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Front Illustration:

The smallest butterfly occurring in Southern Africa, the Dwarf Blue,
appeared on a stamp part of the 2007 definitive Botswans series
featuring butterflys. The stamp design was based on a photograph
taken not far from Gaborone. The Dwarf Blue was once thought to be
the smallest butterfly in the world, but a slightly smaller butterfly has
now been found in Afghanistan. The standard postage denomination
is a first for Botswana.
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Editorial Notes

New Printing Format for Forerunners

It keeps surprising the me each time a new issues are ready for
printing. When I start the preparation, the files are basically empty.
Still each time it slowly fills itself (it appears). We can as usual
this time enjoy a long list of feature articles, speciality columns,
and items of interest. Highlight articles include women in the
Cape colonial postal services by Franco Frescura, a spectacular
‘miserable’ Kanye cover by Peter Lodoen, care of philatelic
collections by David Beech, and the 1987 ‘Helderberg’ aircraft
disaster by Neville Polakow. This latter reminded the Editor of
a memorable flight just a few years later on the identical route
across Madagascar, with landing on Mauritius to refuel, on to
Taipei, and continuing to Tokyo (and back to Johannesburg).
Fortunately, nobody told me about the ‘Helderberg’ accident!
Specialist columns are this time only represented by the
continuation of Jan Stolk’s tax mark survey. The observant reader
will have noted that few specialist columns has recently appeared.
This is intentional - most traditional columns have appeared as
feature articles. Left are only Stolk’s tax mark surveys and Bantz’s
thematic SWA articles. Smaller items of interest include SA postal
order used in Bechuanaland, UPU reply coupons, and South
African easy airletter. Finally, included is also the usual author
and subject index for current volume XXI. In a provocative short
article, the Editor discusses the dilemma of absentee exhibitors
and internet exhibiting, like on the EXPONET. It is hoped that
this piece will create responses.
This issue contains 42 pages, including the cover filled by
11 larger articles, each of one or more pages, occupying a total
of 29 pages. Of these 29 pages, as much as 15 pages have been
written by non-society members. The remaining 14 pages are
written by society members (including the Editor who this time
is responsible for five pages). An all-in-all reasonable mixture,
although the Editor at times could wish for a bit more active
readership. All too rarely do I receive complains and/or praise,
as well as smaller items and news reports. From reading other
specialist journals, it seems that most are written by a few
people often including the editor. It is my impression that we
in this respect are doing quite fine by being able to showcase a
diverse authorship. But please let the Editor have your smaller
contributions (stamp/cover of interest, book review, new literature
listing, show reports, requests for information, work in progress,
and new stamp issues).
Finally, note the following announcement about a new
printing format. The only way you can derail my plans is to
respond.

In a previous issue, I detailed my intention of changing the
printing format for Forerunners. Since no objections have since
been received, I must assume that my plans were overwhelming approved by the membership. Thus, after the conclusion of
the current volume (XXI) with this issue, the format will be
changed to one of direct printing on letter-sized paper instead
of using an oversized paper and thereafter folding to the present format. The benefits are that the printing expenses can be
significantly reduced by using a cheaper paper size (particularly
the card cover) and eliminating the folding. This will also give
bigger flexibility in the page numbers (multiples of 2 instead as
now of 4). It will also greatly expand the possible colors of the
card cover that I plan to alternate on a volume basis between
two or three colors. This move will result in a journal that has
been produced basically in the same way as most other small
specialist society journal we like to compare us with (Cape &
Natal Philatelic Journal, Runner Post, Springbok, and Transvaal
Philatelist). Currently, only the Rhodesian and Orange Free
State study circles use an oversized and folded paper size for
the production of their journals. The editorial work will not be
affected, however, it may pave the road for a future transition
to color printing of Forerunners. Now is the last call for voicing
your views.

The deadline for the next issue will be October 15, 2008. Please let me have
your contributions - small or large - as soon as possible.
Instructions for Manuscript Submissions
Manuscripts should be sent to the appropriate member of the Editorial Board or
directly to one of the Editors. Electronic versions of submissions are preferred
either embedded in an email message, email attachments or on a floppy disk or
CD. MS Word files are preferred. Avoid complex tables, unless in text format.
Illustrations should be scanned at least at 150 dpi and submitted in tif, gif, or
jpg formats. Illustrations should not be embedded in manuscript files. Contact
the Editors if you have any questions and your submission requires special
attention. Needless to say, good old fashioned typed or written manuscripts
and photocopies can still be submitted and are most welcome.
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Society Affairs
The Forerunners is the official journal of the Philatelic Society
for Greater Southern Africa. The journal is published three times
per year for the periods July/October, November/February, and
March/June. Subscription to the Forerunners is included in the
membership fees to the Philatelic Society for Greater Southern
Africa (PSGSA). The membership fees are $25 to North America
and $30 by air to Europe and southern Africa. A sample copy of
Forerunners is available from the Editor for $9. Presentation issue
can be freely downloaded together with application form from
psgsa.thestampweb.com. Advertising rates can be found in the
Market Place section. Payment options are (1) check drawn on
a US bank and made payable to PSGSA, (2) £ Sterling checks
made payable to Bob Hisey, (3) US $ or £ Sterling bank notes at
the current exchange rates and mailed at the sender’s own risk, or
(4) PayPal plus $2 fee to the Society Treasurer at dmcnamee@aol.
com. All membership fees and other payments should be mailed
directly to the Treasurer. All communications about membership,
subscriptions, publications, activities, and services of the Society
should be sent to the Secretary.
Back Issues Available
Back issues of the Forerunners are in stock and available for purchase. These
are listed by whole number: #1-4, 6-9, 11-17, 22-27, 28/29,* and 30-57. The
price per copy is #1-3, $2; #4, $4, #6-11, $3; #12-13, $4; #14-15, $5; #16-17,
$6; #22-27, $7; #28/29, $10; #30-33, $7; #34-61, $9. Prices include shipping by
lowest rate. Many back issues only exist in few remaining copies. Send orders
to the Editor together with payment. * Combined as a British Africa Anthology with articles
from 15 speciality groups celebrating PSGSA’s 10th Anniversary during PACIFIC 97.
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President’s Corner
Greetings once again from Ontario, where I was able to put on
my shorts and sandals, as it is 80° outside today. I hope summer
has arrived, as we have had some seriously cold weather of late,
down to 4° one night.
My wife Barbara and I have just returned from the ROYAL
2008 show in Quebec City. This is the annual show of the Royal
Philatelic Society of Canada and I had to attend a couple of
meetings. It was good fun, but visiting Quebec is like going to
a foreign country, as there is no English displayed anywhere
except on the breakfast menu at the hotel, which had an English
translation under the menu items. Added to that, they put some
of the directional road signs on the left hand side of the driving
lanes – most confusing. However, the people are very friendly
and I was able to get by with what I remembered of high school
French. I could not manage “six-piece chicken mcnuggets”
however! The exhibits were quite interesting, with plenty on
Canadian philately, as one would expect. However, there was an
airmail section and there were two exhibits of interest to African
philatelists. The first was “The Empire Airmail Scheme” in eight
frames and the second was “Imperial Airways in Africa” in five
frames. Both were very well done and earned vermeil medals.
Next week we are leaving for the annual ATA show in
Portland, Oregon, taking a week to drive to the West. This has

been our annual trek combined with a holiday for many years
and we enjoy driving across the States very much, trying to find
places en route that we have not visited. It is getting harder, as
we seem to have been in every location where the scenery is
magnificent. Elizabeth Hisey, our ex-Treasurer’s wife will be
there with an exhibit and I had hoped to see Tim Bartshe, who is
also exhibiting, but he e-mailed me to say he could not make it.
One odd thing happened last week. I received a letter from a
fellow in Illinois who asked me if we sold stamps, and if so, he
needed a couple of items from South Africa! I have no idea what he
thought a society was, but I wrote him a nice letter explaining our
purpose and interests and that I had tried a local dealer – without
success!
I feel that our Society is in good shape, as there has been
little traffic between the members of the executive, although I
suppose, like me, they are all wondering what on earth is going
to happen in Africa in the future. The situation in South Africa is
really bad at the moment and the goings-on in Zimbabwe hardly
bear thinking about. I know that Colonialism is usually given a
bad name, but I wonder if the population of these areas was not
a bit better off under that system.
Well, I think that is enough ruminating for the time being and
I still have quite a bit of work to do for the show.
Until next time ...

One-Frame Team Competition

New Members and Address Changes

A one-frame team competition has for some time been part
of AmeriStamp Expo. The third annual competition was sponsored by AAPE (American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors)
in 2008 at AmeriStamp Expo in Charlotte, NC. The remarkabe
thing about this specific event is not only the competition, but
the observation that the winning five-man team included three
prominent PSGSA members and officers. This is clearly documented ny the ‘official’ photo shown here (from The Philatelic
Exhibitor #86, p. 8). The winners are Ron Strawser (Belgian
Congo Mols issue of 1898-1921), David McNamee (Tasmania registered postal stationery), Kent
Wilson (Geologic history of Yellowstone Park), Joe Crosby (Advertising
covers and cards from the Oklahoma
and Indian Territory, 1841-1907), and
Tim Bartshe (Registration macrophily of the South African Republic,
1881-1900). Of these, Strawser is our
secretary, McNamee is our treasurer,
and Bartshe is society director with
responsibility for the library and archives (and also our past auctioner).
Congratulations to the whole team.

New member Howard Selzer (Des Plaines, IL). His main
interests are Zimbabwe, Rhodesia, Zambia, and Zaire.
Jan Stolk has reminded us all to use his new email address
jan.stolk@telenet.be.
Morgan Farrell reminds us that his email address is mtf3@
usfamily.net.
All address and email changes should be reported to David
McNamee to be properly corrected on the membership list. This will
assure arrival of the Forerunners in the mail without delay. If you want
your new address and email also to be included in the Forerunners,
please advise the editor.

Left to right: Ron Strawser, David
McNamee, Joe Crosby, Tim Bartshe. Not present Kent Wilson.

Page 83

Forerunners #61 (Vol. XXI, No. 3, March-June 2008)

Stampshow Pretoria 2008
This year’s Stampshow will be held in Pretoria, 23 to 25
October. The venue will be the Rautenbach Hall at the University of Pretoria. The following is reported by Paul van Zeyl
(paulvz@mweb.co.za).
Day 1 - Thursday, 23/10: 09:00 to 20:00. Official Opening will
be at 16:00 (serving also as a cocktail party).
Day 2 - Friday, 24/10: 09:00 to 20:00. The PFSA Congress (in
Senate Hall, Admin. Building) starts an hour earlier than the
exhibition opening. For details, contact Secretary Jill Redmond
at pfsasec@mweb.co.za.
Day 3 - Saturday, 25/10: 09:00 to 15:00. Palmares (cost R150
per person) will be held at Tuks in the attractive and fully secure Club Hall. Please also note that exhibits will only be taken
down on the next day, commencing at 08:00. Rugby enthusiasts
will be aware that the Currie Cup final will probably take place
a few meters away on that day at Loftus Versveld!
Dealer stands
There will be only 20 stands, made available on a “first
come” basis. Foreign dealers should contact Paul van Zeyl regarding payment in Pounds. Stand erection will take place Sunday (19/10), starting at 11:00. Dealer stand prices have been
reduced to R1,900 (£130) from last year’s R2,500 per stand.
Exhibition memorabilia
There will be a special exhibition cover, a cancellation and a
4-stamp Cinderella miniature sheet. An exhibition brochure will
also be produced, one copy of which will be handed to attendees
at the entrance. Apart from the usual data, there will also be
articles on “Kruger’s Pretoria” and “110 years of the Pretoria
Philatelic Society”. Contact Paul van Zeyl for dealer advertising.
Extension of date for exhibit entries
Provisional entries can be submitted up to 31/05. Applications can be forwarded via the PFSA website, philatelysa.co.za;
alternatively e-mail them to Chairman Visser at alex.visser@
up.ac.za. Please note that exhibits must be in the chairmann’s
hands by 15/10.

Report from the Treasurer
Profit and Loss September 1, 2007, through April 23, 2008
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
$
Donations
180.00
Membership Dues
1,820.00
Total Income
2,000.00
Expense
Awards
Bank Service Charges
Journal Expenses
Total Expenses
Net Ordinary Income

27.75
1.03
672.27
701.05
1,298.95
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Other Income/Expense
Other Income
Books and CD Sale
Interest Income
Journal Advertising Sales
Total Other Income
Net Other Income/Expenses

20.00
42.01
280.00
342.01
342.01

Net Income

1,640.96

Balance Sheet as of April 23. 2008
Assets
Current Assets
Checking/Savings
Accounts Receivable
Total Current Accounts
Total Assets

6,490.96
90.00
6,580.96
6,580.96

Liabilities and Equity
Equity
Opening Balance Equity
Net Income
Total Equity

4,940.00
1,640.96
6.580.96

Total Liabilities and Equity

6,580.96

Resignation
It is with regret that we have received the resignation of Ashley Cotter-Cairns. Ashley served for a long time on the Society’s
Board of Directors with special responsibility for marketing and
advertising. In addition, he took it on himself to perform the
rather tedious job of proof reading each issue of Forerunners after the Editor had given up. Ashley quotes his growing website
business and not the least his three young sons as the main reason for his decision. We wish him all the best of luck, but look
forward to see him again among our ranks when his sons finally
have graduated from college and home. We know that he still
has retained important parts of his postmark collection and may
just be waiting for the right opportunity. The Editor nevertheless
in the meantime will welcome his articles.

Exchange Journals
Our Society has always had several exchange agreements
with other southern Africa philatelic societies. We mail them
our journal and in exchange get a copy of their journal. Recently
we went over our mailing list and contacted all societies that we
thought we had an agreement with. To our surprise some societies
did not reply to our request for verification or claimed ignorance
of any arrangements. Other pointed out that there were no need
for an exchange since typically the editor of their journal was a
member of PSGSA. The result is that our exchange arrangements
has been reduced to the Springbok (Eddie Bridges, SACS editor),
Bartolomeu Dias (Jan Stolk, FVZA secratary), SWA Stamp Study
Group (Uli Bantz, editor), and Transvaal Philatelist (Andrew
Higson, editor). Let the Editor know if somebody has been
overlooked.
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Women in the Cape Colonial Post Office
by Franco Frescura
It is probably safe to assume that the Cape Post Office
was a product of its time, and that it was neither more nor less
discriminatory of women than the greater part of the society
it served. Throughout its 118-year colonial history, its senior
management staff remained exclusively male, and although it
is not known at what stage women began to work at the GPO
in Cape Town, it seems likely that, until 1910 their numbers
remained relatively low. Sir Somerset French, Cape Postmaster
General from 1892 to 1908, did not oppose the employment
of women but, as a matter of policy, would not countenance it
where they were forced to share the same office space as male
employees. This might explain the creation of a Women’s Branch
at the GPO, although the exact location of its premises, the nature
of its duties, and what protocols it followed in its dealings with
male colleagues are not known.

have been close to 70 years old. Although Caldwell died in Cape
Town on 2 July 1816, at the age of 58, his wife continued to
provide lodgings at their old house at 7 Bergh Street, as well as at
30 Strand Street, while also retaining her position as postmaster
at Stellenbosch,
Mary Biggar was born in England in about 1781 and married
Capt Alexander Biggar in about 1800. Over the next twenty years
she bore him eleven children, the last of whom was born aboard
the Weymouth en route to the Cape, which they reached on 15
May 1820. After the death of her husband in Zululand in 1839
she settled in Port Elizabeth where she was appointed postmaster
on 17 December 1840, a position she held until her retirement in
1852. She died in Grahamstown on 9 February 1855, at the age of
74. Her grandson, John Dunn, subsequently gained dubious fame
in Zululand as a trader, a hunter, and finally as the betrayer of his

Miss Walton of Van Wyk’s Vlei Post Office. St. Martin’s-Le-Grand, July 1900, p. 267.

EARLY YEARS
Women began to be appointed to the Cape Post Office as early
as 1808, when Catharina Hendrina Caldwell, nee Bletterman,
wife of Deputy Postmaster General, William Caldwell, was
appointed postmaster of Stellenbosch. She had married Caldwell
on 12 February 1796, less than a month after his arrival at the
Cape and, not only did she bear him two daughters, but also
appears to have taken an active hand in her husband’s business
affairs. For the next twenty years, the Caldwells led a busy,
and even convoluted, business life, running in rapid sequence a
warehouse, a hotel, a retail store and a boarding house, another
boarding house, a general merchandise store and an agency
for a London property firm. Catharina, who must have been a
vigorous and enterprising woman, was appointed postmaster at
Stellenbosch on 8 May 1808, with Mrs AC Hudson as her deputy.
She filled this post for the next 38 years, with only a brief break
in 1829, and retired from the Post Office in 1846, when she must

Forerunners #61 (Vol. XXI, No. 3, March-June 2008)

benefactor, King Chetshwayo. Unlike many other postmasters
of her time, Mary Biggar had no other commercial interests, and
during her tenure, used her home in Chapel Lane as the town’s
post office. Although she did move once, on 2 July 1845, this
was to another house, only a few doors down the street.
CONSOLIDATION AND DEVELOPMENT
When the English took over the colonial administration
of the Cape in 1806, their settlement initially tended to follow
the patterns of expansion previously established by the Dutch,
focusing primarily upon the more fertile western and southern
Cape, with a limited and highly scattered population of migrant
herders in the arid interior. This region had originally been
inhabited by clans of Khoikhoi migrant pastoralists and huntergatherers who, by the 1750s, had been largely decimated by
disease, famine and a deliberate policy of genocide by the Dutch.
Thus, although it was not as fertile as the Eastern Cape, life in
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the Karoo was not as perilous as it was on the eastern frontier,
and the area was not subject to conflicting land claims.
By 1806 the region was largely inhabited by scattered families
of Dutch herders, who had by now supplanted the indigenous
Khoi, and by 1840 only four major villages had been established
in the Karoo, at Graaff-Reinet (founded in 1786), Cradock
(1816), Beaufort West (1820) and Colesberg (1830). In 1836 the
northward migration of some 20,000 dissident Dutch from the
colony, created a vacuum that the British were not slow to fill,
particularly once the advantages of its climate became known
among those suffering from consumption. As a result the region
became the focus of more systematic agricultural activity, and
over the next forty years, some 41 major villages were established,
18 of these in the 1870-80 period. In the colonial nomenclature
of the time, most of these were described as “towns”, although
it was plainly absurd to give this title to a place having little
more than one thousand inhabitants. By 1875 the Census had
shown that Graaff-Reinet, the largest of these settlements, had
4562 residents, Cradock had 1712, Beaufort West had 1585, and
Colesberg had 1312. In general only about 40% of this population
could be considered to be literate and numerate.
It follows therefore that, outside the major centers of urban
habitat, the Post Office could draw its staff from only a limited
pool of skills and labour. Given these constraints, and despite its
prevailing patriarchal corporate culture, the Colonial Post Office
had to accept the entry of women into its ranks, and in time came
to offer career prospects to young women which neither business,
nor other branches of the civil service, could match. Provided
a woman was not averse to the relatively slow pace of life in a
small town or village, the Post Office could provide its female
postmasters with relative independence of action, high social
status in the community, a salary comparable to that of their male
counterparts, experience in the management and running of a
small business, and security of tenure. In a society where women
were subjected to a high degree of social constraint, the Post
Office offered their female employees the opportunity of frequent
travel and movement between one posting and the next.
Judging by the Civil Establishment Blue Books, there were
a number of women who chose to lead an adventurous and
less sedentary life. Miss A Krynauw, for example, moved no
less than eight times in ten years, starting off at Doorn River in
1898, moving on to Riebeek Kasteel in 1899, Schoemanshoek
and Zuurbraak in 1903, River Zonder End and Gordon’s Bay in
1905, and Schoemanshoek in 1908. Her sister, not wishing to
be outdone, served at seven post offices in five years. A similar
career was followed by Mrs MA Keys, who between 1887, when
she first entered postal employment, until 1903, when she finally
moved to East London, served as postmaster at eight post offices.
Miss MM Brown joined the Post Office in 1885 when she was
appointed the postmaster at Douglas, she then served at sixteen
other establishments located in the Karoo, in the northern and
in the western Cape, before finally moving to Libodi, in the
Transkei, in 1907. Misses KS Burke, Leonora Marchiano, M
O’Kennedy, Johanna Walton and M Grobbelaar all led similar,
well-travelled and presumably adventurous lives.
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SOME PERSONALITIES OF NOTE
Between 1792 and 1910 the Cape Post Office employed some
3600 persons in the capacity of postmaster. Of these less than 10%
were women. Their number, therefore, was not statistically high.
However, given the fact that many of the smaller country post
offices were associated with family businesses, and that many
assistant postmasters and postal clerks were women, it stands
to reason that they played a far greater role in the affairs of the
Colonial Post Office than the figures would lead us to believe.
Because of the nature of a colonial frontier society, many of these
would have been intelligent, enterprising and highly motivated,
and it should be no surprise, therefore, that a number of the postal
workers who performed noteworthy service during the South
African War of 1899-1902 were women.
Miss Patience A Burke, for example, acted as postmaster
at Garies from 1 April 1892 through to 1 April 1903. On 12
September 1901 Republican forces entered the village and
ransacked its post office, inflicting extensive damage upon its
establishment. Despite the presence of Republican soldiers in her
office, she had the presence of mind to save some of her mails,
although the remainder of the post, as well as some stores, were
set alight and destroyed. Thereafter she was detained as a prisoner
in her quarters under armed guard.
Mrs Sarah Glueck began her career in the Post Office as a
postal assistant at Lady Grey, in the division of Aliwal North,
in 1897, and by 1899 had been promoted to the position of its
postmaster. On 14 November 1899, at the outset of the South
African War, a small group of irregular Republican troops from
the OFS, together with some local sympathizers, attempted
to affix a Proclamation of Annexation to the Lady Grey post
office notice board, and demanded its keys from its postmaster.
Mrs Glueck not only refused to oblige, but replaced the
proclamation with a notice of her own, reminding Cape citizens
of their loyalty to the British Crown. On 19th November the
Republican forces returned in greater numbers, and despite her
vigorous protestations, they took over her offices. Following
their withdrawal from the village in March 1900 the postal and
communication infrastructure of the north-eastern districts of the
Cape was only re-established with difficulty. Owing to a shortage
of qualified personnel in this region the postmaster at Herschel
was delegated to travel with the military to Barkly East to re-open
its telegraph office. In his absence, his work was undertaken by
Mrs Glueck and, for a time, she travelled the distance between
Lady Grey and Barkly East on horseback on a daily basis, and
served the postal and telegraphic needs of both communities. Her
efforts did not go unnoticed, and in his report to Parliament for
1899 the Postmaster General singled her out for her work and
made special mention of the manner in which she safeguarded
official property during the course of the Republican invasion.
Most importantly, the actions of Sarah Glueck at the start of
the war seized the imagination of the public, and once the story
reached the British press, her courage was given international
coverage: poems were written about her, and pictures of her were
sold in their thousands throughout the Empire.
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Miss Johanna C Walton, appears to have been a person of
similar temperament. When the South African War broke out
in October 1899, she was the postmaster at Van Wyk’s Vlei, a
small village in the heart of the Carnarvon district, in the northern
Cape. Despite its isolated locality, Republican forces appear to
have conceived an irrational antipathy towards this post office,
and during the course of the South African War they sacked it on
three separate occasions. On 13 March 1900 a group of about 20
Republican sympathizers entered the village and demanded that
Miss Walton hand over the keys to her establishment. Much to
their surprise, she not only refused to do so, but also stood her
ground, taunting them with the words “Shoot, coward, and kill
me”. Despite her bold action, she was forcibly removed from
the premises, and her telegraph equipment was stolen. On 12
February 1901 Republican troops, probably under Gen Barry
Hertzog, entered Van Wyk’s Vlei and ransacked her post office,
inflicting extensive damage upon its premises. On 28 August
1901 Dutch commandos looted the post office for a third time
and, obviously tiring of this repetitious ritual, for good measure
they also burnt it down together with the village’s public offices.
In her efforts to safeguard government property, Miss Walton
once again put up a courageous resistance to the Dutch, but she
was ultimately forced to abandon her post when fire began to
engulf her premises. Obviously mindful of the courage she had
shown under fire, after the war the Cape Post Office seconded
Walton to a series of more convenient postings closer to Cape
Town, where she continued to work until her retirement on
pension in 1908.
Another person of note was Mrs Scott, the daughter of Robert
Hart of Glen Avon, England, and a wealthy widow in her own
right. She emigrated to South Africa in about 1862, probably as
a volunteer worker for the London Missionary Society, and soon
thereafter joined the Rev Richard Birt at his mission station at
Peelton, near King William’s Town. In July 1862 she took on
the position of postmaster, and continued to fulfill these duties
for free until 1878. She married Birt in 1873.
CONCLUSIONS
It would be easy to dismiss the role played by women in the
development of a postal infrastucture in the Cape during the
colonial era. Their number was, after all, hardly large, and were
it not for the heroic roles that Johanna Walton and Sarah Glueck
played during the South African War, it seems probable that little
would have otherwise been known of them today. Thanks to the
Military their actions were recorded and brought to the attention
of Parliament, and are thus recorded for posterity. However
there must be many similar stories of the life of a postmaster in
a small platteland community that have been handed down as
part of family folklore, but which have been lost through lack of
documentation. Personal histories are an important part of our
development as a family, as a people, and as a nation, and unless
we are willing to record them, a little of our heritage is lost every
time that one of us joins the ranks of the ancestors.

Forerunners #61 (Vol. XXI, No. 3, March-June 2008)

LISTING OF WOMEN POSTAL OFFICIALS
ABBOTT, Mary A, Postmaster at Hopetown, 16 January 1865
ADAMS, Mrs Margaret, Postmaster at Windvogelberg, 1 November 1863
ALCOCK, Mrs Frances, Postmaster at Simonstown, 29 November 1811;
Uitenhage, 19 March 1823
ALCOCK, Mrs Harriet H, Postmaster at Uitenhage, 2 June 1853
ALTENSTED, Miss ML, Postmaster at Adderley Street, Port Elizabeth, 1
February 1909
ANDERSON, Mrs H, Postmaster at Somerset East, 1 March 1873; Spring
Valley, 1 October 1900
ARMSTRONG, Mrs E, Postmaster at Wynberg, 6 March 1851
ASCHEN, Miss MA, also listed as ASCHMAN, Postmaster at Stal Street,
Cape Town, 1 March 1891; Stal Street, Cape Town, 8 March 1899
ATTWELL, Miss J, Postmaster at Salem, 1 June 1902
ATTWELL, Miss O, Postmaster at Salem, 1 December 1908
BAILIE, Jane A, Postmaster at Alice, 25 March 1862
BARKER, Mrs S, Postmaster at Molen River, 1 July 1876
BARNARD, Mrs MJ, Postmaster at Villiersdorp, 25 June 1900; Philadelphia,
14 April 1903
BEKKER, Miss ME, Postmaster at Bolotwa, 1 April 1901; Jamestown, 1
February 1903; East London Jetty, 1 April 1903; Jamestown, 1 May 1903;
Clarkebury, 1 March 1905; Cofimvaba, 1 December 1905
BELL, Mrs RCE, Postmaster at Napier, 14 January 1878
BELSHAW, Ellen, Postmaster at Genadendal, 6 January 1858
BENNETT, Miss Kate, Postmaster at Kenilworth, Cape Town, 1 April 1895;
Clerk in charge of Telephone Exchange, GPO, Cape Town, in about 1909
BERGMAN, Mrs GC, Postmaster at Caledon, 1 October 1823; Simonstown,
25 March 1830
BERRINGTON, Miss Ch, Postmaster at Kowie West, 1 September 1853
BESTER, Miss HJ, Postmaster at Genadendal, 1 July 1906
BIERMANN, Miss AJ, Postmaster at Van Wyk’s Vlei, 1 January 1906
BIGGAR, Mrs Mary, Postmaster at Port Elizabeth, 17 December 1840
BIRT, J, also listed as Widow R BIRT, Postmaster and field-cornet at Gwelegha
River, 1 October 1870
BLATHERWICK, Miss JF, Postmaster at Vredenburg, 1 February 1904; Kuils
River, 1 April 1906
BOLTMAN, Mrs C, Postmaster at Wynberg, 9 June 1837
BORCHERDS, Miss M, Postmaster at Aberdeen, Division of Aberdeen, 1 May
1878
BOSCH, Miss C, also listed as M BOSCH, Postmaster at Riebeek East, 1
January 1896; Waverley Siding, 1 December 1902; Balfour, 1 July 1905
BOTES, Miss CF, Postmaster at Dam’s Laagte, 1 January 1901; Albertinia, 1
October 1908
BOWE, Mary A, Postmaster at Hondeklip Bay, 1 October 1869
BOYES, Mrs Sarah, Postmaster at Plumstead, 1 October 1841; Wynberg, 1
November 1841
BROADWAY, Mrs A, Postmaster at Kuils River, 1 January 1863
BROWN, Miss MM, Postmaster at Douglas, 1 July 1885; Campbell, 1
September 1886; Douglas, 15 January 1891; Campbell, 1 May 1892;
Britstown, 1893; Griquatown, 1 June 1893; Sutherland, 1 August 1893;
French Hoek, 1 December 1893; Griquatown, 1 May 1894; Seymour, 1
October 1895; Tsomo, 1 December 1895; Springbokfontein, 1 January
1899; Middledrift, 1 October 1902; Kuruman, 1 March 1906; Marydale, 1
November 1906; Libodi, 1 December 1907
BROWNING, Mrs ME, Postmaster at Fort Beaufort, 1 April 1871; East
London, 24 June 1874; West Bank, East London, 1 June 1877
BURKE, Miss KS, Postmaster at Greyton, 1 September 1904; Barrydale,
1 February 1906; Grabouw, 1 May 1906; Houw Hoek, 1 August 1908;
Barrydale, 1 October 1909
BURKE, Miss Patience A, Postmaster at Garies, 1 April 1892;
Springbokfontein, 1 April 1903.
BYRNE, Mrs FM, Postmaster at Bell, 25 June 1900
CADLE, Mrs Hannah, Postmaster at Witteklip, 1 July 1864
CAITHNESS, Mrs P, Postmaster at Simonstown, 18 March 1844
CALDWELL, Mrs Catharina. Postmaster at Stellenbosch, 8 May 1808
CALLAGHAN, Honora, Postmaster at Voor Hantam, 16 August 1865
CAMPBELL, Mrs Mary Anne, Postmaster at Fort Beaufort, 1 October 1846
CAMPBELL, Sarah LC, Postmaster at Alice, 16 March 1872
CENTLIVRES, Ms E, Postmaster at Hanover, 1 September 1871
CILLERS, Ms JD, Postmaster at Wellington, 1 November 1877

Page 88

CILLERS, Susannah, Postmaster at Wellington, 1 November 1867
CILLERS, Ms SS, Postmaster at Wellington, 1 January 1874
COCKER, Miss AM, also listed as AW, Postmaster at River Zonder End, 1
September 1902; Philadelphia, 1 July 1904
COETZEE, Mrs M, Postmaster at Krakeel River, 1 October 1876
COLE, Mrs Louisa, Postmaster at Piquetberg, 1 May 1885
COLEGATE, Miss Florence, Postmaster at Lawrence Street, Port Elizabeth, 1
July 1886
COLLARD, Mrs TW, Postmaster and field-cornet at Petersburg, 14 February
1867, deceased while in office
COLLINS, Miss Emily, also listed as COLLIER, Postmaster at Murraysburg,
1 May 1885; Alice, 1 March 1887; French Hoek, 1 December 1894; Postal
assistant, third class, Burghersdorp, 16 February 1899
CORNELIUS, Miss M, Postmaster at Peiserton, 1 December 1907
COSGROVE, Elizabeth, Postmaster at Nanaga, 26 May 1860
COURTENAY, Mrs L, Postmaster at Simonstown, 1 July 1847
COWAN, Ellen, Postmaster at Victoria West, 1 July 1862
COWARD, Mrs MA, Postmaster at Alice, 1 April 1886; Seymour, 1 February
1888
CUMMING, Miss, Postmaster at Emgwali, 1 October 1875
DAVIE, Mrs, Postmaster at Prieska, 1 July 1890
DEACON, Maria, Postmaster at Alexandria, 23 September 1858
DE BRUYN, Miss CE, Acting postmaster at Zuurbraak, 1 December 1902;
Doorn River, 1 April 1903; Schoemanshoek, 1 December 1903; Barrydale,
1 May 1906
DE BRUYN, Miss JL, Acting postmaster at Zuurbraak, 1 April 1903;
Schoemanshoek, 1 October 1903; Doorn River, 1 December 1903;
Herbertsdale, 1 May 1905
DELGAIRNS, Mrs Agnes, Postmaster at Knysna, 1 May 1854
DEVENISH, Miss EM, Postmaster at Omdraai’s Vlei, 1 October 1899
DEVENISH, Miss FJ, Postmaster at Omdraai’s Vlei, 1 November 1908
DE VILLIERS, Miss A, Postmaster at River Zonder End, 1 September 1906
DE VILLIERS, Miss AT, Postmaster at Durbanville, 1 March 1890
DE VILLIERS, Miss HA, Postmaster at Genadendal, 1 July 1904; Elim, 1 July
1905
DE VILLIERS, Mrs HM, Postmaster at Riebeek West, 1 March 1894
DE VILLIERS, Miss JE, Postmaster at Elim, 1 October 1906
DE VILLIERS, Miss JF, Postmaster at Durbanville, 20 January 1900
DE VRIES, Catharina S, Postmaster at Clanwilliam, 1 June 1866
DE VRIES, Mrs NA, Postmaster at Clanwilliam, 1 March 1874
DE WITT, Miss W du Toit, Postmaster at McGregor, 1 January 1906
DREDGE, Mrs, Postmaster at Farm No 53, 1 August 1872
DRY, Ann, Postmaster at Cradock, 18 May 1860
DU TOIT, Alida, Postmaster at North Paarl, 1 September 1866
DU TOIT, Miss H, Postmaster at Prince Alfred’s Hamlet, 1 June 1906
DU TOIT, Mrs JH, Postmaster at George, 1 October 1816
DU TOIT, Miss MD, Postmaster at Prince Alfred’s Hamlet, 1 February 1909
DYER, Mrs F, Postmaster at Halfmanshof, 12 November 1907
ENGELA, Miss AA, Postmaster at Aberdeen, Division of Aberdeen, 1 April
1886
EWERS, Miss K, Postmaster at Keiskammahoek, 1 June 1896
EWERS, Miss M, Postmaster at Keiskammahoek, 1 October 1903
EYRE, Mrs I, Postmaster at Wynberg, 22 August 1836
FARRELL, Miss KME, Postmaster at Doorn River, 1 May 1906
FERGUSON, Isabella, Postmaster at Cookhouse, in about 1870
FERGUSON, June, Postmaster at Cookhouse, 1 June 1868
FERREIRA, Miss M, Postmaster at Peiserton, 1 July 1908
FICK, Mrs Johanna C, Postmaster at Piquetberg, 18 March 1857
FILMER, Miss E, Postmaster at Libodi, 1902
FINLAYSON, Ms A, Postmaster at Drie Vlei, 1 April 1874, service provided
for free
FISCHER, Miss AB, Postmaster at Bolo Reserve, 1 July 1903
FISCHER, Miss CC, Postmaster at Bolo Reserve, 1 November 1892; St
Marks, 1 November 1896
FISCHER, Miss EG, Postmaster at Springbokfontein, 1 June 1892
FOTHERINGHAM, Mrs, Postmaster at Millwood, Goldfields, 1 April 1894
FREAN, Miss, Postmaster at Green Point, 15 March 1891
GARDE, Ms T, Postmaster at Bathurst, 1 July 1879
GARDINER, Miss AC, Postmaster at Parow, 1 February 1904
GIBBS, Mary Anne, Postmaster at Klaarstroom, 1 April 1868; Plettenberg’s
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Bay, 1 October 1876
GIE, Sebastina C, Postmaster at Darling, 7 April 1867
GLUECK, Mrs Sarah, Postal assistant at Lady Grey, Division of Aliwal
North, 6 May 1897; Postmaster at Lady Grey, Division of Aliwal North, 1
February 1899.
GOETS, Miss BAM, Postmaster at Stanford, 1 May 1906
GRAHAM, Miss CS, Postmaster at Mill Street, Gardens, probable date 1
October 1908
GRAHAM, Mrs Jessie, Postmaster at Salt River, 1 September 1884, on
pension 30 November 1909
GRAY, Miss A, Postmaster at Elliott ,1 July 1895; Ugie, 1 September 1902;
Tsolo, 1 April 1906; Ugie, 1 November 1906
GROBBELAAR, Miss M, also listed as Miss J, Postmaster at Riebeek
Kasteel, 1 October 1896; Groot Drakenstein, 1 April 1903; Vredenburg, 1
July 1903; French Hoek, 1 February 1904
HALLIDAY, Miss C, Postmaster at Breakfast Vlei, 1 December 1872
HAMILL, Miss T, Postmaster at The Beach, East London, 1 January 1903;
Quigney, East London, 1 July 1903; The Beach, East London, 1 July 1903
HARDIMANN, Miss ST, Postmaster at Emjanyana, 1 January 1903
HAWKINS, Annie, Postmaster at Humansdorp, 1 February 1865
HAWKINS, Mrs Martha, Postmaster at Humansdorp, 23 February 1859,
deceased while in office
HAYES, Mrs SG, Postmaster at Bathurst, 1 August 1875
HAYLETT, Mrs Catherine, Postmaster at Villiersdorp, 27 January 1864
HEFFER, Mrs A, Postmaster at Bredasdorp, 1 May 1888
HERBERT, Mrs SE, Postmaster at Cookhouse, 1883
HERMAN, Maria BV, Postmaster at Durbanville, 5 September 1865
HEURTLEY, Mrs RF, Postmaster at Sir Lowry’s Pass, 10 November 1852
HILL, Miss, Postmaster at Salem, 1 June 1895
HIRSCH, Mrs W, also listed as HINSCH, Postmaster at Longlands, 1 October
1905
HOBSON, Mrs AE, Postmaster at Steytlerville, 1 March 1899
HOLLOWAY, Mrs G, Postmaster at Sir Lowry’s Pass, 31 December 1850
HONEYBOURNE, Mary Anne, Postmaster at Prince Albert, 31 January 1857
HOPKINS, Annie, Postmaster at Paardekop, in about 1868
HORNEMAN, Mrs, Postmaster at Port Nolloth, before 1874
HOUGH, Mrs Lydia, Postmaster at Eland’s Vlei, in about 1871.
HOWSE, Miss AI, Postmaster at Kamastone, 1 January 1907
HUDSON, Mrs Sarah A, Postmaster and field-cornet at Jagersbosch, 16
September 1863
HUGO, Ms MM, Postmaster at French Hoek, 1 July 1872
HUNT, Miss ME, Postmaster at Sterkspruit, 1 February 1898; Sterkspruit, 1
September 1900
HUNTER, Mrs L, Postmaster at Millwood, Goldfields, 1 November 1892
HUTCHINSON, Miss E, also listed as N, Postmaster at Simondium, 20
December 1897
HUTCHONS, Mrs Jane, Postmaster at Dordrecht, 23 January 1865
INGLETHORPE, Miss, Postmaster at Balfour, 1 February 1901
ISBELL, Mrs EA, Postmaster at Uitenhage, 1 February 1874
JEFFERIES, Miss, Postmaster at Clarkebury, 1 June 1897
JONES, Mrs C, Postmaster at Beenleegte, 1 December 1876
KANNEMEYER, Miss JM, Postmaster at Herbertsdale, 1 May 1903; Kuils
River, 1906
KELLY, Mrs CJ, Postmaster at Douglas, 1 September 1886
KEYS, Mrs MA, also listed as AM, Postmaster at Seymour, 9 December 1887,
West Bank, East London, 1 October 1895; Palmietfontein, 20 August
1897; Bell, 1 December 1898; Bayville, 1 July 1900; Cambridge, 1
August 1902; Park Avenue, East London, 1 April 1903; West Bank, East
London
KING, Mrs H, Postmaster at Clarkebury, 1883
KOCH, Amelia S, Postmaster at Port Alfred, 1 March 1863
KRYNAUW, Miss A, also listed as B, Postmaster at Doorn River, 1 February
1898; Riebeek Kasteel, 1 December 1899; Schoemanshoek, 1 June 1903;
Zuurbraak, 1 October 1903; River Zonder End, 1905; Gordon’s Bay, 1
April 1905; Schoemanshoek, 1 August 1908
KRYNAUW, Miss FI, Postmaster at Philadelphia, before 1903; Napier, 1 June
1903; Houw Hoek, 1 April 1905; River Zonder End, 1 November 1905;
Parow, 1 September 1906; Schoemanshoek, 1 March 1907; Grabouw, 1
August 1908
LAKE, Ann, Postmaster at Sidbury, 1 January 1869
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LAKE, Miss H, Postmaster at Salem, 16 June 1900
LAKE, Miss VE, Postmaster at Salem, first appointment 1 January 1896
LEACH, Miss E, Postmaster at Poplar Grove, 1 January 1906
LEDGER, Miss F, Postmaster at Cedarville, 1 August 1901; Nqamakwe, 1
July 1902; Ndabakazi, 1 October 1902
LEEUWNER, Mrs JB, Postmaster at Brand Vlei, 1 July 1878
LENNOX, Mrs, Postmaster at Villiersdorp, 1 March 1899
LIESCHING, Elizabeth, Postmaster at Stellenbosch, 1 October 1863
LOGIE, Miss WE, Postmaster at Caledon Street, Cape Town, 1 September
1897
LYNCH, Mary Mrs, Postmaster at Breakfast Vlei, 1 June 1860
MABILLE, Florence, Postmaster at Morija, date of appointment not known,
retired from in 1907.
MALAN, Ms SW, Postmaster at Wellington, 1 August 1878
MAMPERS, Mrs, Postmaster at Roodewal, Division of Robertson, in about
1878
MANSFIELD, Miss EH, Postmaster at Doorn River, 1 January 1901
MARCHIANO, Miss Leonora, Postmaster at Sea Point, Cape Town, 28
August 1883; Sir Lowry Road, 1 September 1899; Mill Street, Gardens,
Cape Town, before1902; Stal Street, Cape Town, 1 August 1902; Green
Point, Cape Town, 1 January 1906
MARITZ, Miss J, Postmaster at Dam’s Laagte, 1 March 1898
MARREN, Maria, Postmaster at Ceres, 11 September 1869
MAYNIER, Mrs A, Postmaster at Jagersbosch, 1 June 1871
MAYNIER, Martha, Postmaster at Jagersbosch, 1 August 1866
MAYS, Miss CMG, Postmaster at Greyton, 13 January 1902
McCALGAN, Miss SA, Postmaster at Sterkstroom, 1 September 1887
McCALL, Miss Mary E, see under MCKAY, Mrs Mary E
McDONALD, Mrs MA, Postmaster at Komgha, 1 January 1879
McGREGOR, Miss M, Postmaster at Modderfontein, Division of Clanwilliam,
1 March 1899
McKAY, Mrs Mary E, nee McCALL, Postmaster at Alexandria, 1 December
1864
McKINNON, Miss F, Postmaster at Villiersdorp, 1 May 1895; Hermanus, 1
September 1898
McNAMARA, Mrs J, nee COFFE, Postmaster at Pearston, 1 April 1870,
married in 1874
METCALF, Miss EH, Postmaster at Millwood, Goldfields, 1 November 1888
MILLS, Miss AK, Postmaster at Post Retief, 1 December 1907
MILLS, Mrs EJ, Postmaster at Post Retief, 1 March 1899
MILLS, Miss MA, Postmaster at Balfour, 1 September 1902; Post Retief, 1
October 1903
MIMMACK, Mrs H, Postmaster at Aliwal North, 16 October 1858
MOFFETT, Mrs BJ, Postmaster at Ngqeleni, 1 July 1902
MOORBY, Miss L, Postmaster at Sir Lowry Road, 1 May 1895
MORRIS, Mrs Eliza, nee BRIMACOMBE, Postmaster at Faure Siding, 1 June
1858
MUGGLETON, Miss, Postmaster at Ugie, 28 August 1892
MULLER, Mrs Mary, nee WOOD, Miss Mary, Postmaster at Kalk Bay, 9
February 1862
MULQUEENY, Miss, Postmaster at Mill Street, Gardens, Cape Town, 1
August 1892
NEALE, Mary, Postmaster at Westford, 1 January 1867, service provided for
free
NOWERS, Miss EMA, Postmaster at Modderfontein, Division of
Clanwilliam, 1 June 1902; Barrydale, 1 February 1903; Napier, 1 February
1906
O’KENNEDY, Miss M, also listed as KENNEDY, Miss M, Postmaster at
Barrydale, 1901; Greyton, 1 December 1901; Doorn River, 1 February
1902; Great Brak River, 1 April 1903; Houw Hoek, 1904
OLIVIER, Miss AH, Postmaster at Armoed, 25 June 1898
OLKERS, Miss CL, Postmaster at De Rust, 1 February 1906
OOSTHUIZEN, Mrs SS, nee VAN DER MERWE, Mrs M, probably remarried
in 1898, Postmaster at Maraisburg, 1 April 1895
ORREN, Mrs Sophia, nee LAVIN, Mrs Sophia, Postmaster at Port Alfred, 3
June 1854; Kowie West, 3 June 1854; deceased while in office in about
1862
PATTISON, Miss, Postmaster at Zuurbraak, 16 July 1896
PEPLER, Miss AM, Postmaster at French Hoek, 31 August 1885
PHILLIPS, Mrs JH, Postmaster at Cambridge, 1 April 1903; Greyton, 1

Forerunners #61 (Vol. XXI, No. 3, March-June 2008)

February 1906
POVALL, Miss SAE, Postmaster at Durbanville, 1 August 1885
POWELL, Elizabeth A, Postmaster at Falloden, 1 April 1868
POWELL, Martha, Postmaster at Falloden, 3 December 1870
PRAED, Ann, Postmaster at Riebeek East, 9 March 1870
PRIETSCH, Mrs Elise, Postmaster at Amalienstein, 6 February 1854
PRINS, Miss J, Postmaster at Vredenburg, 1 March 1896
RATHFELDER, Ms A, Postmaster at Diep River, 1 April 1869, service
provided for free
RAWSTONE, Eliza G, Postmaster at Colesberg, 29 July 1859
REITZ, Mrs JF, Postmaster at Ladismith, 1881
RENNICK, Jane, Postmaster at Simonstown, 4 April 1848
RENSBURG, Mrs M, nee SMITH, married in 1873, postmaster at River
Zonder End, 20 May 1871
REYNEKE, Miss W, Postmaster at River Zonder End, 1 June 1902
RICHARDSON, Caroline, Postmaster at Schoenberg, 1 October 1862
RIDDIFORD, Miss EJ, Postmaster at 44 Adderley Street, Cape Town, 1
December 1905
ROBERTS, Mrs E, Postmaster at Upper Paarl, date of appointment not known
ROBERTS, Ms MA, Postmaster at Durbanville, 6 November 1873
ROBERTSON, Mrs F, Postmaster at Gordon’s Bay, 1 April 1903
RODGER, Mrs, Postmaster at Green Point, 2 August 1881
RODGERS, Miss D, Postmaster at River Zonder End, 26 May 1904
ROENTGEN, Mrs, Postmaster at Calvinia, 15 July 1854
ROGERS, Miss E, Postmaster at Zuurbraak, 1906
ROGERS, Mrs MA, Postmaster at Kalk Bay, 23 July 1853
ROLLAND, Mrs M, Postmaster at Mafeteng, 1 September 1874
SCHOLTZ, Maria L, Postmaster at Napier, 1 May 1866
SCHULE, Mrs A van Buren, Postmaster at Riebeek East, 1 May 1871
SCHUMAN, Mrs, Postmaster at Britstown, 1 January 1889, possibly acting
SCHUMANN, Mrs E, Postmaster at Willowmore, 1882
SCHUMANN, Mrs, Postmaster at Balfour, 1 July 1893; Moorreesburg, 1
November 1895
SCHUMANN, Miss M, Postmaster at Barrydale, 1 January 1902;
Modderfontein, Division of Clanwilliam, 1 February 1903
SCOTT, Miss, Postmaster at Libodi, 7 March 1900
SCOTT, Miss, Postmaster at Seymour, 1 February 1902
SCOTT, Mrs, also listed as Mrs BIRT from 1873, Postmaster, Birt’s Mission,
July 1862.
SCOTT, Miss Catherine, Postmaster at Springbokfontein, 1 October 1893;
Moorreesburg, 1 August 1897
SCOTT, Miss EA, Postmaster at Upington, 1885
SHAND, Miss WA, Postmaster at Emjanyana, 1 July 1905; Ndabakazi, 1 July
1906; Bayville, 1 June 1907
SHAW, Miss EM, Postmaster at Woodstock Station, 20 July 1886
SHEPPARD, Mrs M, Schoolmistress and postmaster at Simonstown, 25 April
1838
SIEBRITZ, Miss HM, also listed as HW, Postmaster at French Hoek, 16
February 1899; Ladies’ Branch, GPO, Cape Town, date of appointment
not known; French Hoek, 1 November 1902
SIEBRITZ, Miss J, Postmaster at Riebeek Kasteel, 8 May 1905
SKEEN, Miss F, Postmaster at Tygersfontein, 1 January 1901
SKEEN, Miss MI, Postmaster at Tygersfontein, 1 November 1903; Albertinia,
1 April 1904
SLABBER, Miss HB, Postmaster at Moorreesburg, 1 July 1898; Napier, 1
September 1902; Moorreesburg, 1 February 1903
SMART, Miss M, Postmaster at Rhodes, 1 August 1897; Tabankulu, 1 March
1900
SMIT, Miss H, Postmaster at Dams Laagte, 1 February 1899; Philadelphia, 1
January 1901
SMITH, Miss CC, Postmaster at Napier, 1 February 1894; Great Brak River,
1 July 1899
SMITH, Miss CM, Postmaster at Dam’s Laagte, 1 May 1894
SMITH, Miss EH, Postmaster at River Zonder End, 1 September 1898
SMITH, Mrs M, Postmaster at River Zonder End, 20 May 1871
SMITH, Rebecca, Postmaster at Gamtoos River Ferry, 13 August 1861
SMITH, Miss SH, Postmaster at Blanco, 1 January 1888.
SPENCER, Miss LA, Postmaster at Daniel’s Kuil, 1 June 1904
SPENGLAR, Miss E, Postmaster at Philadelphia, 1 May 1897
SPRIGG, Miss EH, Postmaster at Bizana, 1 August 1899; Assistant, Telephone
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Exchange, GPO, Cape Town, 1 August 1905
SPRING, Mrs HL, Postmaster at Keiskammahoek, 7 November 1881
STANLEY, Miss AM, Postmaster at Lawrence Street, Port Elizabeth, 1 May
1899; Jansenville, 1 August 1900
STEBBING, Maria Mrs, Postmaster at Boontjes River, 7 January 1864
STEWART, Mrs M, Postmaster at Cookhouse, 1882
STRACHAN, Miss AM, Postmaster at Libodi, 1 December 1900
SURMUN, Louisa, Postmaster at Driver’s Bush, 18 August 1860
TAYLOR, Margaret, Postmaster at Salem, 1 September 1863
TEMLETT, Mrs S, Postmaster at Bolotwa, 1 October 1895
TERRELL, Miss LE, Postmaster at Steinkopf, 1 September 1904
THEUNISSEN, Miss E, Postmaster at Somerset West, 25 May 1871
THOMPSON, Mrs L, Postmaster at Thompson’s Farm, 1 January 1875
TOWNSEND, Mrs, Postmaster at Port Nolloth, 1 September 1874
TRUTER, Mrs PJ, Postmaster at Piquetberg, 2 June 1853
TUCK, Mary, Postmaster at Somerset East, 1 September 1863
URIE, Mrs, Postmaster at Steynsburg, in about 1878
USHER, Charlotte L, Postmaster at Falloden, 1 July 1862
VAN BUUREN, Mrs PS, Postmaster at Burghersdorp, 25 November 1853
VAN DER VLIES, Miss S, Postmaster at Schoemanshoek, 8 May 1898
VAN DYK, Mrs CM, Postmaster at Cradock, 23 July 1840
VAN LEGER, Mrs, Postmaster at Daljosaphat, December 1861
VAN RENSBURG, Mrs Hester, nee THOM, married in about 1880,
Postmaster at De Keur, 1 October 1871
VAN RHYN, Anna CD, also listed as Mrs PB VAN RHYN, probably wife of
Petrus Benjamin van Rhyn. Postmaster at Vanrhynsdorp, 1 October 1868;
Vanrhynsdorp, 1 September 1873
VAN ROOYEN, Mrs H, Postmaster at Blinkwater, 1 December 1878.
VAN RYNEVELD, Ann M, Postmaster at Alexandria, 1 December 1869
VAN SELM, Mrs Baatje, Postmaster at Daljosaphat, 1 January 1862
VAN SITTERT, Mrs Emma E, Postmaster at Sutherland, 1 October 1863
VAN ZYL, Miss L, Postmaster at Albertinia, 1 June 1906; Barrydale, 1
October 1908; Houw Hoek, 1 October 1909
VICE, Miss A, Postmaster at Emjanyana, 1 October 1898
VILJOEN, Mrs Margaretha, Postmaster at Serjeant’s River, 1 January 1860

VON BEULWITZ, Mrs S, Postmaster at Steinkopf, 1 March 1904
VON SCHLICHT, Miss E, Postmaster at Grabouw, 1 October 1898
VOS, Miss Dora, Postmaster at Tulbagh, 25 September 1877.
VOS, Miss L, Postmaster at Tulbagh, 1 October 1882
WALKER, Miss EY, also listed as ET, Postmaster at Mqanduli, 16 September
1897
WALKER, Mrs LT, Postmaster at Hebron Station, 1883
WALKER, Margaret W, Postmaster at Calvinia, 1 July 1865
WALTON, Miss Johanna C, Postmaster at Van Wyk’s Vlei, 1 February 1899;
Salt River, 1 August 1902, may not have taken office; Mill Street, Gardens,
Cape Town, 1 August 1902; Hoetjes Bay, 1 May 1903; Salt River, date of
appointment not known.
WARREN, Miss M, Postmaster at Cedarville, 1 July 1902
WARREN, Miss MM, Postmaster at Cedarville, 1 October 1899
WATSON, Mrs Elizabeth, Postmaster at Breakfast Vlei, 1 October 1862
WATSON, Emily, Postmaster at Breakfast Vlei, 12 July 1865
WATSON, Ms M, Postmaster at Breakfast Vlei, 1 August 1878
WATT, Mary, Postmaster at Venterstad, 1 April 1878
WEDDERBURN, Miss RW, Postmaster at Mqanduli, 12 March 1903
WEHNEKE, Anna J, Postmaster at Sir Lowry’s Pass, 1 July 1867
WEHNEKE, Sanna A, Postmaster at Sir Lowry’s Pass, 1 April 1864, deceased
while in office
WEINRICH, Mrs F, Postmaster at Humansdorp, 1 January 1878
WEST, Mrs M, Postmaster at Genadendal, 16 July 1890
WHITBURN, Miss A, Postmaster at Knysna, 1 December 1876
WHITTLE, Miss A, Postmaster at Balfour, 1 March 1897; Whittlesea, 1
February 1901
WHITTLE, Miss D, Postmaster at Riebeek East, 1 June 1903
WILLETT, Mrs, Postmaster at Willowmore, 1882
WILMS, Mrs F, Postmaster at Longlands, 1 March 1906
WOISTER, Ms SJH, Postmaster at Clanwilliam, 1 July 1876
WRANKMORE, Mrs AC, Postmaster at Paarl, 27 September 1816
WRIGHT, Miss BL, Postmaster at Bowesdorp, 1 January 1907
WRIGHT, Mrs C, Postmaster at Kalk Bay, 1883
YOUNG, Charlotte, Postmaster at Peddie, 2 June 1853
YOUNG, Miss HKC, Postmaster at Riebeek East, 1 January 1907

South African Postal Order Used in Bechuanaland
by Peter Thy
This is truly an exceptional find. A
member of the GB Overprint Society
that had heard about my passion for
postal orders forwarded this illustration
to me. It is a British King George VI
postal order overprinted for South Africa and used in 1944 at Serowe in the
Bechuanaland Protectorate. The order
was never cashed, which explains why
it has survived. The value is 5/- and the
commission fee has been surcharged
from 11/2d to 3d. The basic order is one
of the first George VI issue released in
1938 and discontinued in 1939. The second issue was released in 1939 and was
in use to 1956. The order was thus likely
overprinted and surcharged for use in
South Africa in 1938-9 and thus also
made available at post offices in Bechuanaland.
Postal orders were introduced in the Bechuanaland in 1907. The so far only known Bechuanaland orders were from the late
1960s. This is thus the oldest order known to exist.
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A Miserable Kanye Cover
by Peter Lodoen
As philatelic items go, this cover is at once miserable and
remarkable. The envelope is soiled and torn. One corner is entirely
missing; another is creased and a third corner is rounded. Of the
eight stamps originally used to frank the cover, one stamp is
missing. Three other stamps are folded around the bottom edge.
Coloured pencil markings besmirch both front and back. All nine
date stamps are indistinct to the point that neither the day nor
the year is distinguishable. What is remarkable is that anyone
bothered to keep the ratty old thing.
No serious philatelist, however, would throw the cover away.
He would rather use the resources at his disposal to reconstruct
the envelope’s 19th century journey from Bechuanaland to
Amsterdam.
The registration envelope was printed and embossed 28.2.89,
using the McCorquodale & Co die plates first produced in
1855. A bright vermilion circle embraced Queen Victoria’s
bejeweled head, and a local “BRITISH BECHUANALAND FOR
REGISTRATION ONLY” overprint surrounded the embossed
“postage four pence” on the back flap.
The envelope began its journey as a letter on a cold July
day in Kanye, the headquarters of Montsioa’s country in the old
Bechuanaland Protectorate. The year was 1895. (Jim Catterall
and Brian Trotter give 12 Nov 1894 and 14 Dec 1895 as the
dates between which the squared circle canceller was used in
Mafeking. RUNNER POST, March 1989.) The postal clerk
recorded this as Kanye’s 28th registered letter of the year.
Consulting his tariff tables, he calculated 6 1/2 pence per half
ounce, and arrived at three shillings six pence for a three ounce
letter to the Netherlands.
After preparing the letter, the clerk would have had to seek out
a means of transporting the letter to the railhead at Mafeking. The
transportation choice of the future was runner to Lobatsi and rail
to Mafeking. But in 1895 the Lobatsi railway station was still an
approaching reality. And earlier that year the mail contract with
Messrs. Wirsing Brothers had been terminated.
The year 1895 saw the coaches of Mssrs. H. J. and C. H.
Zeederberg enter into the picture. Zeederberg passed by twice
a week, but in the mid-1890’s the coach route had increasingly
followed the eastern route through Palla, Mochudi, Gaborone,
and Ramoutsa. So the Kanye postal clerk might well have
engaged a Mongwaketse runner to follow the old coach and
cattle route to Mafeking. In fact, the postmaster-general was
already in the process of organizing runners to bring mail from
important villages to the new rail line. The runner, paid but a
shilling, would likely have accomplished the 135-kilometre trek
in two days. No delays would be foreseen in the dry weather of
the highveld winter.
Calculating then three days to get the mail sack to Mafeking,
another five days between the time a squared Mafeking B. B.
cancel and an oval Cape Town registration cancel were applied,
and then three weeks by ship from the Table Bay docks to
Southampton, something in the area of one month would pass
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before the letter reached its destination. 31/7 may have been the
date. No English routing cancel is seen on the cover, so it may
be that the post was sorted and the Kanye cover sent on to the
Netherlands without officially entering Great Britain. (Other
period covers to the continent show London transit markings.)
Upon arrival in Amsterdam, a small circular date stamp was
applied to the envelope’s backside, and the number 3558, likely
an Amsterdam registration recording, was written in blue crayon
across the entire front. Then a Dutch post office employe wrote,
using the same crayon, “10 dagen bewaren,” or, in English, “hold
10 days.” He later lengthened the holding time to 12 and 14 days.
Fortunately or not, the letter was not returned to Bechuanaland,
assumedly picked up by David van Ulsen and brought home to
Wijtenbolk Straat in Amsterdam.
The idealized date cancellation drawings accompanying this
article show what a perfectly struck cover might have looked
like. The reader may see some nicely cancelled, and highly
informative, period covers in Peter Thy’s 2008 exhibit: “The
Registration Envelopes of the Bechuanalands” (see http://www.
japhila.cz/exponet/).
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Reverse.
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Absentee Exhibiting and the EXPONET
by Peter Thy
If you are exhibiting your collections, you may have been in
the same situation and dilemma as myself. Recently I prepared
two of my collections for a national show. One was a multipage
exhibit containing the postal card section of my Bechuanalands
stationery collection. The other was a one frame collection concerned with the postal history of the African Pioneer Corps in
World War 2. I entered both exhibits at a stampshow on the east
coast and later decided that I could not attend the show in person. Thus, I became in effect an absentee exhibitor according to
current exhibit terminology.
I must admit that this surprised me a bit at first. I had always
thought that the majority of exhibitors would not attend in person and would only be represented by their exhibit(s). The fact,
I now understand, is that stampshows are organized and structured with the premise that exhibitors mostly attend in person.
As an absentee exhibitor, I will be unable directly to interact with judges and other visitors and will not attend or give
seminars. Therefore, I will not contribute to all what makes
stampshows philatelic successes. What is perhaps more important, considering that dealers basically pay for the show, I
will not be able to visit and spend my money at the commercial
bourse. At the personal level, however, I miss the opportunity
to attend the judges critique and award ceremony and eventually to drag an otherwise innocent judge to my exhibit frames
to complain and plead a perceived unjust medal level. Written
award justifications are strangely still not provided for multiframe exhibits. This is in contrast to literature and single frame
exhibits for which written justifications are provided (despite
very brief). Thus an absentee exhibitor is often intentionally left
in the dark.
In my case the result was that I had literally no clue to why
my five frame exhibit was significantly downgraded compared
to previous shows. In contrast, I knew pretty much why my one
frame had been upgraded and also what I could do to improve
the award level next time around. If it had not been for one of
the judges that, despite having not directly been involved in the
judging of my exhibit, was graciously enough to detail his impressions in an subsequent email to me, I would still have had
no idea of what went wrong.
There clearly is a need for improvement in judging procedures at stampshows. It it fair to expect prospective exhibitors to
pay the frame fees and express mailing expenses (easily $150200 for a national show) and then simply to receive ones exhibit
returned in the mail with a medal, but without explanations?
It are often argued that even the absentee exhibitor will benefit from show visitors that see the exhibit and provide personal
feedback after the show. Admittedly, this happens occasionally
but rarely. The fact is that I have had far more response to my
writings in philatelic journals than in response to showing my
collections at shows. The obvious question an absentee (or perhaps any exhibitor) will ask is whether it is worth the expenses
and effort?
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Recently, I have been thinking about how to further show
my exhibits and to reach out to follow collectors with the same
interests as myself. Some years ago, I produced an electronic
version of my one-frame of Bechuanaland postal orders that
won a gold at the 1998 AMERISTAMP EXPO in Houston. I
made it into a printed booklet and also put a pdf version on
the internet where it still can be downloaded from www.kronestamps.dk. The result is that my Bechuanaland postal order
exhibit is very well known among similarly inspired collectors.
Several philatelic websites have exhibits posted on their
sites. The most prominent of these is the EXPONET organized
and maintained by a non-profit organization with close ties to
organized philately in the Czech Republic. The purpose of EXPONET is to provide a “place you may use to present your virtual postal history and philatelic collections. It is intended as a
public display of all philatelic areas and time periods in English,
German, Spanish or other languages. The aim of the organizers
of EXPONET is to provide a permanent presentation of high
quality stamp and philatelic exhibits so as to facilitate on-line
study for visitors throughout the world. We do not intend to
compete with traditional classic exhibits, but rather to enable
on-line viewing to everybody, regardless of distance, and thus
take part in the support and propagating of philately.”
The internet address is http://www.exponet.info. At present
there are 300 exhibits on line from 33 different countries. Over
sixty of these originated in the US. There are over 1,500 frames
and 22,000 pages with an average of 80 pages per exhibit. The
countries (origin of exhibitor) represented are Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bolivia, Brazil. Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Costa
Rica, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Germany,
Great Britain, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, India, Iran, Italy,
Japan, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Philippines, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, and USA.
The subject areas and thematic diversity of the exhibits are
more difficult to evaluate because of the lack of an index and
search feature (a shortcoming that the organizers are aware of).
Some random subjects/areas include Argentina’s Classic Issues,
Willem III Issues of Netherlands Indies, East Saxony 1945-46,
Variable Rate Stamps, Bangladesh Postal History, and the USS
Oregon. The exhibits are organized into the classes Traditional
Philately, Postal history, Postal Stationery, Aero- and Astrophilately, Thematic, Revenue, Literature, Youth, and an Open
Class. There is no requirement that an exhibit on EXPONET
has previously been shown at a national or international show.
First time I looked, there were no exhibits with direct southern Africa connections, but now my six exhibits have been posted (see next page) with hopefully others to follow.
But now what about my dilemma. Should I give up traditional philatelic exhibits and concentrate on electronic exhibits?
It is about the same amount of work. Any comments to guide
my decision?
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How to Look After Your Collection - A Basic Guide
by David Beech
Many philatelists understand that they are the guardians of
the material in their collections for themselves and for future
owners. It is unfortunate when some collectors show a disregard
for looking after their collection and dismiss comment with a
remark like “it will be okay in my life time”. It is to show that
looking after your collection is not a complicated affair that I
have written this article. Having said that, this is a brief or basic
guide only and interested parties seeking more comprehensive
information should consult a professional paper conservator.
The British Library is custodian of national collections of
international importance, some of which have been in its care
for over 250 years. During this period it has developed, along
with the library and archive community, policies and practises
designed to protect those collections. The curators’ job is to
understand the issues and work with the conservator, who will
have specialist knowledge and practical experience. In 1989 the
British Library published the book The Care and Preservation of
Philatelic Materials, written by the late T J Collings, a leading
paper conservation expert, and R F Schoolley-West, FRPSL
former Head of the Philatelic Collections. This title appeared in
two editions, one in collaboration with the American Philatelic
Society.
To break down the subject into manageable potions I have
divided it into seven sections which are: Environment, Light,
Paper, Gum, Plastics, Physical issues and Treatments.

In simple terms material on exhibition should be shown in no
more than 50 lux, which is 50 candles worth at a distance of one
metre. Light contains ultra violet (UV) and a maximum of 10
micro watts per lumen is advised. It is the duty of all philatelic
exhibition organisers to arrange these conditions. While most
organisers will at least avoid direct sunlight nearly all fail to came
even close to the conservation standard of 50 lux. Clearly it is a
difficult and expensive thing to achieve, but measures should be
taken to reduce levels and the resulting damage. That damage has
taken place is clear from the examination of collections protected
from light and these include the British Library’s Philatelic
Collections and the Royal Philatelic Collection where the bright
and fresh colours are often remarked upon.
One international exhibition held in Europe since 2000 under
Federation Internationale de Philatelie (FIP) rules and supervision
seemed to have no or little regard for the dangers of light. The
exhibition halls had one third glass roofs resulting in high lux
and UV levels. These were measured on a cloudy day randomly
around the halls and the results were as shown below:
Lux UV
91 165
187 307
230 108
477 98
883 182
1,621 146
1,707 368
1,853 381
1,853 381
2,375 390
3,127 471
3,395 479
Conservation standard = 50 10

Environment
Philatelic Collections should be stored at a temperature under
18 centigrade and with relative humidity of between 55 to 60%.
Recent research has shown that gummed and perforated material
is under less stress at these slightly more moist conditions than
had previously been recommended. Outside these condition
collectors run the risk of the growth of fungi if too hot and too
humid. Remember that one cause of foxing is believed to be
dead fungal growth so by avoiding bad conditions you can help
to avoid those unsightly stains. If too dry paper suffers stress and
with an unused stamp with gum a tension will develop between
the gum and the paper. This tension may be sufficient to split
perforations. Dampness is probably one of the main dangers to
paper and especially to gum. Ventilation of a room or storage
container is likely to reduce the level of moisture; some mild
and gradual heating may be of assistance in carrying moisture
away. Never heat a damp room without adequate ventilation as
this may promote the growth of fungus.
Clean air is important too, as pollutants may cause damage.
Smoking is incompatible with philately because of damage from
ash, staining and the transfer of smell.

Fading undoubtedly resulted. If FIP supervision of
international exhibitions to is have any meaning for the protection
of material on show it must at least set standards that seek to
avoid the worst of the bad conditions. I challenge FIP to do so
before it is too late!
Photocopying of material has its hazards too in the form of
not only of light but heat too, the latter causing a stress in the
paper. Some more modern machines may be less harmful and
further research work here is needed.
At the Philatelic Collections office at the British Library, all
of our lights have UV filters, as do the windows, and we never
leave material exposed to light unnecessarily.

Light
The best lighting conditions to keep your collection in is
complete darkness. We do need to study our material and show
it to fellow philatelists and for this we need light; but how much?

Paper
Papers are complicated in form and structure. For this basic
guide it is perhaps sufficient to say that the best papers have a pH
of between 6.0 and 8.5. pH is the measure of the extent to which
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material is acidic or alkaline. Paper which is acidic usually goes
brown like modern newspapers and paperback books. Philatelic
material may suffer from being acidic and the most obvious
examples of this are postal stationery post cards. Many of these
are so bad that they probably have a life of only a few years,
perhaps in some cases ten to twenty years. The problem can be
addressed by de-acidifying the item but it is recommended that
this be undertaken by a professional conservator. Post cards
that have been used with typewriting or manuscript addresses
or messages and perhaps with additional adhesives will need
special care as the process is one where wetting is involved. The
de-acidification process will arrest the acid attack at the time of
treatment but it will not reverse the browning of the paper.
Clearly album pages should be such that they cause no
damage to the material mounted on them and so need to be acid
free and comply to ISO 9706 a standard for permanent paper.
Gum
As I have indicated gum is often in tension with the paper it is
applied to and this can be reduced under the appropriate storage
conditions that I give in the Environment section above. If the
gum becomes too dry (and especially if it is thickly applied) it
may crack and go on to crack or damage the paper of a stamp or
cover, etc. The removal of gum is probably in the best interests
of stamps in the long term, but further work needs to be carried
out as to how this may be achieved with the best results. Removal
by water may not be the answer in many cases as inks may be
affected.
Pressure sensitive adhesives, that is self adhesives on stamps,
are emerging as a major conservation concern. Clear tapes, like
Sellotape and other similar products, are pressure sensitive and
as most of us know the adhesive turns brown and leaves a stain
on just about anything that it has been stuck to. Will this be
the case with self adhesive stamps? By the way, never repair
any philatelic item with a pressure sensitive tape; it was never
designed for this purpose.
Plastics
A great deal has been written about plastics in philately which
are used as mounts and protectors. Here I am only going to say that
top museums, libraries and archives only use polyester (Mylar is
a commercial name) without any anti static coatings, with paper
or similar materials. They never use PVC.
Physical Damage
That care should be taken in handling material should be taken
for granted. One University library that lends books had or has
a notice that said something like “Books should be stored with
care and should be kept away from rodents, silverfish, insects,
children and other vermin”.
I have seen small photo corners cause much damage,
especially to covers. The act of using them may cause physical
damage to the corners of a cover over time. Clearly material
should be handled with clean hands, but even so the moisture
on all skin will transfer to the stamp or cover. This is why in
libraries and archives rare materials are often handled with
special gloves.
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Peelable stamp hinges if applied correctly are safe to use.
Many collectors are not good at using hinges and it would be a
good idea if philatelic societies gave lessons to new collectors on
their use. In any event minimal moisture should be used and the
hinge should only be applied to the very top of a stamp. Plastic
mounts are a safe alternative if made of polyester.
The writing in pencil on covers of a price by dealers and
others should be avoided as every time it is removed by eraser
it will damage the paper and if repeated will eventually cause a
hole in the paper.
It may be of interest to the reader to give the policy we
apply at British Library Philatelic Collections on the mounting
and housing of its collections. Such arrangements have to last
one hundred years. Stamps or covers are mounted in polyester
mounts on conservation quality album pages which are placed
in a polyester protector. These, about sixty at a time depending
on the material, are stored in conservation quality boxes with
a waterproof buckram covering, which are kept upright on the
shelf.
Treatments
Philatelic material that needs any kind of treatment should be
shown to a paper conservator. Not all treatments are advisable,
indeed some will cause damage. This many not at first be
apparent but it may emerge in time. The bleaching of items is
not recommended and many of the methods or techniques carried
out in the past have ruined stamps and covers.
Another point to remember is that repairs, cleaning, etc may
be acceptable in some areas of paper object collecting, but not
in philately as in some instances fraud may result either in a sale
or in exhibiting. Only in exceptional and rare instances will any
repair work be acceptable. A good example of this is the first
stamps of Hawaii, the Missionary stamps of 1851-52, which are
printed on very thin and fragile paper. Many of the 199 copies
that exist are repaired. If they had not been they probably would
not exist today!
As I said at the beginning you are the custodian of your
material for your life time or until you sell. Do look after it for
future generations otherwise nothing will exist to collect, study,
research and enjoy!
The author is Curator and Head of the Philatelic Collections at
the British Library. This article is based on a paper given at the
87th Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, Derby on 8th July,
2005. Published here with permission.

*
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The ‘Helderberg’ Disaster - The Aerophilatelic Aspects
by Neville Polakow

ZS - SAS BOEING 747-244B COMBI “Helderberg”

Figure 1.

Photo of SAA Helderberg by kind permission of Harro Ranter.
Photographed at Schipol Airport, Amsterdam on 23 August,
1987 - three months before the tragedy.

On 27 November 1987 at 13.23, Flight SA 295 departed
from Taipei’s Chiang Kai Shek Airport for Sir Sweewoosagur
Ramgoolam Airport at Plaisance, Mauritius with 159 people on
board.
The passengers represented several nationalities – South
African, Japanese, Chinese, Australian, Dutch, British,
West German, Danish, Hong Kong Chinese, Korean,
Mauritian, American, Swiss, and Portuguese. Among the
passengers were holidaymakers, businessmen, a group
of travel trade representatives and Taiwanese investors
travelling to South Africa to investigate the possibility
of relocating their industries there. The flight was
probably an uneventful one, despite a short delay at
Chiang Kai Shek Airport to allow connecting passengers
from Japan to join. As the Helderberg (Figure 1) approached
Mauritius just after midnight the crew might have been
preparing to wake the passengers and stow all galley gear.
Some 46 minutes before the estimated time of arrival at
Plaisance, the pilot, Captain Dawie Uys (Figure 2), informed the
airport’s approach control that there was smoke in the
aircraft and that an emergency descent to flight level 140
had been initiated.
Flight level 140 is the code for a flight path of 4,267 m
above sea level. The aircraft would have been flying at 10,670 m
above sea level. Captain Uys did not signal an SOS emergency
code. His last radio communication with the air-traffic
controller at the Plaisance airport was logged at 00:04 on
28 November. It is thought that at about 00:07 the aircraft crashed
into the sea. There were no survivors.
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Accident Scene
The Helderberg was initially unable to inform Mauritian
air traffic control of its position and when it did, it reported
an incorrect location that caused the subsequent search to
be concentrated too close to Mauritius. By the time the first
surface debris was located 12 hours after impact, it had drifted
considerably from the impact location. Lastly, the pingers in the
flight data recorders were not designed for deep ocean use, and
could therefore also not be used to locate the wreckage.
The South African Navy sent the SAS Tafelberg and the SAS
Jim Fouche to assist in the recovery of debris and remains. The
ocean tugs John Ross and Wolraad Woltemade also assisted the
scene.

Figure 2. Captain Dawie Uys, commander of Flight
SA295. Captain Uys boasted an exemplary record
and his superiors noted him to be competent,
pleasant and possessing all the leadership qualities
required of a senior airline pilot.
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The South Africans searched unsuccessfully with sonar for
the wreckage for two months. A specialist deep ocean recover
team from the USA was therefore contracted to find the site and
recover the flight data recorders. The search area is described as
being comparable in size to that of the Titanic, with the water at
5000 meters being considerably deeper. However the wreckage
was found within two days of the sonar search of the area.
Three debris fields were found at 19o10’30”S and 59o37’60”E,
o
19 9’53”S and 59o38’32”E, and 19o9’15”S and 59o37’25”E.
These locations are 1.5, 2.3 and 2.5 km apart, which suggested that
the fuselage broke up before impact. The cockpit voice recorder
was eventually located, however the data recorder was never
found as the debris area covered several square kilometers.
The Margo Commission
A commission of inquiry was chaired by Judge Cecil Margo.
The official report determined that while the Helderberg was over
the Indian Ocean, a fire had occurred in the main deck cargo hold,
originating in the front right-hand cargo pallet. This led to the
loss of the airliner. The reason for the loss was not specified, but
two possibilities were detailed in the official report. Firstly, that
the crew became incapacitated due to smoke penetration into
cockpit, Secondly that the fire weakened the structure and the
tail separated leading to impact with the ocean.

Figure 3. Copy of advertisemment as it appeared in the press.

The manufacturer is quoted in the report as having “contested”
any scenario that involved a break-up of the aircraft and thus
the commission did no more than mention the two possible
scenarios in its final report as incidental to the primary cause of
the accident.

Figure 4. Letter one from Japan and enlargement of postmark on
reverse showing cancellation TOKYO, NIPPON 25.11.87.
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Figure 5. Letter two from Japan.

The commission determined that the primary cause
was due to the fact that fire detection and suppression
facilities in class B cargo bays (the type used aboard
the 747-200 Combi) were inadequate. The accident
alerted aviation authorities worldwide to the fact the
regulations regarding class B bays had lagged far
behind the growth in capacity of such cargo bays.
The exact source of ignition was never determined
but sufficient evidence was found to confirm that the
fire had burned for some time and that it might have
caused structural damage.
Conspiracy theories have been forthcoming from
various sources since the disaster but further comment
about this is outside the scope of this publication.
My personal involvement had been with Capt
Dawie Uys. We were both avid collectors of South
African airmails, which included crash mail.
It was in 1989 when it occurred to me that no mail
had been forthcoming from the disaster.
I recalled seeing a blue mailbag being retrieved by a recovery
vessel at the scene of the crash on a TV news bulletin. It was
apparently mail from Japan. It was likely that most mail would
have been of a commercial nature so I decided to advertise in
the press. The tip came from J. Eisendrath who had amassed an
enormous collection of crash mail and one of his suggestions
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Figure 6. Part of reverse of letter three.

was to advertise in newspapers at the intended destination of
particular flights. This seemed to be the only way to find out
who had received mail. Three major newspapers were selected
countrywide – Durban, Cape Town and Johannesburg as these
were the most likely destinations for mail (Figure 3).

Page 100

For a few days nothing happened. A collector phoned me to
ask me to offer him a cover if I had more than one reply. This
was not to be. Soon afterwards, I received the only call from a
young lady who worked in a bank in Cape Town. She said she
was employed in the international section and had opened the
mail. On one particular occasion she had noticed two letters with
an accompanying letter from the Post Office in Johannesburg
apologising for the condition that the letters were in. The contents
of the two letters were removed and filed and the envelopes were
discarded into wastepaper baskets. In her own words, she later
wrote, “ I then removed the two envelopes from the rubbish bin
merely to have a collection item of the ill-fated SA aircraft.
A token amount was sent to her for her trouble. I had to
convince her that the mail formed an important part of my crash
mail collection. She had kept them for over a year as this had
happened in February 1988. I persuaded her to send them as soon
as possible. Eventually after many phone calls and promises,
one cover arrived. It is a registered airmail envelope dated 25
November 1987 and postmarked Tokyo, Nippon. The perimeter
is water strained (Figure 4).
It has no cachets nor is it backstamped. When I received the
first cover, I was very excited as it proved beyond doubt that it
was crash mail from the “Helderberg”. I phoned her about the
second cover, which she said she had given to a friend and would
try to get back for me. This was eventually done with much
persistence on my part. The second cover duly arrived, BUT it
has no postmark (Figure 5)! It does have the same water stains
along the periphery and from the origin it must surly be assumed
to have been in the same mailbag.

A post office official informed me at the time that nine
mailbags were recovered from the site where the “Helderberg”
went down. Three contained no mail. The remaining six bags
were severely damaged, but did contain mail. The bags are not
waterproofed but made of a type of plastic or material similar
to a raincoat. They are blue and can withstand slight moisture.
As one official explained, a few minutes of light rain will not
damage the contents, but several hours of pelting rain will
result in penetration of moisture. The retrieved mail was dried
out in the Johannesburg GPO and redirected to the addressees
where possible. Addressees names that were indecipherable
were returned to the senders via Japanese and Taiwanese postal
authorities. It has been confirmed that 125 pieces of mail were
directed to addresses in South Africa of which most, if not all,
were for business/financial institutions.
The third item (to date the only other item recorded) was
correspondence sent to First National Bank Cape Town. It
consists of remains of an envelope (Figure 6) and nine pages
of documentation concerning a foreign exchange transaction.
(Figure 7). This took place between the Bank of Tokyo and
First National Bank of Southern Africa Limited, Private Bag,
Mowbray, 7700. The document is dated “Nov.20.87” and
considerably damaged by seawater. The edges suffered extensive
crumpling and chafing of the paper. The remains of the envelope
and the documentation were accompanied by a letter from the
Postmaster of Johannesburg (Figure 8). The Postmaster letter
differs slightly from the other, which can be compared to Figure
9.

Figure 7. Content of letter three (acknowledgement to Johnson Philatelics, Port Elizabeth).
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Figure 8. Postmasters letter accompanying letter three.

NOTE THE DIFFERENCES IN THE TYPE-SETTING OF EACH POSTMASTER LETTER.

Figure 9. Postmasters letter accompanying letter two.
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On the two covers shown in Figures 4 and 5 there are numbers
“16” and “14” respectively, encircled in a ring manuscript (Figure
10). What is the significance of this ?
Could this be some reference to mail received and
forwarded on? My query to the post office at the time remained
unanswered.

No more covers have been reported in the last twenty
years so it must be assumed that these are the only items
of crash mail to have survived. Perhaps the other 122
were merely cast aside and discarded into the nearest
wastepaper baskets by unobservant or disinterested secretaries
and destroyed.
Acknowledgements: SA Philatelist - December 1988.
Helderberg DEATH FLIGHT SA 295 - Ronnie Watt
Report of the Board of Inquiry into the Helderberg Air Disaster.
Terry Devine.
THE AEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY OF
SOUTHERN AFRICA
ESTABLISHED IN 1960

Figure 10.

The three items therefore all originate from banks in
Tokyo.
1 The Sumitomo Bank, Limited. C.P.O. Box 4, TOKYO
100-91, Japan.
2 The Fuji Bank, Limited, 5-5, OHTEMACHI 1-CHROME,
CHIYODA-KU, TOKYO 100, Japan.
3 The Bank of Tokyo, Ltd. P.O. Box 191, NIHOMBASHI,
TOKYO 100, Japan.

MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO AEROPHILATELISTS ON A WORLDWIDE
BASIS.
A BI-ANNUAL AEROLETTER IS ISSUED FREE TO MEMBERS
WHICH SPECIFICALLY FOCUSSES ON MATTERS OF INTEREST
RELATING TO AIR MAILS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA.

THE ASSA IS A SOCIETY WITH A DIFFERENCE.
INTERESTED COLLECTORS ARE INVITED TO CONTACT
THE HONORARY SECRETARY
2, ANEMONE AVENUE, WELGEDACHT 7530, REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA.
OR E-MAIL DMORTON@MWEB.CO.ZA

UPU Centenary Reply Coupon
by Peter Thy
The international reply coupon
celebrated its 100th birthday in
2007 (October 1). To mark the
event, a special issue of the 2006
coupon has been prepared with
a special inscription “100 Years
1907-2007” on the central golden
stamp. A total of 37 countries had
signed up for this new issue by
late 2007. Only South Africa and
Lesotho appear on the official list.
The previous coupon on which
the centenary issue was based was
released in 2006 (see Forerunners
#57, p. 51) and has only been issued
by South Africa, Lesotho, and
Zimbabwe according to the official
lists. Can any reader add sightings
to these lists? Do the missing
countries (Swaziland, Botswana,
Malawi, Zambia) continue to
issue the previous issue - perhaps
overprinted with a new expiration date and surcharged with new value? Or have reply coupons been discontinued in these countries?
(based on press releases from UPU, http://www.upu.int).
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Tax Marks

Postage Due Markings of South Africa
Related to Weight
by Jan Stolk
The installments to follow will be markings stating various
reasons for tax being applied.
This first selection will treat markings giving weight issues
as reason for taxing. We can divide this type of markings into
time periods. Until 1926, the Dutch language was the official
language. Markings thus often displaed the text: Meer te betalen
(WA 4, WA 5, WA 6,WA 8, WA 23 and WA 24).
After 1926, the official language became Afrikaans and
markings used the text: Meer te betaal (WA 2, WA 9, WA 12,WA
14, WA 16, WA 19 and WA 21).
Of course the Dutch language marking stayed in use for many
years after the language change over. Some of these markings
were still in use till 1936.
In 1961, South Africa changed over to the decimal system.
Oz/ons was replaced by gramme/gram.
Some markings are only in English and originated from the
English speaking provinces Cape of Good Hope and Natal (WA
3, WA 13, WA 15 (with the Z reversed)).

The Johannesburg markings WA 18 and WA 17 originate
from WA 16, having a part of the marking removed (because of
damage?).
WA 20 is a very rare marking, it originated from the pre-Union
period when Transvaal used Roman numbers in the tax markings
to state in which post office (town) it was used. During this
period, the postal services were under Transvaal control for some
time. The roman number LXXXVI is for MBABANE (formerly
BREMERSDORP).
Some of the markings are from R.D. Allen’s listing. I haven’t
seen them on cover yet to determine the date and place of usage.
A few markings are of very poor quality and I had to strengthen
some letters with a pen.
I hope readers will be able to help me with information and
better copies. Once again Werner K. Seeba has supplied me with
lots of information and illustrations from auction catalogues
offering postage due covers.
All markings has been reduced in size to 95 % of the
originals.

WA 5.
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WA 8.

WA 20.
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WA 22.

WA 23.
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South African “Easy Letter”
by Wayne Menuz
As a means to encourage tourists to use its mail
system, the South African’s post office issued an
aerogram in 2004 with the title of “Easy Letter”.
Actually, by UPU rules, it is not technically an
aerogram because it does not state that it is on the
front. However, in form, function and use, it is.
The stamp depicts a King Protea flower, with
simulated perforations all around so that it closely
resembles an adhesive stamp. (At first glance, it does
look like this is a formular, unstamped aerogram
with an adhesive applied.) At bottom of the indicium
is the admonition International Airmail Rate Small
Letter which essentially means “prepaid anywhere
in the world”. The whole front and back is printed
in multicolor. In form, it is a simple sheet of paper,
metric A4 in size, with no side flaps, so that, in use,

the gummed top flap closes the sheet but the sides are
open.
On the left are six South African scenes, and another
six on the right. Again, not original in concept.
However, down the center is a preprinted “check the
box” letter, obviously intended for busy tourists. As
you can see, it conveys the typical comments visitors
write on post cards and aerograms that are sent back
home. This is about as close to “text messaging” as
stationery gets!
This article first appeared in Postal Stationery, Vol. 50, No. 2, Whole
#353, March-April 2008, p. 53. Reproduced with permission.

*
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Forerunners Forum
Questions, Comments, and Answers
The Atkinson Correspondence
Lance Corporal W.A. Atkinson
served with the G Troop of the Bechuana Border Police during 1891-3. He
was first stationed at Macloutsie, but
was later during his tenure relocated to
Fort Gaberones. Several covers to him
from the Cape Colony exist. They were
all mailed from East London addressed
in the same handwriting. Three typical
examples are shown here, all franked
with 2d and cancelled with hooded or
regular Port Elizabeth dated cancellers. The cover addressed to Macloutsie received transit marks at Fourteen
Streams, Vryburg, and Mafeking and a
receiving mark at Macloutsie and this
provides excellent information on mail
route and schedules. Many of the covers
were taxed at 2d or 4d and may record
a 1892 rate change in the Cape for early
Bechuanaland Protectorate mail.
At present we know about six covers, but assume that more may exist.
Attempts to obtain information on the
corporal or the letter writer (his father?)
in East London have so far been unsuccessful. Atkinson apparently was and
still is a common name in East London.
Without knowing the first name (or initials) of the letter writer, we are unlikely
to be able to make any progress. None of
the covers we have so far seen include a
return address.
We write this to solicit your assistance and help. We are interested in obtaining information about similar covers
in your collection and also would also
like to hear if you have any insight into
the identity of the corporal and the letter
writer. Please contact Peter Thy (thy@
kronestamps.dk), Johnny Barth (barth@post3.tele.
dk), or Robin Pelteret (robin@pelteret.co.za) if you
Forerunners #61 (Vol. XXI, No. 3, March-June 2008)

can help. Or simply write to Peter Thy, P.O. Box
73112, Davis, CA 95617-3112, USA.
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Cape and Natal Philatelic Journal

News From Botswana
by Peter Thy

Botswana Post issued it’s 9th definitive series on November
1, 2007. When I mentioned the new series of butterflies in last
Forerunners, I overlooked the interesting fact that the series included two standard denominated stamps. The ‘A’ stamp covers
the normal sized inland letter class (P1.90, to 120x235 mm) and
the ‘B’ will cover the next size class (P2.60, to 229x324 mm).
A series honoring artists in Botswana was issued on March
28, 2008. The series is composed of five stamps printed by
Osterreichische Staatsduckerei using offset lithography. The
designs were selected from the winners of a public competition conducted in 2007. The themes for the competition were
donkeys, energy use and conservation, performing arts in Botswana. The artists selected for the artists series were Boitshepo
Lesego, Philip Huebsch, Giel Kgamane, Tineni Kepaletswe,
Andrew Jones, and Nancy Hosenburg. It is expected that other
competition winners will be selected for future issues.
The ‘Cape & Natal Philatelic Journal’ is the official journal
of the ‘Cape and Natal Study Circle.’ Very recently, the study
circle widened its scope from the Natal and Zululand to the Cape
and Natal (and Zululand) and consequently changed its own as
well as the journal names to reflect the change. It is strange to
realize that until only a year ago, the Cape of Good Hope did not
have a specialist study circle. This has now been remedied. The
editor of the journal is John Dickson, Lismore House, Shepton
Beauchamp, TA19 0LJ, UK, johndickson@nzsc.demon.co.uk.
The latest information is that Robert Johnson, 65 Manor Part,
Briston B56 7HW, UK, robert.johnson83@hotmail.co.uk, will
shortly take over the editorship. Applications for membership
may be addressed to Jay Walmsley, 36 Salmoons Lane, Whyteleafe, Surrey CR3 0AN, UK. Residents in North America can
also contact Guy Dillaway, P.O. Box 182, Weston MA 02493,
USA, phbrit@comcast.net. Or in southern Africa Roger Porter,
12 Forest Lane, 3245 Hilton, South Africa, rogport@kznwildlife.com. The most recent issue (whole number 45) contains an
articles about the sea-borne mails of Natal being part five of a
continuing series with extensive tabulations and extracts from
the official sources. Other smaller articles deal with the POA
handstamps of Natal, telegraph overprints on Natal stamps, and
Cape postal regulations. This is definitely the Editors favorite
specialist journal and a most welcome addition to the literature
of southern Africa.
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To the surprise of all,
a commemorative postal
cancel was used at several
postal offices celebrating the
100 year anniversary of the
scout movement. This happened at the end of August
2007.
Future stamps being
planned include elephants,
olympics, National Museum
and Art Gallery, and Beetles.
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For the Record
37. The British Library has updated its web pages for stamp
collections in 2008. Included are descriptions of 50 collections
and achieves held by the library. Visit www.bl.uk/collections/
philatelic/.
38. Prestige Philately has sold at auction the ‘Tim Rybak
Collection’ on April 26, 2008. Included were a very strong
selection of the philately and postal history German Colonies
material. A remarkably well produced catalog in full color
and with many oversized illustrations.
39. Peter Robin continues to issue reply coupon auction lists.
The latest auction (#29) was conducted in May, 2008. Contact
Peter at peterrobin@att.net.
40. The latest Rhodesia postal bid sale (#6) from W. O’Connell,
Isle of Man, was conducted in March 2008 and contained a
large selection of rare postmarks. Contact O’Connell at woc@
manx.net to get on his mailing list.
41. The Philatelic Collections of the British Library has issued
their latest newsletter (issue 13, Spring 2008). It contains
short articles on the conservation efforts of the archive of
the Board of Inland Revenue Stamping Department and by
Alan Huggins on Ceylon stationery in the Tapling Collection.
The newsletter can be downloaded from the website above
(37).
42. Theodore Tedesco has continued his listing of literature on
forgeries in the British language in Philatelic Literature
Review (#218, vol. 57, No. 1, 2007, p. 29-62), Included this
time are Stellaland, South Africa, South West Africa, and
Southern Rhodesia.

was the sale of Ed Grabowski’s Guadeloupe postal history
collection that won the ‘Grand Prix d’Honneur Prize’ at
Washington 2006.

Block of 6 of the
1900 Mafeking
Siege, Sergeant
Goodyear stamp
(SG 18).

45. Spink’s June 2008 auction of ‘Important Stamps and Covers
of the World’ included items from the Royal Philatelic
Collection. What particularly jumped out was a left mint
block of 6 with full margins of the 1900 Mafeking Siege,
1d Sergeant Goodyear stamp (SG 18). Estimated at £23,000.
46. The Rhodesian Study Circle’s 20th Annual Conference will
be held in Cape Town during August 2008 in Cape Town.
Consider attending if you can.

Lot 479, Spink’s Sovereign Sale.
Estimated at £3,500.

43. Spink’s sale of the ‘Sovereign’ collection in May 2008
was conducted to benefit the National Postal Museum. Of
particular note were selections of British East and Central
Africa, Cape of Good Hope, and Mafeking Siege and other
Boer siege stamps. A rare Stellaland ‘Twee’ overprint (S.G.
#6) with 1989 RPS certificate for a split second tempted the
Editor. Estimated at £3,500.
44. The well-known US auction firm Shreves Galleries was in
2007 acquired by the British auction company Spink. Shreves
continues under the name ‘Spink Shreves Galleries’ pretty
much as previously. The first sale under the new ‘leadership’
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47. Christoph Gaerther Auctionhaus has distribute the
catalogues for the May 2008 (#7) auction. As usual a good
source of postal history and postal stationery. Visit www.
auctionen-gaerther.de.
48. Grosvenor’s May 2008 sale contained collections of Falkland
and Gilbert Islands and Ireland collections. For the southern
Africa collectors were two vertical strips of the Matabeleland
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Reuters Telegraph stamps (lots 1224-25) (see Forerunners
#57). Only estimated at £300-400 each.
48. The London Philatelist has recently been a goldmine for
southern African articles. Alan Drysdall wrote in no. 1354
about the ‘1937 King George VI Coronation Issue and the
Case of Northern Rhodesia’ (p. 82-93) and Brian Hurst
wrote in no. 1353 about the ‘British Bechuanaland First
Provisional Overprints of 1885-87’ (p. 52-68). Finally,
Michael Sefi, Keeper of the Royal Philatelic Collection, gave
in no. 1356 a summary of the ‘Royal Philatelic Collection:
Southern Africa” (p. 159-172).

New Books
Hahn, A., 2008. Essays and Printing Trials from the F.A. Philbrick
Collection and the ‘Pressuan Find.’ Research Group Great
Britain in the Bund Deutscher Philatelisten. Museumsstiftung
Post und Telekommunikation, Kassel, Germany. (Contact
Heinz-willi.beckers@t-online.de for information).
Yendall, E., 2008. The King George VI Large Key Type. Revenue
and Postage High Value Stamps 1937-1953. Royal Philatelic
Society of London.
Farrant, M.G., 2007. The Postal History of German East Africa
in World War I. German and Colonies Philatelic Society.
Wilkinson, F., 2007. Royal Mail Coaches – An illustrated History.
Tempus (The Mill, Brimscombe Port, Stroud, Glos GL5
2QG, UK).
Beale, P., 2008. The Agents of the General Post Office in West
Africa during the 19th Century, Covering Fernando Po, Lagos,
Madeira, St, Vincent (Cape Verge Isles) and Freetown. West
Africa Study Circle. Available from Rob May, Longdown
Farm Cottage, Cadsden, Princes Risborough HP27 ONF,
UK, email robmay@freenet.co.uk.
Cooksey, C.J., 2008. Early Gold Mining in Southern Rhodesia
– The Mining Regulations and Revenue Documents of the
British South Africa Company. Memoir 9, Rhodesian Study
Circle. Contact Jean Cheston, 24 Gomshall Rd., Cheam
Surrey, SM2 7JZ, UK, for details (£12 by airmail).

The Editor’s Most Urgent Wantlist
It is a constant struggle to fill the pages of Forerunners. The
problem is not so much feature articles and the regular columns.
The problem is more the smaller items related to news from
the collecting community, stamps issues, significant auctions,
books and books reviews, major articles in other journals, and
development in the postal services covering southern Africa. Also
needed are reports of changes of addresses and email, requests
for help with research projects, requests for the free membership
adds, and simple or complex questions for our expert panel. In
fact it is a long time since the editor has received a letter or email
that was not solicited. Even correspondences with complaints and
corrections to an article are rare occurrences. It cannot be that
everything written and shown in Forerunners is perfect and that
nobody has better and unknown covers and new information.
Please let the letter and emails come. Forerunners is for you
- the reader.

Page 115

Speciality Editors for Forerunners
The Editor and the Forerunners depends on our Speciality
Editors. These are listed on the first page of each issue together
with their speciality areas. The duty of a specialist editor is
straight forward.
It is not a requirement that the Speciality Editor will write an
article for each issue, but it will certainly not be discouraged. An
important function is to seek out potential authors and encourage
them to write articles for Forerunners. This may involve technical
and editorial assistance to potential authors. The Editor may also
need assistance with evaluating and editing submitted articles
whose subject is outside his own expertise.
The ideal description for a Speciality Editor: Broadly
knowledgeable philatelist. Specialist collector and perhaps
exhibitor. Active in organized philately. Well versed with the
existing literature and specialist journals. Perhaps already
writing articles for the specialist journals and hopefully also for
Forerunners. Admittedly, few of our existing Speciality Editors
will fit this description so don’t restrain yourself from coming
forward.
As a regular reader of the Forerunners you will be aware that
some areas are well represented on the pages of Forerunners.
Other are poorly represented. It is difficult to hide that the
Bechuanalands recently have been overrepresented. Nobody has
complained, but it would be ideal if we could produce a more
evenly balanced Forerunners. Look at the Speciality Editor list
and decide it you can help. Contact the Editor even if your subject
is already covered.

Book Reviews
The Aerogrammes of the Union of South Africa, 1942-1961 by
Eddie Bridges. Published by South African Collectors Society,
2004, 91 pages, soft cover, A4 format.
This is a specialized study of the Union aerogrammes till
1961. It treats the stampless air letter cards, including British cards
used by South African troops, the honour cards, South African
produced stampless cards, the Jewish New Year air letter cards,
the stampless Christmas cards, Korean air mail letter cards, and
the Springbok cards. Included is an extensive specialist treatment
of the military 3d active service and airmail letter cards. A similar
treatment is given to the various 6d civilian letter cards issued
from 1944 to 1961 as well as the inland cards issued from 1948.
Included are also an extensive bibliography and a cross-referenced
checklist (Union Handbook, Quik, Kessler, Higgins & Cage,
Katalog Afrika Aerogramme).
The most complex Union aerogrammes were the WW2
military issues that were printed using several stamp dies, at
least two printing presses, papers, gum applications, and cutting
knives. To make things even more complicated, many of the
aerogrammes have serial numbers, apparently applied unrelated
to the printing. Some of the issues were also overprinted used in
the High Commission Territories and South West Africa. Bridges
does a very good job of sorting the basic features out, but leaves us
(fortunately) with many unanswered questions. This book should
belong to all postal stationery collectors of southern Africa.
Peter Thy
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Society Auction Manager
Since our previous auction manager retired after having
managed our society auctions for many years, we have been
unable to locate a replacement. A society auction is clearly one
of the most important benefits of being a member of a specialist
society like PSGSA. The lack of an auction may therefore hurt
us in the long run. Traditionally society auctions are done using
printed lists that are distributed to members as part of a newsletter
or separately. Several specialist societies similar to ours are able
to maintain auctions at regular or intermittent intervals. Most of
these are done purely using printed auction lists. However, times
have changed and emails and web pages have become common
and should be considered. If anybody is in for the fun - there is a
challenging society board position available. Contact any board
member or the editor if you feel the urge and excitement.

Society Publications

South West Africa postal stationery. I am seaking pre-1969
items. Please send offer to Jan Stolk, Waterhoenlaan 24, B-9120
Melsele, Belgium; janstolk@belgacom.net.
Mafeking covers. Want to purchase or trade for covers to/from,
or through Mafeking, 1885 to present. Send photocopies, prices
or trade want list to Frederick Lawrence, 658 W. Douglas Ave.,
Gilbert, AZ 85233-3219; ieconsulting@cox.net.
South African postage due covers. Looking for postage due
mail from and to South Africa, all periods welcome. Please send
offers to Jan Stolk, Waterhoenlaan 24, B-9120 Melsele, Belgium;
janstolk@belgacom.net.
Bechuanaland and Botswana postal stationery. Used, stamped
and unstamped, stationery from any territory and any period are
needed for collection and exhibit. Send offer to Peter Thy, P.O.
Box 73112, Davis, CA 95617-3112 or email thy@kronestamps.
dk.

Hisey and Bartshe, 2003. Philately of the Orange Free State, Vol.
1, The Postage Stamps. Hardbound, 280 pages in full color,
$35 plus $5 s/h in the US, plus $10 elsewhere by air.
Hisey and Bartshe, 2004. Philately of the Orange Free State, Vol.
2, The Telegraphs. Hardbound, 250 pages in full color, $35
plus $5 s/h in the US, plus $10 elsewhere by air.
Forerunners on CD, Issues 1 to 50 (CD-ROM). $25 plus $5
s/h.
Taylor, Robert. Early Postal Services of the Cape of Good Hope
PSGSA Exhibit Series (CD-ROM). $15 pp.
Lodoen, Peter. Accepted - Rejected: Life of a Botswana Stamp
Designer. $25 full color print, $10 on CD-ROM. Postage
paid.
Hisey, B. (compiler), 2006. Postal Office Names of Southern
Africa According to Ralph Putzel (CD-ROM). $15 pp.

Postmarks. Specialist collector seeks trading partners and
unsorted low value duplicates in quantity. I collect pre-Union
to 1935. Anything later is available to swap with you. Please
contact before sending material. Ashley Cotter-Cairns, 89
Cameron, Hudson, QC, JOP 1HO, Canada, or acottercairns@
hotmail.com.

To order contact David McNamee at the addresses given on page 1.

Numerical Cancellers (BONCs) used in Southern Africa sought
by collector. Contact me for wantlist or let me know what you
can offer. Werner Seeba, In Den Wannenaeckern 14, D-70374
Stuttgart 50, Germany.

The Market Place
Cape of Good Hope. I buy postal history material, specially
the period 1652 - 1853. Please send scan or photocopy with
price. Johnny Barth, Nivavaenge 25, DK 2990 Niva, Denmark.
E-mail: barth@post3.tele.dk.
SA Homelands used. Seeking postally used stamps and covers
(larger lots with duplication OK). Have used Homelands and
GB, Commonwealth (Australia, NZ, others) to trade. Send
description/scan/price to Chris Oberholster, 2013 Yancy Drive,
Bessemer, AL 35022; pangolin100@aol.com.
Wanted: Postal Savings Books and related items from any
southern African territories and countries. Send photocopies/
scans and descriptions to Peter Thy, P.O. Box 73112, Davis CA
95617-3112, thy@kronestamps.dk.
Bophuthatswana used. Wish to trade for used in/off cover,
including revenues and postal stationery. Have all Homelands
used, some mint and older general worldwide to trade. Write Will
Ross, 4120 Schuylkill Dr., Calabasas, CA 91302.

Forerunners #61 (Vol. XXI, No. 3, March-June 2008)

Join the American Philatelic Society. Membership applications
and benefits information: APS, 100 Match Factory Place, College,
PA 16803, USA.
Madagascar postal stationery. Used and unused, stamped and
unstamped, stationery from the greater Madagascar area. Any
period and type are needed for collection and exhibit. Send offer
to Peter Thy, P.O. Box 73112, Davis, CA 95617-3112 or email
thy@kronestamps.dk.

Commercial Ad Rate Schedule
Premium positions (full covers only):
1/1 page inside front cover single issue $60, annual $150, two
years $280.
1/1 page inside back cover single issue $50, annual $120, two
years $200.
1/1 page outside back cover single issue $60, annual $150, two
years $280.
Front cover sponsorship banner $70 single issue, annual $180.
Non-premium position:
1/3 page: single issue $20, annual $60, two years $100.
1/1 page: single issue $40, annual $95, two years $170.
All advertisers who reserve space for one year or longer will
receive full membership to the PSGSA. Contact the Society
Treasurer or Editor for any special requirements and for booking
your premium spaces. All payment should be addressed to the
Treasurer. The Editor will assist with ad designs if required.

Page 116

On the outbreak of the Boer War in 1899 direct communication between the UK and South Africa became essential. The Eastern Telegraph
Company contracted the Telegraph Construction & Maintenance Company to manufacture and lay the cables. CS Anglia laid the 2065 nm first
stage from Cape Town to St Helena completing it by 26 November 1899. While CS Anglia returned to the UK for more cable CS Seine laid the
section from St Helena to Ascension a distance of 844 nm completing it by 15 December 1899. CS Anglia then laid 1975 nm of cable from Ascension to St Vincent, Cape Verde Islands, completing the task by 21 February 1900. At St Vincent the cable connected with the Western Telegraph
Company’s cables to Carcavelos, Portugal, then via Eastern to Porthcurno, England. In 1901 the Eastern Telegraph Company contracted the same
company to manufacture and lay cables from St Vincent to Madeira and from there to Porthcurno. CS Anglia and CS Britannia (2) carried out the
work. As an alternative route in case of cable failure CS Anglia laid a cable from Ascension to Freetown, Sierra Leone a distance of 1125 nm in
1901. From http://www.atlantic-cable.com/.

Membership Application

Membership fees are $25 US and Canada and $30 Europe and southern Africa (contact the Treasurer
for other destinations). Initial membership includes all back issues for the year joined (July to June).
Payment options are as follows: (1) US dollar check drawn on a US bank, (2) dollar money order, (3)
PayPal to dmcnamee@aol.com, (4) pound sterling bank check drawn on a UK bank and payable to
E.M. Hisey, and (5) US $, pound sterling, or Euro currency sent registered mail. Complete the following
form and mail to David McNamee, PSGSA Treasurer,15 Woodland Dr., Alamo CA 94507. Or email
to dmcnamee@aol.com.
Name:
Address:
Email address:
Collecting interests:
Comments:

Publications of the PSGSA
REJECTED-ACCEPTED:
LIFE OF A BOTSWANA STAMP DESIGNER
by P. Lodoen
Price $25 in color print, $10 CD-ROM, postage paid.
Download free as pdf file from Society website.

Philately of the Orange Free State
Vol. 2 THE TELEGRAPHS
R.W. Hisey & R.T. Bartshe
A history and study of the Telegraph system and stamps of the Orange Free State,
its occupation and successor Orange River Colony. Covering the stamps, Offices, routes, rates,
postmarks, forms, etc. The first comprehensive work on this subject.
Vermeil at Stampshow 2004
In full color, hardbound, 250 pages on coated paper.
Price $35 plus s/h of $5 in the US and $10 elsewhere.

Vol. 1 THE POSTAGE STAMPS
R.W. Hisey & R.T. Bartshe
Covering the postage stamps of the Orange Free State and its occupation. The most thorough and modern
work on this subject available. Gold Medal at Stampshow 2002, Large
Vermeil at FIP Espana 2004 and Large Vermeil at South African National Show 2002.
In full color, hardbound, 280 pages on coated paper.
Price and ordering information as above.

FORERUNNERS ON CD
Edited by R.W. Hisey
Issues #1 to 50 (CD-ROM). $25 plus $5 s/h.

POSTAL OFFICE NAMES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
ACCORDING TO RALPH PUTZEL
Spreadsheet (Excel) and Database (Access) Compilation of Office Names

Compiled by R.W. Hisey
CD-ROM $15 pp.

EARLY POSTAL SERVICES OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE
by R. Taylor
Exhibit Series (CD-ROM). $15 pp.
All publications payable by US or UK check (latter made out to R. W. Hisey), cash,
or Paypal to dmcnamee@aol.com. Mail to David McNamee, 15 Woodland Dr., Alamo CA 94507, USA.
The OFS books should be ordered from and paid directly to Bob Hisey, 7227 Sparta Rd., Sebring, FL 33875; bobhisey@comcast.net.

