South Africa 47/21

48/40

48/52

48/53

48/62

49/73

49/90

49/111

49/112

South African War 48/40

49/73

South West Africa 48/50

49/102

Southern Africa 49/91

49/105

stamp design 47/3

Stolk, J. 48/53

49/105

telegrapgh 49/93

Thy, P. 47/11

47/16

48/37

48/43

49/93

token 49/110

topical 49/102

TPO marking 48/59

49/84

Transvaal 47/6

47/14

47/20

48/48

49/101

49/110

traveling post office 48/59

49/84

Visser, Alex 47/5

VRI 49/67

Wakefield survey 47/23

watermark 48/37

wheel tax 49/110

Wilson, R. 49/111

World War II 48/36

49/90

49/92

zebra 47/16

�



Forerunners #49 (Vol. XVII, No. 3, March-June, 2004) Page 110

New Books
Peck, R.C., 2002. The Forgotten Family. A Century of De La Rue postage

Due Stamps. Third Edition. Published by the author at P.O. Box

199, Drummoyne, NSW 1470, Australia.

Dickson, J. and Hanman, K., 2001. The Postal Stationery of Natal. Natal

& Zululand Study Circle.

Hagen, H.S. and Naylor, S.P., 1998. Railway Postal History of South

Africa. Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa, P.O. Box 412505,

Craighall, 2004, South Africa.

Putzel, R. and Visser, A.T., 2003. The Postmarks of Southern Africa,

Volume 10 (final volume). Alex Visser, 212 Ross St., Mayerspark,

0184, South Africa.

Thy, P. and Inglefield-Watson, J., 2004. The Postal Stationery of the

Bechuanalands and Botswana. British Philatelic Trust, London.

Quik, W.J. (ed.), 2003. The History and Postage and Revenue Stamps

of Stellaland - Griqualand West. Flatelistenvereniging Zuidelijk

Afrika, Krimpen A/d IJssel.

Forerunners Forum

Transvaal Wheels Tax token dated 1917. The receipt is made

from pressed brass and measures approximately 2.25" x 3". The

wheel tax was first collected in the Orange Free State in the late

1800s as a means to generate revenue. Horse- and ox-drawn carts

and carriages were  replaced by cars and lorries, and wheel tax

was replaced by vehicle road tax. The brass wheels tax receipt

was very similar to the hut tax token discussed in Forerunners

#48. Can readers show us other examples of metal reciepts?

Wheels Tax Token News from Botswana

Mrs. Margaret Ruda retired at end of 2003 from her post as

manager of Botswana Post’s Philatelic Bureau. Mrs Ruda was

for many years a constant source of information on new Botswana

stamps. Stamp collectors will miss her at the steering wheel, but

wish her a happy retirement. Mrs. Sebego is the new manager.

Botswana Meter Stamps. Gordon Smith of Canada has launched

a new website dedicated to Botswana meter stamps. Visit http://

www3.ns.sympatico.ca/hoddersmith/. Highly recommended if

you are interested in meters or simply enjoy a well done site.

Congratulations to Gordon Smith. See also Forerunners #42.

New Botswana Stamps. On November 12, 2003, was released

a set of four stamps and a minisheet featuring beetles. On

December 23, 2003, was released the fourth Wetlands Series with

Limpopo wildlife (five stamps and a minisheet). There were only

three series of stamps issued in 2003. Botswana Post is preparing

a set of stamps for World Post Day to be issued on October 9.

The designer is Peter Lodoen.

Stamp Advisory Committee. Shiela Case has been appointed

to the committee, probably in replacement of Robert Cowen that

recently left for the UK.

Guide to Graphic File Formats

The Forerunners easily accepts three different graphics file

formats.

JPEG format is a full color raster format supported by most

web browsers and digital cameras. The file size is typically very

small if scanned at 100 to 300 dpi and saved at median resolution.

Compression not recommended. Loss of resolution may occur.

GIF is a web ready raster format using a reduced color palette.

Small color palettes can produce very small file sizes. Ideal for

icons and logos. Also good for stamps for which the color is not

a major issue.

TIFF is good for raster images intended for printing. Supports

RGB, 8-bit grey-scale, or 32-bit CMYK colors. The files are

typically large and does not easily transfer via email. Scan with

between 72 and 300 dpi.
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South African Stamp Colour Catalogue. The 27th edition

(2004/05) of SASCC will be available at the end of April 2004.

Contact the publisher at International Philatelic Services, P.O.

Box 567, Johannesburg 2000, South Africa,

sacolorcat@telkomsa.net.

We prefer either JPEG (=JPG) or GIF formats, but can also

use TIFF (=TIF) format. Because of the often large file size of

TIF files, these should be mailed on CDs. Scan images at

preferable 150 to 300 dpi and save as JPG or GIF files. The finer

details the larger dpi. Thus stamps should be scanned at 300 dpi

and covers and other documents at 150 dpi. Color is preferred.

Proving Cover for

BONC 801
Robert Wilson of St. Michaels, MD,

submits a proving cover for BONC

801. The cover shows three strikes

of ‘801’ and to the left a distinct

Thorn Hill cancel with the date

inpart written by hand (AP 27 96).

Transit markings on the reverse are

Belmont (AP 28) and London (MY

16). The office of use of BONC 801

was not identified by Goldblatt

(1984) and Frescura and Nethersole

(1991). However, Frescura (2002)

list BONC 801 as having been used

in Thornhill with earlist usage FE

10 1896.

The members of the

African  Pioneer Corps were

recruited in the High

Commission Territories of

Basutoland, Swaziland, and

Bechuanaland Protectorate. As

an example, it is estimated

that 10,000 solidiers were

recruited in Bechuanaland

alone.

The pioneers were mostly

employed in construction,

transportion, and guarding.

Later during the war, the

pioneers were also diluted into

artillery groups and found use

as smoke screen companies.

The picture to the left

shows an African company

posing in front of an aircraft

with commander and their

company mascot. The pilots

view the senery from above.

African Pioneer Corps

Can any reader clarify  the origin of the soldiers and aircraft? Where did the soldiers come from (High Commission Territories

or perhaps central Africa)? Is it a RAF of UDF aircraft that is shown? Can readers also clarify whether UDF recruited Africans

into pioneer companies? Write the Editor with information.



Forerunners #49 (Vol. XVII, No. 3, March-June, 2004) Page 112

The Market Place

Bophuthatswana used. Wish to trade for used in/off cover,

including revenues and postal stationery. Have all Homelands

used, some mint and older general worldwide to trade. Write

Will Ross, 4120 Schuylkill Dr., Calabasas, CA 91302.

South West Africa postal stationery. I am seaking pre-1969

items. Please send offer to Jan Stolk, Waterhoenlaan 24, B-9120

Melsele, Belgium; janstolk@belgacom.net.

Mafeking covers. Want to purchase or trade for covers to/from,

or through Mafeking, 1885 to present. Send photocopies, prices

or trade want list to Frederick Lawrence, 658 W. Douglas Ave.,

Gilbert, AZ 85233-3219; ieconsulting@cox.net.

South African Postage Due Covers. Looking for postage due

mail from and to South Africa, all periods welcome. Please send

offers to Jan Stolk, Waterhoenlaan 24, B-9120 Melsele, Belgium;

janstolk@belgacom.net.

OFS Volume in preparation - your assistance needed. Bob Hisey

and Tim Bartshe are looking for OFS telegraph postal history

items, documents, stamps, and postmarks for the next volume in

their Orange Free State monograph series. If you can help, please

contact Bob Hisey at 7227 Sparta Road, Sebring, FL 33872, USA,

or email bobhisey@comcast.net.

Commercial Ad Rate Schedule
Premium position (cover):

1/2 page: single issue - $45, annual $120

1/1 page: single issue - $75, annual $200

Non-premium position:

1/8 page: single issue - $10, annual $25

1/4 page: single issue - $15, annual $40

1/3 page: single issue - $20, annual $55

1/2 page: single issue - $30, annual $75

1/1 page: single issue - $45, annual $120

Small non-member ad $1 per column line (approximately 50 characters).

Mail camera ready ad to the Editor and payment to the Treasurer.

There is a 20 % discount for commercial ads run for at least two-year.

Bechuanaland and Botswana postal stationery. Used, stamped

and unstamped, stationery from any territory and any period are

needed for collection and exhibit. Send offer to Peter Thy, P.O.

Box 73112, Davis, CA 95617 or email thy@kronestamps.dk.

Postmarks. Specialist collector seeks trading partners and

unsorted low value duplicates in quantity. I collect pre-Union to

1935. Anything later is available to swap with you. Please contact

before sending material. Ashley Cotter-Cairns, P.O. Box 603,

Hudson, QC, JOP 1HO, Canada, or email acottercairns-

@hotmail.com.

Join the American Philatelic Society. Membership applications

and benefits information: APS P.O. Box 8000, State College, PA

16803, USA.

Journal Advertising Manager Sought. Join the journal team.

No experiences needed - just desire and commitment. Ongoing

support and assistance from the Editor and Society Board

Members. Contact Bill Brooks, P.O. Box 4158, Cucamonga, CA

91729-4158 or email bbrooks@hss.sbcounty.gov.

Send request for your free non-dealer membership ad to the Editor. Only one ad

per issue per member. Ads will run for 3 issues unless specified otherwise. Limits

of 40 words plus name and postal and email addresses.

Advertisement Manager Needed
Our Society is in much need for a volunteer advertizement

manager. Advertisements, large or small, have in the past

contributed significantly to the financial health of our Society

and has allowed us to add extra pages to the journal.

Unfortunately, with the next issue, if not already, we have lost

all our long time advertisers. We need somebody to take charge

of our ‘advertizing department.’ Somebody with the necessary

outgoing initiative. What is required is to contact past and

potential new advertisers. Also required is a review of our

advertizement schedule. All the needed support will be provided

by the Editors and Treasurer. Please contact Bill Brooks or Peter

Thy if you are interested. Don’t forget that it is vital to our Society

and directly supports the quality of our journal.

Color Variation on South Africa

1961 Definitives
Jim Ellsworth from Mojave, CA, writes to report large color

variation on SA Scott 256. He has observed distinct red-carmine

to intermediate reddish-brown colors on the 11/2c Afrikaner Bull.

The Handbook Catalogue of the Republic (Philatelic Fereration

of Southern Africa, Johannesburg) lists several printings between

1961 and 1971. The color scheme it uses varies from light brown

and reddish-brown, over lake-brown and light purple,  to chestnut

and light purple, and chocolate and light claret. Can anybody

help with information of color variation and printings of the first

definitive series of RSA?








