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Editorial Notes

With this issue we have several very good news. Most of all,
a member has come forward and has volunteered to manage the
member auctions. An announcement is on the next page detailing the basic rules. The first auction will be scheduled as soon as
sufficient material has come forward. Contact Moody Tidwell if
you have any questions and send him your surplus material with
description and minimum price.
The other good news is that Robert Taylor has donated four
early Cape of Good Hope covers to be sold to benefit the society. This is a Charity Auction with all proceeds going to the So-
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ciety, so bid generously (see page 32). Let the Secretary-Treasurer David McNamee have with your generous bids as soon as
possible but before April 1st.
The final good news is that Dr. Michael Dixon FRPSL has
agreed to let us post a copy of his Upper Bongoland exhibit on
out website (see page 33). All members (and any other interested) can freely download a copy of the exhibit for their own
personal enjoyment. If you have not already seen the exhibit, go
to the society website and enjoy an entertaining and educating
moment. And not the least, let the Editor have your comments
about Upper Bongoland.
That’s really not the only excitements offered in this issue.
Tony Davis is sharing his article on race and postal history of
South Africa prior to the political transformations in 1994. This
is a long article mostly because of a large number of illustrated
covers. The other featured article by Otto Peetoom about the
disruptions in the mail transport and the availability of stamps
during the Mashonaland rebellion of 1896. This is followed by
an eye witness account of the Matabele rebellion originally published in 1896.
You will need to get your contributions to the Editor as soon
as possible. Your contributions are badly needed if we are to
keep distribution an interesting and well balanced journal that
will appeal to all members.
The deadline for the next issue will be June 15, 2013. Please let the Editor
have your contributions - small or large - as soon as possible.

Announcement of Society Auction

The Society is planning an auction as soon as sufficient material is available. It will be open to all members
to buy and sell. Members wishing to consign material to
the auction should submit their items to the Auction Manager: Moody Tidwell, 912 Memorial Drive, Sturgeon Bay,
WI 54235, USA. Questions should be address to Moody
at rudolph912@gmail.com. The Auction Catalog will be
available online and as email attachment.
Consigners must (1) provide lot descriptions, (2) separate each lot unless it is a set or logical combination, (3)
identify the Scott catalog numbers and, if possible, corresponding Gibbons or other catalog numbers, (4) state
your minimum bid at or above $5, (5) provide your name,
address and email, and (6) if you wish, an appropriate jpgscan of item(s) to be shown in the catalog. If you are submitting lots to be auctioned in bulk please supply a definition of the lots and your estimated value. No lots with a
minimum bid below US$5.00 will be accepted.
Changes of address or email should be reported to the
Secretary-Treasurer David McNamee at dmcnamee@aol.com.
Contact David McNamee if you wish to reach another member.

	
  

Preservation of Scale in Forerunners

Despite that we strive to preserve the original scales of philatelic material in Forerunners, often we fails for either practical reasons or because of technical or printing problems. It can
also be difficult to fit many large sized envelopes onto a couple
of pages and reduction in size is necessary. In most cases the
reduction will be given. More than often the scans submitted
do not conform with the Editors computer and software (or his
skills). The results too often are that the original scale of an
item is lost in the transfer. This is not necessarily the fault of the
author. However, if preservation of scale is important to you,
include the original dimensions of the items in the subcaptions.

Meeting With Southern Africa Theme

Brian Trotter will be giving a presentation at the Royal Philatelic Society of London. The title is ‘Byways and Backwaters
of Southern Africa’ and is described as ‘A look at some of the
fascinating lesser known aspects of the philately of Southern
Africa. This includes military conflicts and their consequences,
along with various material not considered as being quite in the
mainstream of Southern African philately.’ The meeting is at 41
Devonshire Place and scheduled for May 2, 2013 at 5 pm.

Society Affairs

The Forerunners is the official journal of the Philatelic Society
for Greater Southern Africa. The journal is published three times
per year for the periods July/October, November/February, and
March/June. Subscription to the Forerunners is included in the
membership fees to the Philatelic Society for Greater Southern
Africa (PSGSA). Membership fees are US$25 for USA mailing
addresses and US$30 for all other addresses. Those that join
before July 1st will receive the complete back issues for that
year. Thereafter annual renewals occur in August and are due by
September 1st. A sample copy of Forerunners is available from
the Editor for $6. Presentation issue can be freely downloaded
together with application form from psgsa.thestampweb.com.
Advertising rates can be found in the Market Place section.
Payment options are (1) check drawn on a US bank and made
payable to PSGSA, (2) US $ or £ Sterling bank notes at the
current exchange rates and mailed at the sender’s own risk, or (3)
PayPal plus $1 fee to the Society Treasurer at dmcnamee@aol.
com. All membership fees and other payments should be mailed
directly to the Treasurer. All communications about membership,
subscriptions, publications, activities, and services of the Society
should be sent to the Secretary.
Instructions for Manuscript Submissions
Manuscripts should be sent to the appropriate member of the Editorial Board or
directly to one of the Editors. Electronic versions of submissions are preferred
either embedded in an email message, email attachments or on a floppy disk or
CD. MS Word files are preferred. Avoid complex tables, unless in text format.
Illustrations should be in color and scanned at least at 150 dpi and submitted
in tif, gif, or jpg formats. Illustrations should not be embedded in manuscript
files. Contact the Editors if you have any questions and your submission requires
special attention. Needless to say, good old fashioned typed or hand written
manuscripts and photocopies can still be submitted and are most welcome.
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President’s Corner

Well, the Christmas and New Year’s celebrations have passed
and winter is well on its way, so I daresay everyone is looking
forward to Spring weather. I am a member of the Philatelic
Specialists Society of Canada, which meets every month in
Toronto. There are around 68 members with philatelic interests
ranging far and wide, but with many interested in Canadian
material but few in topicals or thematics. The fact of mortality
was brought home to us quite forcibly at the end of 2012, when
we lost four members in the space of a couple of weeks. Needless
to say, they will all be missed, but my thoughts turned to the idea
that we all must enjoy life to the fullest while we can, and also
that having an interest in Philately can help us to do just that.
An auction catalogue recently arrived from one of our local
dealers and as usual, I skimmed through it to see if there were
any items from Rhodesia, finding just a single 5d Double Head in
used condition and fairly common. Imagine my surprise when I
checked the item out to find it described as 5d purple brown and
ochre, the ERROR OF COLOUR, with 1978 Royal cert. stating
“with variety “lines by King’s cheek”. The problem was that the
error of colour is on a stamp from the “Thick Ear” state of the
head-plate, which was made from an electroplate and did not
have the ‘lines by King’s cheek”, which only occurs on stamps
from the “Long Gash” head-plate. I notified the auction house and
they said they would withdraw the item. Even more interesting
was the Royal certificate, dated 1978, which was two years before
the Gerald Simpson auction in 1982 that had much detail on the
Double Head issue which was in the process of being thoroughly
investigated about that time!
My collection of material having a connection to insects is
now in the process of being broken down into sections and I
was a little frustrated at the Scott catalogues in our local library
while trying to catalogue large numbers of booklets. There are
several countries where the fact that booklets have been included
with new issues is mentioned in the listings and values for the
booklets are included. For some other countries, only panes from
the booklet are given a value, which I suppose is okay if you have
the complete booklet and can count the panes. I guess the best
thing will be to contact a dealer who specializes in booklets to
get some help. Also, we are all aware that there are “countries”
that issue stamps that do not figure in Scott, and I am not only
thinking about the early issues from countries in the Middle
East. It probably would have been a good idea to keep a record
of prices paid for this type of material, but one never thinks of
these things at the time.
						
Until next time ...

TBVC Studiegroep/Study Group

The study group has started a comprehensive study of the
stamp issues of the South Africa Homelands. TBVC stands for
Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda, and Ciskei. So far seven
summaries of the stamp issues of Transkei and Bophuthatswana
have been distributed:
No. T1: Summary, 1963 Transkei Legislative Assembly; 1976 Independence Series (8 pages).
No. T2: 1976-84 first definitive series (12 pages).
No. T3: 1977 Transkei Airways; 1977 medical plants;
1977 Radio Transkei (8 pages).
No. T4: 1977 help of the blind; 1978 pipes, weaving,
and wild fruits (9 pages).
No. T5: 1978 cripples; 1979 initiation and water resources (8 pages).
No. B1: Summary, Independence issue (1977) (8 pages).
No. B2: First definitive series (1977) (12 pages).
Each stamp description gives a detailed summary of the
philatelic knowledge as well as the special cancellations and
covers. If your interest is the homelands, this is definitely something that you will want to see and a project you must get involved in. The group invites comments and input to the project.
Contact Connie Liebenberg at jacoli@mweb.co.za to get on the
mailing list for the TBVC annexes and to offer your help.

Greetings from Werner Seeba

Anneliese and Werner Seeba are here seen enjoying a quite
summer moment. They wish us all an exciting year with lots of
new philatelic and postmark finds. Werner also wishes to direct
your attention to page 53 where he appeals for help documenting the rare numeral cancels of southern Africa.

Surplus Copies of Forerunners

The Editor has a large box of surplus copies of Forerunners
between whole no. 47 and 66 which are available to members
basically for the mailing expenses.
The issues are with the number of remaining copies in parentheses: 47 (11), 48 (9), 49 (5), 50 (4), 51 (0), 52 (18), 53 (8),
54 (12), 55 (16), 56 (4), 57 (13), 58 (12), 59 (22), 60 (0), 61 (0),
62 (2), 63 (0), 64 (5), 65 (5), 66 (8). They are available on a
come-first basis. Contact the Editor.
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Cape of Good Hope Covers from the 19th Century:
Donation Auction Benefits PSGSA
Our thanks to Robert Taylor for his donation
LOT 1 - 1813? Cover to Rondebosch. No postal markings. A Mr. Dreyer is known to have resided in Rondebosch about
1813. Pencil notation of date is of unknown origin, but could be a Jurgens dating. MAKE OFFER
LOT 2 - 1852: Small envelope from Cape Town to Dunstable, UK with decent Cape Town GPO double oval/crown in black
and receiving mark of Dunstable SEP 10 1852 in green. Rated 4d in red for outgoing ship letter and 1/- in black for the UK
incoming packet rate. SUGGESTED START $60.
LOT 3 - 1853: Small envelope from Cape Town to Union Springs, Cayuga County, New York, USA [an extremely small
village] sent via Great Britain, arriving New York City APR 10 (large NEW YORK BR PKT c.d.s. on front). Apparently
a heavy letter, prepaid 1/2 (3x 4d ship letter rate). Rated in London 2/- due for double packet letter (crossed out), then 2/8
(lined through in New York) and finally 90 cents. Fascinating, and to a rare destination. SUGGESTED START $80.
LOT 4 - Undated homemade wrapper to Mr. Onkruijdt at the Post Office in Cape Town with “Post Office Uitenhage” also on
the wrapper. No postal markings. Mr. M. J. Onkruijdt is mentioned as a clerk at the General Post Office in Cape Town in the
period 1813 – 1820. As Uitenhagen Post Office was opened 16 February 1814 and as it got its crown-in-circle postmark in
1817 (Goldblatt), the dating must be 1814 – 1817. It is possible that the letter was written by the postmaster in Uitenhagen,
H.J. van Lelyveld (1814 – 1823). MAKE OFFER
Remember, this is a Charity Auction with all proceeds going to the Society, so bid generously. The auction will close on April 1st..

1.

2
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Illustrations are not to scale. Thanks to
Johnny Barth for help with the descriptions.

3.

4.
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Upper Bongoland Exhibit for Your Enjoyment on
http://psgsa.thestampweb.com/
You may have been lucky already to have seen Michael Dixon’s fantasy exhibit about the philately and postal history of the
Upper Bongoland. However, most of us probably have never had that good luck and at the most only have heard or read about it.
Michael has now kindly allowed us to post an electronic version of the complete exhibit on our website at the address given above.
Now we all have the opportunity to browse through the pages to enjoy a moment of entertainment and education. You also get
to decide where Upper Bongoland is located, either somewhere in Africa or perhaps on a remote Pacific Ocean island. Please let
us have your response and views for the next issue of Forerunners.

Title page of exhibit.
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Race and Postal History
by Tony Davis

Fig. 1. African newspaper mailer 1934

South Africa is a fascinating subject for the historian and
for the postal historian there are many topics to research and
collect. Ongoing racial strife in that troubled land can be documented through postal history. This article addresses a number
of philatelic perspectives through to the first universal elections
in 1994 and suggests areas for further research.
Entrepreneurs were quick to realize the cash market to be
exploited with the African population. In earlier days, civil authorities imposed taxes on the pastoral societies of South Africa
(such as hut and marriage taxes) and males went to the mines
to earn monies and in turn purchase goods from shopkeepers to
take home to their families. “Umteteli wa Bantu” was a newspaper geared to the African population. A mailing sleeve for
the newspaper with a 1d Van Riebeeck definitive stamp, mailed
in 1934, was sent to Harvard University in the States (Fig. 1).
(There are numerous postcards which were produced from the
turn of the Twentieth Century depicting Africans in tribal settings, topless maidens, beaming little children, etc – which are
not part of this study.)
While the concept of apartheid – separatedness – was a guiding principle of the National Party after its electoral victory in
1948 – there already was a system of segregation in the post office. Some of this segregation was based on practical realities.
Africans were not allowed to dwell in White residential areas,
leading to the growth of the urban townships, or locations as
these were once known. A cover from Location Bloemfontein
(Fig. 2), addressed to an American religious correspondence
school in Chicago in January 1934, is an example of the location date stamp.
In the 1930s and 40s the “Non-European” or “N-E” postal
facilities came into being. Figure 3 is an example from Brakpan

in the Transvaal province, dated January 12, 1942, addressed to
Montreal, Canada. There are four Brakpan N.E. handstamps on
the cover and an additional one on the reverse. Figure 4 shows
the registry strike on a Germiston, Transvaal cover, dated September 26, 1938, with a “Germiston Non-E” postmark that is
also reflected in the registry marking.
During the Second World War there were African units with
White officers, which undertook primarily material handling
and other non-combative duties. Figure 5 illustrates an official
cover from the Third Battalion, a “Native Military” unit, posted
in Cape Town on January 14, 1944.
When the National Party came to power in 1948, they introduced bilingual postmarks, reflecting the Afrikaans and English
languages. Figure 6 is a cover from Pretoria, Transvaal, mailed
to England and dated September 7, 1956. The postmark is from
“Pretoria NB/NE” which is also reflected on the registry label
for “Nie-Blanke, Non-European”. Under the National Party race
was a pervasive matter, addressing all aspects of everyday life.
In municipal post offices there were separate entrances and
postal facilities for African and White customers. (The writer
recalls visiting the large Jeppe Street, Johannesburg post office in 1976 and inadvertently entering the Non-White facility
where a bemused African post office official directed me back
to the “European” or White entrance.)
South African forces fought against Angolan, Cuban and
resistance fighters from the South-West Peoples Organization
(SWAPO) in the northern part of South-West Africa and into
Southern Angola from the mid-1970s. Figure 7 is a cover from
a soldier serving in the 32nd Battalion with the letter redirected
through Carletonville to the President Brand Gold Mine in Welkom in the Free State province, dated August 14, 1981. The ad-
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Fig 2. ‘Location’ postmark, Bloemfontein 1934

Fig. 3. Brakpan ‘Non-European’ mail 1942

dressee is the “Chief Timekeeper (Whites)”. The mining industry maintained separate administrations for African and White
miners.
Correspondence from African townships is relatively uncommon as much of these mails were routed through nearby
urban centers. Exceptions are for official and registered mails

Page 35

(see Soweto township mail article in next issue of Forerunners). Figures 8 and 9 are examples from Orlando in Soweto
and Mamelodi near Pretoria, dated 1980 and 1983 respectively.
During the 1970s and 1980s international pressure was
brought to bear on South Africa for its racial policies by means
of embargoes, boycotts, etc. A ‘philatelic war’ was launched
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Fig. 4. Germiston ‘Non-European’ mail 1938

Fig. 5. World War II ‘Native’ military mail, 1944

against South Africa by numerous stamp-issuing countries. Figure 10 is a first day cover from Angola which commemorates
the fifth anniversary of the Soweto June 1976 unrest. Figure 11
illustrates a cover from Kenya to South Africa, dated December 13, 1978, with two stamps honoring Black Consciousness
leader Steve Biko who died in police custody in South Africa in
September 1977. The stamp was issued for International AntiApartheid Year.

Many detainees from banned African organizations, such
as the African National Congress (ANC) and Pan Africanist
Congress (PAC) as well as many of their umbrella organizations were sent to Robben Island Prison off the coast of Cape
Town. Figure 12 is an official envelope from the prison to Johannesburg, addressed to a correspondence college there. Inmates were at times allowed to further their education while
in detention. (An article on Robben Island mails appeared in
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Fig. 6. Bilingual ‘Non-European’ mail, 1956

Fig. 7. Military mail to a mine, 1981
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Fig. 8. Township mail, Orlando, 1980 (90 % of the original)

Fig. 9. Township mail Mamelodi, 1983 (90 % of the original)
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Fig. 10. Angola FDC with Soweto commemorative, 1981 (90 % of the original)

Fig. 11. Kenya letter with Steve Biko commemorative, 1978
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Fig. 12. Robben Island prison mail

Fig. 13. Letter from U.S. congressman to a ‘banned’ person, 1979 (75 % of the original)

Forerunners, #70 in 2011.) Other individuals who defied the
government were either restricted to their homes, banished to
distant rural areas, sent to other prisons or banned from being
published. An example of the latter restriction is shown in Figure 13 – a letter addressed by U.S. Congressman, Paul (“Pete”)
McCloskey Jr, to journalist Don Mattera at The Star newspaper
in Johannesburg, dated February 16, 1979. Mattera was banned
for his earlier writings but found employment as a sub editor at
the newspaper.

Figure 14 is an envelope, also addressed to The Star newspaper, from Amsterdam, Netherlands in March 1983, from the
banned South African Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU),
with a leaflet commenting on the labor scene in South Africa at
the time. Such mail would generally be seized by postal authorities if they were aware of its contents.
As a means of controlling the movement of Africans
throughout the country, the government established a series of
tribally-based “homelands”. Several of these homelands be-
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Fig. 14. Mail from a ‘banned’ organization, 1983 (60 % of the original)

Fig. 15. Transkei homeland mail, 1983
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Fig. 16. Bophuthatswana homeland mail (90 % of the original)

Fig. 17. Ciskei homeland mail (75% 0f the original)

came so-called “independent states” in the 1970s and 1980s.
Examples from the Transkei, Bophuthatswana and the Ciskei
are illustrated in Figures 15, 16 and 17. While recognized within
South Africa, the stamps were not officially recognized outside
the country. However, the writer has not seen examples of mail
from these places (as well as Venda) being subject to tax surcharges for postage or being returned. Hoping to test this theory
the writer sent a postcard from Butterworth in the Transkei in
1978 to Canada. The card got through without any postal action
(Figure 18).

Another area of research is that of African official mails
within South Africa. The government permitted local, tribal authorities to utilize official mails. Figure 19 is from the Molepo
Tribal Authority in Mphogodiba to Johannesburg, dated February 23, 1977. Figure 20 is from the Kwa-Zulu magistrate’s office in Imantshi to Johannesburg, dated January 18, 1977.
The year 1994 brought free elections to South Africa for all
racial groups for the first time and Nelson Mandela was elected
president (Figure 21).
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Fig. 18. Transkei mail to Canada, 1978

Fig. 19. Tribal authority mail, 1977 (90 % of the original)
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Fig. 20. Kwa-Zulu official mail, 1977 (90 % of the original)

Fig. 21. 1994 FDC (90 % of the original)

There are other areas of postal history to collect in South Africa which reflect the troubled history of that country. The above article hopefully introduces readers to some interesting aspects of collecting South African covers.
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A Further Review of the 1896 Matabele Rebellion
by Otto Peetoom
In the June 2001 issue of the Rhodesian Philatelist (No 21),
I published two articles on the Matabele provisionals. The first
entitled ‘The Rhodesian Gems from the Moseley Collection’
discussed a 3d on 5s block of nine with the centre stamp showing the ‘R’ in ‘THREE’ inverted. This inspired me to write ‘A
Review of the 1896 Matabele Provisionals’ which focussed on
the shortage of stamps in Bulawayo during April and May and
the overprints listed as Stanley Gibbons 51 - 53.
My experience with research and writing is that often more
questions are raised than answers offered. It seems inevitable
that the moment I publish something, new information comes
to light. I will begin this new review with a chronological list
of events.
The Matabele Rebellion Erupts Late March 1896
Opinions differ on the exact date the rebellion started ranging
from the 20th to the 24th of March. In ‘A History of Southern
Rhodesia’ from 1965 by L.H. Gann, former editor at the National Archives of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, the author noted
that it was apparently the intention of the Matabele to strike at
full moon on the 28th. However trouble started already on 20th
March in an incident involving eight African policemen caught
up in a scuffle in which three people were killed. Soon after this,
unsuspecting settlers in isolated places were attacked and either
shot, speared, stoned or bludgeoned to death. According to H.M.
Hole’s account some 151 people were killed during March and
April. This figure varies dependent on whose account one reads.
P.S. Garlake states in ‘Pioneer Forts in Rhodesia’ in Rhodesiana No 12 (September 1965) that the Rebellion started on
March 23rd and further wrote ‘... no European or European

property survived in Matabeleland outside the laagers of Bulawayo, Gwelo, Belingwe and Mangwe. Bulawayo was surrounded by 15,000 Matabele.’
In his study on the 1896 Rhodesia rebellion from 1991, G.
Strehmel illustrated many of the surviving covers sent during
the rebellion but noted only one from each of Belingwe and
Gwelo:
From Belingwe to Lt. Col Beaty Pownall of London sent
APR 96, transit Bulawayo 26 AUG 96 (4 months later),
arrived London 3 October.
From Gwelo to India MY 12 96, transit Bulawayo JU 1
96, arrived India 27 July ex Sinton, sold by Corbitts
15.11.2007 in lot 1172.
From Bulawayo during the Rebellion a fair number of covers have survived, some of them I will discuss later.
Burnt Zeederberg Coaches
According to an article in Rhodesiana (No 32, March 1975),
two Zeederberg coaches were burnt by the Matabele during the
rebellion.
The first Zeederberg coach was ambushed on 24th March
en route to Bulawayo by the rebels near Shangani. The occupants fled and the mail was strewn over the veldt by the attackers. Some of the mail was salvaged around six weeks later.
One known item that has survived is an envelope addressed
to London and postmarked Umtali MR 21 96. The stamps were
washed off and the envelope soiled by mud. It is endorsed in
red ink ‘Recovered from mail stolen by the Rebels at Shanganicontents missing-initialled-P.O. Bulo’ and forwarded to London
(Figure 1). It is from the John Michael collection and was sold

Figure 1. Recovered from Zeederberg coach ambushed on 24th March near Shangani. Ex John
Michael and Richard Knight
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by Stanley Gibbons Auction on 8 September, 1976, as lot 34;
sold again by Christie’s on 19 June, 1996, as lot 2197; and again
also by Christie’s on 20 March, 2003, as lot 547 (ex Knight).
Another cover with a similar endorsement to the one illustrated
in Figure 1 was posted from Charter (Hickman collection).
Evidence for the other burnt out stage coach is offered by
a recorded piece of salvaged mail that is the top half of an envelope with a strip of six ½d stamps cancelled KOPJE SALISBURY 24 MAR 96 (at the start of the rebellion). It is endorsed
in manuscript ‘PONGO RIVER March 1896 coach looted by
Matabele. This scrap ... ?’ The item appeared in Christie’s 19
June, 1996, sale as lot 2199 (ex Williams; Hoffman collection)
and is illustrated as Figure 2.

‘One Penny’. The sale of these 1d overprints were rationed as
stated by H. W. Garbutt in the June 1896 Philatelic Record ‘...
the Company will not sell more than six to one person.’ Thus at
the end of April, the 3d stamps were no longer in stock as the
remaining sheets had all been surcharged to 1d.
Although the above ‘One Penny’ overprints were earmarked
for fiscal use, both the 1d on 3d and 1d on 4/- (SG 51 and 52) are
known with a Bulawayo AP 17 96 postal cancellation (Harmers
20 October, 1994, lot 1564 and Christie’s 24 April, 1990, lot
381). Both were illustrated in The Rhodesian Philatelist No. 21.
Newman in the Rhodesia Weekly Review for 23 May,
1896, notes that these stamps were ‘... never issued to the public
who had to hand their letters in ... and the stamps were affixed

Figure 2. Salvaged mail cancelled KOPJE SALISBURY 24 MAR 96. Endorsed ‘PONGO RIVER
March 1896 coach looted by Matabele. Ex Williams (Hoffman collection)

Disruption of Stamp Supply and Shortage
According to C. L. Norris Newman: ‘All the values except the 8d having run clear out during April in the post office’
(Philatelic Record, September 1896). This was, however, not
the case, as will be shown later.
On 27 March, 1896, Bulawayo was cut off from the north
and the mail coach from Salisbury halted at Gwelo. Bulawayo
normally received their stocks of postage and revenue stamps
from Salisbury. With the supply line cut, Bulawayo found itself
isolated from the north. The only passage left open by the rebels
was south via the Mangwe pass to Tati. The reason being that
the Matabele expected that the settlers would flee the country
via this route and left this exit open.
The Post Office stamp register for the end of March 1896
included only 461 copies of the 3d stamp values remaining in
stock. The postage rates at the time were to South Africa 4d,
United Kingdom and other British overseas destinations 6d, and
the foreign destinations 6½d. Thus as long as the post office had
4d and 6d stamps, the 3d value was of no importance.
By the early April 1896, the Civil Commissioner needed
1d stamps for receipts. In order not to lessen the number of ½d
and 1d stamps at the post office, the Civil Commissioner, Mr.
E.R. Townsend, sent seven sheets of 3d and eighteen sheets
of 4/- stamps to the Government printer all to be surcharged

and defaced by the post office officials.’ The only known 1d on
3d fiscally used stamp appears on a 1 April ‘HADDON & SLY’
invoice receipted 2/5/1896 in the National Archives of Zimbabwe. See article by Ian Johnstone in the Journal of the Rhodesian Study Circle (vol. 212, p. 109) .
The last known use of a regular un-overprinted 4d value
(SG 28) was at Bulawayo, during the rebellion, on a registered
envelope to South Africa dated 4 May, 1896 (Figure 3).
During April 1896 (exact date are not known), emergency
supply of stamps was ordered from Cape Town as Cape postage
stamps overprinted ‘BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY’.
The first consignment included six values from ½ d to 6d, dispatched on 7 May and arriving in Bulawayo on 22 May (SG 58
to 63). Furthermore, during the early May, fifty sheets of the 5s
stamp sent to Government printer were overprinted ‘THREE
PENCE’ (SG 53).
The only known period cover (Figure 4) with a 1d on 3d
and a 1d on 4/- (SG 5l and 52) was used locally on 8 May, prior
to the arrival of emergency stocks on 22 May.
The regular ½d stamp was still available on 18 May as evidenced by an envelope with two overprinted 3d on 5s stamps
(SG 53) and a regular ½d stamp (SG 41) on a cancelled cover,
dated four days before the new supplies arrived. The post office
was thus still able on 18 May to make up the 6½d foreign rate
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Figure 3. Last known use of a regular un-overprinted 4d value (SG 28) at Bulawayo on a registered envelope to
South Africa dated 4 May, 1896

Figure 4. Only known period cover with 1d on 3d and 1d on 4/- used locally on 8 May, 1896, prior to the
arrival of emergency stocks

using an older ½d stamp. The 4 May cover (Figure 3) and this
18 May cover, using normal ½d and 4d stamps, prove that Newman’s 1896 statement that‘ ... all values except 8d having run
clear out during April’ was not true.
The earliest recorded use of the ‘THREE PENCE’ on 5s
overprint is on a 11 May, on a cover addressed to Oakham in
Rutland, England, franked by a pair of the stamps. Several
surviving covers with the ‘THREE PENCE’ on 5s overprinted
stamp are know used until 18 May and cancelled by the ‘B’
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barred diamond killer. The practice of obliterating these stamps
with the ‘B’ killer presumably continued up to 22 May when the
Cape overprints arrived and stamp rationing at the post office
ended.
The Cape overprinted emergency stocks arrived on 22
May. The first consignment of six values ½d to 6d (SG 58 to
63) arrived and were immediately issued at the post office. All
six stamps are known on cover cancelled on the first day of
usage, first illustrated in The Rhodesian Philatelist No 16 and
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Figure 5. Cape overprinted emergency stamps with a first day of issue cancel at Bulawayo (MAY 22, 96)

again here as Figure 5. With the stamp shortage over, mail was
once again cancelled with a normal single circle Bulawayo date
stamp.
Civil Commissioner’s One Penny Surcharges
The September, 2004, issue of the Journal of Rhodesian
Study Circle included an interesting article by Ian Johnstone.
He concluded that the post office did not sell one penny surcharged stamps as they were specifically required by the Civil
Commissioner, Mr. E.R. Townsend, for receipt purposes. Given
that all stamps were valid for postage and revenue, Johnston’s
suggestion that these one penny overprints ought to be listed
in catalogues as postal fiscal stamps is perhaps somewhat over
enthusiastic.
Their actual necessity for the one penny surcharges lasted
about six weeks from early in April to 22 May. The impending shortage ended when the emergency overprinted supply arrived from Cape Town. I anticipate that one way or another, the
Civil Commissioner made his stock last until the 22nd. Given
the public scramble to obtain these stamps and assuming there
were some surcharges left on the 22nd, it would not surprise me
if Townsend purchased the remains. He was a keen collector!
Prior to 22 May, both the one penny overprints are known
with postal date stamps from 17 April to 12 May. Yet there is
no evidence which can prove that either surcharges were ever
used on commercial mail. One envelope is recorded with both
versions of the overprint cancelled MY 8 96, addressed to L. W.
Sanderson, Bulawayo. This envelope is more than likely philatelic, but still very rare given it is the only known pre-22 May
use on cover. Single used examples of the stamps often show
only part of the date, if the month is readable, the year may well
be 1896. I have observed cancels for June, July, October (in
purple), and November.
Norris Newman created at least three philatelic covers
with multiple frankings of the Cape of Good Hope overprints

in combination with the 1d and 3d surcharges. They were sent
registered on 26 May to London (posted out of course), 16 June
to USA, and 26 June to South Africa.
Townsend’s one penny overprints were intended for use on
receipts, but such fiscals have a much lower survival rate than
postally used copies. In the case of the one penny surcharged
stamp, fiscal use is exceptionally rare. Zimbabwe Archives include a 1 April, 1896, invoice from ‘Haddon & Sly’ receipted
with a copy of the 1d on 3d stamp dated 2/5/96. In ‘Rhodesian
Fiscals’ from 1995 by Norman Mewett, he listed the 1d on 4/fiscally used. He may have owned an example, but it did not
feature when his collection was sold by Stephan Welz in their 23
October, 1996, sale. However, the Rhodesia Study Circle Reference collection, consisting of photocopies from auctions and
collectors, included in 1982 a 1d on 4/- stamp with a pen cancel.
E .R. Townsend collection, left to his daughter and later donated to charity, was sold by Phillips in auction on 9 December,
1982. In a later letter from Miss Townsend, she wrote: ‘I seem
to remember some stamps surcharged with my father’s initials
‘E.R.T.’ Did she refer to fiscally used one penny surcharges?
They are not mentioned in any of the descriptions in the Phillips sale.
Gunnar Strehmel’s collection included a
1d on 3d with 11 mm spacing cancelled TATI
MATABELELAND (Figure 6). I cannot decipher the date from the photocopy, but it appears
to have a ‘7’ suggesting 1897, thus well out of
period. It is the only used Matabele provisional
I am aware of that is not cancelled at Bulawayo.
Figure 6. CanCould it be philatelic or did Tamsen have any- celled at Tati
thing to do with it? It was sold by Christie’s 9
June, 1993, sale included in lot 1700.
The May 1896 Three Pence on 5/- Stamp
The most common letter rates were 1d, 4d, 6d, and 6½d.
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Stocks of the ½d value appeared sufficient to last (seen in use as
late as 18 May), but by the beginning of May stocks of the other
values must have been dwindling fast.
Choosing a 3d overprint was wise as it could help to make
up 4d or 6d. Overprinting the ‘THREE PENCE’ on 5 shillings
took place during the first ten days of May as its first usage recorded is on the 11th.
A story from Bill Williams, without a source, is reported in
the December 1962 of the Journal of the Rhodesian Study Circle. It is said that postal officials purchased the bulk of the three
pence surcharge as it arrived, thus creating a serious shortage.
Higher authority instructed them to return said stamps to stock.
The aggrieved clerks decided if they could have none, neither
should anyone else. Heavy handed use of their barred diamond
‘B’ canceller would render the stamps philatelically useless. Is
this true or is it a myth?
The Post Office policy was that each stamp should receive
an individual cancel, having said that, envelopes with a multiple
franking sometimes have one postmark between two stamps. In
the case of the Matabele 3d on 5s, many of the surviving examples were well and truly obliterated by using the barred diamond ‘B’ twice when a single strike was sufficient! However,
until the emergency stocks arrived it seems the rule that no mint
stamps were sold over the counter. On 22 May, the killer cancel
madness appears to have ended - a return to normality bringing
back a single circle date stamp to cancel the stamps. Single used
stamps cancelled with the killer ‘B’ can of course not be dated,
but all used 3d overprints with an additional C.D.S. are after
22 May. I know of seven surviving envelopes and a piece, all
stamps cancelled with the diamond ‘B’ and datestamp alongside:
MY 11 96 3d (x2) to Oakham in Rutland, England
MY 15 96 3d plus ½d (x2) to Aliwal North, Cape Colony
MY 15 96 3d (x2) to Harlesden, London
MY 16 96 3d (x2) to Princess Park, Liverpool (Mrs Von
Sobbe).
MY 18 96 3d (x2) to Grosvenor Square, London
MY 18 96 3d (x2) plus ½d (x2) Blundellsands, Liverpool, why an extra 1d postage?
MY 18 96 a 3d on 5s on a cut out from a postal stationery
registered cover
The earliest single circle Bulawayo datestamp on the 3d on
5s is 26 May, four days after the Cape of Good Hope overprints
arrived. To date I have recorded fourteen C.D.S. copies, a pair
on piece, six singles and six used on four covers.

B

A

C

Three covers are the Norris Newman creations described
previously are dated 26 May (Figure 8), 16 June, and 26 June.
Another envelope is with a vertical strip of three cancelled AU
17 96 and mailed to F. Von Sobbe, Whites Buildings, Bulawayo. The used stamps are: two without a readable date, two
with single digit of the year ‘6’ and ‘7’ (1896 and 1897), a NO
22 (1896?), a JU 24 96, and finally a vertical pair on piece dated
JY 17 96 (ex Birkhead; sold Christie’s 10 June, 1986, as lot 82).
The actual need for the 3d on 5s lasted less than two weeks.
Once the Cape of Good Hope overprints were issued on the
22nd, all necessary combinations were once again available.
The ½d stamp was used for the unsealed printed matter rate as
well as to make up the 6½d foreign rate. The 1d stamp was used
for the local postage plus receipts. The 2d stamp was for the
internal destinations. The 3d stamp was used to make up local
registration (e.g.: 3d + 2d). The 4d stamp was for South Africa
or for registration. Finally, the 6d stamp was for UK destinations and for making-up for the foreign rate.
To appreciate the first Bulawayo provisionals, we need to
bear in mind that the 22nd May, 1896, was the crucial day ending the stamp shortage. In the past individuals have asked: how
is it possible that mint multiples and C.D.S. copies of the three
pence on 5s exist and why do we not encounter used one penny
overprints with a barred diamond ‘B’ cancellation?
In April, the Civil Commissioner authorized the one penny
overprints on two values specifically for revenue on receipts. In
May, the post office required the three pence overprint for postal
purposes. To the public the potential scarcity of the overprints
suggested there was a profit in the making thus they attempted
to acquire as many as possible. To curb the public’s demand
on the overprints, strict rationing was necessary, this ended on
May 22nd.
When the Cape of Good Hope overprints arrived they included 2640 copies of the 3d values that along with the other
denominations were issued on the 22nd. In early May, 3000
copies of the 5/- stamps were surcharged ‘Three Pence’ and at
the end of May a total of 2890 copies of the 3d stamp remained.
This proves that a fair number of three pence on 5s were still in
stock on 22 May.
Use of the barred diamond ‘B’ was discontinued and the
restriction on the sale of mint stamps lifted. As noted above all
the known used three pence overprints with a C.D.S. are dated
after 22 May, 1896. Mint multiples including a surviving full
sheet of sixty stamps were almost certainly purchased from the
post office once rationing ended.

D

Figure 7. Barren diamond “B” killer. (A) One neat strike. (B) 1897 Bulawayo dated cancel. (C) Two barren diamond “B”
strikes. (D) Two strikes of the barren diamond “B” killer together with a date cancelling at Bulawayo (MAY 18 96)
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The one penny surcharge seems reasonably certain not to
have been for sale at the post office, but had to be purchased
from the British South Africa Company’s office. By 22 May,
the Civil Commissioners stock of one penny overprints must
have been close to depletion since surviving mint multiples are
rare. Only two pairs of one penny on 3d are recorded; one is in
the Royal Collection which includes an inverted ‘P’. Of the one
penny on 4s, several pairs are known, a few strips of three, a
block of four in the Royal Collection, and the largest multiple
is a block of eight.

A vertical pair in the Royal Collection of the one penny
surcharged on 4s, with a lower stamp with a single bar through
the value, is dated AP 28 96. The only envelope with both 1d
surcharges prior to 22 May are illustrated in Figure 4.
Only one 1d on 4/- stamp is known used on a piece dated
MY 12 96. It is the latest recorded date and suggests that the 1d
overprints were not subjected to the barred diamond ‘B’ canceller. This last example is from the Gerald Simpson collection
sold as lot 531 by Sotheby’s on 2 December, 1982.

Figure 8. One of Norris Newman’s creations

Figure 9. Envelope from Edward Chester & Co. to London with a rare 6d triple rate paid with 1d (x2), 4d, and 1/- (SG4, 28, and 42). Cancelled BULAWAYO AP 13 96. London MAY 23 96 arrival. It proves the availability of the values in mid-April (reduced in size to 80 % of the
original)
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Letter Home From the Matabele Rebellion
by C.J. Langton
The following is a portion of a letter, from the son of Mr.
F.R. Langton (of the Secretary’s Office), which will be read
with interest. The writer served 1½ years in the Cape Mounted
Rifles, and subsequently in the Bechuanaland Border Police, all
through the first Matebele war; after which he left on the Force
being disbanded in September last, and went up to see a piece of
land which the British South Africa Company had granted him
for his services in the war. He is 23 years of age.
“Bulawayo, June 28th, 1896.
“Dear Father, - I know it is an awfully long time since you
last heard from me, but as it happens this time, it is not altogether my own faults. Since I left the Bechuanaland Border Police,
I have been staying some 130 miles from Bulawayo, in a very
slightly developed mining district, where communications from
the nearest town were not so frequent as they might have been.
You have doubtless heard and seen described, by this time, as
much as I could tell you of wicked doings of the Matabele; but
perhaps I may be giving you news when I tell you that your
dilatory correspondent of a son had, in company with six others,
as narrow an escape from being murdered as he devoutly hopes
he is ever likely to have, and, as it may interest you, let me tell
you about it.
“In company with another, I had just started a store at the
place mentioned above (by Lower Gwelo, about 80 miles from
Gwelo township and 125 from Bulawayo), when one morning
early, as we lay just awakened in the store (March 31st), a Kaffir rushed in, sans blanket, sans shirt, sans everything, except
a terrified stare, and informed us that a party of natives, &c.,
who had left us a couple of days before had all been murdered
by a large party of Matabele. They numbered (the Whites) as
we know, seven, with some six Cape boys and a few Kaffirs.
According to his account, he was the only one that had escaped.
A pleasant awakening was it not? We immediately collected all
the whites about that part, numbering, including ourselves, seven, inspanned the cart with four oxen, put on what valuables and
blankets, food, &c., that we could, and trekked for all we were
worth for the nearest town - Gwelo, 80 miles away. We were,
as far as we knew, flying from the Kaffirs; but as it turned out
the whole country was up - but that we didn’t know at the time.
“All went well until we reached Tughen, 25 miles from
Gwelo, when we found that the store there had been deserted
and, on further examination, the murdered bodies of two whites
were discovered, evidently some days dead. The sight was awful. That decided us; we stopped there no longer than we could
help, and then went as hard as we could for Gwelo again. So
far, we had seen no Kaffirs, but the absence was ominous in the
-------This letter was originally published in 1896 in the British Post Offices’ magazine St. Martin’s-le’Grand (Volume VI, p. 477-480). It is
here reproduced as it originally appered under the title “Letter from
Bulawayo.”
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extreme. We had got within 15 miles of the township, it was just
about 4 a.m., and the road lay between two mealie-fields, when
all of a sudden “bang! bang!” the Matabele were on us; and then
the fun started. We were all armed, and we returned the compliments as well as we could; but owning to the Kaffirs being so
well hidden, together with the bad light, it was no easy matter to
obtain a decent aim. We kept going with the cart the whole time,
making a running flight of it. They evidently had information of
our coming, and were waiting for us, as they lined each side of
the road, and lay hidden in the grass and clumps of bush, popping up to blaze at us and then down again. They were shooting
horribly wild, as, although some of the lead came pretty close,
it was some ten minutes before they hit anything, and then they
managed to find a white ox, but not hard enough to drop him;
but shortly after the achter ox (hind ox) went down, and that
of course stopped the cart at once. We then moved steadily off
into the veldt and made for a large ant-heap, where we took
what cover we could, meaning it for a last stand indeed, as the
changes of escape seemed small enough. There were about a
hundred Kaffirs I should say to our poor seven. The end of it
seemed pretty obvious to us all then! The Kaffirs now ranged up
pretty close, and as the light was better, we were firing with better effect. One of our party then spotted some of the black devils
making a circular movement, as if to surround us, so we decided to move again and make for the kopjes towards Movene.
After pouring a good warm shower into them we did so, and,
mirabile dictu, beyond following us a few hundred yards and
firing a few desultory shots, they made no attempt to follow us,
and we made off into the veldt as hard as we could walk in the
direction of the river (Gwelo River), expecting to come across
some body of niggers at any movement. But why that lot dis not
follow us any further, considering that they held us entirely at
their mercy, and, had they rushed us, could have finished us off
at any movement, is a mystery that none of our party were able
to solve. So far, so good; by an intervention of Providence - it
was nothing more of less - we were out of one fix about as tight
a place as a man ever need wish for! But, after reaching the
river some five miles from the scene of our late encounter, we
held a consultation; it seemed very much like “out of the frying
pan into the fire.” There we were out on the veldt with the niggers all around us, who knew perfectly well that we were in the
neighbourhood, between us and Gwelo township as they were.
We had no blankets, no food, nothing at all, except our rifles
and about fifteen rounds per man, and about 150 miles across
country to Bulawayo! A nice situation truly! The whole native
population was up on the war path. That we know for certain
at any rate. Beyond that we knew nothing. A council of war
was held - it was decided unanimously that it was impossible
after what had occurred to try and get into Gwelo. Therefore,
although it seemed a hopeless task at the time, we made up our
minds to try and get to Bulawayo! We started off at sundown on
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a tramp that none of us are ever likely to forget for the term of
our natural lives. Seven days it took us, traveling only by night
and hiding by day.
“I won’t attempt to describe the horrors of that tramp, but
you can imagine that it was no particular pleasure. To make
matters worse, I got a dose of fever on the road, and my boots
also gave out, and consequently I suffered torture and only just
managed to get the distance. However I managed it; but they
had to carry me to the hospital, where I got in, pretty nearly
unconscious, and it was about a fortnight before I could use my
feet. I had the fever before the row started, out on the Gwelo,
and it must have got pretty well into my system, for I only left
the hospital on June 8th. We had only one feed the whole seven
days, and that was of locusts. We were pretty well skin and bone
when we got in. We got right through the niggers, who were all
round Bulawayo at that time, during the night. Our escape was
nothing short of miraculous! All our party were down for different periods after we came in, and one of them, as soon as he got
convalescent, went straight home to Australia.
“Another sad event I must tell you of is that your kindly
thought-of gift fell into the hands of the Matabele before I had
even seen it, together with some letters, possibly one of yours.
One of the men who lived down our way, and who subsequently
formed one of our party, had gone into Bulawayo, and he promised to bring out anything there might be for me at the postoffice, and was coming out with this parcel and letters for me,
in company with two other fellows; but circumstances requiring
him to hurry, he came on by himself, when he was about 20
miles from our camp, leaving the others to follow with the cart.

But they never turned up when we heard of these murders I told
you of, and had to scoot. As they have never been heard of since,
there’s not much doubt but that they too have been murdered,
poor fellows! So I am afraid I shall never see either that parcel
or those letters again. However, in common with many others I
have lost all I possess, so I suppose that must go with the rest. I
went out of the hospital, as I told you, on June 8th, joined Gifford’s Horse, and was congratulating myself that I had shaken
off the fever, but I was mistaken. I went down again with it; but
it proved to be only a slight attack, and I am out again now, hoping devoutly that I have got rid of it, as I have had my share of it
this season. Haven along knows how much longer this business
is going to last, as Mashonaland has broken out now, and these
Matabeles are long way from conquered yet. They are building
forts all over the place now; but of course there is no work going
on outside yet, and not likely to be for some time to come. Nor
is there likely to be anything to do inside, even after the niggers
are got under, as the rinderpest has practically stopped all general transport, and everything is at starvation prices even now.
There will be hard times in the town yet, I expect. Twenty-five
of Gifford’s Horse, in company with thirty-five others, left for
Charter to-day (28th), to help relieve the poor fellows up there;
as of course I am liable to go out for an indefinite period at any
time, you must not worry if you don’t hear from me. My address
still remains the same: Bulawayo Poste Restante. . . .
“With best wishes all round the family,
		
“I remain, your affectionate son,
			
“C. J. LANGTON.”

One Hundred Trillion Dollars
by Ken Sanford
I was interested in the article in the July-October issue of Forerunners “Zimbabwe Postal Rates: The Great Inflation Wreck
the Post Office”. When I was at Victoria Falls in October 2010, I was staying in Livingston on the Zambia side of the Falls.
There were young African men on the street with large wads of Zimbabwean bank notes, which they were selling to tourists as
souvenirs. You
could buy one for
a dollar or two, or
if you bought two
or three handmade
copper bracelets
they were selling,
they would give
you one of these
banknotes. They
were from the
recent inflation
period and are
now worthless.
The highest value
banknote I could
find had a value
of 100 trillion
dollars.
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Forerunners Forum

Questions, Comments, and Answers
Southern Africa Pass Stamps

Peter Lodoen has written to ask if any members have knowledge of ‘pass stamps’ and know about such stamps on documents (see back page of this issue). He illustrates here a couple
of Transvaal stamps overprinted ‘PASS’.

Southern Africa Numeral Cancels

Werner Seeba has written to remind us about his interest in
southern Africa numeral cancels. He writes: “Dear Ladies
and Gentlemen. Enclosed please find herewith my latest SA
wantlists for information and record (a copy can be obtained
from the Editor). With the hope, or better with the wish, you
have got something for me on offer for sale. If yes, please be
so kind and let me have photocopies of the items for inspection. I thank you in anticipation. Best wishes and greetings from
Stuttgart.” Werner’s mailing address can be obtained from the
Editor.

ORC Numeral Tax Marks

Hugh Amoore has written with several additions to the late
dates of the use of the ORC numeral tax marks listed by Jan
Stolk in last issue. These will be included on an update of Jan’s
table that will appear in the next issue of Forerunners.

JOMAPEX Johannesburg October 2013

Joh Groenewald has written to remind us the upcoming national philatelic exhibition. “THE South African national philatelic exhibition for 2013 will be in Johannesburg and is styled
JOMAPEX, after two Johannesburgs – the City of Johannesburg, the civic hosts, and the Philatelic Society of Johannesburg, the philatelic hosts – and MuseumAfrica, the venue.
MuseumAfrica is housed in the grand old Johannesburg
fresh produce market building in Newtown, on the western side
of the midcity, and has excellent facilities. Amongst the museum’s philatelic treasures which will be on view during the
event is the famous Curle Collection of the Transvaal.
JOMAPEX will run from 9 to 13 October,2013, where after
there will be an optional non-competitive continuation of ex-
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hibits named the MuseumAfrica Stamp Show, which will run
until the end of January 2014. In this period, other exhibits may
also be shown, for instance collections too large or small for
competitive entry, or facsimiles of collections.
Since the Philatelic Society for Greater SA is affiliated to
the Philatelic Federation of South Africa, society members may
participate in South African nationals. The prospectus for JOMAPEX will be published as a supplement to the South African
Philatelist in February 2013, and will then also be available on
the Federation’s website www.philatelysa.co.za.
Members who wish to take part should note that they themselves have to arrange for the conveyance of their collections to
Johannesburg and back.
The South African Philatelist
for October 2012 included this
interesting further information.
“Next year’s national philatelic
exhibition Jomapex 2013 in Johannesburg will make history when
part of the exhibition will stay open
and on public view for a further
two months. Exhibition chairman
George Cafetzoglou RDPSA says
a substantial portion of the displays will continue as an exhibition of MuseumAfrica, into the summer holidays and up to the
end of December 2013, following the competitive event of 9-13
October, 2013.
“Exhibitors have the option of leaving their exhibits, or replacing collections with facsimiles, for the extended show period” he says. “Moreover, in this phase, collections of interest
which may be too small or too large for the national event, can
be included. This is the first-ever time we will have an extended
national exhibition, thanks to the initiative of MuseumAfrica.”
Jomapex 2013 will be held within MuseumAfrica, the extensive museum complex housed in the grand old Johannesburg
fresh product market building in Newtown. It is an excellent
venue. There is space, a magnificent conference hall, full catering facilities and ample free parking right at the doorstep. The
name Jomapex is derived fron two Johannesburgs - the Philatelic Society of Johannesburg, the philatelic hosts, and the City
of Johannesburg, the civic hosts - and the museum’s initials,
with ‘pex’ for philatelic exhibition.
Currently the Jomapex organisers are finalising arrangements for the event. Details will be published in a prospectus
which will be issued with the SA Philatelist in February 2013.
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Highlights From Journals and Newsletters
Barth, J., 2012. CGH: a new VOC discovery. Cape and Natal
Philatelic Journal 16, 130-133.
Barth, J., 2012. CGH: covers from Port Elizabeth in the prephilatelic period. Cape and Natal Philatelic Journal 16, 122-126.
Bostrom, A., 2012. Mount Currie Express. FVZA Bartolomeu
Dias 25, No. 96, 18-19.
Dickson. J., 2012. CGH: the Donald Currie service to the Cape
– 1873 to 1876. Cape and Natal Philatelic Journal 16, 144149.
Drysdall, A., 2012. British South Africa Company’s reminders.
London Philatelist 121, 366-369.
Drysdall, A., 2012. The 21/2d Edward VII stamp overprinted
‘C.S.A.R.’ and other possible forgeries of the overprint.
Transvaal Philatelist 47, 91-94.
Evertse, J.C., 2012. Identifisering van die RSA se eerste vaste
reeks. FVZA Bartolomeu Dias 25, No. 96, 4-8.
Frescura, F., 2012. Port Elizabeth’s main post office 1822-1910.
Cape and Natal Philatelic Journal 16, 139-143.
Johnson, R., 2013. The Cape of Good Hope 5s value. British
Bechuanaland, fake overprints, De La Rue, The Philatelic
Record, Pemberton Wilson & Co., and Mr Philbrick QC and
a defamation case in 1890. London Philatelist 122, 14-21.
Jørgensen, L., 2012. The Arms one shilling position 27in the left
pane (L27). Transvaal Philatelist 47, 76-80.
Mitchell, V., 2012. CGH: a history of the Port Elizabeth Philatelic Society – 100 years old. Cape and Natal Philatelic

New Books
Barnett, R., 2012. The registration marks and labels of the British South Africa Company and Southern Rhodesia 18921980. Rhodesian Study Circle Memoir 24. Available from
the Brian Coop RSC, 13 Forest Crescent, Harrogate, North
Yorkshire, HG2 7EU, UK (gra_bri@btinternet.com).
Stewart, G., and Hoffman, C., 2012. The KGVI Postage and
Revenue Definitives of Southern Rhodesia. Rhodesian
Study Circle Memoir 21. Available from the Brian Coop
RSC, 13 Forest Crescent, Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG2
7EU, UK (gra_bri@btinternet.com).

Exchange Journals Received
The Springbok: none received since last issue.
South West Africa Newsletter: Nos. 382 (August-September
2012), 383 (October 2012), and 384 (November-December
2012). Received in electronic format.
South African Philatelist: none received since last issue.
FVZA Bartolomeu Dias: Volume 25, No. 96 (November 2012)
and Volume 26, No. 26 (January 2013).
Transvaal Philatelist: Volume 47, No. 3 (November 2012).
Magnify (Royal Philatelic Society of Zimbabwe, Bulawayo):
the last issue seen is Whole Number 301 (January 2012).
Mashonaland Philatelic Society Newsletter (Harare): September 2012.

Journal 16, 126-129.
Reah-Johnson, S., 2012. Rhodesia Admirals 1913-24. The colours and printings of the 2d Admiral. Journal Rhodesian
Study Circle 62, 184-192.
Reah-Johnson, S., 2012. Rhodesia Admirals 1913-24. The colours and printings of the 2/6d. Journal Rhodesian Study
Circle 62, 193-199.
Reah-Johnson, S., 2012. Rhodesia Admirals 1913-24. The colours and printings of the £1 Admiral. Journal Rhodesian
Study Circle 62, 200-206.
Thy, P., 2012. UPU archival markings on postal stationery from
the Cape of Good Hope. Postal Stationery 54, 219-222.
Wilson, A., 2012. When were Double Heads used postally – and
where? Journal Rhodesian Study Circle 62, 181-183.
Wlodarczyk, M., 2012. Zululand: quanties of GB stamps overprinted for use in Zululand. Cape and Natal Philatelic Journal 16, 134-137.
Woolgar, J. and Matthews, J., 2012. Stamp dealers (3) – Tamsen
and a Philatelic Society Secretary. Transvaal Philatelist 47,
95-97.
Woolgar, J., 2012. Fournier printings of the ZAR five pound
green. Transvaal Philatelist 47, 85-89.
Woolgar, J., 2012. Getting started (11): expertising certificates.
Transvaal Philatelist 47, 100-102.
Woolgar, J., 2012. Transvaal Edwardian Post Office uniforms.
Transvaal Philatelist 47, 98-100.

Scott Needs Catalogue Reviewers
The Scott Catalogue editors depend on reviewers to provide
input to the catalogues. They now need help with the general
listings of South Africa and South West Africa, but help with
other areas may also be welcome. If you think that you can help,
contact Tim Bartshe and he will put you in contact with the
Scott editors. You can always ask Tim and also the Editor as to
what is required.

BotswanaPost to Open Museum
The remodeling of Poso House (BotswanaPost headquarters) in Gaborone is expected to be completed soon. The new
headquarters will house a philately museum that will exhibit
Botswana’s stamps and all local artists who have produced
them. The director of the Philatelic Services in a article in the
Botswana Gazette (26 Sept., 2012) explains that philately is
the study and collection of stamps. This is done for research
purposes, mostly history, and for business by stamp dealers.
He further says that the plan is to keep changing the exhibits.
School classes will be encouraged to visit to have the opportunity to learn about stamp collecting and the history of Botswana
since the philately knowledge is still untapped in Botswana
schools. To that end the Philately Services have started partnerships with primary schools in Gaborone. The director notes that
it is a good approach to start stamp collection at a young age
because one can study their themes on a wide variety of subjects
before choosing a theme to last a life time.
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197. Stephan Welz has sold on 28 November, 2012, a sizeable
collection of pre-Union and Republic South Africa specialized collection, including many printing errors (~100
lots). Welz has still problems with getting their printed
catalogues distributed on time to their American customers. To solve that problem, they have started distributing
their catalogues electronically.
198. Grosvenor’s March 2012 auction of the British Empire
and Foreign Countries, including the ‘Blantyre Collection’ of Nyassaland. About 70 lots with a large used
30-block of the 1d check stamp. Other notable collections
are a fair amount of Boer-war siege stamps (20 lot) and
the 1895 Uganda type-written issues (60 lots). The latter
again includes some spectacular large used blocks.
199. The Glen Carpendale Stamp Shop and Danie van Zyl
share a website at http://www.worldstamps.co.za/index.
html. Both sites contain several useful stamps and postmark overviews. Glen Carpendale’s site a study of how
to distinguish between different papers used for the first
RSA definitives under blue ultraviolet light. Danie’s site
includes the Atlas listing of commemorative and special
date stamps; military flights; aerogrammes; and finally the
easy guide to the Union stamps. Lot of patience is however sometime required for the pages to download.
200. Steve Drewett of Empire Stamp Auctions had announced that his website at www.stevedrewett.com is
now open for business. He also keeps distributing his auction catalogues as attachments to emails (most recently
Jan. 25, 2013).
201. Otto Peetoom of Ormskirk Stamps has remodeled and
added lot of new material to his website at www.southafricanstamps.net. He is also still distributing his specialized catalogues. Contact him at ottopeetoom@rhodesianstamps.net.
202. The 32nd Edition of the South African Colour Catalogue has been released. Edenstamps is selling the catalogue for R499 plus shipping. Contact them for information on shipping expenses at orders@edenstamps.com.

203. The Smithsonian Institution Press has published the
second volume of contributions to the Winton M. Blount
Postal History Symposia now covering the 2010 and
2011 symposia still with Thomas Lera as editor. Go to
www.scholarlypress.si.edu to download pdf versions or to
request printed copies. Look for volumes 55 and 56 of the
Smithsonian Contributions to History and Technology.
204. Steven Zirinsky (szirinsky@cs.com) is now distributing
his newsletter with regular intervals to promote the products and services on his website www.zirinskystamps.
com.
205. The Rhodesian Study Circle has released two new Memoirs. No. 21 is by George Stewart and Colin Hoffman is
titled “The KG VI Postage and Revenue Definitives of
Southern Rhodesia.” No. 24 is by Richard Barnett and is
titled “The Registration marks and labels of the British
South Africa Company and Southern Rhodesia 18921980” Both can be obtained by writing to Brian Coop, 13
Forest Crescent, Harrogate HG2 7EU, UK. PayPal is not
accepted.
206. Philippe and Thomas
Les Congolâtres
Lindekens have distributed copies of ‘Les
Congolatres’ as email
NUMERO 2 - FEVRIER 2013
attachments. The journal is bimonthly, covering the philately and
postal history of Belgium Congo and Ruanda-Urundi. Contributions to the journal
are invited in the form
of articles, announcements, questions, or
announcements. Contact Phillippe by writing to p.lindekens@
studybel.com to receive a copy of the next edition of Les Congolatres. It appears to be well worth it, particularly if your interests tend
toward migrating a bit north of southern Africa. Try http://
issuu.com/congolatres or write to the Editor for the pdf
versions.
Les Congolâtres

Bulletin philatélique bimestriel
diffusé GRATUITEMENT par email sous PDF
Février – avril – juin – août – octobre - décembre

Pièce du mois

CONTACTS : Thomas & Philippe LINDEKENS – lindekens.bogaerts@skynet.be

For the Record

Émission d’Albertville (surcharge) de mi-décembre 1961 après la reprise
d’Albertville (Etat du Katanga) par les troupes de la République du Congo.

Lettre recommandée avec accusé de réception partie d’Albertville C le 13 février
1962 à destination d’Usumbura (Ruanda-Urundi) où elle parvint le 19 / 02.
Tarif : lettre avion limitrophe (5 fr) + recommandation (6 fr) + AR (5 Fr) = 16 Fr
Archive de Mario Holland découverte par notre regretté Mr. George CELIS.

Surcharge violette « CONGO » type 1 avec traces du composteur sur une paire
du 8 Fr « Art Katanga » .
Ces timbres furent surchargés pour attendre les timbres « République du
Congo » qui arrivèrent de Kinshasa vers la mi-mars 1962.
1

Society Publications

Hisey and Bartshe, 2003. Philately of the Orange Free State, Vol.
1, The Postage Stamps. Hardbound, 280 pages in full color,
$35 plus $5 s/h in the US, plus $10 elsewhere by air.
Hisey and Bartshe, 2004. Philately of the Orange Free State,
Vol. 2, The Telegraphs. Hardbound, 250 pages in full color,
$35 plus $5 s/h in the US, plus $10 elsewhere by air. Only
two remaining.
Hisey and Bartshe, 2009. Philately of the Orange Free State, Vol.
3. Hardbound, 205 pages in full color, $35 plus $5 s/h in the
US, plus $10 elsewhere by air. Sold out.
Forerunners on CD, Issues 1 to 50 (CD-ROM). $30 plus $5 s/h.
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Taylor, Robert. Early Postal Services of the Cape of Good Hope
PSGSA Exhibit Series (CD-ROM). $15 pp.
Lodoen, Peter. Accepted - Rejected: Life of a Botswana Stamp
Designer. $25 full color print, $10 on CD-ROM. Postage paid.
Hisey, B. (compiler), 2006. Postal Office Names of Southern
Africa According to Ralph Putzel (CD-ROM). $15 pp.

To order contact David McNamee at the addresses given on page 1.

The Market Place

Union machine and parcel postmarks. Wanted by specialist
collector. Single items, collections, or unsorted bulk
accumulations. Please contact Bas Payne on bas.payne@gmail.
com, or The Mill House, Clifford Bridge, Drewsteignton, Exeter
EX6 6QE, UK.”
Union pictorials 1926-1940. Wanted by specialist collector.
Single items, collections, or unsorted bulk accumulations
including singles. Please contact Bas Payne on bas@paynes.
demon.co.uk, or Saltbox Barn, Edney’s Lane, Denmead,
Waterlooville, PO7 6JL, UK.
Cape of Good Hope. I buy postal history material, specially
the period 1652 - 1853. Please send scan or photocopy with
price. Johnny Barth, Nivavaenge 25, DK 2990 Niva, Denmark.
E-mail: barth@post3.tele.dk.
SA Homelands used. Seeking postally used stamps and covers
(larger lots with duplication OK). Have used Homelands and
GB, Commonwealth (Australia, NZ, others) to trade. Send
description/scan/price to Chris Oberholster, 2013 Yancy Drive,
Bessemer, AL 35022; pangolin100@aol.com.
Bophuthatswana used. Wish to trade for used in/off cover,
including revenues and postal stationery. Have all Homelands
used, some mint and older general worldwide to trade. Write Will
Ross, 4120 Schuylkill Dr., Calabasas, CA 91302.
South West Africa postal stationery. I am seaking pre-1969
items. Please send offer to Jan Stolk, Waterhoenlaan 24, B-9120
Melsele, Belgium; janstolk@belgacom.net.
Mafeking siege “blueprint” covers. Want to purchase or
trade for covers with Mafeking siege “blueprint” stamps. Send
photocopies or scans, prices, or trade want list to Frederick
Lawrence, 658 W. Douglas Ave., Gilbert, AZ 85233-3219;
ieconsulting@cox.net
South African postage due covers. Looking for postage due
mail from and to South Africa, all periods welcome. Please send
offers to Jan Stolk, Waterhoenlaan 24, B-9120 Melsele, Belgium;
janstolk@belgacom.net.
Bechuanaland and Botswana postal stationery. Used, stamped
and unstamped, stationery from any territory and any period
needed for collection and exhibit. Send offer to Peter Thy, P.O.
Box 73112, Davis, CA 95617-3112 or email thy@kronestamps.
dk.
GSWA, OFS postal stationary & the Cape of Good Hope prestamp period are my interests. Philatelists wishing to correspond
and exchange information / material can write to me at: Hennie

Taljaard, P O Box 816, Ceres, 6835, RSA or stadsbeplanner@
ananzi.co.za.
Zimbabwe Covers between 2008 (Jan 1) and 2009 (Apr). Bob
Hisey at bobhisey@comcast.net.
Perfins Wanted. I buy/trade for perfins of Cape, Natal, Transvaal,
ORC, and South Africa. Especially interested in on cover
examples, but will give generous return for any loose stamps.
Write or email with trade/sale proposal. Robert Weeden, 1446
Grenac Rd, Fairbanks, AK 99709 or email weeden@mosquitonet.
com.
Botswana Meter Marks: interested in all eras. For trade or
purchase. Contact Gordon Smith, 11 Elliot St., Dartmouth NS,
CANADA B2Y 2X6; gordon.smith@ns.sympatico.ca
Botswana and Bechuanaland Official Free Marks: interested in trade or purchase. Contact Gordon Smith, 11 Elliot
St., Dartmouth NS, CANADA B2Y 2X6; gordon.smith@
ns.sympatico.ca
Numerical Cancellers (BONCs) used in Southern Africa sought
by collector. Contact me for wantlist or let me know what you
can offer. Werner Seeba, In Den Wannenaeckern 14, D-70374
Stuttgart 50, Germany.
Airmails from SA to South America. Wanted airmail covers
from SA to South or central America between 1932 and 1952.
Send scan or photocopy with price to Hugh Amoore, (9 Bishoplea
Road. Claremont, South Africa, 7708); email to: hugh.amoore@
uct.ac.za).
Swaziland Picture Postcards Wanted. Please send scan to Peter
van der Molen at molens@pixie.co.za
Send request for your free non-dealer membership ad to the
Editor. Multiple ads per issue per member are admitted as long
as space is available. Ads will run for several issues unless
specified otherwise. Limits of 40 words plus name and postal
and email addresses.

Commercial Ad Rate Schedule
Premium positions:
1/1 page inside front cover single issue $60, annual $150, two
years $280.
1/1 page inside back cover single issue $50, annual $120, two
years $200.
1/1 page outside back cover single issue $60, annual $150, two
years $280.
Contact the Editor for snaller ad sizes.
Non-premium positions:
1/2 page: single issue $20, annual $60, two years $100.
1/1 page: single issue $40, annual $95, two years $170.
All advertisers who reserve a full page ad for one year or longer
will receive full membership to the PSGSA. Contact the Society
Treasurer or Editor for any special requirements and for booking
your premium spaces. All payment should be addressed to the
Treasurer. The Editor will assist with ad designs if required.
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Membership Application

Membership fees are $25 to US mailing addresses and $30 for all other addresses. Membership includes
a subscription to the Society’s quarterly journal Forerunners. Those that join before July 1 will receive
the complete back issues for that year. Thereafter annual renewals occur in August and are due by
September 1. If sending in dues by mail, please provide funds in US$ either in currency or a check on
a USA bank account made out to “PSGSA.” Mail all payments to David McNamee, PSGSA Treasurer,
P.O. Box 37, Alamo, CA 94507 USA. Paypal to “dmcnamee@aol.com” is also acceptable, but please
add US$ 1 extra to cover part of the PayPal fees we must pay to use the service. For some overseas
members, it might be more advantageous to send in dues for two or more years to avoid the annual
conversion fees.
Name:
Address:
Email address:								
Collecting interests and Comments:

APS No:

THE RARE AND UNUSUAL
Travel Permit Issued 1904 in Beaconsfield, Griqualand West

Travel permit, or return pass, for a lady named Sue to travel from Beaconsfield,
Griqualand West to Mohaleshoek in Basutoland. It is issued in Beaconsfield on
the 6th of August, 1904, and signed by Mr M.A.O. Sullivan/Registrar. The embossed KEVI Cape of Good Hope revenue stamp shows that one shilling was
paid for the permit. The pass was torn from a perforated ledger of preprinted
forms, probably sized easily to fit into a pass book. Most of these passes were
tossed or lost or handed in after the travels for which they were valid and thus
rarely have survived.

