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Editorial Notes

Another issue has materialized starting a couple of month
ago from an empty inbox. Thanks to a promised article coming
through in the last minute and a study by the Editor that had to
be completed earlier than anticipated. This is an editor’s life in
a nutshell. Always hoping for a small miracle.

The current issue clearly has an Zimbabwean theme. It
contains a compilation by Bob Hisey of the Zimbabwe infla-
tion postal rates between 1980 and until 2009 when the cur-
rency was converted to a US$ base. The result was a society in
scramble with a postal service that basically had collapsed. A
good example is the taxed cover on the backside of the journal
cover to the US taxed by an astronomical 54.000.000 Z$! Colin
Moxham continues the Zimbabwe themes with the conclusion
of his peace doves to Southern Africa and his regular column on
News from Zimbabwe. The latter includes an account written
by lan Johnstone detailing a visit by the Mashonaland Philatelic
Society of Harare to the Royal Philatelic Society of Bulawayo.

Our President in his corner on the next page touches on the
very important subject of selling and disposing stamp collec-
tions. Most of us reaching our mature ages will need to make
preparations for passing on our collections. My interest in the
subject - just having passed the 65 years and now qualifying for
retirement and medicare - was certainly awoken. For those of
you who follow the American presidential debate, this is also
the age when you are being admitted into the exclusive group
of 47 % of the American population. Do | want to take charge
myself of the disposal of my collections or do | want to leave
this to my family who certainly would not recognize the signifi-
cance of a 1888 registration envelope from Bechuanaland. The
answer was clear to me and the first action was to write a note
added to my important papers detailing how to dispose of my
collection and who to contact for help. Hope that it will be seen
when needed.

My collection of the postal stationery of the Bechuanalands
has been put together during the past nearly 30 years. It has for

Preservation of Scale in Forerunners

Despite that we strive to preserve the original scales of phil-
atelic material in Forerunners, often we fails for either practi-
cal reasons or because of technical or printing problems. It can
also be difficult to fit many large sized envelopes onto a couple
of pages and reduction in size is necessary. In most cases the
reduction will be given. More than often the scans submitted
do not conform with the Editors computer and software (or his
skills). The results too often are that the original scale of an
item is lost in the transfer. This is not necessarily the fault of the
author. However, if preservation of scale is important to you,
include the original dimensions of the items in the subcaptions.

The deadline for the next issue will be February 15, 2013. Please let the
Editor have your contributions - small or large - as soon as possible.

rr... PHILATELIC
FOUNDATION

WITH AFRICA
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some years already reached a stage when new finds and addi-
tions are rare and unlikely (not to mention Madagascar, OFS,
and Zanzibar to which my interests over the years slowly has
spread like controlled by gravity). | know that some of our
members recently have sold treasured life-long collections. Per-
haps somebody would care to tell us about their experiences
selling and how and why they made the decision? I am sure that
this would have a strong interest to many members.

You may have noted our new security policy of not automat-
ically including members mailing addresses and emails. If you
still want to give your addresses with an article, all you need to
do is to include it in your original text.

Halloween is approaching and critters like these will soon be knocking on
my door demanding treats in exchange for leaving me and my house in peace.
Happy Halloween to All!

Society Affairs

The Forerunners is the official journal of the Philatelic Society
for Greater Southern Africa. The journal is published three times
per year for the periods July/October, November/February, and
March/June. Subscription to the Forerunners is included in the
membership fees to the Philatelic Society for Greater Southern
Africa (PSGSA). Membership fees are US$25 for USA mailing
addresses and US$30 for all other addresses. Those that join
before July 1st will receive the complete back issues for that
year. Thereafter annual renewals occur in August and are due by
September 1st. A sample copy of Forerunners is available from
the Editor for $6. Presentation issue can be freely downloaded
together with application form from psgsa.thestampweb.com.
Advertising rates can be found in the Market Place section.
Payment options are (1) check drawn on a US bank and made
payable to PSGSA, (2) US $ or £ Sterling bank notes at the
current exchange rates and mailed at the sender’s own risk, or (3)
PayPal plus $1 fee to the Society Treasurer at dmcnamee@aol.
com. All membership fees and other payments should be mailed
directly to the Treasurer. All communications about membership,
subscriptions, publications, activities, and services of the Society
should be sent to the Secretary.

Instructions for Manuscript Submissions

Manuscripts should be sent to the appropriate member of the Editorial Board or
directly to one of the Editors. Electronic versions of submissions are preferred
either embedded in an email message, email attachments or on a floppy disk or
CD. MS Word files are preferred. Avoid complex tables, unless in text format.
Illustrations should be in color and scanned at least at 150 dpi and submitted
in tif, gif, or jpg formats. Illustrations should not be embedded in manuscript
files. Contact the Editors if you have any questions and your submission requires
special attention. Needless to say, good old fashioned typed or hand written
manuscripts and photocopies can still be submitted and are most welcome.
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President’s Corner

Greetings once again from Ontario. In my President’s Corner
in # 72 of our Journal, | wrote about working on the collection
of a deceased friend and some of the difficulties involved and
the length of time | should have to spend on the exercise. This
started me thinking about my own collection of thematic material
on the subject of “Insects”. Obviously, | do not wish to leave
my surviving relatives with a big problem. When | started to
go through it | realized that it was going to take a considerable
time, especially as quite a lot of the material was residing in my
exhibit “Microcosmos”. | have pretty well stopped buying any
new material and am at present wondering what to do with the
exhibit. | had some tentative thoughts on a few improvements |
could make, but the files of the pages reside in a computer that
would be a problem to transfer to my new machine. Sounds like
too much hard work to me!

The next thing | discovered was that long sets of insect stamps
had been broken up and distributed in several albums representing
individual insect families. How is it we can never think that this
might not be a good idea until the need arises to re-assemble
everything. So this is what is occupying my time at the moment
and since the local library has a recent set of Scott catalogues,
I am able to start cataloguing the material. There seems to be
quite a few Topical/Thematic dealers listed in the APS Journal,
so | am hoping that I shall be able to dispose of all my treasures!

Also in No. 72, on page 27, Peter Lodoen had put in a quiz on
some material from British Central Africa and | had a problem
with one of the items. This was a £10 stamp, SG 152 with a fiscal
cancel from RUO and the question was “What was the primary
use of the cancel type on this stamp”, with the answer being “Hut
Tax? | had thought that it was the 3/- value stamps that paid the
Hut Tax, as so many of them are very difficult to find postally
used. Could someone enlighten me?

Until next time........

Postmarks

by Peter Lodoen
Two Cape of Good Hope cancellers are distinguished from
all others in that they employ vertical bars.
The first was used exclusively at
' _‘ ' Cape Town on newspapers and cheap-
rate matter, usually on half penny
! ' stamps.
t L} an

The second, bearing Kimberley’s
signature 227, is quite scarce. The
cancel, also seen on half penny adhe-
sives, and was also likely reserved for
low-rate mail.

See our President’s column above and the Forerunners
Forum for a follow-up on the last Potmark Quitz.

>4

New Members

Welcome to

Jeffrey Hesselson of Saskatchewan, Canada
Main interests are Union of South Africa and
early South African Aerophilately

Patrick Koppel of Tennessee
General interest in Southern Africa

Changes of address or email should be reported to the
Secretary-Treasurer David McNamee at dmcnamee@aol.com.

Contact David McNamee if you wish to reach another member.

TBVC Studiegroep/Study Group

The study group has started a comprehensive study of the
stamp issues of the South Africa Homelands. TBVC stands for
Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, and Ciskei. So far four sum-
maries of the stamp issues of Transkei and Bophuthatswana
have been distributed:

No. T1: Summary, 1963 Transkei Legislative Assembly;
1976 Independence Series (8 pages).

No. T2: 1976-84 first definitive series (12 pages).

No. T3: 1977 Transkei Airways; 1977 medical plants;
1977 Radio Transkei (8 pages).

No. B1: Summary, Independence issue (1977) (8 pages).

No. B2: First definitive series (1977) (12 pages).

Each stamp description gives a detailed summary of the
philatelic knowledge as well as the special cancellations and
covers. If your interest is the homelands, this is definitely some-
thing that you will want to see and a project you must get in-
volved in. The group invites comments and input to the project.
Contact Connie Liebenberg at jacoli@mweb.co.za to get on the
mailing list for the TBVC annexes and to offer your help.

Archive CD of Forerunners

The Archive CD of Forerunners is kept up to date continu-
ously. Each new issue is added to the CD at publication. Since
they are all digital, the CD can be searched, but in two steps.
The first search result will list all the issues that contain the
searched for term. The issues can then be searched separately
for every instance of that term.

The CD is now really valuable for new members, who can
thus cheaply and easily get a full run of the Journal. In the fu-
ture, if we go in whole or part to digital publication, it will be
useful for all members to maintain a complete run without hav-
ing to save it themselves. Order details on the inside front cover.

Bas Payne writes on page 22: “Forgive me - (an index)
shouldn’t be necessary, given a searchable pdf. It should be
possible to search the whole run more flexibly than using a pa-
per index.” In the Editor’s view there is still nothing that can
complete with a carefully prepared index that lets you search
for title, author, issue and date, and keywords selected by an
experienced philatelist for each article. There is no saying that
such an index should always be printed, it may most commonly
be used in an electronic format - like in library services and not
to forget by all the philatelists that still maintain a paper library.
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Membership Dues Reminder

Thank you for your past support of the Philatelic Soci-
ety for Greater Southern Africa. Our new membership year
begins anew each September. If you have not yet paid your
renewal, please do so as soon as possible.

USA members pay $25 by mail with USA check or
cash, or $26 by PayPal for each year.

Outside of USA members pay $30 by mail with US$
check or cash, or $31 by PayPal for each year.

I encourage you to sign up for 2 or more years for your

Report on the Dues Renewal Campaign

Normally for dues solicitation, | send out an invoice to
members who are not paid up for the year, roughly 90% of
our membership -- the rest are life members or paid pre-
viously for multiple years. | then follow up with an email
after 6 weeks to the dozen or so unpaid members. This costs
about $50 each year.

This year | am trying something different: | reversed the
sequence and sent out an email solicitation first. A minor
miracle, none of the emails bounced. Seven members were

convenience.

sent letters instead because we have no email address on

PayPal dues to dmcnamee@aol.com file.

or
Mail dues to:

David McNamee, PSGSA Treasurer

PO BOX 37

Alamo, CA 94507, USA

Surplus Copies of Forerunners

Response has been good: 23 of our 45 overseas and Can-
ada members are now paid up after one week, many for 2 or
more years. This saves expensive foreign airmail. | antici-
pate some more in the next week or so. Our USA response
has been good as well. Most of the overseas response has
been by PayPal, and the net bank cost for the $1020 dues
received to date has been 28 cents (!). Payment by PayPal

The Editor has a large box of surplus copies of Forerunners ~incurs some costs, and our request to add $1 per year to the
between whole no. 47 and 66 which are available to members ~ dues payment has offset almost all of the PayPal charges.

basically for the mailing expenses.

Plus to-date we have saved half of our mailing costs for the

The issues are with the number of remaining copies in pa-  annual dues solicitation.

rentheses: 47 (11), 48 (9), 49 (5), 50 (4), 51 (0), 52 (18), 53 (8),
54 (12), 55 (16), 56 (4), 57 (13), 58 (12), 59 (22), 60 (0), 61 (0),

I will follow up with regular invoices in 3-4 weeks.
Our finances remain strong. We continue to monitor our

62 (2), 63 (0), 64 (5), 65 (5), 66 (8). They are available on a costs. Of course our major cost is printing and mailing Fore-
come-first basis. Additional for mailings outside US. Note that ~ runners, and Peter and | are looking for ways to offer digital
some issues are in low stock, so don’t hesitate, contact the Edi-  subscriptions to avoid some of those costs in the future.

tor immediately. Also consider your favorite local stamp library

for a donation.

Your Treasurer, David McNamee

South African Republic Provisional of August 1895

K

by Tim Bartshe

In order to make up for a shortage of half penny stamps, the prior issue of the disselboom

=
SELET ‘\'{ 1 shilling was surcharged with the type set HALVE/PENNY and two bars canceling the 1/-

value. As is typical with so many type-set provisional issues of the Boer Republics, while
care was taken, many errors of placement were produced and the printers were not nearly as
careful as Borkenhagen was in the Free State.

Misplaced surcharges are fairly common as are the inverted surcharge. It will be noted
that none of these inverted examples were placed properly in the press and surcharged again
thereby canceling out the original value as was the case so often to their neighbors to the
south. Mathews (Transvaal Philately, 1986, page 63) and Drysdall (Transvaal Philatelist,

4 V. 26, no. 1, page 16-18) make mention of double surcharges, one very close together and

another horizontally misplaced, one very faint. The former was probably caused by inad-
vertently closing the press twice while the later was to correct the faintness caused by under
inking. A recent acquisition of mine indicates a previously unmentioned double where the
pane was misplaced in the press so the original surcharge was set at an acute angle sloping
up to the right. This was so obvious that the printer corrected this by replacing the pane into
the press to correct the strange misplacement. As this may have only affected a small por-

tion of the pane with the sheet only being partly in the press, this may be a very rare error as in numbers printed. It authenticity is
unquestioned as the print of both surcharges are impressed on the reverse which only a press can do as opposed to a hand stamp
which one would expect from a forgery.
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Peace Doves to Southern Africa, Part 3
by Colin Moxham

BY AIR MAIL

they would convey some peace to the then troubled Rhodesia.
He went on to explain that in 1980 at Independence most of the
national artifacts were handed over to the National Archives,
and he said they may still be there. We chatted on for a little
while longer and then we parted company after | had directed
him to the Dairibord stand.

I have since contacted one of the archivists at the ar-
chives and he is following up if they still have the *“Two
Peace Doves’ nesting somewhere within their walls. 1 will

PAR AVION SRR : |
( o *) e 1 2 inform you of the outcome.
*lium o X ] — — =

- OVERSEAS PARCEL POS1 =
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I will continue with the story of the porcelain ‘“TWO PEACE
DOVES’ sent to the four heads of the states of Botswana, Zam-
bia, Rhodesia, and Mozambique in earlier issues of Forerunners. |
started with Botswana and followed with Zambia and the acknowl-
edgements received from President Seretse M. Khana and President
Kenneth D. Kaunda. I will now continue with the response from
the Prime Minister of Rhodesia, Mr. lan Douglas Smith. | posted
the “Two Doves of Peace’ from the UK on the 1st February 1977. |
received an air letter from the Prime Minister’s Office of Rhodesia.
Posted on the 1st March 1977, it was not signed by the Prime Minis-
ter, but by his Social Secretary Jane Rowland.

Some ten years later | was in Bulawayo attending the Zimbabwe
International Trade Fair (ZITF). At that time | was the Group Sales
Director for the Capri Group of Companies (Pvt) Limited. As manu-
facturers of domestic refrigerators and freezers, as well as a compre-
hensive range of outdoor metal furniture, the company had quite a
large show-stand displaying these products. | recall it was Traders
Day (no public allowed) and also lunch time, so it was a very quite
time of day, | had sent my four staff off to find some lunch, so | was
manning the Capri stand alone. | saw a lone gentlemen making his
way toward me. As he got closer, | could see that it was lan Smith
(then ex Prime Minister). He greeted me with a shake of the hands,
and asked if I could direct him to the Dairibord Stand. | assured D e e R
him that | could and would, but before | do that can | ask him if he

fing Bidl Loda s

Transcript: Dear Mr. Moxham, the Prime Minister thanks you very much

could recall receiving ‘TWO PEACE DOVES’ way back in 1977.
He looked puzzled for a little while then he asked if they did fly
in, or were they in a wire basket? After | explained that they were a
pair of porcelain ornaments, then his memory began to recall them,
he assured me that he had indeed received them and had hoped that

Page 5

for the pair of china ‘Doves of Peace’ that you sent him. They are most ap-
propriate as the Prime Minister has striven for so many years to maintain
peace and order in Rhodesia. He was also pleased to hear that you had sent
the doves to leaders of more warlike countries, perhaps they will listen, at
last. The Prime Minister sends your his best wishes, and again, thanks you
very much. Yours sincerely, Jane Ried Rowland, social secretary.
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Tax Marks

The ORC Numeral Postage Due Markings

by Jan Stolk

The illustrated numeral postage due markings with numbers
from 1 to 58 were used in the ORC from 1905. Earliest recorded
is no. 3 in Springfontein on 25/05/1905. My latest recorded use
is no. 58 from Koppies used on 26/01/2000. Many were still in
use between 1980 and 2000 and maybe some are still in use.

Some numbers were never identified and it isn’t known if
they were ever issued to a post office. These numbers are 33,
35, 53, 54, and 56.

No number has been found connected to Bloemfontein.
However, | have two Bloemfontein covers from 2001 with a
blurred numeral marking in the twenties. This can also be a can-
celler returned to Bloemfontein and taken in use again.

A.G.M. Batten, FRPSL, started listing these markings and
issued a listing in the South African Philatelist, March 1981. His

findings will be included in a later column. The dates given in
the table on the next page are from my own collection and in-
formation received from Werner K. Seeba, Brian Trotter, Bram
Leeflang, and Tim Bartshe.

It will be appreciated if readers will send me information
on similar postage due markings: number, date and post office.

The next installment will be on Transvaal Roman numeral
postage due markings.

References:

Pages from a postmark collection by A.G.M.Batten.
SA Philatelist March 1981 and June 1984

OFSSC Bulletin 1980 -1986
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Numeral postage due
mark no. 1 used at
Parys in 1907.

Numeral postage
due mark no. 13
used at Jagersfon-
tain in 1923.
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Numeral postage due mark
no. 43 used at Ladybrand in
1919. See front page for the
reverse of the postcard.
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The 1893 Matabeleland Invasion of Bulawayo
by Otto Peetoom

In October 1893 two separate columns set off for the invasion
of Matabeleland, one from Victoria under command of Major
Allen Wilson and the other from Salisbury under Major Forbes.
They were to meet at the Iron Mountain called Iron Mine Hill.
It is said that Lobengula had 20,000 gun men and 80,000 men
with spears and that thousands of the enemy were gathered on
the edge of the Samabula forest, not far from Iron Mine Hill.
Lobengula’s boundary was the little Shashani River and on 12
October 1893 the Pioneers crossed the river. On the 24th Octo-
ber they reached the bank of the Shangani River and early the
following morning they were attacked by Matabele, the battle
was won by the invading forces, but thereafter their advance
was constantly hampered by the Matabele shadowing the flanks
of their columns.

A decisive battle was fought on 1st November at Imbembese
when the King’s Imperial Guard suffered defeat. The follow-
ing day the forces were within sight of Thabas Indunas, the
mountain of the Chiefs and were again attacked by Lobengula’s
Impis, just then a huge explosion was heard from the direction
of Bulawayo and they saw huge columns of smoke rising into
the air.

Major Wilson dispatched two of his scouts Burnham and In-
gram to investigate and to ascertain whether the King was still
present in the town. They found Bulawayo burning with no na-
tive in sight, then two European Traders emerged from a hut,

they had been held prisoner, but on the orders of the departing
King were to be left alive.

Lobengula had fled into the jungle to the North and the forces
entering Bulawayo on 3 November 1893 found that the retreat-
ing Matabele had not only set fire to their huts but had also
burned an immense amount of ivory, valuable hides and horns.

One trophy they managed to salvage was Lobengula’s im-
mense four foot long knobkerrie, beautifully manufactured from
a single Rhinoceros horn. Bain, a Canadian scout, secured the
item for Rhodes and | image it will be in some museum today.

After the fall of Bulawayo, Jameson was anxious to get im-
portant dispatches to Rhodes and also wanted to locate the
whereabouts of the Imperial forces under command of Major
Goold Adams who were coming up from the South as reinforce-
ments.

Captured natives had related that Gamba, Lobengula’s son-
in-law, had been sent to intercept Adams and had indeed killed
or scattered that force. Again the scouts Burnham and Ingram
were given the task of assessing the truth regarding the Imperial
force and to deliver dispatches to the nearest telegraph station
at Tati.

South of the Mangwe Pass they ran into some natives who
proved to be friendly subjects of King Khama from Bechuana-
land. From them they learned of an engagement in the Mangwe
Pass whereby Adams’s forces defeated those of Gamba. Shortly
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It took time to return to normal and possibly the earliest surviving campaign cover to be sent South during Novem-
ber is a stampless envelope endorsed ‘On active service Buluwayo — no stamps obtainable’, without a Gubulawayo
dispatch datestamp, but with a PALAPYE NO 23 93 transit.
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By late December the mail service was up and running as may be seen from a registered envelope No ‘9’ cancelled
GUBULAWAYO DE 24 93 (Grosvenor auction 16 May 2003). Being addressed to the Cape Times, it is possible that
the envelope contained ‘News from Matabeleland’ for publication in the Cape Town newspaper.

afterwards Burnham and Ingram rode into Adams’s camp and
after a few exchanges continued to Tati, but before reaching
their destination they encountered two famous scouts Johann
Colenbrander and Fredrick Courtney Selous travelling north
with dispatches for Adams and Dr. Jameson.

On their return to Bulawayo they learned that Forbes and Wil-
son had taken off after Lobengula who, with seven wagons was
trekking north towards the Zambesi River and by the 1st De-
cember the pursuers had trailed the King to within a few miles
of the Shangani River.

On the 3rd Major Wilson and his men made their last stand on
the bank of the Shangani and were slaughtered by the Matabele.
Major Forbes on the opposite bank then retreated to Bulawayo;
on 14 December the exhausted men reached Inyati, where they
were met by Selous with food and medical supplies.

On their return to Bulawayo they were welcomed by Rhodes
and Dr Jameson. Lobengula died in January 1894 and by their
tribal custom his place of burial was kept a secret.

This brief account has been gleaned from the 1927 edition of
‘Scouting on Two Continents’ by Frederick Russell Burnham,
an American scout during the 1893 Matabele War, he learnt his
skills in the Wild West.

During November 1893 Bulawayo must have been a sham-
bles, the pursuit of Lobengula was under way and no one quite
knew what the final outcome would be. Until the arrival of the
Victoria and Salisbury columns, the total European population
in the town was two Traders being held prisoner, hence there
was no mail service.

Reprinted with permission from The Rhodesian Philatelist no.
30, January 2011.

First Class Coach 1045 with the original balconies. Build in about 1930 by Gloucester Railway Carriage &
Wagon. The coach is now at the Bulawayo Railway Museum. http://www.geoffs-trains.com/.
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UPU Archival Markings on Postal Stationery
From the Cape of Good Hope

by Peter Thy

The subject of UPU Berne Archival markings on postal sta-
tionery was recently raised in the ‘Shoebox & Stationery Fo-
rum’ of Postal Stationery by Bamert (2012) describing several
markings believed to have originated from the UPU Interna-
tional Bureau of Berne in Switzerland. In a couple of journal
issues later, Bendon (2012) followed-up on this subject point-
ing out that it was important to distinguish between the UPU
reference collection that only contained one copy of each item
and the stock of surplus material at the Bureau. He further
noted that the UPU reference collection was believed to have
been destroyed around 1980, well before the appearance on the
philatelic market of duplicated pencil marked stationery around
or before 2005. Bendon further makes the observation that the
manuscript notations on the stationery match the sequence
numbers of the International Circulars distributed together with
the stamps/stationery to member countries.

Some years ago, in 2008, | purchased from a major US auc-
tion house an accumulation of southern Africa postal stationery
said to have originated from the UPU Archives. Also for sale in
the same auction were similar accumulations of East and West
African materials. The accumulation that | received, was an
about 20 cm tall stack of duplicated stationery (some folded)
including Bechuanaland, Basutoland, Swaziland, Zululand,
Orange Free State, Transvaal, Natal, Cape of Good Hope, and

South Africa (Table 1). The items variably included archival
markings dated between 1884 and 1961, but many were without
markings. There was in addition clear evidence that the collec-
tion had gone through the hands of a dealer and/or collectors as
evidenced by pencil markings of the Higgins and Gage num-
bers, often in lower corners. There is, however, no evidence
that material was added to the collection, although removal of
material for some areas is clearly evidenced, such as for Bech-
uanaland for which little material was included despite a fair
number of UPU annotated stationery can be documented.
Included in the accumulation were file cabinet index cards
made of buff card stock with a metal tab identifying in German
the country of stationery origin (Figure 1). The dimensions of
the card spacers were 21 x 16 centimeters (including the tab).
Engraved on the metal tab is ‘SOENNEKKEN 720,” identifying
a well known and still exiting German office supply company.
The manuscript notations varies over the years although of-
ten maintain a systematic pattern. The early stationery items are
annotated in ink giving the International Bureau Circular num-
ber as well as the year of distribution, like on this 1878 Cape of
Good Hope postal card (Figure 2) reading ‘No. 631.44 v. 84.”
The circular number is 631.44 while the year of distribution is
(18)84. The letters before the circular number reads ‘No.” and
before the year “v.” (von, from), written in typical German Sut-

Table 1. Cape of Good Hope Stationery from the UPU Archive

Year Circular Year| Description Annotated Not
Distributed Issued Annotated
1884 631.44 1878 Postal Card 1d 2 Ink
1882 Postal Card 1d 4 1 Ink/Pencil
1884 Registration Envelope 4d F 1 Ink
1884 Registration Envelope 4d G 1 Ink
1884 Registration Envelope 4d H 1 Ink
1882 Registration Envelope 4d 1 3
1882 Registration Envelope 4d K 1 3 Ink
1882 Wrapper 0.5d 4 1 Ink/Pencil
1882 Wrapper 1d 3 1 Ink/Pencil
1889 Unknown 1889 Postal Card™> 0.5d 3 Pencil
1889 Registration Envelope 4d F 2
1889 Registration Envelope 4d G 2
1889 Registration Envelope 4d H 2
1890 Unknown 1890 Postal Card** 1.5d 2 1 Pencil
1894 426.59 1892 Postal Card# 0.5d 1
1892 Reply Postal Card 0.5+0.5d 4 2 Pencil
1892 Reply Postal Card 1+1d 4 1 Pencil
1894 Postal Card 0.5d 4 2 Pencil
1892 Envelope 0.5d 5
1892 Envelope 2.5d 3 1 Pencil
1895 437.64 1895 Letter Card 1d 4 2 Pencil
1900 528.13 1898 Postal Card 1d 3 1 Pencil
1898 Postal Card## 1d 9 3 Pencil

* Marked '1889' only.
** Marked '1890" only.

# Assumed to have been distributed with the 1894 distribution.

## Two set each of 6 cards with front illustrations.
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Figure 1. File cabiet inde cards made of buff card stock with a nTetaI tab identifying in Ger-
man the country as Kap d. g. Hoffnung/Cape of Good Hope (21 x 16 cm).

terlin script, variants of which were commonly taught in schools
into the 1950s in Germany and Europe. The ink pen is around
1890 replaced by a pencil, while the writing style becomes in-
creasingly sloppy (Figure 3). Eventually, the circular number is
sometimes dropped with only the year of circulation remaining.
The example of this latter shown in Figure 4 illustrates how
first a wrong annotation (belonging to the previous issue) was
written and subsequently erased and replaced by only the year
of distribution. From around 1915, rubber hand stamps were
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used giving either the year or the full date.
The latest stamped date seen is from 1961
1 on aerogrammes (Figure 5).

The Cape of Good Hope section of
the accumulation reveals some interesting
observations both about the submissions
form the colony as well their preserva-
tion at UPU. The following thus details
the Cape section as illustrated in Table 1.
There was a total of 87 Cape stationery
items, of which 61 % was annotated, ei-
ther by full circular reference or only by
year of circulation. The remaining lacked
all markings.

The Cape Colony made six submis-
sions to the UPU represented in the ac-
cumulation, with the earliest in 1884 and
the latest in 1900. No Cape material was
preserved from after 1900, despite that
material from other countries exists in the
accumulation (such as Natal and Orange
Free State). The years of issue used here
is based on the Neues Ganzachen-Katalog
Afrika (Sehler, 2007).

The first group of Cape stationery was
distributed by UPU in 1884 as the then
current stationery. This distribution (631.44) included the 1878
and 1882 1d postcards, the 1882 and 1884 4d registration en-
velopes of all sizes (F, G, H, I, and K), and the 1882 newspaper
wrappers (1/2d and 1d). This represented all the different types
of stationery in use in the Cape in 1884.

The second submission was made in 1889. Included was
stationery issued in 1889 (postal card and registration enve-
lopes) of which only the postal card received 1889 markings.
Both sizes of registration envelopes
were included.

The third submission was made a
year later, in 1890, including only the
1890 1.5d postal card that received a
1890-marking. In 1890 the Cape Colo-
ny was thus up to date with its submis-
sions without missing a single issue. It
is, however, interesting that only the first
submission received the full UPU anno-
tation.

The fourth submission was made in
1894, including single and reply postal
cards and envelopes some of which was
submitted a couple of years after origi-
nally issued. The envelopes were the en-
velopes issued in 1892. The 1d rose en-
velope from 1894 may thus not yet have

et

R

RNt

Figure 2. The first Cape of Good Hope postal card from 1878 with archival marking No.

631.44 v. 84. Remains of glue and paper on the left margin.

been ready for submission. Of the 1894
submissions, only the low denomination
card and envelope (0.5 d) did not receive
any annotations. The 1892-94 large
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newspaper wrappers were never submitted, perhaps because
the stamps looked like those of the smaller wrappers already
submitted in 1884. The practice of earlier years to submit the
different issue sizes was discontinued now only including one
size of each denomination.
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Figure 3. Typical annotations on the reverse of Cape of Good
Hope postal cards written in pencil.

The fifth submission was made in 1895, including only the
1895 letter card that was fully annotated.

The sixth and final 1900 submission included the 1d car-
mine cards with or without front illustrations. Full sets of the
illustrated cards are included. Mostly all of these received full
UPU annotations.

The Cape Colony thus did not submit the 1897-98 sur-
charged cards probably because of their provisional nature as
well as the 1895 UPU card that only slightly differed from pre-
vious cards. Other Queen Victoria stationery not found in the
accumulation are the 0.5d card from 1901 with stamp design
pretty similar to those of previous stationery. Truly missing
among the submissions are only the 1894 1d rose envelope and
the 2.5d large newspaper wrapper. These may for various rea-
sons have been overlooked.

The UPU accumulation is truly a hodgepodge of remain-
ing postal stationery. The International Bureau received a large
number of stationery for distribution from member countries.

Forerunners #74 (Mol. XXVI, No. 1, July-October 2012)
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Figure 4. The upper Cape of Good Hope card shows how an errone-
ous annotation was made (631.44 v. 84) and subsequently erased and
replaced by “1889.” The lower card is the card distributed in 1884;
admittedly they look similar.

(According to Bendon (1988) 345-730 copies of each item with-
in the period discussed here.) The bureau distributed these with-
out additional overprinting and markings. We know this from
the large amount of stationery today circulating among collec-
tors with printer-supplied specimen overprinting. The material
remaining after distribution may have ended up in a file cabinet
often receiving a notation identifying the circular number and
year of distribution. Other material that may have had a similar
faith was material returned from the mail as undeliverable. In
1899, the Bureau notes according to Bendon (1988, p. 224-225)
that “Administrations are particularly requested only to pro-
vide the exact number of specimens requested so that unwanted
stocks do not again accumulate at the International Bureau.”
At the same time in 1899 it is stated: “The International
Bureau only wishes to receive 1 specimen for its own collec-
tion, rather than the 5 as before.” It is thus probably that the In-
ternational Bureau collection at least after 1899 (and probably
also before) only included one example of each item (Bendon,
2012). Surprisingly, the present accumulation of Cape Colony
postal stationery has some bearing on this subject. Close in-
spection reveals that a fair number of items show sign of previ-
ous glue remains on reverse and fronts either heavily or lightly
applied (with or without annotations). Figure 6 shows a recon-
structed page probably of a ledger book containing parts of the
1884 circulation of Cape Colony registration envelopes (the re-
construction was done matching heavy glue remains). It is thus
plausible that the International Bureau’s reference collection at
a point was dismantled and transferred to the file cabinet of re-
maining stationery. The information Bendon (2012) obtained in
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Figure 5. UPU rubber hand stamp applied on reverse of 1961 Basu-
toland aerogramme. Note German spelling of July.

Berne that the collection was destroyed around 1980 may refer
to such a dismantling and transfer to the file cabinet already
containing the surpluses. If correct, the stationery shown in Fig-
ure 6 may be part of the remains of the original UPU stationery
reference collection.

The obvious remaining question is why did the Cape of
Good Hope submit (stamps and) stationery to the UPU already
in 1884 when the fact is that the colony first became a member
of the UPU in 1895 on the first of January? Well that’s is quite a
different story that has nothing to do with postal stationery and
will have to wait for another opportunity.
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Figure 6. Reconstructed ledger book page of the International Bureau
reference collection containing Cape Colony registration envelopes
from 1882-84 (sizes K, H, and G).
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Zimbabwe Postal Rates:
The Great Inflation Wrecks the Post Office

by Bob Hisey

When Mugabe first took power in 1980, Zimbabwe was a
prosperous country, one of the two African countries that had
surplus food to export. The Zimbabwe dollar (Z$) was stable
and about at parity with the US dollar.

By February 2009, The Z$ had been devalued in 3 steps for
a total devaluation of 10 Septillion to 1. That is, a 1 followed
by 25 zeros. (10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 to 1). That
many dollar bills piled up would reach to the closest star and
back 100,000 times!

By 2009 the currency was losing half its value twice per day
and was useless. At that point Zimbabwe abandoned its curren-
cy and converted to the US Dollar, with the South Africa Rand
and Botswana Pula also circulating and accepted.

This printing of money and subsequent inflation wrecked the
country and also the Post Office. By 2009, 90% of the schools
were shut, and the postal system collapsed.

People there report surviving by using email, the telephone,
and private messengers to conduct business. Transactions were
by barter, or expressed in foreign currency, mainly the USD.
Grocery stores made change with credit coupons in USD, and
gas stations would sell coupons good for x liters of petrol!

But the bureaucracy survived. They continued to prepare
and send out PO Notices of new rate tables. Whether POs re-
ceived them (presumably by email) and then acted on them is

5 —

for the money and go spend it quickly.

Lady preparing the weekly pay packets for a 4 person office. Then each would take a shopping bag

unknown. At one visit to the Bulawayo Main PO, the clerks only
knew the domestic rate. Fortunately Geoff Brakspear, a Rhode-
sia collector, acquired and saved a full set of these. Though it
is possible that there were one or more interim rates. It is from
these notices that | have extracted a condensed rate schedule
shown here. Any errors are mine, and | would appreciate hear-
ing of them.

There were three devaluations without changing the name
of the currency. To minimize confusion, I name them here as
below.

1980 Z$A in 1980 started at par with the US$,

Aug 2006 Z$B was a 1-1,000 devaluation,

Aug 2008 Z$C was a 1-10,000,000,000 devaluation, and

Feb 2009 Z$D was a further 1-1,000,000,000,000

devaluation

People there report surviving by using email, the telephone,
and private messengers to conduct business. Transactions were
by barter, or expressed in foreign currency, mainly the USD or
the S. African Rand. In the SW area, the Botswana Pula was
in circulation. Grocery stores gave change in credit coupons in
USD, and gas stations would sell coupons good for x liters of
petrol!

Forerunners #74 (Mol. XXVI, No. 1, July-October 2012)
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Cover dated 10 January 2000 paying airmail to the ICS in the US. It is franked $30 with 12 stamps
of $2 and 6 of $1. Space limited, so lapped over at the top. Reduced to 75 % of the original.
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Cover mailed 4 January 2004 as airmail to Bangladesh. Franked with 4 $1,600 spider stamps and 2 $200 Medicinal
plants. Atotal of $6,800. Again, high enough value stamps were not available. Reduced to 75 % of the original.
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Small format cover dated 6 October 1999 to ICS in the US. Franked with one $9.10 Recreational stamp, three $2 definitives,
and two 30c definitative. A total of 7 stamps to make the rate. Masvingo is a substantial town of perhaps 100,000. The smaller

envelopes are quite scarce, as almost all mail was business/education oriented.

[

n 2
Vila Z
ZIMBREWE ZIMBWEWE
. Malte Luebker
|* \ 25 rue de Lyon
' : - CH-120 va
: A *4' __* oy
L “ELyot Switzerland

Airmail cover to Switzerland on 23 May, 2008. Franked with 4 Z, 4 E, and 2 A stamps. By this time they provided
no values, just a service. Z=Domestic, E=Europe, and A=Africa. This translates to between 9 and 10 billion of the

second currency, or 9 to 10 trillion of the original currency.
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Problems With the Post at Clanwilliam in 1901
by Richard Stroud

This short article has been prompted by an interesting cover
in the collection of Robert Johnson relating to the Clanwilliam
post office in August 1901 (see #73, p. 60-61). Robert notes
that the post office at Clanwilliam was destroyed by fire due to
arson on 10 August 1901 and, until new post-office equipment
was provided (including datestamps), cancellation of stamps on
letters and the date of posting was done by hand. The cover, il-
lustrated above, shows that the two 1/2d Cape Standing stamps
were cancelled in manuscript Clanwm 14.9.01 with, alongside,
CW 14.9.01 also in manuscript. It is addressed to Trooper Lyall
Engels, D.M.T., Swellendam.

The Military Situation in the Clanwilliams District

What was the military situation in Clanwilliam in 1901?
As a result of the second invasion of Cape Colony by the Boer
forces, Martial Law was proclaimed in the Districts of Calvinia,
Clanwilliam, Piquetburg, Malmesbury, Tulbagh, Paarl and Stel-
lenbosch on 7 January 1901. There was an extension of Mar-
tial Law throughout the Cape Colony, with the exception of
the Cape Ports, Wynberg and Native territories, on 17 January
1901.1 The Times History relates that, by the beginning of No-
vember 1901, a Republican force of 1500 (some 200 Boers and
some 1300 Cape rebels) was under arms in the Cape Colony and
that many of these were established in the very disloyal districts
of Clanwilliam, Calvinia, Sutherland, Fraserburg and Beaufort
West.2 Jones & Jones state that the district of Clanwilliam was
very sympathetic to the Boer cause.* They also note that a col-
umn commanded by Lt Col T. Capper occupied Clanwilliam in
August 1901. In October, however, Clanwilliam was overrun
by a commando of Senior Cmdt S.G. Maritz, although he was
pushed back later that month. In early 1902, the town became

the headquarters of Lt Col C.T.McM. Kavanagh, which was
harried by Veg-Gen B.D. Bouvier’s commando.?

The Postal Situation in the Clanwilliam District
What was the postal situation in Clanwilliam in 1901? Here,
the listings of Franco Frescura are invaluable. These state that
the mail service was rendered irregularly in January-February
1901 and in June-September 1901, and was suspended October-
December 1901.4 The post office at Clanwilliam, however, is
not listed as being closed as the result of Republican action.®
Divisional postal services to/from Clanwilliam were frequently
suspended as a result of Republican action, these being:8
e Clanwilliam and Bovenlangvlei — not resumed until 4
October 1902
e Clanwilliam and Calvinia — August 1901 to November
1901, also later until 4 July 1902.
e Clanwilliam and Landbergsfontein — not resumed until
5 September 1901.
e Clanwilliam and Van Rhynsdorp — not resumed until
28 June 1902.

The District Mounted Troops

To cope with the Republican invasions of the Cape Colony
and also with the threat of the Cape rebels, defence forces were
organised by General Brabant, part of which were local mili-
tia - District Mounted Troops (DMT) and Town Guards (TG)
who were liable to be called out in emergency to defend their
districts or towns. By May 1901, this militia numbered about
20,000 of whom some 12,000 were DMTs. By October, the
total strength had increased to 23,000. Their effectiveness was
variable, as their ranks were mainly drawn from townsmen, but
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much good service was done by both the DMTs and TGs. How-
ever, surrenders were common, these providing the Republican
forces with arms and ammunition. Also, some were sympa-
thetic towards the Republican cause.’

The addressee of Robert’s cover is Trooper Lyall Engels, of
the Swellendam DMT.

Summary

For the postal historian, the complex situation in Cape
Colony arising from successive invasions by the Republican
forces, the real possibility of insurrection amongst residents
sympathetic to the Boer cause (Cape rebels), and the large num-
ber of Boer prisoners of war held in the Cape Town area, has
resulted in an aspect worthy of further study. Robert Johnson’s
cover typifies what may be found, and a little research is then
needed to provide the background. Frescura notes that, when
Martial Law had been proclaimed throughout the entire Cape
Colony, censorship began to be carried out by Military Censors
appointed by, and under the control of, the officers commanding
the various towns and villages.®2 Correlation can therefore be
made with the introduction of censorship and the introduction
of many censor marks. The recent publication of Peter Prime’s
work on the British censor cachets of the War should help fa-
cilitate this study. Prime has identified two censor cachets for
Clanwilliam, one noted for the end of May 1901 and one from
the end of August 1901 to April 1902.° These correlate well
with the events in the Clanwilliam District at that time.°
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This article will be published in the Natal & Cape Philatelic
Journal in 2013. Printed in advance here with permission.

Letters to the Editor: the Future of Forerunners

Ken Sanford writes: Gentlemen, | have read your “Letters to the
Editor: The Future of Forerunners” on page 57 of the March-
June issue. | am willing to get my copy either as a downloaded
PDF file or on a CD, instead of the printed copy.

Almyr Bump writes: | have just received and read Forerunners
#73, and the comments by David McNamee, Bob Hisey and
Tim Bartshe. As a neophyte in Southern African philately and a
relatively ignorant stamp collector in general, | find this journal
always fascinating and instructive. | also appreciate the list of
related journal articles at the end of every issue. If we stay with
a print journal, which I personally prefer, I am willing to bear
the inevitable increase in dues. | recognize that I am probably
in the minority.

If we as a society decide to go electronic, | would suggest a
PDF as an email attachment if it can be kept under 3MB. If not,
I like Bob Hisey’s suggestion of a CD. | don’t think a download
available for a fixed period of time is a good idea. In my case,
I’m a soldier and there are many times when | have no access to
a computer (among other conveniences) for an extended period
of time. Therefore, | could possibly miss an issue of the journal.

As | stated above, | prefer the print version, because I’m a
Luddite at heart. However, | joined because to learn from the
journal, so | agree that we must look at cost and an electronic
version is a good idea. We should carefully examine the cours-

es of action taken by other societies, and experiment. Since the
society is based in the U.S., | would give more weight to what
our overseas members think as | believe whatever is decided
will impact them more than the U.S. membership. So let’s give
Bob Hisey’s suggestion about a web copy a try, and use that as
a starting point.

Pas Payne writes: Many thanks for Number 73 - safely received
about a week ago. Quality and interest as good as ever - con-
gratulations.

You ask about the future. For myself, as an overseas mem-
ber, I would be happy to receive Forerunners digitally - whether
as an attachment to an e-mail, or as downloadable file, provided
the quality of the digital copy is as good as or better than the
printed copy, and provided that it is in a searchable format (e.g.
a searchable pdf). There are solid advantages - | don’t think we
should simply see this as a regrettable necessity forced on us
by increasing costs. We will receive it more quickly, with less
environmental impact (less paper, less transport costs ...); it will
take up less space on overloaded shelves; and it will be easier to
search. So - go ahead, let’s join the 21st century ...

| see, by the way, that you are looking for someone to index
Forerunners. Forgive me - it shouldn’t be necessary, given a
searchable pdf. It should be possible to search the whole run
more flexibly than using a paper index.
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News from Zimbabwe
by Colin Moxham

The culture huts
series of Zimbabwe
was issued on the
29th of November,
2011.

The new definitive
series has been ex-
pected in early June,
but no reports have
so far been received
to confirm this.

The standard postage rate stamp ($100) of the 2000 defini-
tive series (SG 1021a) has been observed with shifted and miss-
ing gold print (country name and bird ikon). The ikon and Zim-
babwe are seen with marked shifts to the center of the stamp and
into ‘standard postage’ and can be completely missing. | have
pointed this out to the editor of the Stanley Gibbons catalogue
in 2009. He suggested a footnote for SG 1021a to the effect that
gold colour can be missing. This footnote has still not made it
into the 2011 edition of Stanley Gibbons’ Southern and Central
Africa catalogue.

The following report was contributed by the past Chairman
of the Mashonaland Philatelic Society, lan Johnstone.

VISIT OF THE MASHONALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY
(HARARE) TO THE ROYAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF
ZIMBABWE (BULAWAYO)

On Friday 9 March five members of the MPS drove down
to Bulawayo for the weekend, returning on the Sunday. This
long-desired event was a great success despite it having proved
impossible to arrange a tour of Bulawayo Museum’s Philatelic
Collection: for security reasons only two persons at a time are
allowed access! And due to lack of time it was not possible to
visit the famous Railway Museum, now run by RPS member
Gordon Murray who has made tremendous progress in improv-
ing and popularizing it, and even generating overseas assis-
tance. His innovations include opening a little stamp shop there,
and he hopes permission will be granted for him to run an actual
postal agency too - complete with special “Railway Museum,
Bulawayo” datestamp.

Plans for a Saturday morning bourse and auction did not
materialize, but on Saturday afternoon the regular RPS meet-
ing went very well: displays by both hosts and visitors, a small

auction, and a scrumptious tea. The visitors showed “Plating of
the BSA Company 1d Admiral”; “The Magnificent Seven” (the
seven special postal agencies in Rhodesia/Zimbabwe which
were open for one day only); “A Collection of Curiosities”
(forged postmarks, a commemorative cover date stamped on
the last day of the Federation in 1963, the Zimbabwe inflation-
period revenue stamps up to Z$200,000, etc.); “The Mulready
Envelope of 1840”; and “The Swiss Embroidered Stamp of
2000.”The hosts displayed “Zeppelin Mail of the 1930s” and
part of the RPS’s own stamp collection which had been donated
by the British South Africa Company itself.

The visitors stayed with three separate hosts, each of whom
possesses magnificent stamp collections, with the natural result
that there were some very late nights indeed. What with these
collections, and what the RPS showed at the meeting, the visi-
tors saw material the likes of which they’d only known before
as illustrations in stamp catalogues and auction catalogues.
Some of these dream items were:

- BSA Company 100-pound cherry-red of the 1898 set, fis-

cally used

- mint (and therefore tremendously valuable) high-value
stamps of the BSA Company (including the lovely Double
Heads and Admirals) and of British Central Africa (over-
printed on BSAC issues)

- inverted overprint on a pair of the 1917 Northern Rhodesia
provisional surcharge: one of which actually had in addi-
tion a “spaced letters” flaw!

- Germany’s “Ostropa” miniature sheet of 1935, fine used,
in impeccable condition

- covers flown in Zeppelins in the 1930s on cross-Atlantic
flights bearing the special high-value stamps issued for
the purpose by Germany, Italy, the USA, Finland, San
Marino, et al.

On the Saturday night Tom Muller hosted a braai at his ko-
pje-summit mansion, a fabulous venue built around and among
huge boulders and trees, with a magical view over Bulawayo far
below. The hospitality of the Bulawayo fraternity was wonder-
ful in every way, and the visitors returned to Harare sated both
bodily and philatelically. There was not even any problem with
the police roadblocks, whereas on the Friday both drivers were
induced to pay for somewhat trumped-up “offences.”

Phﬂatem: Society
www.stamps.org
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Rhodesian Potal Orders
by Peter Thy

Shown are three Rhodesian postal orders that recently have
surfaced on eBay. The are all on thin card obviously prepared
for automated machine reading with punch hole. The first is a
dual currency order of 1/- or 10c. The commission fee is in
decimal currency having been surcharged from 2d to 2¢ with a
hand stamp in purple ink. The other two are decimal currency
orders (5¢ and 50c, respectively). The dual currency order was

used in 1972, while the two decimal orders were used during
1980-81.

Southern Rhodesia, like the other Rhodesians, used over-
printed British orders presumably until the unilateral declara-
tion of independence in 1965. The currency reform occurred in
1970, consistent with these few orders.

Can anybody elaborate?
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Forerunners Forum

Questions, Comments, and Answers

British Central Africa Hut Tax

Alan Hank notes in the President’s Corner on page 2 that he
has a problem with one of the items shown by Peter Lodoen
in the postmark quiz in #72. Alan Hank says “This was a £10
stamp, SG 152, with a fiscal cancel from RUO and the ques-
tion was ‘What was the primary use of the cancel type on this
stamp’, with the answer being “Hut Tax’. | had thought that it
was the 3/- value stamps that paid the Hut Tax, as so many of
them are very difficult to find postally used. Could someone
enlighten me?”

Peter Lodoen responds: As for the hut tax on the 10 pound
BCA, | never thought about that amount being rather high for a
hut tax. Could it have been used as a tax on a business, similar
to the 10 pound annual taxes paid by businesses in Rhodesia? It
is correct that £10 is too high for having been a hut tax payment.
Joe Ross in his Hut Tax article (#45, p. 51-53) lists the rates at
between 3/- and 10/- between 1910 and 1927 for BSAC. The
double circle cancel with the town name RUO in a central ver-
tical line and ‘BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA in the periphery
apparently without a date is clearly not a postal canceller.

Postmark Studies

Steve Zirinsky writes to ask if anybody would be interested in
a postmark study? Or rather a listing of postmarks and towns
together with scanned marks. This would probably primary
be intended for a web based database. Currently, he is mostly
interested in Namibia, Swaziland, and Malawi. Let the Editor
know if you are interested. Also at hand are some preliminary
listing in exel format.

Early Letters between Southern Africa and US

Mark Schwartz is interested in hearing from you if your col-
lection includes early letters between Cape of Good Hope and
the US or Canada from before say 1880. Let the Editor know

E "

if you can help.
_ 24 0~
,y% /
Y 7/ 49

1788 Table Bay to Philadelphia folded letter endorsed “favord
by Capt Hallum” and carried by private ship to America. Sold by
Matthew Bennett’s in their sale 299 as lot 1094.
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Rhodesian Formula Registration Envelopes
Bernie Beston writes from Australia: “I am collecting regis-
tration envelopes from Rhodesia and Zimbabwe and adjoin-
ing countries. | do have numerous envelopes from Zimbabwe
etc. including mint examples. However, | am always seeking
more with the myriad papers that seem to exist. My main prob-
lem is: 1) Who sold these and at what price? 2)Who were the
printer(s)? 3) From where was the paper sourced? Is there a
reason why the papers are all so different? 4) What machines
were used for printing and collating?

Bob Hisey replies: There were two paper mills in Rhodesia/
Zimbabwe at Norton and Mutare. One had a hewsprint machine
based on groundwood from trees, and the rest of the production
was waste based, primarily for carton board and corrugating
medium. The papers | have seen used for the registered enve-
lopes is obviously waste based, and looks very like a carton
board. There was no reason to import such a junky paper, when
it was available domestically, to a government strapped for
foreign exchange. It is the nature of waste based paper to be
quite variable. So I would expect all this material was domestic,
probably from the Norton Mill which is close to Harare. The
Norton Mill was controlled by Nampak, the big SA packaging
company. Both mills are now shut down. My father ran SAPPI,
South African Pulp and Paper Industry, for some years during
and after WWII, which explains my interest in the subject.
Colin Moxham continues: | indirectly worked for a time on a
special project for SAPPI, my brief was to investigate the pos-
sibility of finding alternative markets for the Norton Mill board
products, as their traditional markets both domestic and export
were shrinking at a tremendous rate. The shoe factory in Nor-
ton, a big user of the Norton board closed due to Chinese com-
petition, who introduced plastic injected moulded shoes for the
masses. The mill was split into two divisions, board and paper,
the board division was moth balled and the paper division con-
tinued for quite some time after that, supplying the paper for
their corrugated and carton factories.

Ballon Covers and Final Offer

Ken Sanford send me the web address for his ‘Final Offer’
session on the Discover Channel. Unfortunately, it has since
ceased to work. However, here is a snapshot of the conclusion
of the negotiations.

i G
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Highlights From Journals and Newsletters

Amoore, H., 2012. CGH: the free dated letter stamps of the
Cape of Good Hope (Goldblatt types O1, O2 and O3). Cape
and Natal Philatelic Journal 16, 27-36.

Arrow, N., 2012. The story behind the stamp. The 1%d war is-
sues value. Springbok 60, 17-18.

Beukering, J. van, 2012. Private perfins on King George V
Union roll stamps. Springbok 60, 5-8.

Burke, S., 2012. A used real photograph postcard — more than
the biretta or Gaul. Journal Rhodesian Study Circle 62, 115-
116.

Dickson, J., 2012. CGH: the Donald Currie service to the Cape
— 1873 to 1876. Cape and Natal Philatelic Journal 16, 94-99.

Fennemore, B., 2012. Townshend’s vignette postcards. Runner-
post Whole Number 82, 2054-2061.

Findlay, J., 2012. The South African Legion Military Mission in
Germany (1946-1952) and the Berlin Airlift. South African
Philatelist 88, 80-83.

Frank, J., 2012. Marion Island — the postal history of the first
year. South African Philatelist 88, 10-13.

Gibbs, R.M., Barry, J., and Burke, S., 2012. Postmarks on Rho-
desia Admirals. Journal Rhodesian Study Circle 62, 135-
141,

Harrison, M., 2012. Natal: some Natal newspaper wrappers —
Trappists and Mariannhill. Cape and Natal Philatelic Jour-
nal 16, 84-93.

Hurk, G van den, 2012. The first South African machine cancel-
lations. South African Philatelist 88, 26-30.

Jorgensen, L., 2012. The 1879 “V.R./Transvaal” overprinted 3d
mauve printed on green paper — two and not three settings.
Transvaal Philatelist 47, 45-66.

Jargensen, L., 2012. The Second Republic one shilling printed
by Celliers in 1883. Transvaal Philatelist 47, 4-25.

Kamffer, G., 2012. Post Offices on South West African soil un-
der South African administration and a Post Office on South
African soil under South West African administration. South
African Philatelist 88, 45-47.

Leeflang, B., 2012. CGH: BONCs 313 and 315 — Diep River
and Maclear. Cape and Natal Philatelic Journal 16, 83.

Leeflang, B., 2012. Het postkantoor te Johannesburg. FVZA
Bartolomeu Dias 25 (95), 13-14.

Maslanka, P., 2012. British South Africa Company: hut tax to-
kens 1903-1916. Journal Rhodesian Study Circle 62, 35.
Mulder, P., 2012. Het brievenarchif van Burmeister uit East

London. FVZA Bartolomeu Dias 25 (95), 4-5.

Napier, D. and Winchester, R., 2012. A census of double head
covers. Journal Rhodesian Study Circle 62, 36-40.

Osthoff, G., 2012. The Erica photo-postcard series of RSA.
South African Philatelist 88. 52-54.

Peetoom. O., 2012. 1927-29 Pretoria typo 1d imperforate on
three or four sides. South African Philatelist 88, 66-67.
Peetoom. O., 2012. Missing colour — the 1948 1/- gnu with

frame omitted SG 62a. South African Philatelist 88, 96-97.

Porter, R., 2012. Natal: Albertina — a mystery solved. Cape and

Natal Philatelic Journal 16, 2-5.

Porter, R., 2012. Natal: the Fox Hill locals. Cape and Natal Phil-
atelic Journal 16, 8-11.

Reah-Johnson, S., 2012. Rhodesia Admirals 1913-1924. The
colour and printings of the Admirals. Journal Rhodesian
Study Circle 62, 20-24.

Reah-Johnson, S., 2012. Rhodesia Admirals 1913-1924. The
colours and printings of the 5d Admiral. Journal Rhodesian
Study Circle 62, 117-121.

Reah-Johnson, S., 2012. Rhodesia Admirals 1913-1924. The
colours and printings of the 10/- Admiral. Journal Rhode-
sian Study Circle 62, 122-125.

Reah-Johnson, S., 2012. Rhodesia Admirals 1913-1924. The
colours and printings of the 7/6d Admiral. Journal Rhode-
sian Study Circle 62, 126-128.

Reah-Johnson, S., 2012. Rhodesia Admirals 1913-1924. The
colours and printings of the 5/- Admiral. Journal Rhodesian
Study Circle 62, 129-134.

Reah-Johnson, S., 2012. The 10d Rhodesia Admiral. Journal
Rhodesian Study Circle 62, 25-29.

Schamroth, J., 2012. The early BSAC hand cancellers. The
structure of the ‘simple” and ‘roller’ mechanisms. Journal
Rhodesian Study Circle 62, 145-148.

Schemper, B. and Johnstone, 1., 2012. Mphoengs Stad. Journal
Rhodesian Study Circle 62, 31-34.

Tonking, M., 2012. The South West Africa Officials 1927-1955
revisited. South African Philatelist 88, 16-18.

Toussaint, J. and Brouns, H., 2012. De “Victoria Falls bridge”
een eeuw oud. FVZA Bartolomeu Dias 25 (94), 11-15.

New Books
Klugman, K., 2012. Classic Victorian Natal (1836-1899). David
Feldman, Geneva, Switzerland. Available on http://www.da-
vidfeldman.com/shop/index.php/.

Exchange Journals Received

The Springbok: Volume 60, No. 3 (August 2012). Received in
electronic format.

South West Africa Newsletter: Nos. 381 (May-July 2012) and
382 (Aug.-Sept. 2011). Received in electronic format.

South African Philatelist: Volume 88, Nos. 2 (April 2012) and
3 (June 2012).

FVZA Bartolomeu Dias: Volume 25, No. 95.

Transvaal Philatelist: Volume 47, No. 2 (July 2012).

World
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For the Record

193. The October 2012 auction of Argyll Etkin sold a strong
section of southern African material. Included were sev-
eral specialized collections (Rhodesia, Boer War, CGH,
Griqualand, Natal, OFS, Transvaal, and Union). Large
specialized collections of VRI OFS, Natal postal statio-
nery, and Pietersburg siege stamps including whole sheets
and essays.
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Argyll Etkin lot 799 essays.

194. Grosvenor’s October 2012 auction of British Empire and
Foreign Countries, included about 50 lots of Rhodesian
admirals and double heads, good 20 lot selection of CGH
triangulars, and 85 lots of Union material. Also sold was a
large collection of East Africa and Zanzibar.
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Scott Needs Catalogue Reviewers

The Scott Catalogue editors depend on reviewers to provide
input to the catalogues. They now need help with the general
listings of South Africa and South West Africa, but help with
other areas may also be welcome. If you think that you can help,
contact Tim Bartshe and he will put you in contact with the
Scott editors. You can always ask Tim and also the Editor as to
what is required.

Society Auction Manager

Since our previous auction manager retired after having
managed our society auctions for many years, we have been
unable to locate a replacement. A society auction is clearly one
of the most important benefits of being a member of a specialist
society like PSGSA. The lack of an auction may therefore hurt
us in the long run. Traditionally society auctions are done using
printed lists that are distributed to members as part of a newsletter
or separately. Several specialist societies similar to ours are able
to maintain auctions at regular or intermittent intervals. Most of
these are done purely using printed auction lists. However, times
have changed and emails and web pages have become common
and should be considered. If anybody is in for the fun - there is a
challenging society board position available. Contact any board
member or the Editor if you feel the urge and excitement.

Society Publications

Hisey and Bartshe, 2003. Philately of the Orange Free State, Vol.
1, The Postage Stamps. Hardbound, 280 pages in full color,
$35 plus $5 s/h in the US, plus $10 elsewhere by air.

Hisey and Bartshe, 2004. Philately of the Orange Free State,
\ol. 2, The Telegraphs. Hardbound, 250 pages in full color,
$35 plus $5 s/h in the US, plus $10 elsewhere by air. Only
two remaining.

Hisey and Bartshe, 2009. Philately of the Orange Free State, Vol.
3. Hardbound, 205 pages in full color, $35 plus $5 s/h in the
US, plus $10 elsewhere by air. Sold out.

Forerunners on CD, Issues 1 to 50 (CD-ROM). $30 plus $5 s/h.

195. Stanley Gibbons has pub- : A
lished the 2013 edition of COMMONWEALTH
the Commonwealth and & BRITISH EMPIRE
British Empire Stamps STAMPS 1840-1970
1840-1970 (also known as
Part 1). The catalogue edi- ﬂl 'l
tor Hugh Jefferies presents \ G ¥:
in a video the new cata- s | L%
logue on Twitter at http:// '
www.youtube.com/user/
StanleyGibbonsplc as well fetl
as on their home site, if —-—dl
you can find it. =
196. London 2015 is being
planned for May 2015. It
is an international exhibition un-
der the patronage by the Inter- ﬁ 1840 g
national Federation of Philately, BaA8):l8)d51102.¢
FIP. The exhibition will be held
at the Business Design Centre in STAMP
London’s Islington. There will be EXHIBITION
1,400 frames of competitive ex- LONDON
hibits. More details can be found
by visiting www.london2015.net. % 2015 ﬁ
196. David Feldman has published
Keith Klugman’s Classic Victorian Natal 1836-1899
as part of their Great Philatelic Collection Series. Go to
http://www.davidfeldman.com/shop/index.php/ for de-
tails and ordering information. John Dickson says in
the Cape & Natal Journal that “At last Natal philatelist
and postal historians have a publication worthy of their
subject. (...) The book is printed on heavy paper and the
printed images are superb..”
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Taylor, Robert. Early Postal Services of the Cape of Good Hope
PSGSA Exhibit Series (CD-ROM). $15 pp.

Lodoen, Peter. Accepted - Rejected: Life of a Botswana Stamp
Designer. $25 full color print, $10 on CD-ROM. Postage paid.

Hisey, B. (compiler), 2006. Postal Office Names of Southern
Africa According to Ralph Putzel (CD-ROM). $15 pp.

To order contact David McNamee at the addresses given on page 1.

The Market Place

Union machine and parcel postmarks. Wanted by specialist
collector. Single items, collections, or unsorted bulk
accumulations. Please contact Bas Payne on bas.payne@gmail.
com, or The Mill House, Clifford Bridge, Drewsteignton, Exeter
EX6 6QE, UK.”

Union pictorials 1926-1940. Wanted by specialist collector.
Single items, collections, or unsorted bulk accumulations
including singles. Please contact Bas Payne on bas@paynes.
demon.co.uk, or Saltbox Barn, Edney’s Lane, Denmead,
Waterlooville, PO7 6JL, UK.

Cape of Good Hope. | buy postal history material, specially
the period 1652 - 1853. Please send scan or photocopy with
price. Johnny Barth, Nivavaenge 25, DK 2990 Niva, Denmark.
E-mail: barth@post3.tele.dk.

SA Homelands used. Seeking postally used stamps and covers
(larger lots with duplication OK). Have used Homelands and
GB, Commonwealth (Australia, NZ, others) to trade. Send
description/scan/price to Chris Oberholster, 2013 Yancy Drive,
Bessemer, AL 35022; pangolin100@aol.com.

Bophuthatswana used. Wish to trade for used in/off cover,
including revenues and postal stationery. Have all Homelands
used, some mint and older general worldwide to trade. Write Will
Ross, 4120 Schuylkill Dr., Calabasas, CA 91302.

South West Africa postal stationery. | am seaking pre-1969
items. Please send offer to Jan Stolk, Waterhoenlaan 24, B-9120
Melsele, Belgium; janstolk@belgacom.net.

Mafeking siege “blueprint” covers. Want to purchase or
trade for covers with Mafeking siege “blueprint” stamps. Send
photocopies or scans, prices, or trade want list to Frederick
Lawrence, 658 W. Douglas Ave., Gilbert, AZ 85233-3219;
ieconsulting@cox.net

South African postage due covers. Looking for postage due
mail from and to South Africa, all periods welcome. Please send
offers to Jan Stolk, Waterhoenlaan 24, B-9120 Melsele, Belgium;
janstolk@belgacom.net.

Bechuanaland and Botswana postal stationery. Used, stamped
and unstamped, stationery from any territory and any period
needed for collection and exhibit. Send offer to Peter Thy, P.O.
Box 73112, Davis, CA 95617-3112 or email thy@kronestamps.
dk.

GSWA, OFS postal stationary & the Cape of Good Hope pre-
stamp period are my interests. Philatelists wishing to correspond
and exchange information / material can write to me at: Hennie

Taljaard, P O Box 816, Ceres, 6835, RSA or stadsbeplanner@
ananzi.co.za.

Zimbabwe Covers between 2008 (Jan 1) and 2009 (Apr). Bob
Hisey at bobhisey@comcast.net.

Perfins Wanted. | buy/trade for perfins of Cape, Natal, Transvaal,
ORC, and South Africa. Especially interested in on cover
examples, but will give generous return for any loose stamps.
Write or email with trade/sale proposal. Robert Weeden, 1446
Grenac Rd, Fairbanks, AK 99709 or email weeden@mosquitonet.
com.

Botswana Meter Marks: interested in all eras. For trade or
purchase. Contact Gordon Smith, 11 Elliot St., Dartmouth NS,
CANADA B2Y 2X6; gordon.smith@ns.sympatico.ca

Botswana and Bechuanaland Official Free Marks: inter-
ested in trade or purchase. Contact Gordon Smith, 11 Elliot
St., Dartmouth NS, CANADA B2Y 2X6; gordon.smith@
ns.sympatico.ca

Numerical Cancellers (BONCSs) used in Southern Africa sought
by collector. Contact me for wantlist or let me know what you
can offer. Werner Seeba, In Den Wannenaeckern 14, D-70374
Stuttgart 50, Germany.

Airmails from SA to South America. Wanted airmail covers
from SA to South or central America between 1932 and 1952.
Send scan or photocopy with price to Hugh Amoore, (9 Bishoplea
Road. Claremont, South Africa, 7708); email to: hugh.amoore@
uct.ac.za).

Swaziland Picture Postcards Wanted. Please send scan to Peter
van der Molen at molens@pixie.co.za

Send request for your free non-dealer membership ad to the
Editor. Multiple ads per issue per member are admitted as long
as space is available. Ads will run for several issues unless
specified otherwise. Limits of 40 words plus name and postal
and email addresses.

Commercial Ad Rate Schedule

Premium positions:

1/1 page inside front cover single issue $60, annual $150, two
years $280.

1/1 page inside back cover single issue $50, annual $120, two
years $200.

1/1 page outside back cover single issue $60, annual $150, two
years $280.

Contact the Editor for snaller ad sizes.

Non-premium positions:
1/2 page: single issue $20, annual $60, two years $100.
1/1 page: single issue $40, annual $95, two years $170.

All advertisers who reserve a full page ad for one year or longer
will receive full membership to the PSGSA. Contact the Society
Treasurer or Editor for any special requirements and for booking
your premium spaces. All payment should be addressed to the
Treasurer. The Editor will assist with ad designs if required.
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www.sismondostamps.com
sismondol@dreamscape.com
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Rellable, Competitively Priced & FASTI

' Estimated Turmaround Time: 2-3 WEEKS!_:E

“““ - Photo Certificates with
Detailed, Accurate, and Complete Descriptions
If vou have stamps which require certification, mail them todav!

Liane & Sergio Sismondo
Philatelic Experts
10035 Carousel Center Drive

Syracuse, New York 13290-0001 ASDA* NSDA * PTS * CSDA

Membership Application

Membership fees are $25 to US mailing addresses and $30 for all other addresses. Membership includes
a subscription to the Society’s quarterly journal Forerunners. Those that join before July 1 will receive
the complete back issues for that year. Thereafter annual renewals occur in August and are due by
September 1. If sending in dues by mail, please provide funds in US$ either in currency or a check on
a USA bank account made out to “PSGSA.” Mail all payments to David McNamee, PSGSA Treasurer,
P.O. Box 37, Alamo, CA 94507 USA. Paypal to “dmcnamee@aol.com” is also acceptable, but please
add US$ 1 extra to cover part of the PayPal fees we must pay to use the service. For some overseas
members, it might be more advantageous to send in dues for two or more years to avoid the annual
conversion fees.

Name:

Address:

Email address: APS No:

Collecting interests and Comments:




THE RAREAND UNUSUAL

Zimbabwe Inflation Cover
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Inflation over from Bukera, a tiny PO in a nature reserve. Dated 23 May, 2008 to
the UK. “Franked” with a cut-out UK mailing permit, which of course is invalid.
The letter is from a small school to an organization in the UK that supplies an
English language Christian paper to children in Zimbabwe This is a reply from
a child, see the grubby fingerprints. It was accepted for surface transit to the UK
and assessed $54 million in postage due. Neither Zimbabwean nor the UK Post
Offices attempted to collect, as by that time $54 million was worthless. The post-
age due is actually $54 billion in terms of the original Zimbabwe currency. In-
terestingly, this is an unpublished rate, or at least a rate where the PO notice has
not been seen.




